Postcard of Baxterley Rectory c1900, Home (from 1854-1907) of the Reverend
Hugh Bacon who is featured in the article on page 4 ‘Bacon and Flowers’

NUNEATON AND NORTH WARWICKSHIRE
FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
Member of the Federation of Family History Societies
http://www.nnwfhs.org.uk

JOURNAL JANUARY 2005
Price £1.50 (first copy free to members)

Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society - Journal
CONTENTS
NNWFHS Committee
NNWFHS Diary - A Report From The Chairman, Peter Lee
Christmas 50 Years Ago In Old Nuneaton Town (1954) - By Peter Lee
Bacon and Flowers - By Brian Mitchell
Letter To The Editor - From Clara O’Donnnell
In Search of The Ropewalk - By Peter Lee
A Postcard Home/ A Double Entry In The 1901 Census - By Sheila Dunn
Smith’s Charity - By Peter Lee
It’s Good To Talk - By Jacqui Simkins
New Books, CDs Etc
Get Netted
Family Album - Barbra Shirley
Noticeboard
Publications

Page 1
PAGE
1
2
3
4
6
7
10
10
11
13
14
15
16
17

NNWFHS COMMITTEE
CHAIRMAN

PETER LEE, P O Box 2282, Nuneaton, Warwicks CV116ZT
Tel: (024) 7638 1090 Email: Nuneatonian2000@aol.com

INDEXING PROJECTS CO-ORDINATOR
& VICE CHAIR

CAROLYN BOSS, Nuneaton Library, Church Street, Nuneaton,
Warwickshire CV11 4DR Tel: (024) 7638 4027

SECRETARY &
BURIALS INDEXING PROJECT

ALVA KING, 26 Thirlmere Avenue, Nuneaton, Warwicks. CV11 6HS
Tel: (024) 7638 3499 Email: alva.king@ntlworld.com

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

JOHN PARTON, 6 Windmill Rd, Atherstone, Warwickshire CV9 1HP
Tel: (01827) 713938 Email: JAParton@aol.com

TREASURER &
NORTH WARWICKSHIRE CO-ORDINATOR

CELIA PARTON, 6 Windmill Rd, Atherstone, Warwickshire CV91HP
Tel: (01827) 713938 Email: CEParton@aol.com

JOURNAL & PUBLICATIONS EDITOR
& MICROFICHE LENDING LIBRARIAN

PAT BOUCHER, 33 Buttermere Ave, Nuneaton,Warwicks CV11 6ET
Tel: (024) 7638 3488 Email: editor@nnwfhs.org.uk

PUBLICATIONS MANAGER

ROBERT BUTLER, 16 Dovecote Close, Solihull, West Midlands
B91 2EP Tel 0121 743 8526
Email: bobbutler@16dovecote.freeserve.co.uk

WEBSITE MANAGER

BILL BOSWELL, 21 Randle Road, Stockingford, Nuneaton,Warwicks
CV10 8HR Tel: (024) 7634 3596 Email: bill.boswell@btinternet.com

COMMITTEE

ALAN F COOK
Tel (mobile): 07813615522 Email: alanfcook_geo@btinternet.com

COMMITTEE

JACQUI SIMKINS, Langley Mill Farm Sutton Coldfield W Midlands
B75 7HR Tel: (0121) 311 0455
Email: jas@langleymill.freeserve.co.uk

COMMITTEE

VAL PICKARD, 108 Lister Road, Atherstone, Warwicks CV9 3DF
Tel: (01827) 711863 Email: vpickard1@aol.com

COMMITTEE

LINDA BODEN, 45 Grove Road, Atherstone, Warwicks, CV9 1DJ
Tel: (01827) 709015 Email: linda.bowden@ntlworld.com

NORTH AMERICAN REPRESENTATIVE

HARLOW G FARMER, 7101 Bay Front Dr. #124 Annapolis, MD
21403 USA. Email: HGFarmer23@CS.com

Page 2

Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society - Journal

NnwFHs Diary

A Report From The Chairman, Peter Lee
First of all, on behalf of myself and all of the Committee, I
would like to wish you all a very happy New Year. May you
enjoy health, happiness and good luck in all of your research!
We unsuspecting hardened genealogists have been thrown
into a quandary recently by the new BBC TV series about
family history “Who Do you Think You Are”. Those who
have been at the sharp end of family history for a number of
years know that this sort of thing is not the stuff of glossy
television programmes but a stint at the coal face of life.
Unrelenting hard graft, which tests every brain bud left over
from our normal lives. So the BBC woke up a whole new
audience to genealogy who expect us to be able to hand them
their family history on a platter as if by magic. We welcome
the new audience to our society, but not the gloss the BBC
put on it. In December we had a stand at the BBC’s family
history event in Coventry. I think the whole committee who
attended and myself felt less than thrilled by the occasion. For
my part at least due to the fact that there were a lot of people
there and only a few who understood what family history was
about. There was one awkward chap who had missed the
point entirely. I think we could have told him to clear off had
we not been so diplomatic. Despite the fact that obviously he
knew more than we did about his own family history I got the
distinct impression he thought we should do it all for him.
My understanding of it is that the society is not run by paid
genealogists but is a kind of fertile patch of ground upon
which your interest can be grown and nurtured. We can
provide research material, clues, tips and information, but the
real work has to be done by the researcher. We publish
indexes, newsletters, arrange events, exhibitions, and provide
hire services for equipment such as microfiche, but it is up to
the individual to use it. We hope the advice we give can put
events and history into context and people back on track, but
we do not drive the train. I recall once a gentleman contacted
me from Australia whose ancestors came from Nuneaton. I
put him in touch with a lady who had the entire outline
history of his family. I never heard from him again so really
this did not benefit the society, or even him. After all if he
had gained that knowledge bit by bit over years of research it
would have meant more to his family because it would have
had the sweat of his brow upon it. You know some things, but
always need to know more, and that is where the work and
ourselves come in. For what it is worth that is my take on the
BBC programme - it was good television, and probably will
wake up a new audience to our hobby, but they need to join
us to learn what family history really is all about.
OLD STOCKINGFORD
“Hail thou my native soil! Thou blessed plot
Whose equal all the world affordeth not!
Show me who can, so many crystal rills
Such sweet clothed vallies or aspiring hills.

Such wood-ground pastures, quarries, wealthy
mines
Such rocks in whom the diamond fairly shines!
William Browne, 1620

A rather more fulfilling event was held recently when the
NNWFHS had a joint meeting with the Nuneaton Society and
I provided a slide show entitled “Industrial Stockingford”.

We normally get about 20 and I thought being a joint event
and there had been advertising in the press another five or ten
might show. There were 103 people there! I was amazed, and
somebody said you should have seen the shocked look on
your face when you turned up. I remember years ago when I
talked to people about brickyards, quarries and old coal mines
there were so few interested that I thought, ah well, at least
my drinking buddies are interested. Over the years many of
my old pub pals have died so Alan Cook, Dennis Labrum and
myself were content to cogitate and think, – forget that rural
we like all those grubby industrials, lets wallow in our
dwindling interest, cheers!
Then suddenly I find that out there is a whole load of people
who do not want to let the memories of the old pits go. Where
Stockingford “Drybread” Stanley Bros. and Haunchwood
Brick & Tile are the stuff of legends. One chap came to me
and said he had tears in his eyes because he worked at
Haunchwood for many years and never thought he would see
the old place as it was ever again.
I am planning an “Old Stockingford” Local and Family
History Day at the Stockingford Pavilion Club on Saturday
January 29th 11am-4pm. Everyone interested will be very
welcome. It is a fully licensed club so there will be a bar from
12 noon onwards. In the afternoon there will be another slide
show on “Old Stockingford” commencing 2.30pm. If you
would like to come and there are specific items you would
like to see please let me know, and I will see if the records
can be provided.
Finally there have been some changes on the committee. Ray
Hall has retired from the committee, but has assured us that
he will continue to help with our indexing projects. Ray has
been a keen and stalwart member who has put in great service
for us and I would like to thank him from us all for his
sterling efforts on our behalf. Linda Boden has joined us on
the committee. Linda is very keen and we look forward to her
help and advice in the future.

