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Or email
Nuneatonian2000@aol.com

Follow on by Ray:
When my friend from America
visited me a few years back she was
fascinated by our old pubs and
took quite a few photos.
The one she took in particular was
the Rose Inn in Coton Road.
This just has to be one of the oldest
pubs in town, and what stories lie
behind these walls?
Just up the road is the King
William, and I can tell you a
story that was told to me in my
childhood days about my
granddad. Granddad Clay was a
Master Potter at Stanley‘s
Brickworks (He was the one who
made the original mould for
Stanley‘s Red Lion motif) and he
liked his beer. He earned good
money but I‘m afraid a lot went on
drink. In those days we lived in a
cottage on the Arbury Estate, just
beyond where Bermuda Village is
now. He owned a horse and trap,
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I am very sad to see so many old (and not so old) pubs closing down. As
you know I take a great interest in pubs. Not that I am a habitual drunk,
you understand; my interest lies in their social history. They were the
working-man‘s front room. Times have changed; people‘s leisure time
has changed. In this day and age we are swamped with tempting things
to do at night: watch TV; trawl the internet; go to the gym; engage in a
myriad of leisure pursuits, genealogy being one of them, and drinking
more cheaply at home. So I have been exercising my mind trying to
think how we can make our locals more relevant. My wife‘s mother‘s folk
come from Stretton-on-Dunsmore and there is a pub in the village which
displays in the bar photos of the locals that have drunk there over the
years. Old timers who have died out generations ago can still be seen at
their leisure enjoying a contemplative drink at the bar. So should pubs
celebrate their own history in some such way? After all, a casual visitor
who has dropped in for a quick one might be tempted to come back with
friends or family and say come and look at this. Another aspect to this
could be that local history groups could adopt a pub as a ―heritage theme
pub‖, almost turning it in to a living museum with lots of local
memorabilia such as maps, photos & documents adorning the walls.
And of course if you use it regularly, your own photo could adorn the
walls for generations to come.

and on his drinking
sessions the King
William was his
favourite
watering
hole, so he would
drive down in his
horse and trap (no
drinking and driving
laws then), to have a
‗skin full‘ with his
mates.
If he got legless, as
I‘m told he usually did, his mates
would just throw him in his trap
and his horse would take him
safely back home where my mother
would put him to bed to sleep it
off.
All those pub characters that Peter
talked about are sadly missing
today. Every pub had them, they
were part of the scene. I never
knew my granddad; he died before
I was born but he was one of those
characters.
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Walking through the Rope Walk
precinct in Nuneaton recently, I
rested awhile on one of their
bench seats when I was joined by
a gentleman who was struggling to
walk with two sticks and sorely in
need to have a sit down.
He started off a conversation with;
―Twenty eight years down the pit
did this to me,‖ and then he
carried on telling me a little about
his time there.
As we were
chatting a female and male
companion, whom he knew, came
walking by. The man was carrying
a Flag Standard and obviously
they were from the British Legion
apparently on their way to attend
a funeral of a past comrade.
This brought us to the subject of
how few people are now left from
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the World War Years.
When you read the story sent in
by Celia Hornbuckle on pages 1920 which tells about the suffering
in the First World War, not only
were our brave men subject to all
sorts of atrocious conditions when
in enemy territory, they also did
not enjoy much comfort back in
this country.
Shortage of food
and clothing was common place.
Celia mentions that on one
occasion in a very cold winter they
were only given one blanket to
keep warm.
When we look at the state our
country is in right now;
every
time we read a daily newspaper,
there are always stories about
some young person attacking an
elderly person for no apparent

reason, someone being stabbed,
yobs carrying knives and guns, it
does make one think if it all was
worthwhile. What can be done to
make people realise what our brave
soldiers fought for all those years
ago.
As Pat Boucher started off in our
last journal, remembrance is what
it is all about. You can do your bit
by telling us your family wartime
stories, letting others know why we
did what we had to do to keep the
world free from tyrants.
Remember we are running a
competition for the best story in
any subject sent in by any member
(apart from committee!) so start
digging through your archives and
have a go at winning our prize.

Changes to Membership Details – Kate Keens, Membership Secretary
The committee has decided that it is an appropriate time to change the style of referencing we have for our
membership roll. The new numbers will be in two parts. The first part indicates the calendar year in which the
member joined NNWFHS and has since held continuous membership; the second part is a reference to the
position that the member joined at in that particular year. For example my number, 2002-07, indicates that I
joined in 2002 and was the 7th new member in that year. Your new number is enclosed within this Journal;
please make a note of it. We will be using the new numbering system with immediate effect.
I would also like to take this opportunity to give notification that we are withdrawing the issue of membership
cards. Paper, printing and postage costs have become very expensive and we have decided that the money
normally spent on membership cards will provide better benefits to members if used elsewhere.
Some of the savings made in withdrawing the membership cards enable us to offer a small reward to members
who have supported the Society for a many years. This will be in the form of two £2 vouchers which are
redeemable against any of the Society‘s publications (one against each item bought) and can be used in addition
to the members‘ discount.
One set of vouchers will be awarded on achieving five years of continuous membership. If you became a
member in, or before, 2003 your vouchers are enclosed within this Journal. There has to be an expiry date and
for this issue of vouchers that date is 31 August 2010. Those who became members in the calendar year 2004
will receive their vouchers on renewal of their membership at 1 September 2009 (to be enclosed in the October
Journal) and so on.
Over the next few months, we will be publishing more of the North Warwickshire Marriages Index booklets as
well as other new publications, so keep checking our publications list and see if there is something that will help
your research.
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S a m u e l M a l i n s ( 1 8 0 7 - 4 3 )
M . D . , M . R . C . S . , B - è - L ( P a r i s )
Article submitted by Stephen Compton condensed by Ray
NUNEATON MEDICAL HISTORY
This very interesting story has
been sent in by Stephen
Compton. It is rather long so I
have had to edit it. I sincerely
hope that I have done it justice by
retaining all the most interesting
parts. Ed.

and strong, well able to deal with
problems arising at school; but
Samuel who followed him to this
school in September 1817 did not
manage to adjust as easily. He
was shy and hard working, slightly

W

hen Samuel Malins was
born in Bradford Street,
Birmingham, on 25 May 1807,
the deer under the big oak tree in
Aston Park, a mile from the
centre of Birmingham, could be
seen from the window of his
home.
David Malins (17751844), his father, owned a
successful brass-founding
business, and was married to
Mary Brown who came from
yeomen farming stock in
Warwickshire.
Samuel was the
second son of six children and as
a boy of ten he watched the trees
in Aston Park being felled, the
deer disposed of, and the estate
turned into building lots. Thus
was Birmingham swallowing up
the Warwickshire countryside.
Mathew Boulton (d.1809) had
established the Soho ironworks
less than two miles from the
Malins‘ house, and in conjunction
with James Watts manufactured
steam engines. So the industrial
area spread, iron foundries and
brass manufactories flourished.
Samuel‘s elder brother by four
years, named David like his
father, had been sent when 10
years old to Mr. John Powell‘s fee
-paying boarding school at
Solihull, a village about 7 miles
from the family home.
Young
David Malins was extroverted

built with a thin, long face with
sharp blue eyes topped by a broad
forehead and auburn hair.
Although he appeared weak he
always had the stamina to walk
unusually long distances, and this
capacity combined with his great
devotion to his home, and
especially to his mother, was
responsible for his escaping from
school and walking home on
several occasions.
His father‘s reasons are not clear
for the decision to start Samuel on
a medical apprenticeship in 1820;
but his friends Alfred Dukes,
FRCS and Dr. George Edward
Male undoubtedly had some
influence.
Samuel left the
boarding school at the end of the
academic year in 1820, and was