NNWFHS
HELPLINE

Peter Lee
(024) 7638 1090
6.30 - 8.00pm
Mon to Sat
Or email:
Nuneatonian2000@aol.com
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Christmas 50 Years Ago In Old Nuneaton Town (1954)
By Peter Lee
I am often asked what is different about
Nuneaton now to the old days. Being a
child of the fifties I feel somewhat
limited in telling you what I can
remember, after all there are a lot of
older people out there with better
memories of it than me. I have lived in
the town all my life, and have a great
affinity with the old place. But affinity
comes with age. When you are a kid
life is for living, and I treated the town
with the same contempt that most of the
kids of today do. I could not wait to get
out of it, particularly at the weekends.
But somehow Nuneaton drew me back.
Rather like an old slipper. It was a
comfortable, familiar, re-assuring sort
of place, with a loving family around
me.
In the 1950’s Nuneaton was different. It
was more intimate. The thing that has
torn the heart out of the town is the
motorcar. In my childhood there were
cars about, but not that many. I
remember our old dog used to nap in
the middle of the road. If cars came up
the road they drove around him. If a car
honked he might, just, be persuaded to
lope off to the pavement. The Co-Op
still had a horse and cart for milk or
bread deliveries. Some local deliveries
were made by three wheeled vans. You
walked into town to do your shopping
at a variety of shops, not the giant
stores you see today. The Co-Op was
by far the biggest, and offered a good
variety rather like our modern large
supermarkets. I recall that the massive
bacon slicer which stood on the counter
used to frighten me. I quite imagined
the assistant would lose her fingers
whilst cutting fresh bacon for my mum
or old granny.
In those days there was no ring road, so
instead of being cut off from the
surrounding streets like an island, the
town was an integral part of the whole.
I remember as a kid I used to be taken
shopping with my mum and dad. Both
my dad and I grumbled as every few
yards my mam stopped for a natter with
another old friend. We groaned and
sighed as the females stood cackling. I
cannot think of ever being bothered by
cars then. They were around but so few
they hardly seemed to matter. I go into
town today and rarely see anyone I
know. Which is really sad. The
population is far more mobile than it
has ever been. Outsiders can come in
and natives escape - with gay abandon.
Every Christmas relatives would visit
us from Leicester. Two elderly maiden
aunts would arrive by train at Abbey

Street station and lug their heavy cases
down to our house. Christmas day was
spent with a chicken dinner as the
centrepiece (turkeys were unheard of in
my day and chicken was a once a year
treat). In those days sanitary
arrangements for guests were primitive
to say the least. We all had a downstairs
toilet in our street but the upstairs
arrangements called for a po under the
bed. I think this was the norm at the
time. I suppose my dad might have
gone to meet my relatives, but in the
years before most households owned a
telephone, meeting relatives off trains
could be a little hit and miss. A letter a
couple of days in advance was the
norm.
Other memories of the old town that
have passed now were the sounds and
smells that pervaded everyday life.
Starting with the pungent smell from
the gas works, which we will never
miss. On a domestic level we used to
trudge into town and do our shopping
down Queens Road. Remember
Coggans and Hardings? The smell of
their newly baked bread, cakes and
cooked meat was a treat. I remember a
cottage loaf from Coggans was so tasty
we tore the loaf apart, spread the pieces
with real butter and ate it straight away.
It was devoured within minutes of
getting it home. Then there was the
smell of bread baking in the Co-Op
bakery yard. Earlier generations will
remember Birch’s pork shop, where
you could buy roast pork ready for the
table. Many will remember Boffins just
off the Market Place with their shilling
dinners. Yoxalls in Abbey Street, who
at one time made prize winning
“Nuneaton Pork Pies” which rivalled
those famously manufactured in Melton
Mowbray. Pickens Batch Bar in Abbey
Street with delicious pork and stuffing
or sausage batches with the bread roll
dipped in hot gravy! Ah, those were the
days.
Every hour, on the hour, Courtaulds
clock rang out with its distinctive
chime. Christmas, New Year, we
waited for the clock and that familiar
old sound.
Looking through the old Nuneaton
Observers for Christmas 1954 I can see
the pictures we all queued to see at the
Ritz, Doris Day in “Lucky Me”; the
Scala, James Mason & Janet Leigh
starred in “Prince Valiant”; the
Hippodrome, Gregory Peck as
“Captain Horatio Hornblower”; the
Palace, the “Adventures of Robinson

Crusoe”; the Grand, Chapel End, Clark
Gable and Ava Gardner in
“Mogambo”; and at the Palace
Stockingford, John Wayne in “The
Three Godfathers” followed by Stewart
Grainger and Deborah Kerr in “The
Prisoner of Zenda”. Not many people
had TV’s in those days. A visit to the
“flicks” generated a lot of people
coming into town in the evening
sometimes with a visit to the pub or a
social club afterwards. Nowadays the
only cinema in our area is on an
industrial estate on the outskirts of
town, with all the different screens
under one roof. That is if anyone over
35 can be bothered to venture out after
the gloaming, with the TV and the
Internet to keep them in.
Various hospitals lined up Christmas
“spectaculars” for their patients. At the
George Eliot the nursing staff and the
Chilvers Coton church choir sang
carols in all the wards. The Nuneaton
police choir provided a concert
programme including sketches, with
one from the popular TV programme of
the day “What’s My Line”. At the
Manor Hospital Sister Bates dressed up
as “H.M.S. Victoria” as a corvette on
the high seas with pictures of penguins
and seagulls port holes and life belts.
The Lady Mayor - Mrs. L. Whetstone
and other civic dignitaries toured the
hospitals.
You could buy a gents suit at
Hepworths in Abbey Street for £7.15s.
And a gabardine rain coat for
£5.19s.6d.
Sadly at Christmas in 1954, Nuneaton’s
oldest resident died. She was described
in headlines in the Observer as the
“Towns ‘Grand Old Lady’”. Mrs Sarah
Jane Iliffe aged 101 years.
In 1954 the following “events” took
place: Two new schools opened.
Caldwell County Junior School and St.
Joseph’s Catholic Secondary School. In
October Stockingford Parish Hall
opened its doors for the first time after
twenty years of fund raising and the
first residents moved into Manor Court
Old Peoples Home in November. (into
the house which had been formerly
Reginald Stanley’s old mansion in
Manor Court Road). In April a popular
Nuneaton personality died, Mr. Samuel
Fennell, who founded the well-known
drapery business in Queens Road. He
was born in Galley Common in 1866
and opened his first shop in Nuneaton
in 1897.
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This is not the latest recipe from Hugh
Fearnley-Whittingstall combining
home cured meat with food for free
from the hedgerow but about the Reverend Hugh Bacon, Rector of Baxterley
and Merevale, 1854-1907 and his interest in flora, particularly that of this
county.
I first met the name Hugh Bacon long
before I knew anything about him. I
came to Family History from Natural
History via Local History. I have been
interested in Natural History from
childhood - the days of Observer’s
Books and Brooke Bond Tea cards as
well as occasional forays into the surrounding countryside, birds nesting.
My appreciation was essentially literary
and artistic - responding to paintings by
such artists as C F Tunnicliffe and Peter
Scott and the accompanying easily digested text. I didn’t begin any serious
and systematic fieldwork until my late
20s, around 1980, when I started
searching for local wildflowers and
kept this up over two or three summers
before I turned my attention to butterflies in 1983 and thereafter other insects. Naturally, if you’ll excuse the
pun, this led to some research into local
naturalists of the late 19th and early
20th centuries.
It wasn’t until the early 1990s that I
obtained a copy of that magnum opus
“The Flora of Warwickshire” by James
Bagnall published in 1891, a century
after it was written. In this, I was delighted to find a list of subscribers. Of
course, ordinary working men of the
day didn’t have the time for leisure activities such as field botany or the
money to purchase such books - even if
they could read them! - so the lists are
predictably and predominantly of professionals such as clergymen, doctors,
academics, scientists and botanists, as
well as various institutions - Libraries,
Societies etc. A few names, however,
struck me and undoubtedly the nearest
to Grendon was the Rev. Hugh Bacon,
Rector of Baxterley. At that time, I
wasn’t aware of his involvement in the
Baddesley Pit Disaster of 1882. I simply wondered whether he was a keen
amateur botanist of the period, perhaps
an as yet undiscovered local naturalist,
or merely a book collector and armchair naturalist.
Names of other subscribers in this locality of North Warwickshire which I
noted were: John Stratford Dugdale QC

Bacon and Flowers
By Brian Mitchell

MP of Coleshill and Sydney Dugdale
of Blyth Hall, Coleshill from the longestablished local landowning family,
with their involvement in the development of the Baddesley pits and, as far
as one ancestor was concerned, the
county’s history in “The Antiquities of
Warwickshire” by William Dugdale,
1656. I also followed up other unfamiliar names: James Redfearn, A A Clarson and Egbert de Hamel.
The first was a Certificated Teacher,
aged 46, from Derby who was in
charge of Lea Marston Board School
where he lived with his wife and five
children aged 6-19, in 1891, his eldest
son, aged 15 being a Pupil Teacher
(Probationer).

yz q wx
Market Street of the 1881 census had
become 23 Church Street.Egbert de
Hamel aged 46 in 1891 was a Manufacturer of ‘Smallwares’ living with his
wife and 4 young children aged 2
months to 7 years and 5 servants at
Middleton Hall. I already knew a little
about this Tamworth family. The (de)
Hamels were descended from a refugee
who fled to England to escape the
French Revolution. His son, Etienne
Bruno de Hamel founded the tape mill
in 1837. He was twice Mayor of Tamworth (1847 and 1856) as well as an
artist who published “Illustrations of
Tamworth” in 1829. Succeeding generations of Hamels continued the family business in both the local tape weaving industry and public service until the

Extract from the first page of the list of subscribers to “The flora of
Warwickshire” which includes Rev. Hugh Bacon of Baxterley
A A Clarson was a Draper in Market
Street, Tamworth (then in Warwickshire, a border town). In 1871 he was
54 and lived with his wife and 23-yearold daughter employing three assistants
aged 17-25 and a general domestic servant. By 1881 he described himself as
an “Alderman, JP Draper,” still employing two assistants and a domestic.
In 1882 he was Mayor of Tamworth.
By 1891 he was living on his own
means with his wife, two single daughters and a servant. Strangely, the 23

mill passed out of family hands in
1979/80 and was thereafter demolished.
Today, Tamworth’s Job Centre and
Saxon Mill Housing development stand
on the site. I am fairly sure that I have
also come across the name de Hamel in
association with the Tamworth Natural
History and Archaeological Society, c.
1871-1890, with occasional records of
flora and fauna being attributed.
A relative of mine - cousin of my Great
(Continued on page 5)
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Grandmother - living at Smithy Lane in
1901, was an ‘Overlooker at the Tape
Factory’. I presume this was E B
Hamel’s but Tolson’s Mill was nearer a steam powered mill opened in 1883, 5
storeys high, 29 bays long, by the side
of the Birmingham and Fazeley Canal.
William Tolson had originally set up
his smallware manufacturing business
in 1854 at Peel’s old cotton mill. I do
not know whether Tolson’s Mill was
producing tape around the turn of the
century but it certainly was later in the
century.
Incidentally, my Great Grandmother’s
father, my Great Great Grandfather,
Benjamin William White, is the only
relative I have traced who lived at Baxterley. Born at Stretton-on-Fosse in the
far south of the county on the border
with Gloucestershire, his father brought
the family up to Wilnecote in the early
1850s. Benjamin White married a Wilnecote girl and, seemingly, he moved
around working at various local collieries as an Enginewright until he settled
at Laundry Cottages, Baxterley around
1899 where he stayed until he died in
1932 aged 89 - outliving two of my
Great Grandparents!
Middleton Hall, where Egbert de
Hamel was living in 1891, was the famous home of John Ray, “the Father of
English Botany”, (1627—1705) between 1669 and 1675 when he was tutor to the family of Francis Willughby,
who was his friend, pupil, patron and
fellow-naturalist. Educated at Cambridge, he devoted his life chiefly to the
classification of plants, vertebrates and
insects. Indeed, I was delighted on the
evening of August 2nd, 1991 to record
the first Purple Hairstreak butterflies
spinning around the tops of Oaks along
the drive to Middleton Hall. Ray is
credited with discovering this species,
which was named by Petiver as “Mr
Ray’s Purple Streak”. Nearly forty of
John Ray’s records of wildflowers - all
from Middleton and its neighbourhood - were contributed to Bagnall’s
Flora of Warwickshire, most of them
taken from his Catalogus Plantarum
Angliae et Insularum Adjacentum published in 1670.
In 1997, I finally located and purchased
a copy of the out-of-print work, “A
Computer Mapped Flora”, published in
1971, which has an excellent introductory section describing the important
botanists who had contributed to our
understanding of the status and distribution of wildflowers in Warwickshire.
The Rev. Bacon was not included, so I
can only presume he had only a general

interest. In 1891 he would have been
63. My research into the censuses (for
three of which viz 1871, 1881 and 1891
he was the enumerator) and local newspapers reveals the following nuggets of
information:
In the 1861 census (seven years or so
after he took up his living), although
married, Hugh Bacon was listed as the
only resident at the ‘Rectorary’ (sic)
along with two servants: a cook and a
‘general outdoor servant’. The latter
was a William Rowley from Higham
on the Hill, Leicestershire, unmarried,
aged 27 who was still working there
some 20 years later according to the
1881 census, still unmarried but now
described as a ‘Groom’ then a word
beginning with G crossed out, which
could be ‘Gardener’ and followed by
‘Domestic’ in brackets. In 1891 Bacon
does have a Gardener as one of his five
servants, a young man of 24 from
‘Norley, Cheshire’ named John Lewis.
Just over 6 weeks after Bacon’s death,
the executors of his will instructed J
Walker Briggs to auction without reserve the surplus household furniture
and outdoor effects from Baxterley
Rectory - upwards of 400 lots.
Amongst the latter, not only were garden tools for sale but also greenhouse
plants; amongst the former were ‘Book
cases’ but seemingly no books which
were probably kept in the family. The
only items given prominence in the list
were ‘50 DOZEN WINES’, which
words were set apart from the rest of
the paragraph on a separate line and
printed in capital letters.
What happened to Bacon’s copy of
Bagnall’s Flora is not known. In 1980
to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of
James Bagnall’s birth, John Price wrote
a paper for the Proceedings of the Birmingham Natural History Society entitled “Memories of Bagnall and his
Flora” (Vol.24 No.2). This gives a list
at the end of the copies which have
been traced. Only 500 were printed and
all were numbered and signed although,
as with most limited editions, extra
copies were printed, probably about 13
altogether, which do not include the
half-title page bearing the copy number
and author’s signature. Subscribers accounted for 430 copies before the book
was printed and they received their
copies direct from Bagnall, sometimes
including a personal greeting on the
flyleaf or in note form. Notwithstanding the publication date of 1891, printing of the Flora was completed during
1890 and all subscribers had their copies as welcome Christmas presents. The
original price was 12/6d. My copy, No.
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93, cost £55 in 1997. I don’ t know who
the previous owner was but he stuck
sketches of various flowers on the endpapers and annotated the text here and
there in biro. Apart from this, there is a
tear through the back pocket, which
houses a map of Warwickshire 1890
showing the county divided into 10 botanical districts based upon river valleys. Bagnall set aside the year 1885 to
carry out fieldwork and collecting in
ours, the Anker District, where no one
had previously botanised and, at the
request of the Tamworth Natural History Society, he read a paper to them on
his findings.
The search for copies led to the conclusion that it would not be unreasonable
to assume that upwards of 100 copies
may have perished but 209 were traced
by 1980 and a few more have come to
light since. Some 329 names of subscribers accounted for a total of 411
copies, the Rev. Hugh Bacon being
one. The list at the end of John Price’s
paper gives the whereabouts of extant
copies but it is not possible from this
information to deduce which, if any,
belonged to him. Many owners signed
their copies but, of those selected for
attention, Bacon’s copy is not mentioned. It would have been interesting
to see whether it was annotated and
from this be able to say whether he was
genuinely engaged in the study of local
wildflowers. In his later years, he had
to retire “owing to his advancing age”
from his position as one of the Governors of my Alma Mater, Atherstone
Grammar School, on which body he
represented the parents. He was apparently “a great sufferer from rheumatism” but rarely absent from meetings he was for many years a Poor Law
Guardian and at the time of his death in
1907 Chairman of the Atherstone
Board of Guardians and Rural District
Council. I doubt whether, therefore, he
did much active fieldwork and I assume
he took pleasure in the flowers grown
in his greenhouse and Rectory garden.
Bagnall’s Flora was, of course, a standard and much used work for 50 years
and it wasn’t until after the Second
World War that Warwickshire botanists
began to think of updating it, given the
extent of habitat change since Bagnall’s
day. New recording began in January
1950 and this led to the publication in
1971 of the aforementioned “A Computer Mapped Flora.” The blue green
cloth in which Bagnall’s book was
bound has stood the test of time and it
was specially designed for use in the
field being printed on thin, strong,
opaque paper known in the trade as
‘Bible’ paper rather than the much
(Continued on page 6)
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thicker paper previously in use for Floras.
One of two photographs of the Rev.
Hugh Bacon in the series
“Warwickshire Images”* is of him sitting in a chair, presumably at the Rectory, but it is his reflection in a long
wall mirror which forms the photograph - so, therefore laterally inverted.
On the table beneath and in front of
this are three short neat stacks of
books. I would like to think that one of
these, amongst perhaps Prayer and
Hymn Books and other religious texts
is that Botanists’ Bible, Bagnall’s
Flora.
I have begun to amass quite a number
of materials relating to the Rev. Hugh
Bacon from the customary sources
(old newspapers, other documents at
Baddesley Ensor and Atherstone Libraries and Warwick Record Office)
and I have consulted the present Rector of Baxterley parish, the Rev. Janet
Gaspar, as well as the North Warwickshire Co-ordinator, Celia Parton who
has written in a previous issue of the
Journal about Baxterley Church and
come into contact with the role of the
Rev. Hugh Bacon in relation to her
study of the Baddesley Pit Disaster. It
is time a fuller biography of the Rev.
Bacon was written. Now is not the
time but this could be the best place. I
would be grateful, therefore, to any
member who might have any useful
information about the Rev. Hugh Bacon from less likely sources, if they
would kindly pass on the references to
me, Brian Mitchell, at 127 Watling
Street, Grendon, Nr Atherstone, Warwickshire CV9 2PH. Any help will,
naturally, be duly acknowledged.
*************************
*Note from the editor
Warwickshire Images is a database of
photographs and other images from all
around Warwickshire. It is available to
view in most Warwickshire libraries
and Warwick Record Office. Unfortunately, due to copyright issues we cannot publish the photograph in this
journal. However, the photograph can
also be viewed on the Internet on the
“Windows on Warwickshire” website
which can be found at http://www.
windowsonwarwickshire.org.uk The
exact location of the photograph is
h t t p : / / w w w . s e a r c h .
win do ws on warwi ckshi re.o rg. uk/
engine/resource/default.asp?
theme=139&originator=%2Fengine%
2 F t he me % 2 F def a u lt %
2Easp&page=&records=&direction=&
pointer=465&text=0&resource=3377

A Letter To The Editor
Dear Pat
I read with great interest a writing entitled "A childhood visit to Griff" By
Janet Swales as this is the first real insight I have had to my family history.
Since I was a child I have heard stories
of how my Great Great Great Granddad was "Bob Jakin" and featured in
Mill on the Floss by George Elliot.
My Grandfather Charles was one of
two sons of Walter Jaques, he the eldest Son of Thomas, who was William's
(Bob Jakin) only son.
In the 70's my grandfather moved to
Helston, Cornwall, and a few years
later, my dad also named Charles
moved to Mawnan Smith in Cornwall,
with my mother Mary and me a two
year old. A year later my brother
Christian was born. We moved back to
the midlands in the mid 80's. And in
1999 I moved to Nuneaton with my
then fiancé, now Husband Rob. My
brother also moved to Nuneaton in
2002.
There was many a tale told of the family history, the first most obvious was
the family had lived at White Cottage,
my grandfather was named after his
dad Walter's brother who had died in
France in the first world war. William
played with Mary Ann Evans (George
Elliot) as a child, and named a daughter after her.
With research through census and
some photocopied family history this
all rang true, the Evans family are
shown living near to Williams house,
Thomas had a son Charles, and William a daughter Mary Ann after his
childhood friend.
My father had began research into the
history soon after we returned to the
midlands, but became stuck and found
no way of getting further, his cousins
and brother have also tried to reach
further into history with no success,
and soon me and my brother decided it
was time we tried to solve the Jaques
History Mystery!
Armed with a photocopy of a prayer
book owned by Thomas that my dad
had acquired some years before, which
is owned by Florence Wards descendents (Walters sister) We discovered
Williams date of Birth, Census showed
William, his wife Ann and daughter
Alice living with Thomas and Mary