‗put on trial‘ to Mr. John Bond, a
surgeon
in
Nuneaton,
Warwickshire. At the end of the
following August, Samuel was
officially bound apprentice to Bond
for five years.
Nuneaton was a gloomy small
town, set in a dull flat countryside
amid the coalfields. George Eliot
(Mary Ann Evans) described it as
‗dingy……..,with a strong smell of
tanning up one street, and a great
shaking of looms up another’. She
was admirably fitted to comment
for she was born at Arbury Farm,
Nuneaton in 1819, educated at
Attleborough and afterwards in
Coventry. All the best known local
characters of Nuneaton at that time
are recognisable in her novels and
Mr. Bond is identifiable as the
original Mr. Pratt, one of the two
rival doctors in Milby (Nuneaton).
Bond was well known in Nuneaton
public life, a governor of the Free
School, a die-hard Tory. As he was
a widower, his sister, a
bluestocking old maid acted as his
housekeeper and lent Samuel
books from her extensive library.
Samuel studied hard at Latin and
Greek also teaching himself some
French and Italian. But initially he
was only thirteen and no less
homesick in Nuneaton than he had
been at school as this letter he
wrote home in 1821 shows:
Dear Mother
I arrived safely at Nuneaton
without any accident. The night I
got in Mr. B had a party of Ladies
& Gentlemen so that I was just in
time. I did not got to bed until
three o’clock the next morning.
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My cold has been very bad since
I left; but is now getting better. I
have been very uncomfortable
and unwell since I left home for
you know I had ‘no mother to
give me any wine’ nor anyone to
care about me so I have been
crying the greater part of the
time. But I am now getting
better and hope that I shall soon
not to think of home, at least not
so much as to make me unwell,
for be assured I shall always
think of you every day till I see
you again. No one can judge
what it is to leave home but those
who experience it.
Nevertheless, provincial
Nuneaton introduced him to few
kindred spirits, or stimuli, to
enable him to progress
intellectually during his
adolescence. But there was one
cheerful happening in these years
-his meeting and falling in love
with Selina Greenway, a daughter
of George Greenway of
Attleborough Hall.
Greenway
was a r ich l aw yer who
unfortunately was not friendly
with Bond who believed he was
being distracted from his medical
training by this affair. By October
1825 there had been
longsuffering differences between
master and apprentice which now
reached their climax.
Samuel
Malins wrote to his friend John
Overton, who had married
George Greenway‘s eldest
daughter and was practicing as a
surgeon in Bristol, to find out the
exact sum that Overton had paid
Bond as a premium for his own
apprenticeship. It proved to be
£157.10s, and Samuel‘s father
paid that sum to Mr. Bond, who
thereupon relinquished Samuel
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from his apprenticeship
months early.

ten

The article goes on to
describe more of Samuel’s
training including his time
at L’ École de Médecine in
Paris and Edinburgh. Ed.
But first Samuel visited his fiancée
Selina Greenway and her family at
Attleborough Hall.
As a poor
student he must have been
impressed by the lavish scale on
which the Greenwoods lived. The
estate, laid out with walled
gardens, pleasure grounds, lawns
and woods, encircled a large
neoclassical house, spendidly
appointed.
Obviously Samuel
could not ask George Greenway
for his daughter‘s hand until he
was firmly established as a doctor
in practice, in three or four years
time perhaps. Yet even then he
must have heard tales of some of
the methods by which Greenway
had aquired his wealth. George
Eliot drew a clear and ironic
picture of Mr. Pittman [George
Greenway] and how, as a lawyer,
―he managed the affairs of
several gentlemen in those parts,
who had subsquently been
obliged to sell everything and
leave the country, in which crises
old Pittman accommodatingly
stepped in as a purchaser of their
estates, taking on himself the risk
and trouble of a more leisurely
sale; which, however, happened
to
turn
out
to
his
advantage…….No one in Milby
[Nuneaton] considered Mr.
Pittman a virtuous man, and the
elder townspeople were not at all
backward in narrating the least
advantageous portions of his
biography in a very round
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unvarnished manner. Yet I could
never observe that they trusted him
any less, or liked him any worse”.
During Samuel’s training in
Paris there is an interesting
item
which
is
worth
noting…..Ed.
After staying a few days in
Attleborough Samuel Malins paid a
brief visit to his parents in
Birmingham, then set out for Paris
where he arrived on the evening of
18 October, finding rooms in the
student quarter of Montparnasse.
This Baccalaurat-è-Lettres was a
compulsory preliminary to the
French M.D. until 1852 when it was
abandoned. There was much to be
said for such a course which was an
attempt to preserve a humanistic
and classical education before
embarking upon the science of
medicine.
Paris possessed at that
time the finest postgraduate medical
school in Europe, where many
studied who subsequently reached
the top of the profession in Britain
and America.
The French were
particularly advanced in the study of
anatomical dissection as French law
had long provided for a study of
corpses legally.
For example, in
1818, 592 patients died in La Charité
hospital and all of these might have
been legally used for pathological
inspection, whereas in Britain until
the passing of the Anatomy Act
(1832), the medical profession had
to rely on the bodies of victims of
public executions, or on unsavoury
methods of resurrecting bodies. At a
time when Samuel was in Paris the
shortage of bodies for dissection
continued in Britain, so the work in
Paris must have been especially
valuable to him.
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C e l i a
P a r t o n
P h o t o s
b y
J o h n
P a r t o n

The three months since writing
my last page has been an exciting
time for me as I have finally
achieved a long held ambition.
My book about the Baddesley Pit
Explosion has been published.
Those of you who know me will
realise that this is something I‘ve
been researching for many years
now as the disaster claimed the
lives of four of my ancestors and
changed the lives of many others.
In 1999, the society was lucky
enough to acquire documents
about
the
Baddesley
Pit
Explosion Relief Fund thanks to
our chairman Peter Lee. At the
time he wrote local history
articles for a local newspaper and
a man brought a bundle of
documents to the newspaper
offices because he thought they
might make an interesting story.
The man had no interest in the
documents - he was more
interested in the stamps on the
envelopes
containing
the
documents - and so the society
was able to purchase them.
They contained much more
information than had previously
been available and so I thought I
should write a book about it and
ten years later I have actually
done it.
The book has been published by

of the
February.

The
Friends
of
Atherstone
Heritage,
their secretary, Lorna
Dirveiks,
has
long
encouraged me to do
this book. The copies
arrived
from
the
printers
on
27th
February just in time
for me to launch the
sale of them at the
Baddesley
Colliery
Reunion
and
Exhibition,
commemorating
20
years since the closure
pit, on Saturday 28th

Pickard, Jacqui Simkins and
myself will be there manning the
NNWFHS stand.
MY NEW PUBLICATION
Parker‘s Fine Pumping Engine –
The Baddesley Pit Explosion 1882
I have written a detailed account,
in chronological order, starting
with the events leading up to the
explosion, the explosion itself and
the aftermath including deaths of
rescuers, the inquests, recovery of
the bodies of the trapped men and
the result of the enquiry into the
disaster
together
with
the
presentation of Albert medals and
commemorative Bibles.