Jaques, these must be his parents? No
record shows a date anywhere close to
when William should have been born,
to a Thomas and Mary, this is the dead
end, there is no link to prove Thomas
and Mary where Williams parents and
the namesake of his own son.
Perhaps William (like my own father)
was named after his dad or even
granddad but adopted his middle name
to avoid confusion at dinner time? My
dad Charles has always been known as
Michael or Mick or Mike, as his dad
was Charles.
But then come the other rumours, the
family arrived in the eighteenth century as Ribbon Weavers (all the census
records show them as miners) from
France, The Family escaped the
French Revolution, Great Grandad
Walter told a tale of a man on a horse
arriving requesting the
"Grandchildren" visit Sketchly before
the old man dies, to be told by Thomas
"It will never happen, for the pain it
caused the family" There ARE Jaques'
in Sketchly Census of the same time
but how does it all link up?
I have recently come across a newspaper clipping from 1971 featuring Walter telling stories of his childhood, and
from this traced another story at the
library where a writer was "haunted"
by a photo of Bob Jakin and had to
research his history, resulting in him
finding Walter and taking him home.
It mentions an article in 1955 which I
am now looking for, hoping for any
clues into where William really came
from.
I would love to hear from anyone researching the Jaques family history,
but even better some long lost relatives, perhaps the Ward family are still
around and could let me look at the
family history? To see photos of the
family to get a real idea of my family
would be fantastic, and I hope someone out there can help solve the mystery...
Just where was Bob Jakin (William
Jaques) born? Was that his real first
name? and were his parents Thomas
and Mary? What's the link with
Sketchly? Ribbon Weavers and Just
when did the Jaques' move to England
from France!
Clara O'Donnell (Nee Jaques)
Email:odonnell@lifesadream.fslife.co.uk
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In Search Of The Ropewalk
By Peter Lee
When a new shopping centre was
planned for Nuneaton it seems likely
that some local official had a look at an
old ordnance survey map for a bit of
inspiration to find an appropriate name
for it. It would not have taken very long
for “Ropewalk” to be spotted on the
map on the very location where the new
shops were to stand. After due consideration “Ropewalk” was applied to the
project.
About ten years ago I discovered the
history of the Nuneaton Ropewalk. My
good friend, Alan Cook, and myself
have been peering into the abyss of old
Nuneaton local history for donkey’s
years. In my case my researches had
taken me back through old Nuneaton
newspapers into early editions of the
Nuneaton Observer published from
1877 onwards. Something I noticed
from these was a series of articles about
local history and observations, which
had a remarkable freshness and quality
of information about them. The penmanship was outstanding. The writer
remained anonymous and I was intrigued to know who it was. A little
while later I found a booklet that was
published in Nuneaton in 1899 to commemorate the turn of the 20th century. It
featured articles from various local
writers including one by A.L.Scrivener.
This I had recognised immediately as a
reproduction of one of these 1877/8
articles in the Nuneaton Observer. I
was interested to trace whom this A.L.
Scrivener was, and then discovered he
had been one of the partners who had
founded the “Observer” back in 1877.
In fact he was the founding editor. So
the unknown authorship question appeared to be resolved. Except that I
wondered if he had written anything
else. He must obviously have had access to a considerable body of material
that had not seen the light of day from
that day to this. His early life in Nuneaton did not prove too difficult. He was
the son of Joseph Scrivener (18161860) who married Mary Ann Lester.
Alfred Lester had been born in 1845
but his childhood appeared tragic since
his mother had died at the age of 29
when he was four and he lost his father,
Joseph jnr., in 1860 when only 15.
As this celebratory booklet had been
published with his article in it, had been
re-published in 1899, quite naturally
Alan Cook and myself, in discussion,
had thought he was still alive. He
would have only been in his fifties even
then. As Alan worked in Birmingham
he took himself into Birmingham Reference Library one lunch hour and
reeled through the St. Catherine’s indexes of burials hoping to find some
clue to his death which then might lead

us on to new lines of enquiry as to the
whereabouts of his descendents who
just might have his records preserved in
their family archives. A find like that
would be very exciting. For Alan and
myself at any rate. We thought no one
else would be interested!
Strangely, however, despite Alan turning himself goggle eyed at all the entries after 1899, his searches did not
throw up a death of Alfred Lester
Scrivener at all, it seemed he had no
registered death. On a hunch, and in a
last ditched attempt to find him, Alan
started reeling back from 1899. After
all he might have died shortly before
the article appeared. When he got to
1886 he did at last find him, he had
died at the tragically early age of 41,
and was buried in Bootle near Liverpool of all places. His address was
given. So Alan came back with all this
intriguing information.
On one of our Sunday evening soirees
to the pub in order to plan our strategies
for further obscure research over a few,
well quite a few pints of ale, we decided to head for Bootle library and see
if there were any obituaries to A.L.S.
there. We had no idea if there were.
Also to visit his grave and the address
listed as his last abode. We took our
film cameraman, recorder of anything
of archival importance, Malcolm Curtis
with us. It was a successful visit, Malcolm recorded on video tape for posterity our finding his grave, his last residence in a grim little terrace street in
Bootle, his unmarked grave in the local
cemetery and his obituary in the Bootle
newspaper where he had been editor.
We felt Alfred was important to our
researches, in the event he has turned
out to be very important to Nuneaton’s
Heritage.
Alfred’s grandfather, Joseph Scrivener
(1793-1859) came to Nuneaton sometime between 1816 and February 1820.
He purchased property in Wash lane on
the parish boundary between Chilvers
Coton and Nuneaton. This messuage
was situated only a few hundred yards
from Nuneaton Market Place on the
Chilvers Coton side. It had formerly
belonged to a William Moreton
(deceased). Mr. Scrivener paid £400 for
his new premises in February 1820. He
was a rope maker (in the 1836 Chilvers
Coton census he is listed as a Flaxdresser). It is recorded that he set out an
extensive ropewalk that is said to have
extended upwards of a mile in length.
At that time there would have been extensive requirements for ropes for the
local coal mining industry, for haulage
purposes above and below ground; by
canal users and carters, and for agricul-

tural purposes. He would have also
made a wide range of diameters of rope
ranging from 4 inches in diameter
down to string and fishing lines, cords
for grandfather clocks, clothes lines and
twine. Rope making was a highly
skilled trade with an extensive apprenticeship period.
Joseph Scrivener married Judith Cattell
(born 1781) at St. Michaels Church,
Coventry on 5th July 1814. He had
been born at Balsall Common, near
Coventry. They had three children; the
oldest son was Joseph (1816-1860) He
was born at Southam in Warwickshire,
which probably places his parents there
at that date coming to live in Nuneaton
later. Joseph Jnr. married Mary Ann
Lester (1821-1849) on December 2nd
1841. Ann Scrivener, Joseph Snrs. only
daughter, was born in 1818 at Nuneaton. She married a wealthy farmer
called Joseph Palmer (1815-1895) in
1838. A second son was born in 1826,
John Scrivener. He became a rope
maker like his father. He married Mary
Weston on 13th March 1845 at
Chilvers Coton Parish Church.
Joseph Jnr (1816-1860) had three sons
by his marriage to Mary Ann Lester
one of whom Alfred Lester was singularly the most important historian
Nuneaton has ever produced. It is
through him those generations later we
know so much of town life in the 19th
century and earlier.
Their eldest son Joseph Henry was born
at Nuneaton on 16th August 1842.
A second son Egbert was born on 15th
May 1844. The third Alfred Lester, the
historian, was born on 17th October
1845. A daughter Alice Lester was born
on 1st August 1849.
We first hear of Joseph Jnr. (18161860) in a report prepared by the Board
of Health inspector who toured the district looking at the sanitary problems of
the district. Of which there were very
many at that time. The subsequent report published in 1849 says that the inspector was shown many of the unsatisfactory nuisances by the then relieving
officer for the poor Mr Scrivener: - Mr.
Scrivener, late Relieving Officer to the
Union, has paid much and well directed
attention to the present state of the
town and the proper remedies, and I
have received from him much assistance and the full benefit of his accurate local knowledge. "
From the evidence of this report Joseph
Jnr. seems to have ceased to be relieving officer during the 1848/49 period.
A post he had occupied from around
(Continued on page 8)
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1841. In the 1851 census he is described as a solicitors managing clerk
living in Church Street. In 1856 he also
was listed as a bookseller in the Market
Place in an old trade directory. There is
also an entry for Joseph Scrivener Snr.
as a grocer and tea dealer from the
same source. By this time Joseph S.
Snr. (1793-1859) was supplementing
his rope making business by shop keeping as well as running a beer house.
The George & Dragon in Wash Lane.
He had built 20 tenement cottages in
his back yard. Up until living memory
the old yard at the back of the George
and Dragon beer house was known as
`Scriveners Yard'.
In 1861 Joseph Jnr. was described as
manager of the North Warwickshire
Building Society. During his period as
relieving officer for the Nuneaton Union he would have been very aware of
the distress suffered not just by poverty
but also by ignorance of the effects of
poor water supplies, bad sanitation and
poor housing conditions. In 1835, for
example, nine tenths of the local population were employed in the silk ribbon
trade. The silk trade suffered great fluctuations. French ribbons were the most
fashionable and sought after, but they
could not always be obtained due to
war or trade embargo on French goods.
During these periods of ban the indigenous silk industry found it hard to cope
with the demand and the price for the
vital silk fashion accessories rose dramatically. Nuneaton silk weavers made
a good living during these boom times.
When the French ribbons were readmitted the local prices slumped.
Weavers were put out of work and
many had to rely on the soup kitchen.
Unfortunately such was the general
state of ignorance of the weavers that
when prices were high they were improvident with their money. Beer shops
made good trade.
Building Societies are not a modern
idea, they date back to the early part of
the 19th century. They provided a
means of saving for labouring classes at
a time when banks were either nonexistent or if they did exist the local
businessmen ran them. A problem with
banks was that by using the local banks
the saver put his money at risk. There
was only very rudimentary regulation
and local banks frequently went bankrupt.
Joseph Jnr. was the first manager of the
North Warwickshire Permanent Building Society from its inception in 1849
until his death in 1861. He was almost
certainly instrumental in its formation.
Some forty years later its annual general meeting was still held at the
George and Dragon public house. The
beer house founded by his father in
1830.
In addition to being a solicitors clerk