This
event
was
well
organised by Steve Adnett
with a little help from his
family.
Steve has been
researching the history of
coal mining in the area for
many years now and has a
large collection of mining
memorabilia most of which
he had on show.
There were other exhibits
by various other collectors
of mining memorabilia and other
mining associations including the
South
Derbyshire
Mining
Preservation Group and the
Nottingham NUM retired miners‘
section and I was there myself with
my small exhibition about the
explosion. It was well attended and
everyone had a good day.
The following day (Sunday) there
was a special service at Baddesley
church when the names of all those
killed at Baddesley Pit were read
out.
Forthcoming Event
Atherstone Fun Day – June 6th
2009.
Once again this annual fund raising
event will be held in Atherstone
Market Square with exhibitions
also inside St Mary‘s Church. Val

Celia at her book signing

I have also included information
from the Relief Fund documents
which has never been published
before.
There are a number of black and
white photographs, many from
my own family collection.
There is also an appendix at the
back entitled ―Family History‖ as
most of the men were found to be
related.
Copies can be obtained through
NNWFHS or directly from me.
All proceeds from the sale of the
book go to the ―Friends of
Atherstone Heritage‖.
Price £4.95 plus £1.55 for postage
and packing.
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Annette Finch ready to throw

Shrove Tuesday is the day before
Ash Wednesday which denotes
the start of Lent in the Christian
calendar. In France
they
celebrate it as Mardi Gras
whereas in this country it is
Pancake
Day
when
we
traditionally
eat
pancakes.
Many towns across the country
hold pancake races, but not in
Atherstone. In Atherstone we
have the Ball Game.
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elsewhere. Long Street closes down
for the afternoon and all the shops
are boarded up for protection. The
game actually starts at 3.00pm but
there are certain traditions which
take place before that. At about
2.45pm the children (local schools
close for the afternoon) all gather
underneath the upstairs windows of
Barclays Bank and sweets are
thrown out to them, followed by
coins including the special ―golden
penny‖. The lucky child who finds
this is rewarded with a ten-pound
note.
Then the Ball itself is thrown out
from the first storey of Barclays
Bank, usually by a local personality;
this year it was Annette Finch, a

The Ball Game is now
Atherstone‘s main claim to fame
following the closure of the hat
factories. This year was said to
be the 810th year but the true
origins are lost in the mists of
time.
One version is that it
started in the 12th century in the
reign of King John as a contest
between the lads of Warwickshire
and Leicestershire, but John
Austin in his book ―Hats, Coal
and Bloodshed‖ suggests that
origins may be even further back
than that. He thinks it may have
originated as a form of football
called camp-ball played over
2000 years ago by Roman
soldiers and they may have
brought the custom to Britain,
maybe even to Mancetter or
Manduessedum as the Romans
knew it.

news reporter from Central TV. In
the past many stars of stage and
screen have done the honours. In
the fifties and sixties many stars
appeared in pantomime at theatres
in Coventry and Birmingham and
they were asked to come to
Atherstone to throw out the ball.
Some of you of a certain age may
remember such names as Eve
Boswell, Beryl Reid, and Shirley
Abicair, famous for playing the
zither, who all came in the fifties. In
the sixties there was Sid James,
Jimmy Tarbuck and Mike Yarwood
and then Ken Dodd in 1970 and
Nuneaton‘s own Larry Grayson in
1977.

The game takes place in Long
Street and the only rule of the
game is that it must be confined
to Long Street and not stray

The ball is much larger than an
ordinary soccer ball. It has its own
unique shape, which has been
described as a squashed sphere or

Crowds awaiting ball

globe. A new ball is made each
year for the occasion.
It has
ribbons attached to it and these
are prized souvenirs to the men
who manage to grab them from the
ball.
It is then kicked up and down Long
Street. Things start to get serious
at about 4.30pm when teams get
together and try to ensure that one
of their team has the ball as when
the klaxon sounds at 5.00pm
whoever has the ball is declared
the winner and gets to keep the
ball. Later in the evening the ball
is taken round the local pubs and
money collected for charity.
The Ball Game is a fiercely held
tradition in Atherstone and
nothing is allowed to stop it going
ahead, not even two world wars.
Last year it poured down with
rain the whole time but it didn‘t
stop large crowds turning out. In
the past shopkeepers have
complained of losing trade but it
still goes on. Most now accept it
as it is only once a year.
Health and safety goes out of the
window but they do have
marshals and policemen who
keep an eye on proceedings to
make sure it doesn‘t get too out of
hand. It‘s a real free-for-all with
men brawling and fighting to get
the ball, but I don‘t remember any
serious injuries occurring although
most participants look pretty
battered and bruised at the end.
So it‘s over for another year.

Boarded shops.
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Quoting from the web site:
ItRunsInMyFamily.com is for you.
You are the ultimate steward of
your own health. We believe that
giving you more power and control
over your own health information
will lead to better health outcomes.
We believe that by helping you
create your own family health
history, we are empowering you to
look inside your own genome and
discover potential health risks
before they occur. Our goal is to
help you improve the quality of your
life through family health history.
ItRunsInMyFamily.com is an openaccess tool created and developed
by SGgenomics, Inc. a privately held
corporation that funds and develops
innovative genetic & health based
ideas. We encourage and invite
everyone to use our family health
history tool without cost or
obligation. Tell your friends, family,
patients, and colleagues that this
service is available for all to use.
The online Family Health History
Tool allows people to create a
comprehensive
family
health
history report that can be used by a
healthcare professional. It is
capable of charting complex family
relationships and storing pertinent
family health information in
standardized
pedigree
nomenclature. It will reduce the
amount of time that doctors and
other health professionals spend in
collecting data, thereby allowing for
more time to be spent in evaluation
and defining treatment

ItRunsInMyFamily.comsm
Fact Sheet
―Nothing is more powerful than
an idea whose time has come.‖
Victor Hugo
Executive Summary
ItRunsInMyFamily.com℠ is a
family health history website
with a patent-pending family

&
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health history tool.
ItRunsInMyFamily.com℠
Family Health History Tool allows
people to create a comprehensive
family health history report that
can be used by a healthcare
professional.
The tool is capable of charting
complex family relationships and
storing pertinent family health
information in standardized
pedigree nomenclature.
Will become the standard family
health history tool recommended
by health providers.
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(adoptions, half-sibs, pregnancy,
etc)
Fully editable personal and
health information
Health summary module
Pedigree Assistant to assist
user
Linkup and automatically
share info with family members*
Save and store with login
accessibility

Version Info

Print or E-mail family health
history report

ItRunsInMyFamily.com
Family Health History Tool
v1.0 and website features:

EHR, EMR, PHR
interoperability available with
licensing

Patent-pending pedigree-first
design and features

Customizable tool features
available with licensing

Adheres to Standardized
Human Pedigree Nomenclature
Follows the family health
history core-data set
recommendations established by
the American Health Information
Community (AHIC).
12 selectable diseases include:
Heart Disease, Stroke, High Blood
Pressure, High Cholesterol, Type
II Diabetes, Breast Cancer,
Ovarian Cancer, Lung Cancer,
Colorectal Cancer, Prostate
Cancer, Skin Cancer, and
Osteoporosis.
‗Other‘ option to enter any
disease, condition, or trait
5 generation/3rd degree
relative family member pedigree
Unique family relationships

Adobe Flash 9.0 platform
Zoom in/zoom out, pan,
expand screen capabilities
Change proband
Disease information available
for selectable diseases
Prevention Techniques
Family Health History Guide
‗How to‘ videos
Frequently Asked Questions
Personal information protected
with SSL, firewall, data
encryption, HIPAA compliant
hosting.
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A Light-Hearted Look at Research
5. I resolve to move to a new town, new
county or new country at least once every
ten years just before those nosey
enumerators come around asking silly
questions.
6. I will make every attempt to reside in
counties and towns where no vital records
are maintained or where the building
burns down every few years and I will try
to reside in two different counties at the
same time creating same-date, same name
documents for each.