and a bookseller Joseph Jnr. was also
listed at this time as a printer. On 1st
January 1855 he is recorded as having
one printing press. There are surviving
today a very few specimens of a rare
pre-printed and postage paid envelopes
bearing the legend J.S. R.0. Nuneaton
Union. These date from around 1846.
They are so rare they are worth an absolute a fortune to the philatelic collector. The same source states "Scrivener
is found as a printer in Abbey Street
until 1864." Further evidence of Joseph
Jnrs. concerns for the local people occurs when he appears in a list of signatures petitioning the General Board of
Health in London to set up a local
Board of Health in 1849. Many prominent local men sign this document.
In 1849 the death occurred of Joseph
Jnrs. wife Mary Ann (nee Lester). She
was just 29 years of age. Sometime in
the period 1851-54 he married again,
Sarah Dixon, the widow of a local grocer John Dixon. John Dixon was alive
in 1850 according to Lascelles directory of that year. Sarah was still in the
grocery business some years later.
Their various business interests then
seem to have been combined. There
were two Scrivener children by this
marriage. Henry John (born 25th December 1854) and Sarah (24th February
1858).
Joseph Jnr. died in 1860, he was 44. In
the 1861 census returns Sarah is listed
as a grocer and printer. It is possible
that she was the local Scrivener listed
as a printer until 1864. Sarah died on
13th May 1871.
The death of Joseph Jnr. In 1860 had
the effect of splitting the family up. Joseph Henry, we believe, became a
printer in Australia. Egbert has a
daughter in Swansea in 1865. He also
worked in the printing trade and died in
Tonbridge, Kent in 1906. We hear of
Alice later in Coventry where she died
in 1933. Only Alfred Lester Scrivener
stayed in Nuneaton.
Alfred Lester Scrivener wrote in the
Nuneaton Observer in November
1877 – "I never enter our ancient
churchyard without experiencing a
pleasurable melancholy. It is not only
that I see and mark, with bowed head
and humble heart, the green mounds
beneath which they sleep whose loss
has darkened my own life with the
shadow of death. Of these I cannot
speak: even if I dare essay to lift that
veil with which the heart instinctively
shrouds such sacred sorrows, my trembling hand would refuse to write, and
thoughts too deep for utterance would
mock the poverty of words"
We do not have much detail of Alfred
Lester's life after the death of his father
until he becomes first editor of the
Nuneaton Observer newspaper in 1877.

A few scant references have arisen. The
1871 census returns tell us that at the
time the survey was carried out he was
living with his cousins, the Palmers at
their premises, 15 Market Place.
His aunt Ann Scrivener had married
Joseph Palmer in 1838. Their son Frederick Joseph Palmer (1841-1874) appears in a local directory as general
dealer and salt maker in 1872. Alfred
Lester is listed as a commission agent.
During this time we find him active in
the Nuneaton Institute, forerunner of
the library. In December 1875 he purchased back issues of the Mechanic,
Public Opinion and Funny Folk magazines when the Institute sold back copies. At various times in 1876 and 1877
he made further purchases of the Pictorial World, Mechanic, Funny Folk,
Public Opinion, Field and the English
Mechanic magazines.
On November 2nd 1877 the first issue
of the Nuneaton Observer was sold.
The proprietors were William Wilson
(1840-1917) and Alfred Lester Scrivener. William Wilson was on the commercial side and the printer. Alfred
Lester Scrivener editor and chief journalist. Wilson was already established
in business as a printer and bookseller.
This newspaper was a bold venture.
There was at least one other local paper
then, The Nuneaton Chronicle. Whilst
the Chronicle was started in the cause
of the Tory party. The Observer was
started as the voice of Liberalism. On
the 50th anniversary of the Observer.
Alfred Lester Scrivener was described
as one of the most capable journalists
of his day. The Observer during his editorship is a delight. It carries many detailed descriptions of the people, places
and events in North Warwickshire particularly covering the nineteenth century with special reference to the first
part of that century. His knowledge of
the history of the district is encyclopaedic. He describes Nuneaton, as it was
when both he and his father knew it, so
very different from the 21st century. It
comes alive through his observations
into newsprint. The buildings, old customs, public houses and taverns, the
church and its occupants, social life,
major events such as the great reform
election of 1832 when momentous
surges of public feeling manifested
themselves in riot and lawlessness. The
unspoilt Warwickshire countryside,
coal mines, hat making, brick and tile
yards, brewing and engineering are all
described in an attractive and lively
style. Above all he describes the many
historical connections this area had
with the major events in English history.
There are a number of references as
well to his personal life and feelings,
the thoughts that went through his head
(Continued on page 9)
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as he carries out his survey of our historic district. We have seen for example
that a visit to Nuneaton church reminds
him of his own loss. We find another
reference to this in the Observer of 21st
December 1877. He writes of Nuneaton
Church: "Sweet and solemn memories
stand sentinel upon the threshold of the
Church where we first worshipped. We
would shake off from our feet the dust
gathered on the rough ways of the
world for this is holy ground. Echoes of
far off voices, sad and tender, reach us
from beyond the grave. Strange childlike fancies return again, as when with
fearful wonder we first looked upon the
mystery of the Eternal, and our hearts
trembled and were still... So as I pace
the sounding aisles of our own parish
Church, the restless curiosity of the antiquarian is mingled with deeper and
holier feelings, and historic interest is
quickened by the thought that these
venerable walls have heard the prayers
and witnessed the vows of those who
were bone of our bone, and flesh of our
flesh in the perished ages".
After the death of his grandfather, Joseph senior in 1859, and the early death
of his father Joseph jnr. In 1860. Alfred
did not live at his former family home
in Wash Lane but lodged with relatives.
The Ropewalk passed into the ownership of Thomas Hanson (? - 1872). Following Hanson’s death the business
passed to Isaac Hogg (1831-1889) a
native of Atherstone. When Isaac Hogg
died his wife Eliza Hogg carried on the
business a few more years until it
passed to Charles Phillimore (18701940). Charles Phillimore was Isaac
Hogg’s nephew.
By the end of the 19th century the hand
manufacture of ropes requiring a long
Ropewalk was being superseded by
new technologies, rope making by machinery became the norm. So the former long very narrow plots of land
needed for rope making where the rope
maker spun his hemp into yarn and
wove the rope with a hand held gadget
as he walked along in a straight line
was superseded by new technology. By
the beginning of the 20th century ropes
sold in Nuneaton had been brought in
from mechanised factories elsewhere,
and retailed locally. Charles Phillimore
continued in occupation until his death
in 1940.
In the yard at the back of the George &
Dragon Joseph Scrivener senior built
some cottages to rent, ten in May 1827
and a further 10 by June 1828. Forever
after this court of small tenement cottages was known as “Scrivener’s
Yard”. Like all the court cottages in
Nuneaton and every other Midlands
town they were cramped and unsanitary
dwellings. By the 1930’s they had
fallen into disrepair and were mostly
unoccupied.

However, after the great Luftwaffe raid
on Nuneaton during that infamous night
in May 1941, they found another use,
as a makeshift mortuary! The great extent of the dead overwhelmed the local
hospital mortuary facilities so other accommodation for the bodies and body
parts had to be found. It was here that
Frank Hextall, who worked for the Borough Council in the adjacent council
yard, was asked to provide assistance in
dealing with these gruesome remains.
His qualification seems to have been
that he had survived life in the army in
the First World War. He must have witnessed many a gruesome scene, but I
doubt whether he got over the scenes he
witnessed of the burnt and mutilated
remains of his fellow Nuneatonians
during that harrowing time.
I was very pleased some years ago to
have corresponded with Mrs. D.A.
Villiers – Charles Phillimore’s niece,
and she provided a lot of information
on the history of the business. She
wrote that it originally extended from
Queens Road to Coton Arches but had
been reduced in length due to later
building development, particularly
when Chapel Street was built, so that
instead of being long, narrow and
straight, it formed a long circle ending
where Chapel Street is now. She said
that rope making was a highly skilled
trade that took seven years to learn.
The ropes made in Nuneaton went all
over the country and were exported
abroad. But that was in the good old
days. Later on, of course, “Ye Olde
Rope Shoppe” at 28 Queens Road was
in the occupation of Miss Maude Phillimore who continued her father’s business after he had passed away, carried
on selling ropes, and the other products
formerly vended in olden times. As
well as the toyshop and dolls hospital
she also ran from there. She retired in
April 1959 at the age of 64 and that was
the end of 150 years of the rope trade in
Nuneaton. The George & Dragon public house carried on a few more years
until it closed its doors in 1965 and I
can recall drinking in there just once
shortly before it closed and remember
its smoke stained walls, low ceilings
and narrow corridors.
The George & Dragon was an interesting old building as its top floor had
been used as a silk weavers workshop
and the bottom floors formed a plain
and comfortable house. That is until
Joseph Scrivener Snr. chanced to take
advantage of the removal of beer licensing in 1830. It lasted as a pub 135
years although the building was much
older. Reputedly 200 years old when it
was demolished. When they demolished it they found a complete thatched
roof under the tiles.
But what happened to Alfred Lester
Scrivener who had, by a round about
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route, introduced me to the Ropewalk?
It seems about June 1880 he was offered and accepted a new job as a journalist and shortly afterwards was appointed editor of the Bootle Times.
Bootle was becoming a growing suburb
of Liverpool, which was then the gateway to the New World. Liverpool was
a thriving port driving a great trade at
this time. It must have been very attractive to Alfred after his quite life in the
sleepy Midlands town of Nuneaton. He
had moved with his wife Elizabeth,
whom he had married in 1878 to West
Derby in Liverpool. A journalistic colleague of his wrote some thirty years
after his death: “Mr. Scrivener was a
little man, and wore a torpedo beardalthough that was not the name given to
such beards then. Probably he cultivated this adornment out of deference
to the inclinations of the Nuneaton dignitaries, who liked bearded men to record their wit and wisdom. Also he was
an inveterate smoker; his fingers were
scorched and stained by the use of them
as tobacco stoppers. Further he had a
mellifluous voice- like all the Scriveners I ever knew; it was pleasant to listen to him talking, and one used to
think how nice he must be able to
sing.” One day our correspondent got a
lift from Alfred Scrivener in his gig
after a court case he had covered in
Atherstone and wrote of it as follows:
“But I have always remembered with
pleasure that drive with him along the
Watling Street Road, when he talked
and talked about Nuneaton and its affairs past and present, and punctuated
his talk with encouragement to his
horse-“Get on my lad, get on, with a
flick of the whip, but never a stroke of it
for the animal”.
It is sad to relate that on Christmas Day
1886 after an illness that lasted several
months Alfred died at his home in Liverpool. His obituary said, ”His vital
power seemed to waste away with such
slow regularity that the progress of his
decay might be noted day by day, for
months. Each day he was in some degree or manner worse, but now he is
better, - for he is dead.” Alfred was
buried in Kirkdale cemetery. It is
poignant to recall that just after his
death, early in 1887, there was a new
born child to the couple – Ada Lester
Scrivener, but shortly afterwards another of his children Gertrude Davis
Scrivener died on May 4th 1887 aged
two years and six months joined her
father in heaven. His oldest daughter,
Alice Elizabeth lived to a great age.
She was born in 1879 and died in 1972.
His genetic material lives on. His great
grandchildren are proud of their family
heritage, and treasure the lives of the
Scrivener family in Nuneaton with
faded memories of the Ropewalk,
which their ancestors owned all those
years ago.
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A Postcard Home By Sheila Dunn
This post card of Chilvers Coton
church was sent on the 10th of February 1815 to Miss Fanny Rigby, 8 Copper Street , Macclesfield, Cheshire
From her brother, H Rigby. It reads:

holiday only for the parades and I
know quite a good lot of the men.
My address is 8744 Pte H Rigby c/o
Mrs Lofts, 28 High Street, Nuneaton.
Love to all at home.

Dear Sis
Just a line to let you know that I have
joined the 1st Batt at Nuneaton which
is like paradise compared to the place
I have just left behind. I hope I shall
not have to go back there again. Have
been lucky to get into a good billet the
people are very nice indeed and make
one feel at home, it is like being on

The writing at the bottom of the post
card was quite difficult to read so I
hope I have got 'Mrs Lofts, surname
correct. Perhaps someone might know
of the address and recall the lady in
question who made life so comfortable
for Private Rigby, along with the people of Nuneaton, during WW1.

SMITH’S CHARITY
By Peter Lee

Smith's Charity was set up by Richard
Smith in the 18th century to educate the
less well off members of Nuneaton, presumably his native place. Richard Smith
was of St. Anne's parish in the city of
Westminster and in his will dated 27th
October 1712 proved 1716 gave all his
lands, tenements and hereditaments in the
county of Warwick, to apply the rents
there from to clothe and educate the poor
children of Nuneaton. In 1732 the rent
received from his Coventry properties was
£212.10s.0d. In Nuneaton £212.15s.0d.
Mortgage Interest £68.11s.0d and dividends £22.15s.0d. In 1820 they found
manganese under Smith's Charity land at
Hartshill which within six years had realised the sum of £470 for the trustees.
When the national schools were set up in
the mid 19th c. leading to free rudimentary education for most poor children in
the town, Smith's Charity school did not
really have a role to play. Their school
premises in the Market Place, Nuneaton is
now occupied by Barclays Bank. The
headmaster's salary & gratuity in 1833
was £35.0s.0d. per annum and the mistress received £11. I think they lived on
the premises.
In 1833 there were 30 boys who were
taught reading writing and arithmetic,
with another 15 who paid towards their
education. There were thirty girls taught
reading and needle-work.
I think the school closed in 1896 and I
have the architects plans, but what happened to the charity thereafter I have no
information. It must have been very
wealthy in view of all the land and property it owned and it may still exist.

A Double Entry In The 1901 Census
By Sheila Dunn
When looking for my grandfather’s
brother in the 1901 census, I went
straight to the index at Birmingham
library knowing I would probably find
him living at Buckingham Street Birmingham. (The much awaited 1901
census on line having crashed on the
first night!) George had lived at this
address with his family since moving
from Hornton near Banbury in the mid
1870s. Her married Elizabeth King in
1880 in Birmingham. I found him on
the 1901 census exactly as expected at
21 Buckingham Street, Birmingham as
in the copy of the entry below.

Recently whilst browsing through the
1901 census on line looking at other
Prentice surnames, up popped another
George Prentice. He was a visitor staying at the Fleece Inn in Leeds, Yorkshire. He was described as aged 44 (one
year different to his age on the other
entry), a building and packing case
manufacturer born at Horton in Oxfordshire.
I can only assume that Elizabeth,
George’s wife, thought that she had to

include the whole household in the census whether they were at home or not,
and that George was actually not at
home but up in Leeds selling some of
his packing cases perhaps to the publican of the Fleece Inn (for what exact
reason I will probably never know).
This is just one instance that, were it
not for the census on line, I would have
always assumed that George was at
home with his family on the night of
that census.
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It’s Good To Talk
By Jacqui Simkins
One thing we learn in family history is
to contact older relatives: not just for
their family memorabilia, but to listen
to their memories. However, we often
neglect talking to those outside the
family: those who would have known
our immediate ancestors.
George Henry ‘Harry’ BATES (18801960) lived his life at Browns Farm,
Arley. He married Victoria ‘Tori’
REDHEAD (1888-1936) in October
1913 - by 1920 they had four children.
A few years ago, I found Tori’s grave
at Baxterley, beside her brother John
and her parents.
Her stone says,
“Victoria Bates died 21st March, 1936 –
At Rest – Erected by her mother TW
Redhead”. I had questioned my father
who recalled being told Victoria had
been ‘ill or something’ and believed
she had ‘gone home to die’. He also
recalled a few other memories that
suggested Tori had gone home long
before her death.
Diaries in my
possession record many family visits
which required journeys past Browns
Farm, but there is no mention of Harry
or his family although there were visits
to the Redheads: Harry had been
ostracised by his sister, niece and
nephew – perhaps by others in the
family. We knew that the daughters of
Harry and Tori (Nella 1916-1941, Nora
1914-1991 and Mary 1918-1979) had
all been dedicated nurses and died
without marrying; we did not know
what had happened to their youngest
child, son Henry John (1920-1989)
although my father knew he served in
the navy before and during WW2, and
had survived but never returned to his
father’s farm.
Regular readers of the Journal will
remember Pat Boucher and I invited
researchers of various Bates lines for a
day at Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre
in 2003. We were grateful to Pickard
Trepess for promoting the day on
Pickards Pink Pages website, which
included a photograph from my
collection. Eighteen months after the
Bates Day I received an email from a
lady who believed that photograph was
of her grandfather Harry BATES: she
was unaware he was my gt gt uncle! A
hitherto unknown branch of the family
was found: it was Jane, daughter of
Henry John “Johnny”, who contacted
me.
After a few weeks, Jane visited me to

explore places associated with our
shared Bates ancestors, plus her
Redhead and Weetman families. We
got along well but our two days did not
go as planned: somehow the weekend
turned into a series of coincidences,
chance meetings and a voyage of
discovery – all through talking plus
‘cold calling’ which would often not be
welcomed let alone productive.
We visited Shustoke to see the graves
of Richard (c1762-1844) and Catharine
(c1766-1809) STEVENSON probably
Jane’s gtx4grandparents), then
meandered via Bentley where we
believe they farmed, and on to
Baxterley to look at the Redhead
graves: Thomas Willoughby
REDHEAD (1854-1936) and his wife
Sarah Weetman COLEY (1865-1947)
were Jane’s gt grandparents. We knew
from old press cuttings that the
Redheads had farmed at Old Hall Farm
prior to moving to Grange Farm at
Hurley. We called at Baxterley Old
Hall: the gentleman working in his
garden told us where Old Hall Farm
was and who to talk to…that lady sent
us to see the people who had bought
Grange Farm from the Redheads about
40 years previously. Everyone was
welcoming and helpful – maybe our
roots in north Warwickshire farming
helped with the introductions: “Who
did you say your father/grandfather
was?”. At Grange Farm we sat at the
kitchen table learning about Marion and
Will REDHEAD’s later years and how
Mary & Nora BATES used to visit and
continued to visit the new owners for
their weekly supply of fresh eggs. Jane
remarked she felt she had been in the
room before: she described a parlour as
it had been 40 years earlier – somebody
had taken Jane there as a child to visit
her grandmother’s brother and sister.
We chattered till well after dark, and I
left my details to be passed to another
lady with Coley connections and,
incidentally, whom I had known as a
child.
After an evening drooling over old
photographs, commenting on the lookalikes and wondering who was who in
some unnamed pictures, we eventually
hit the sack with intentions of an early
Sunday start.
First port of call was Ansley
churchyard. Some of the Bates there
are not known to be connected – but