New Years Resolution 1852
It is New Year’s Eve and my ancestor sits at
his desk by candlelight. He dips his quill pen
in ink and begins to list next year’s New
Year’s Resolutions because he knows that
200 years down the road, one of his
descendents will be prying into his life.
1. No man is truly well educated unless he
learns to spell his name at least three
different ways within the same document. I
resolve to give the appearance of being
extremely well educated this coming year.
Occasionally, but only occasionally I shall
give my second name as my first and my
first name as my second.
2. I resolve to see to it that all my children
will have the same given names that my
ancestors have used for six generations in a
row.
3. I resolve to never list the same age of
birth year twice on any one document for
myself since it is nobody's damn business but
mine.
4. I resolve to have each of my children
baptised in a different church, a different
faith or a different parish. Every third
child will not be baptised at all or will be
baptised by an itinerant minister who keeps
no records. Some children will be baptised
twice.

7. I will obtain land grants and buy land
in one county while residing in another
and spell my name differently on each
deed.
8. I resolve to join an obscure cult that
does not believe in record keeping.
9. I resolve not to participate in military
service or, if pressed, will find a new way
of spelling my name.
10. When the tax inspector comes to the
door, I will lend him a pen, which has
been dipped in rapidly fading blue ink.
11. I resolve that if my beloved wife Mary
should die, I will marry another Mary.
Then I will have another 12 children,
many of whom will have the same names
as children from my first marriage.
12. I resolve never to make a will. My
heirs can create confusing probate records
trying to sort it out.

13. If I should have another child this year
I fully intend that he or she will be
baptised with the same name as a sibling.

14. There will be no registration of any
birth, marriage or death if I can help it. If
I am forced to register anyone, their
name, address and all other details will be
omitted, misspelled or altered very
slightly so as to avert suspicion in the
officials but will create maximum doubt
and confusion for my descendents (God
bless them, every one).
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1911 Census Online
The 1911 census has been released
early as a result of legal challenges. As
family historians we benefit from this
– but at a price, as it is ―pay to view‖
only, for now.
The official launch of the 1911 by
FindMyPast was in mid-January.
However, there were beta trials in
December which enabled registered
users to try out the site and no doubt
this allowed the host company to work
towards a site that wasn‘t going to
crash as soon as it was launched; too
many memories of the 1901 census
debacle.
The official website address is:
www.1911census.co.uk The site has a
free search capacity, but to view
transcriptions and images you need to
purchase credits. Viewing each image
will cost in the region of £2.50-£3.48
depending on the package of credits
purchased.
The 1911 census is the first where we
actually see the household schedule one household, one schedule. We do
not have the pages collated by the
census enumerators as in previous
years and therefore do not have access
to the enumerators‘ descriptions for
their areas. The website advises that
additional pages relating to the census
will be available to those who
purchase images and include the
census enumerators‘ analysis sheets in
this, though elsewhere you are told
these are not yet online. If you go to
the 1911 census website, click on
―about the 1911 census‖ and navigate
to ―sample documents‖ then open
their sample page you will find a very
legible example.
What will you get on an image?
The striking difference with this
census is that you will see the actual
handwriting of your ancestors who
completed the forms, probably the
head of the household. Entries were
supposed to be made in ink, but there
was no requirement to use capitals so
you will find some unintelligible
scrawl! There are the normal pieces
of information that we expect from
any post-1850 census - name,
relationship to head of household, age
etc - but new questions were asked
giving us very useful additional
information now:

Length of the present marriage This question was aimed at married
women, not married men!.
Children born to present marriage
including those born alive, those still
living (but not necessarily in that
household) and the number who died.
Industry or service with which a worker
is connected—this is useful as where
someone
enters,
for
example,
―labourer‖, you will now see what he or
she laboured at.
Nationality of every person born in a
foreign country.
Note the last column headed Infirmity
has been blanked out under the strict
100-year ruling.
Further interesting information is
added at the foot of the schedule page.
The left-hand box is for the enumerator
to complete from the information
added by the household, but to the
right is probably the joy of these
schedules – the signature of the
householder who completes the form.
He or she also confirms the number of
rooms in their dwelling house, and
adds their postal address. This is the
only place on the form where the
address is written and you may struggle
to read it as it comes immediately
beneath the signature and will
frequently be in a ―signature‖ hand.
As with previous censuses, you will find
ticks and numbers added - these are the
statistical analysis marks and codes
that produce the details you can find on
www.histpop.org/ (a very handy and
free website with census statistics).
However, the birthplaces are all coded,
and there is a list of the codes on the
1911 website – this will be particularly
relevant when you cannot read the
handwriting, but beware that the
statisticians may just have taken a stab
at it!
Search for free
The site is easy to use and you can get
useful results using the free search
facility. First, go to the 1911 website;
look at the right-hand panel headed (at
time of writing this article) ―Search the
1911 census‖. Scroll to the foot of that
panel and click on ―full person search‖.
The combinations available enable you

to identify if people are still living
together, or still in a particular
place – the place shown will be
the registration district not the
actual village or parish unless
both bear the same name. If you
have a family of BROWN, with
Obadiah as the head, a wife called
Jemima and children Joseph,
John, Elizabeth and Mary you can
pop one in the main box, and the
other names in the ―other
members of the household‖ box.
If you have BROWN and all the
names are popular ones you may
need to know the area where they
were living to narrow the field
somewhat. But by fiddling around
with the options you can certainly
make headway with your searches
without spending money. It is
worth commenting that there has
been some criticism on discussion
mailing lists of the transcription/
indexing of surnames; I have seen
on one list the advice that anyone
searching for Mac- or Mcsurnames and not getting the
results should leave a space after
the Mac or Mc before rest of the
surname.
It is rumoured that subscribers to
FindMyPast will be able to access
the
1911
through
their
subscriptions later this year. We
understand that Ancestry will
launch the 1911 in 2011.
FindMyPast suggests that the cost
of images is due to filming in
colour. Black ink on browning
paper is not that exciting even
with red marks by the statistical
analysts; filming in colour does
help legibility where ink has faded
to brown, and the paper has
darkened to strong tea colour!
Census details enable many of us
to take our family history back
into the 19th century, and the
launch of the 1911 census will
certainly help those struggling to
break down an early 20th century
barrier. Poignantly, the 1911 will
be the last census on which many
appeared who were to die in the
Great War a few years later.
Happy hunting – but don‘t break
the bank!!