Jane felt drawn to the grave of Ted and
Alice who had farmed at Rye Hill and
Spring Field farms. My father recalled
fetching sheep from their farm for
dipping in the village so the connection
may be agricultural rather than
genealogical. We found the Weetman
grave beside the church: Thomas
WEETMAN (1810-1872) and his wife
Sarah (1806-1886), nee Stevenson of
Manor House, Ansley – they had
previously lived at South Farm, Arbury
(gtx3grandparents of Jane). I glibly
said not to explore the new area. We
decided to drive past where Manor
House likely had been and then a whim
took me off through Oldbury (home of
the Bates in the mid-1800s) and on to
Mancetter. A Weetman researcher in
Leicestershire had kindly mentioned
that graves were in the “new”
graveyard opposite Mancetter church.
Jane seemed to meander straight to her
family while I plodded along the rows
of stones!
Thomas WEETMAN
(c1785-1848) and his wife Sarah
(c1787-1864) “late of Oldbury” are also
Jane’s gtx4 grandparents.
We left Mancetter to go via Arbury
estate. Having been advised that South
Farm house is much altered, and no
more a working farm, there was little
point arranging a visit but a quick drive
past parts of the estate gave Jane a feel
for the area. Our journey then took in
Fillongley (my birthplace) then via
Devitts Green and Ballards Green
(another Bates connection!) through the
lanes to Hood Lane Farm where my
father was born.
I do not like Arley churchyard – other
churchyards have no such foreboding
for me. I had never been to investigate
several family graves there – though
having memorial cards provided much
information. A kind lady in Arley had
said there was a Bates stone near the
wall, on the side nearest Church Farm:
I interpreted this as the perimeter wall
so while I was trying to see if any
stones lurked beneath the Leylandii,
Jane found the grave close to the
church, facing the farm. Jane was upset
on confronting the grave of our shared
George BATES (1840-1925) and his
wife Mary Jane nee Hatton (18431923) – we think because Harry is laid
to rest with them, of which I was
unaware. George & Mary Jane are my
gtx3 and Janes’s gtx2 grandparents –
(Continued on page 12)
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yet Jane is younger than me!
Now fate played a trump card: we
needed coffee to bolster our earthly
souls so headed for a spot I knew but
found a sea of mud. Knowing the lanes
well from my youth, I headed on
towards a grassy corner to discover a
neighbouring farmer from the
late 1950s out with his dog.
We talked for ages and
learned much of Harry’s
farming antics, that he had
eventually married his
housekeeper
and,
unfortunately, that Browns
Farm house and all its
buildings had been
demolished to make way for
a golf club. We finally had
coffee with a sandwich
before making what was
intended to be a final visit, to
a man I had known through
the 50s and 60s.
After
raising the occupants (I was
not brave enough to open the
gate with canine ‘smiling’ at
me!) we gained little
information except “Go and
see Alf”. He explained whom
and where then, as a parting
comment added, “Harry was
a cruel man”.

having to take cows out on his way
over the fields to school at Arley and
bring them in to milk on his way home.
Alf commented that Nella could get her
way with her father!
We also
discovered that Johnny never liked Mrs
W: perhaps adding to his reasons for
going to sea.

tends the grave of Mary & Nora – in
the new part of Ansley churchyard –
and advised that a commemorative
memorial had been placed in St
Michael’s, Gun Hill, to Nella who was
killed on duty at Coventry Hospital in
the blitz. Alf was obviously very close
to the sisters – like a brother to them,
perhaps especially after Johnny left to
join the Navy. Our final visit
was a return to the new
section of Ansley churchyard
to the grave of Mary and
Nora.
A few days after Jane returned
home I visited Hurley to see
the lady I had known as a
child and who had known the
Redhead family.
She
recounted the other side of the
story.
Tori had been
“dumped” at the gate to her
parents’ farm, and left. Her
parents cared for her as best
they could, but she ate little
and lost interest in life
eventually requiring a
wheelchair. She died aged 48.
As a mother, I believe Tori
must have died pining for her
babies: that is all Johnny
could have been when she
was torn from them. She may
have been poorly, possibly
suffering what we now know
as postnatal depression:
circumstantial information
suggests that her departure
could have been quite soon
after Johnny was born. Her
children were too young to
have remembered her –
though perhaps Nora did and
that was what drove her to
disobey her somewhat
tyrannical father and visit her
mother on that single
occasion.

Alf is 84: I introduced us and
we were welcomed.
He
remembered Jane visiting
with her father when she was
young and even had a
photograph. We talked for
ages; his mother had lived in
and worked at Browns Farm
prior to her marriage. Alf’s
mother had recounted that Photograph from Johnny’s album, identified by Alf as
Victoria was worn out after being (l-r) Henry John, Mary, Nella, Nora and we
having the children and she believe the fair-haired older girl to be Emily Walmsley,
was expected to carry on daughter of the housekeeper. From apparent ages, this
working whatever. She used photograph would be mid-1920s.
to fall asleep – so Harry
decided she had “sleeping sickness and Jane and I had hoped that Tori’s Without talking to people, some of
was no use to him”. He is reputed to children may have taken matters into them total strangers, we could never
have bundled her and her belongings their own hands when older and visited have discovered the truth of the
into the trap, and left the farm with the their mother. Alf confirmed that on separation between Harry and his wife,
horse going at such a pace that the one occasion Nora had visited her who we found was known throughout
wheels barely touched the road and mum, which caused strife with her the Redhead/Coley family as Tori.
took Tori back to her parents. Alf father and siblings: Nora had been Jane is now part of my small family
could not be sure when this occurred, upset and talked to Alf about it. He felt and we hope that members of our
but it appeared to have been after 1920 sure the girls had no further contact respective families will meet before
and before 1924. His mother had cared with their mother. Harry and Alf long. Jane has also been made known
for the children until Mrs WALMSLEY certainly got along and Alf, his nearest to the Coley clan: I hope their
arrived as housekeeper, whom Harry neighbour, perhaps had a better occasional “gathering of cousins” can
eventually married in 1941.
We understanding of the man than anyone. now include her, no doubt with much
gathered from our various meetings that Mary had returned home to care of her more talking.
Harry was a “hard man” and Alf father in his final years, while Nora
confirmed Harry was hard on his continued her nursing as matron at In family history, it really is good to
children, with young Henry John George Eliot Hospital. Alf regularly talk!
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New Books, CDs Etc
Who Do You Think You Are? The essential
guide to tracing your family history
Book Review submitted by a NNWFHS member
Dan Waddell, 2004. BBC Books. ISBN: 0 563 52194 5.
£12.99 Tip: check on-line booksellers, in November this
book was purchased, including delivery, for £6.19p from
www.ukbol.com
This new book is designed to accompany the
groundbreaking TV series (made for the BBC by Wall to
Wall Media Ltd) on family history and, like the TV series,
sets out short histories of “interesting” ancestors of a small
group of diverse personalities highlighting the resources that
enabled these to be researched.
The book does not
necessarily show the same stories as were featured on TV,
but uses the same material to produce an interesting
narrative.
The book follows a different format and presentation to
existing books on family history research and, as you would
expect for a publication linked to a TV series, is lavishly
illustrated. It is very much about unearthing the history of
our forebears – as was the TV series – often featuring
various sources to bring the life of one ancestor to the fore:
putting meat on the bones. But that is family history as
opposed to production of a family tree: you will not find
trees for the personalities in this book.
Time and time again the importance of talking to relatives
and seeking out family memorabilia is reiterated and this
book does not hide the darker side that can be found in our
past. Family history does tell us why we are what we are !
For those embarking on the voyage of discovery that is
family history and especially those who feel the weighty, but
excellent, tome by Mark Herber Ancestral Trails is too much
to absorb, this is a book to buy. Those who are experienced
researchers will find nothing new in Who Do You Think You
Are?, but may find the featured personalities and the style of
presentation refreshing.

Sleeping Dogs II
Book Review by Ray Hall
I have just read this most interesting book by a local author,
Norma E. Rawlings from Shilton. It is a fictional mystery
which involves Family History Research. I have heard of
people saying that they had started reading a book and could
not put it down until they had finished it. This is such a
book. Very absorbing with an interesting twist almost every
other page. It is available from the library. The same author
has written an earlier book called Sleeping Dogs which I
have not yet read, but I intend to.