****************
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Level Crossing

Rapper‘s Hole
Terrace / Cottages

To Rapper‘s Hole
Bridge, Stockingford
Station & Sidings

I cannot think of a locality in the
Nuneaton area that has generated
more interest than Rapper‘s Hole!
What is it about this place that has
captured the public imagination
so much? After all it was just a
short terrace of four terraced
cottages, and two (or more?)
separate houses some distance
away. It must surely be the
setting? You cannot imagine a
lonelier spot in the whole of the
Nuneaton area. It was deep on
Nuneaton Common remote from
the built up areas of Stockingford.
Rapper‘s Hole was in a woody
patch by a lonely miry path and
access was via a wooden crossing
of a secluded industrial railway
line.
Let‘s face it, a trip to the corner
shop was more than a brisk walk.
It must have been a morning‘s
stroll for the lonely ―Rapper‘s
Hole‖ housewife. One can easily
imagine the location on a dark
winter‘s night, misty, frosty and
remote. The flicker of candles or
oil lamps glimpsed through
tawdry net curtains hiding the
modesty of the residents behind

the cottage windows. To add icing
to the cake the spot was said to be
haunted! I have read several
mentions of the ―Rapper‘s Hole
Ghost‖. Few local people would
dream of setting foot along the
narrow stony path to this spot at
the dead of night.
On a warm summer‘s day in 1962
I set off on my bike with a pal to
look at the old overgrown tracks
that then stretched along the
abandoned track bed of the
Stockingford branch railway to
Ansley Hall Colliery. Crossing the
tracks we went up a pathway and
found a row of Victorian terraced
houses, incongruously situated in
this remote spot. It seems so
strange that sometimes looking
back now, I wonder if I might have
imagined it. It was as though
somebody had lifted the end off a
row of houses up the ‗Ford and
planted them in amongst a few
trees in the middle of a field.
Something that did stick in my
memory though was what I always
knew as ―Rapper‘s Hole Bridge‖. I
always thought that the bridge
itself led to Rapper‘s Hole, but no,
this was some distance away. A

little further along the railway
there was a level crossing and
that led to the cottages. The
railway track first went past an
old blue brick yard, leased by
John Parker, and then past the
cottages; after that it forked into
two. The one on the left climbed
up to Hill Farm and the other
emerged in Plough Hill Road
near Haunchwood Colliery. It
was quite a substantial walk over
the fields.
What makes it more difficult to
visualise today is the fact this
whole area has been built up
with housing estates. Just
knowing where the track way ran
is very difficult to work out. The
old railway formation is a
footpath but the former track
way to Rapper‘s Hole has been
altered due to housing being
built up to the bed of the old
branch line.
A review of the households
indicates that there were far
more families living there in 1841
than houses which appear on the
later maps. Could it be in the
intervening years some of the
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1841 census
Stockingford Farm House
(W)rapper‘s Hole
John and Ann Dagley
John and Maria Jeffcott
Mary Jeffcott
William and Hannah Grimes
William and Sarah Jeffcote
William and Mary Bown
William Jeffcote
William and Sarah Bayliss
Joseph and Sarah Jeffcote
Charles and Maria Harrison
Richard and Jane Jeffcote
Hannah Hinks
Catherine Dormer
John Orton

S o c i e t y

c o n t ’ d

John and Mary Bindley
1901 census

Rapper‘s Hole Residents,
Head of Households:

H i s t o r y

Joseph Jeffcote
George and Sarah Hancock
Mary Hancock
James and Elizabeth Brindley
James and Elizabeth Harold
Charles and Emma Bindley
Later the little terrace of houses
known as Rapper‘s Hole was called
Drinkwater‘s
Cottages.
The
Drinkwater in question must have
been Henry Drinkwater who
occupied one of them. He was a
railwayman, an employee of the
Midland Railway. Mr. Drinkwater
was born on 28th October 1868 and
started his railway career as an
engine cleaner on 3rd October 1889
at Heaton Mersey engine shed. In
1890 he became a fireman and was
then transferred to Belle Vue shed
Manchester on 21st November
1890. He passed out as a driver at
Belle Vue with the salary of 33
shillings per week on 20th October
1899. On 10th October 1908 his
salary was advanced to 39 shillings
per week.

Just prior to this in 1908 he had an
accident at Stourton sidings; he
suffered cuts to his head and face
and several toes were also severed.
Luckily it was not more serious.
However, he had to be moved to
lighter duties and was sent to the
then newly opened Stockingford
engine shed where he was given the
job of storekeeper on twenty-two
shillings per week plus 8s. 6d per
week compensation. In 1910 he was
promoted again taking the night
foreman‘s job at the shed following
the transfer to Coalville depot of
his predecessor at Stockingford,
William Hames. The Foreman‘s job
was better paid at 30 shillings per
week but his compensation was
reduced to 7s. 4d. a week. He
worked during the railwayman‘s
strike of 1911 and was paid a £2
bonus for his trouble crossing the
picket line. The following year he
lived
in
Church
Road,
Stockingford.
Sometime
afterwards, he moved to Rapper‘s
Hole. One old timer told me that
his son, Charles, was living at the
cottage between the wars, and had
the regular habit of leaving a basket
of home-grown vegetables by the
crossing gate for the enginemen; in
return, they left Charles a few
lumps of coal.

This unhealthy looking structure was often referred to as ―Rapper‘s
Hole‖ Bridge, but actually was some distance away from the fabled
location. That was further on beyond the bridge (we are looking towards Stockingford Drybread Sidings at this point, with Stockingford station behind us). A boarded level crossing some few hundred
yards beyond and round the corner reached the legendary houses.
Mining subsidence from all the coal pits then working in the area
had caused the bridge structure to crack and distort. It had to be
buttressed by heavy baulks of timber and remained like this for another 40 odd years before it was replaced with a steel bridge which is
still there today. The bridge itself formed a demarcation line as the
line in the foreground which led up to it was used as the headshunt
for Stockingford goods yard. The signal shown beyond the bridge
was very important as it stopped trains coming down the branch
from crashing into any locomotives shunting on the head shunt. In
later years the Midland Railway pattern signal was replaced by a
standard LMS upper quadrant signal. The wire on the left connected
the signal arm to the signal box at the junction.
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The Genetic Nemesis of Teddy Kem
by Alan F. Cook

I started research on Teddy (Josephus) Kem
back in 1988; at the time I thought it would take
a few months to complete. Since that time I
have written 2 reports, several journal articles
and by 2004, the Joseph Kem biographical
entry in the New Oxford Dictionary of
Biography, Oxford University Press. ISBN 978
0 19 861311 1. Just when I thought the research
had finished; back came the character to
challenge and taunt me.
My research led me to suspect my good friend
Peter Lee may have had genealogical
connections with the ancient Kem lineages of
Tailbois (Tailboys / Tallboys / Talboys) and
d‘Umfraville (Umfrevilles) - who were
Northumbrian Barons.
We spent many hours pondering that
coincidence. I now discover I have Taberer/
Taberner relatives—that may mean Peter and I
may also be
related??
When I was a
young geological
neophyte
(in
1996), I began to
research
the
local Cambrian
Abbey
Shales;
over the years I
invested a lot of
man-years
researching its
elusive fossils.
In 1985, all the
hard work paid
off and I found
this specimen of

an extinct trilobite (about 530,000,000 years
old)-Paradoxides abenacus.
The fossil turned out to be the only known one in
the UK; so it helps correlate the geology and
geography of North America, Europe and Asia.
After that research was published, I thought the
Abbey Shale story had come to an end; so time to
move on. By some strange coincidence I recently
found a Sterling Metal‘s document that stated
they had privately commissioned boreholes,
probably for water abstraction.
By some quirk of fate I had not been aware of
these two boreholes; then I plotted them on to a
map, they were literally a few metres away from
Teddy Kem‘s Heaven (Kem‘s home).
One of these boreholes apparently reached
Cambrian rocks at 95 ft depth. I have since
accurately plotted the rocks they encountered –
Abbey Shales.
I am still somewhat stunned by this,
Synchronicity
Coincidence beyond belief
DNA genetic nemesis
Just how much can be pre-programmed into our
DNA?
Is our existence somehow a pre-programmed
destiny?
The historical roles of amanuenses, disciples
and initiates, are not dead-but alive and well in
Attleborough- -beware!!.
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N O R T H W A R I C K S H I R E — t h e a r e a
N N W F H S C o v e r s . . . b y J a c q u i S i m k i n s

O

n the instigation of our
chairman, in November
2008, I embarked on some
research of the map NNWFHS
used to explain its working area. I
explored some of the major
sources on parishes - the Victoria
County History, Frederik Youngs‘
Local Administrative Units of
England and a handlist of
holdings at Lichfield RO and
found a number of anomalies in
our mapped area. The map was a
mishmash of ecclesiastical and
civil parishes, largely "modern"
boundaries and it caused all sorts
of problems when used for
recording historical (pre-circa
1870) data. ―Parishes‖ today are
not the same as they were before
mid-1850s.

Much of what we publish, and
which forms our major projects, is
based on pre-1850s church
records or on Poor Law Union
(PLU) material, which initially
used ecclesiastical parishes for its
working areas.
This requires
records for entire Church of
England parishes to be used.
Please remember that historical
parish register entries usually
show the parish of a person, not
the place where they lived – in
even a relatively small parish
there can be several distinct
hamlets never mentioned in the
registers.
Those members on email were
provided with information about
various parishes and asked to
comment in time for our January
meeting. Although we were not
inundated with replies, we are
grateful to all who did reply – your
comments enabled decisions to be
made. Please compare the map on
the inside cover of your previous
journal to the one in this Journal
– if you don‘t have the area
imprinted in your memory,
viewing the map as you read may
be useful! We will also be having
some further colourful maps for

our area, which help explain civil
registration districts and so forth –
these will be for our displays at
events.
The following Church of England
parishes (as in existence at approx.
1870) will be included:
Wolvey: The committee had
decided previously to include
Wolvey though it had never been
added to the map.
Stretton Baskerville: as Wolvey,
but note that although it remained
an Ancient Parish, it had no church
and the care of souls was largely,
probably unofficially, attached to
Burton Hastings: both are to be
included.
Hydes Pastures: is
little more than a manor with no
independent
ecclesiastical
standing. It is civilly part of
Warwickshire, but ecclesiastically
part
of
Hinckley.
It
has
traditionally
formed
part
of
NNWFHS area and will remain so.
Monks Kirby:
We had been
asked to include Copston Magna,
which is historically a chapel of
ease to Monks Kirby - a
geographically huge parish. So to
be realistic, if we include Copston
Magna we would also have to
include its mother parish - Monks
Kirby.
We are still within
Knightlow Hundred and diocese of
Lichfield (for historical records). It
was decided to include Monks
Kirby and therefore also the
hamlets of Stretton-under-Fosse,
Pailton, Easenhall and Copston.
Ansty and adjacent Shilton both
have some early association with
Bulkington. The general consensus
from members was to include these
and the committee agreed. Why do
we not cover Minworth? It was
part of Curdworth ancient parish,
which we do cover – though our
mapped area only shows part of the
old Curdworth parish area - it is
now in the working area.
Tamworth is, and always has
been, a problem area. Tamworth

town was Staffordshire, but
Tamworth‘s huge ancient parish
incorporated
Wigginton,
Hopwas and Fazeley plus
Wilnecote,
Amington,
Stoneydelph, Bolehall, Glascote
and Castle Liberty. It is this
latter group of then outlying
townships that fell within old
north Warwickshire. Wilnecote
did not become an independent
parish until 1856. As Tamworth
is now within Staffordshire, and
Wilnecote parish records now
form part of the Staffordshire
collections, the committee took
the
decision
to
include
Tamworth for now but to
reconsider should a family
history
group
specifically
covering the Tamworth area be
formed; work will continue on
transcribing
Tamworth
marriage registers.

Those to be excluded:
Wibtoft and Willey; Sowe
(now Walsgrave-on-Sowe) and
Exhall as all are likely covered
by neighbouring FHS. We had
previously included Water
Orton a chapelry and part of
the enormous parish of Astonjuxta-Birmingham, which we do
not cover. The responses from
members were that the area
(Water Orton and Aston)
should not be included and the
committee
was
in
full
agreement. There was more
difficulty
over
Sutton
Coldfield - it is right on the
north-west flank of our area but
generally members felt it should
not be included and the
committee concurred.
So, the general decisions were
to lose a little, include all of
some parishes where previously
we covered only a geographical
part of a whole (how did we
manage that?) and include a few
additional ones that have
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traditional ties to other parishes in
our area or are known to be of
specific interest to a group of
members. The remaining question
is: does our title reflect our working
area, especially to those who are
not members?

If you are in a position to transcribe

records of any parishes within
the working area, do please
contact NNWFHS: we have the
North Warwickshire Burials
Indexing project along with the
North Warwickshire Marriages
Indexing project – help and
guidance is available; you need
access to a computer at home
and to be able to get access to
registers either in the Record

H i s t o r y

S o c i e t y

c o n t ’ d

Office or at your local library
(Rugby, Nuneaton, Atherstone,
Coleshill
and
Tamworth
libraries all hold some filmed
parish registers, as does the
Shakespeare Birthplace Trust
RO at Stratford, plus of course,
all the LDS Family History
Centres around the world).

PARISH REGISTERS– critical for our research
by Jacqui Simkins

I

n family history we rely on
recorded information to prove
as best we can who begat whom,
when and by whom.
Civil
registration, introduced in England
in 1837, is a relatively modern
invention. Prior to then, the
established church – the Church of
England – was the recorder of
baptisms, marriages and burials.
The Church was also, through the
diocesan courts, responsible for
the probate arrangements and they
therefore required records of
parentage and marriage to prove
probate arrangements. This is why
our diocesan record offices are
stuffed with documents that can
open up a whole new world of our
families in the past.
Although this article is aimed at
explaining why the records came to
be, and may explain a lack of
information, it is important to
remember that clergy were very
much the ―king of their domain‖.
When using records you will form
opinions about a particular
incumbent: you may find them
charming, never committing to
record adverse comments on their
flock; you may find them profuse
in the detail in their registers
written in good ink and a fine
hand; unfortunately, you will find

those who wrote little - often
illegibly - and frequently castigated
the locals!
Let us start at the beginning – a
change to normal research tactics
where we start with what we know
and work backwards. Registers for
parish baptisms, marriages and
burials were first introduced in the
mid-16th century.
Periodically
since then Acts of Parliament, other
instruments and actual events have
affected the keeping of Church of
England (referred to as the
―Church‖ in this article) registers.
1538
Thomas
Cromwell's
injunction, re-iterated in 1547 and
again in 1558 in more strident
terms, required the recording of
baptisms, marriages and burials
performed in Churches. Few truly
original registers survive for the
period prior to 1597. In north
Warwickshire, Coleshill (1538),
Corley (1540), Fillongley (1538), Gt
Packington
(1538),
Kingsbury
(1539), Nether Whitacre (1539) and
Shustoke (1538) would suggest we
have a reasonable survival rate of
early registers, but it would require
examination of each of these actual
documents to establish if they are
original or copies created under the
instrument of 1597.