Foul Deeds And Suspicious Deaths In Coventry
By David McGrory
Publication Date 9th December 2004
ISBN 1903425573 Paperback, 176 pages, price £9.99
Press Release from Wharncliffe Books an imprint of Pen
& Sword Books Limited
From cut-throats, and traitors to witches and martyrs, David
McGrory gives an insight to the criminal acts of Coventry’s
sinister past. Starting in 1143 and travelling through to 1922
David covers over 20 gruesome murders and foul doings.
From murder by witchcraft to singular suicides, you’ll be on
the edge of your seat for all of these stories are true. With
information gathered from local libraries and old newspaper
archives many of these cases have been hidden away for

centuries. Now in
this latest addition to
Wharncliffe’s Foul
Deeds series you can
discover the true
history of Coventry.
Stories include: The
Sensational Goisby
Murder 1844 - 17
month old Emma
Golsby is stabbed to
death by her 13 year
old nanny Susannah
Jarvice.
The
Horrific Murder of
Mrs Kington 1859 Mrs Kington was
brutally murdered,
her own husband cut
her throat and face to
shreds
as
he
desperately tried to
cut off her head
believing she was in unholy relations with her father, and
Child Murder in Whitemore Park 1862 - John Mardson
drowned his 10 month old daughter in a local coal pit but
was later acquitted on the grounds of insanity.
David McGrory is one of the foremost historians of
Coventry. He was born in the city, as were his father and
grandfather and he has always been fascinated by
Coventry’s remarkable past.
**************************************
ADVERTISEMENTS

Your Old Books And Maps
http://www.youroldbooksandmaps.co.uk/index.htm
Old maps, books & documents are becoming harder and
harder to find and the price of purchasing them, is more
often than not out of the reach of many people.
By offering CD's, with Digital Images of original, out of
print & out of copyright books & maps it gives many the
chance to own facsimiles of these publications that
otherwise you would not have opportunity to use.
Hopefully as you browse our catalogue of CD-books, you
will find something of interest to you. Every sale we make
means more money available for acquiring new material.
We have Trade Directories, Maps & Atlases, County
History & Topography Books & Old Travel Books. Preview
images can be viewed online via the Online Shop - see what
you are buying!

Archive CD Books
http://www.archivecdbooks.org/
The Archive CD Books Project exists to make reproductions
of old books, documents and maps available on CD to
genealogists and historians, and to co-operate with libraries,
museums and record offices in providing money to renovate
old books in their collection, and to donate books to their
collections, where they will be preserved for future
generations.
The Project is all about making CDs of old and rare books
available to genealogists and historians at a reasonable price.
It is a "user supported" project, and is intended to be non
profit making.
Full catalogue of available titles is on line.
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GET NETTED
http://www.speedbird.uk.net/wheway/.
A new website on the WHEWAY family history.
*************************

www.ukbmd.org.uk/index.php This site provides links to
many web sites that offer on-line transcriptions of UK births,
marriages and deaths. Many sites offering UK census
transcriptions are also linked from here. It also lists those
registrars/registration areas with indexes (partial or
complete) on line.
*************************

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.com/~hughwallis/
IGIBatchNumbers.htm
Hugh Wallis has created a database of IGI batch numbers
and the source records that they apply to. For each batch he
has extracted the church or chapel (if specified), town,
county and country names and organised them by country
and county and created this website. A very powerful feature
that he has included is a hotlink from each batch number to
the actual search engine provided at http://www.
familysearch.org, including the ability to enter the surname
you are looking for. This makes it very easy to search all the
batches for a particular geographic location using just the
last name you are searching for - something that is not
possible directly from the LDS site without doing a lot of
typing.
*************************

http://www.british-genealogy.com/
Guidance, pointers towards carrying out good quality, sound
research, and help on how to find the relevant sources of
information that will help you in your quest. Not just to find
ancestors and build a family tree, but to put meat on the
bones with information about where they lived, how they
lived their lives, information about their occupations, and
what influenced their thinking and decision making.
Includes resource pages, forum pages and mailing lists.
*************************

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/census
For the first time, fully searchable indexes and scans of
original documents from the 1891 and 1881 censuses for
England and Wales are available. In time, census records
from 1841 to 1871 will also be available. Searching the
index is free - you pay a small fee to view the census entry.
************************

If you need help in deciphering early handwriting then the
following websites might prove useful:
Example alphabets in Old Law Hands:
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~oel/handwriting.html
Example alphabets in Court Hand:
http://homepages.rootsweb.com/~oel/courthand.html
An on-line course in old English handwriting:
http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/ceres/ehoc/
************************

www.pensear.org
(Press release) Pensear is an exciting new website for
anyone doing Irish Family History who has reached a dead
end.

The Old Age Pension Act was introduced in Ireland in 1908.
This meant that people over a certain age were guaranteed a
pension from the state. However, because the compulsory
registration of births had only begun in 1864, claimants of
the pension were unable to provide a birth certificate to
prove their age. The government therefore found it
necessary to establish a person’s age by allowing a search to
be made of the 1841 and 1851 census returns.
The claimant of the pension would give the name of the
Townland and Parish where he/she was born or resided in at
the time of the 1841/51 census, a search would be made of
that townland’s census returns and the result recorded. In
some cases the family would not be found and so only the
result “No trace” was entered. However, on many occasions
the search was successful. In these cases the additional
information could state only the age of applicant at the time
of the census, but, in many records the names and ages of
every person living there is supplied.
The Irish Pension Records are stored on microfilm, are very
difficult to read and are not indexed. Our researchers have
worked on these records, transcribing them to compile our
database.
At pensear.org you can search all the records we have
transcribed. The search is made using the surname you are
researching (for more information on how to search read our
step-by-step guide). You are in complete control. You can
decide yourself which records look relevant to your search
and purchase only these. At only 50p per record the next
step in your research needn’t break the bank.
There is currently over 11,000 records, mainly relating to
the northern counties, with more being added on a regular
basis. To be notified of additional counties as they are added
send us an email to receive our quarterly bulletin. If you tell
us the name you are researching and the county we will
contact you when this becomes available.
Also, for a limited time only, when you are added to our list
to receive the bulletin we will email you our brochure giving
more details about Pensear.org and how it can help you with
your Irish research.
*************************

The following website reviews were printed in Genuki News
and are included herein with the kind permission of Rob
Thompson.
http://www.victorianlondon.org/
This is a great site, with lots of information about Victorian
London. From descriptions of people and places to clothing
and fashions, you can find out lots and lots about the way
your ancestors lived on this site. It has a slightly frustrating
layout, but is easy to move around, and is absolutely full of
incredibly interesting historical information. This is the
place to go if your ancestors came from London in the
Victorian age.
(Continued on page 15)
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http://www.genesearch.com/newyork/
Did your ancestors emigrate from Europe and settle in the
US? Do you have branches of your family that disappear
from the UK, or Europe, and you think they appear in the
USA sometime later but cant make the connection? This
website might then be very useful to you as a finding aid. It
is a very simple website detailing where to find passenger
lists and records from 1820 to 1957. Simple, with a front
page, and links to more detailed information about who has
records this is a great little website and well worth keeping a
note of. No actual records but a very useful finding aid.
*********************************
ON-LINE COMPUTER SOFTWARE
http://www.htmlpedigree.com/
HtmlPedigree is a new computer program that produces web
pages from genealogical data in a GEDCOM file. The web
pages combine hyperlinked textual information with an
interactive chart pedigree. You can download a free trial
version of the program for evaluation (note: The free trial
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version is slightly disabled) . This can be upgraded to the
full version without any need for a further download. The
key difference from existing programs is the use of very
flexible interactive chart pedigrees for navigation, and for
the display of family groups. The program is also designed
to make site maintenance as easy as possible - for example,
bookmarks should remain valid when the site is updated, and
only files that have changed are rewritten, to make
uploading quicker. There are also many options for the user
to customise the appearance and content of the web pages.
*********************************
MAILING LISTS
BRITISH-HATTERS. A mailing list for the discussion
and sharing of information regarding ancestors whose
occupation was in the British hat trade. To subscribe send
"subscribe" to
british-hatters-l-request@rootsweb.com (mail mode) or
british-hatters-d-request@rootsweb.com (digest mode)."

Family Album
New Member Barbra Shirley has sent in this old photo from her collection.
The photo is of Miss May Lloyd, my father's sister. I think that the family might have lived at Alspath at this time. On the rear
is the writing:"Clattering Clara" Rover, looking as if he's just going to be violently ill, Stephanie and Melord.
I think that the car was named Clattering Clara, the dog named Rover and "Melord" ? Great granddad lived at Old Arley but
that farm is derelict.
I have an old document with the surnames of Cattle, Abell,
Ambrose Pearman and Fairfield, are there any members
researching the Pearmans?
My mother's father was the butcher at the "Bull and Butcher"
Corley and my great grand-father was the licensee, their surname
was French. I have an old photograph of The Bull and Butcher
with many men sitting-down in front of the pub.
I would love to hear from anyone who can give me any more
information.
Mrs Barbra Shirley, 36B Willes Road, Leamington Spa,
Warwickshire CV31 1BY
Tel: 01926 772172 Email:dolobran@btopenworld.com

WANTED

DEAD (OR ALIVE)
FOR THE NEXT NNWFHS JOURNAL
Articles about your ancestors, family photos, items for
our notice board and help wanted/ offered section etc.

Start writing NOW!!!