1597
A Constitution of the
Province of Canterbury and
approved by Queen Elizabeth in
1598 ordered the keeping of
parchment registers.
This act
required previous entries to be
copied into them, especially from
the beginning of the Queen's reign
(1558) [see above para]. Some
parishes copied entries from 1538,
and where registers begin with pre
-1598 entries there are inevitably
some gaps. Another requirement
from 1598 was for copies of
entries to be made and annually
sent to the diocese – a
requirement that continued until
the 1840s. These records are now
known as Bishop's Transcripts those for north Warwickshire are
held at the Lichfield Record
Office. There are missing periods
in most parishes and the returns
of some parishes leave much to be
desired in their detail.
1642-1660
The English Civil
Wars of the 1640s, and the
Commonwealth that followed
(after the execution of King
Charles I) disrupted the keeping
of registers in many parishes.
Frequently, entries tail off in the
early 1640s and are sporadic or
non-existent until the restoration
of the monarchy in 1660. You will
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PARISH REGISTERS……...cont’d

hear
reference
to
the
―interregnum‖ which was 16491660. This break in the sequence
of records is often sufficient to
stall research.
1653 An Act of the Barebones
Parliament
introduced
civil
registration of marriages.
A
'Parish Register', usually the
incumbent or parish clerk, was
elected by the ratepayers to
record entries. Banns were called
in a public place such as a market
square.
These marriages are
recorded in some parish registers,
and sometimes include details
such as the names of fathers of
the parties. If you have a clutch
of children and no marriage, do
not assume the couple were not
wed – the marriage may have
been ‗civil‘.
1666, and to greater effect 1678
Acts for burials in
woollen were passed to promote
the wool trade and required that
'no corpse of any person (except
those who shall die of the plague),
shall be buried in any shirt, shift,
sheet or shroud or anything
whatsoever made or mingled with
flax, hemp, silk, hair, gold or
silver, or in any stuff or thing,
other than what is made of
sheep's wool only'. These Acts
were not repealed till 1814. Some
parishes kept separate registers of
burials in woollen, and some of
these gave more details about the
deceased than usual; but others
merely continued with their
existing registers, perhaps noting
―buried in woollen‖ or ―affidavit‖
to confirm the Act had been
complied with.
1694-1709 A tax was imposed
on baptisms, marriages and
burials of non-paupers, on a
sliding scale according to status
(2s 6d for the cheapest marriage,
rising to £50 for a Duke's
marriage). Not surprisingly, this
met with some resistance, but
some parishes do include entries
of births separately from entries
of baptisms. But the tax can

explain why a family did not have
the children baptised.
1752 A
critical
year
to
remember – a new calendar was
introduced. New Year's Day up to
and including 1752 was Lady Day 25th March.
After 1752, New
Year's Day was 1st January. Care
must be taken to distinguish
between 'Old Style' and 'New Style'
dating in the period 1st January to
24th March before 1753. You will
find many pre-1753 dates shown in
transcriptions as, for instance,
1730/1731 denoting that the
original entry was 1730 (1 Jan-25
Mar), but on our modern calendar
it was in 1731. You can find a
baptism dated, for example, 20th
March 1730 that actually followed
a marriage dated 1st April 1730 in
the old style calendar, and wrongly
presume it was an illegitimate
birth when applying today‘s
calendar.
1753 Hardwicke's Marriage Act,
applied from 1754, required that all
marriages, other than those of
Quakers and Jews, be performed
by banns or by licence in the
Church in the parish of residence
of one of the parties. With a few
exceptions, marriages were no
longer performed in chapels-ofease until they became parishes in
their own right in the nineteenth
century.
Printed
marriage
registers were introduced (but not
necessarily used by all parishes);
either a single volume with
provision for recording banns and
marriages, or separate volumes for
banns and for marriages. The
layout included space for the
signatures of the parties and
witnesses.
Many brides and
grooms made their marks, and
witnesses were often 'regular'
witnesses (for example, the parish
clerk). However, our work on the
North Warwickshire Marriages
Index project has shown that some
couples made their mark yet
subsequently signed registers as
witness to other events.
We
believe that in some instances,
incumbents filled out all the details

and invited the bride and groom to
―make their mark‖. Incidentally,
the bonds for marriages by licence
form part of the records held in the
diocesan record offices (Lichfield
for north Warwickshire) and are an
under-used resource.
1783 The Stamp Act introduced
a duty of three pence per item on
entries of baptisms.
Special
printed registers were available
and were used in some parishes,
but exemption from using these
could be granted provided that the
duty was paid on entries recorded
in the regular register. The Act was
repealed in 1794.
During the
eleven years it was in force some
parents avoided the duty by not
having their babies baptised and
consequently, you may find family
groups being baptised together
once the Act was repealed.
1812 This was the year of Rose's
Act which, from 1813, introduced
set-pattern printed registers for
baptisms and burials. Baptisms
had to record the date, the child's
given name, parents' forenames
and surname, place of abode,
father's occupation, and the
officiating clergyman's signature –
there was no requirement for date
of birth to be recorded. The burial
register gave the name of the
deceased, the place of abode, date
of burial, age, and signature of the
clergyman but again, no necessity
to show the date of death. Only
minor changes have since been
made to this pattern.
It is
interesting to note that from 1813,
many clergy felt a need to write
something in each allotted space of
the new marriage registers – you
will find many entries ―with
consent of friends‖ and also ―with
consent of parents‖. The latter is
traditionally felt to indicate one or
both of the marriage partners had
not attained 21 years of age. Don‘t
believe it! For example, the first
entry in Astley marriage register is
on 8th February 1813 for the
parents of Mary Ann Evans
(George Eliot); it shows ―with
consent of parents‖. Robert Evans
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PARISH REGISTERS……..cont’d

was a widower born in 1773, and
his wife Christiana Pearson, b
1787 – neither is a minor
requiring parental consent.
1836 Under
the
General
Registration Act, which came into
force in 1837, responsibility for
marriages became a civil matter
and passed to the Registrar
General,
who
was
also
responsible for registering births
and deaths. The pattern of entry
in the new marriage registers
included spaces for the names
and occupations of the father of
each party.
This information
should be verified from other
sources, as a bride or groom may
not have known the truth about
their parentage – you may find
stepfathers named as fathers,
even grandfathers assumed to be
fathers, or conveniently named to
hide illegitimacy. Two current
registers were, and still are, kept
at the church; copies of entries
are sent quarterly to the Civil
Registrar; and when full, one
register is retained by the
Registrar.
Details from the
Registrar's records are accessible
only through the purchase of
certificates; however, you can
view many church marriage
registers in record offices or on
film in local libraries- a print-out
is far less expensive than a
purchased, certified GRO copy of
the same information!
1858 Not technically part of
parish register legislation was the
Probate Act introduced on 11
January 1858. Prior to this date,
the church was responsible for all
probates, but from 1858, probate
became a civil matter. Pre-1858
wills for local people are at
Lichfield, or The National
Archives for those proved in the
higher Prerogative Court of
Canterbury.

1978 The Parochial Registers
and Records Measure required
parish registers and records
ending over a hundred years ago
to be deposited in the appointed
diocesan
record
office

(commonly the County Record
Office) unless a parish met
stringent
requirements
for
keeping them in the church. In
practice many parishes have
deposited much more recent
volumes as well as the older
ones, and those deposited can all
be searched without charge
under this provision.
The
original records remain the
property of each parish even if
within the care of the diocesan
record office. Microfilm copies of
many parishes have been made
and are available for searches in
the Record Office to save wear
and tear on the originals.
Should the microfilm copy be
defective (such as an odd page
has been omitted in filming, or
entries have been omitted at the
top or bottom of a page, or a
margin note is only partially
filmed) members of the public
have a right to see the actual
register - but this does not
necessarily
apply
if
the
microfilm
copy
merely
reproduces the poor quality of
the original. You will find filmed
copies of original registers in a
number of local libraries as well
as at Warwick Record Office; the
Lichfield RO does not hold parish
registers
for
north
Warwickshire.
Note that the
registers for Wilnecote are held
at Stafford RO.
Whilst the set-pattern register of
baptisms and burials from 1813
and marriages from 1754 are
fairly easy to use, those before are
less straightforward. The amount
of information given varies from
a bare minimum in some parishes
(a child's forename and surname
only in a baptismal entry or
simply ―son of‖ and the father‘s
name; the groom's name only in a
marriage entry) to a delight of
detail for the genealogist in one of
the 'Dade' style registers when
grandparents' names and abodes
are given in the registers of
baptisms. Dade registers were
launched in Yorkshire from the
1770s and certainly reached

counties near to but do not seem to
have
filtered
into
north
Warwickshire – if your research
elsewhere encounters one, you will
be thrilled at the detail contained.
When trawling registers, particularly
before 1754, please remember that
some parishes chose to record all
entries
in
one
chronological
sequence.
Others
recorded
baptisms, marriages and burials
separately year by year, or in
separate blocks in different parts of
the same register, so that there is a
danger of missing entries in
searching – especially so when using
filmed records. If there is a period
lost from parish registers prior to
approximately 1840, you may find
there are extant Bishop‘s Transcripts
that cover the period.
Your pre-1850 and particularly pre1837 research will rely heavily on
Church registers. You may find
relevant
information
on
the
International Genealogical Index
(IGI), but please remember this is an
index, largely completed from
Bishop‘s Transcripts and you must
see the original entry in a parish
register for yourself – it can provide
considerably more information.
Remember also that the IGI
generally does not include burials/
deaths – so a baptised child may not
have lived to be the one who married
two-or-so decades later.
Knowledge of the effects of the above
instruments on the keeping of our
Church registers and records will, we
hope, enable you to make sense of
entries you find – or explain why
some do not exist.
I am indebted to Eileen Simpson,
previously of the Cheshire Record
Office and lately archivist for the
Grosvenor Estates, for sharing her
in-depth knowledge of parish
records, and those critical dates that
affected them.
Eileen’s original
article, on which this piece is closely
based, was published in the Cheshire
Ancestor, March 2009.
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n Remembrance Day 2002 I
was

helping

out

with

a

Children‘s Church Club in Highamon-the-Hill called ―The Highlighters‖
talking about the poppy and people
who were injured or lost their lives in
the Wars. I mentioned that I had
some First World War medals, which
belonged to an uncle of my late
husband, and I was asked to bring
them along the following week to
show the children.
John William Hornbuckle‘s medals
were still in their little boxes with the
ribbons and certificates. I also have
his army belt, stirrups, scrolls, a
plaque, coins, books, mug, plus a
number of photographs and lots of
postcards.

Willie 6th from left back row—Ernie 7th from
left 4th row about 1904.

Charles Ernest 1894-1974 Jane Elizabeth
1867-1934 Anne Martin J.W.’s g.f. William
1868-1949 John William 1893-1917

The

and Geoff have all died and these

both

attended

Artillery headquarters. They were not

family attended St Paul‘s Church as

able to help with his military life, but

many prizes show. They both went to

were able to tell me from a family

work at the Tunnel Pit and postcards

photo that I sent them that he had

tell of many accidents happening there.

been awarded a wounded stripe and a

John

good conduct stripe, also that the

Stockingford at the age of 21 after

photograph

signing up to join the Royal Horse and

was

taken

while

on

compassionate leave, as his second
button was blacked out. His trade

Sadly his nephews Albert, Gordon

brothers

Stockingford Church School and the

badge was the crossed guns (Gunners)

William

Hornbuckle

left

Field Artillery on 1st September 1914.
―Will‖ started his training in Sheffield
and conditions were tough. Postcards

One day while searching through old

tell of him living in Hillsboro Barracks

newspaper records I found an article in

along with H. Mears, a man whom he

the ―Midlands Counties Tribune‖ 14th

had worked with at the Tunnel pit.

By the following Monday I had got

December 1917 under the title ―Died

They were hoping to travel home

together a folder of things connected

from Wounds‖ and this enabled me to

together but had to wait until they had

to John William and the children and

put the postcards to him and from him

some clean clothes as they had been in

helpers were very interested in his

in some order.

the same ones for ten days and had had

things are now in my care and are to
be passed down later in the family.

life. They were able to do some
rubbing of the medals, plaque and
coins

commemorating

Queen

Victoria‘s Diamond Jubilee in 1897
and Edward VII Coronation in 1902.
While Geoff and I had tried to find
out more about his army career and
paid for a search in London, we were
told the records were lost during the
bombing in the Second WW.
I decide I would try and see if I could
find out more so I wrote to the Royal

John William was born in South
Wigston on 24th July 1893, and his
brother Charles Ernest was born
6thNovember 1894, the children of
William

and

Jane

Elizabeth

Hornbuckle, nee Exon .
William Hornbuckle worked on the
railways and moved his family to 55
Webb Street, Stockingford in 1903; lots
of railwaymen I believe moved to the
area around that time.

very little food. Conditions got worse as
more and more men arrived. They were
only given one blanket instead of two
this coming up to winter time too. Will
was pleased when he started signalling
because he didn‘t have to do so much
marching.
Grandmother Exon was knitting socks
for the soldiers and Will was pleased
when he received food parcels from
home; he asked family to number his
mail because he didn‘t believe he was
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getting it all. In December 1914 he

moved several times before finally

sends a photo of himself and his

coming to rest at—The

mates who live above the stables with

Empire Wimereux Communal

him.

Cemetery France.

On July 1st 1915 Will was sent out to

******************************

the Dardanelles and was in the Sulva

British

J.W.Hornbuckle’s name is on
the

memorial

in

St

Paul’s

Church and in Riversley Park.
hand injury. A postcard shows him in
hospital with his arm in a sling and
other patients in beds packed tightly
together. He was transferred on his
birthday to Coytrehen Parc Hospital
in Tondu, South Wales .
Will returned to action in France on 1st
Bay landing. It was for his action on
2nd July 1915 that he was awarded the
1914-1915

Star

Medal.

He

was

wounded at Chocolate Hill and taken
ill with the fever, then spent five
months

convalescing

in

Egypt

including Christmas, as cards show.

November but on the 20th was gassed
and received shrapnel wounds. He
was admitted to the 2nd Australian
hospital, but sadly died of his wounds
on December 3rd aged 24.
William

and

Jane

Hornbuckle

attended their son‘s funeral the next
day in France.
They went many times to visit ―The
Dear Old Boy‘s Grave‖ which was

Will was sent back to France on 22nd
March 1916 and was in action in the
Somme. The postcard of him cleaning
his gun in the trenches shows a
different

picture

from

what

the

conditions were really like.
On May 13th 1917 Will was injured
again, this time in Monchy and was
sent to hospital in Cardiff with a bad

