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Editorial
I think editorials should be short
and sweet. This is your Journal,
and the less I witter on the more
room I have to put in your stories
and your research. This issue we
have a fine article from Vic Terry
about his family‘s involvement
with the early days of Standard Oil
(SO or ESSO as it became more
well known as). My sympathies lie
very much with Bob the faithful
horse who pulled the oil cart
around little knowing that ESSO
and other similar suppliers would
make him redundant within a very
few years.
Peter Lee has, as usual,
contributed some excellent local
material and the North
Warwickshire pages cater for us
living North and West of
Nuneaton. But we need more.

What is your story? You may not
have any famous ancestors but
even Ag. Labs. have their stories
to tell – not the bare facts of births
marriages and deaths but the sort
of little snippets that granny lets
slip in an unguarded moment to be
picked up by a child with big ears.
It is this sort of story that if not
recorded will be lost forever, and
we shall be the poorer for it. As an
example, my friend Alice died at
the end of last year a fortnight
short of her hundredth birthday.
Alice could remember threshing
with a flail and her father
Fred‘s party trick was catching
young frogs at hay harvest time
and swallowing them alive.
‗What walks down saves
chewing‘ he used to say. Then
there was
Nipper Cook and his donkey ... but
that‘s another story. So what
interesting little bits have you
picked up in your researches?

What escapades did you get up to
as a child? Please put pen to
paper and write them down for
Posterity. And when Posterity has
had a look send them to me for the
Journal.
One of our members, Roy Flavel,
has gone into print with his
memories – see page 12.
‘Clearing the Brook’ – A
Stockingford Boyhood in the
1940s.
And finally <nepotism mode>
Celia‘s book Parker’s Fine
Pumping Engine – The
Baddesley Pit Explosion 1882 is
now in its second edition with
additional photographs and an
index of names. Price £5.99 direct
from Celia or via her website
www.baddesleypitexplosion.co.uk

Journal submissions.
Contributions to the Journal are welcome. These can be of any length, (but if you submit something the
size of ‗War and Peace‘ the editor reserves the right to trim it a bit). Also any hints or tips you have picked up in
your researches – let others benefit from your experience. Pictures to accompany articles are always welcome. If
possible these should be scanned at 300dpi. If dpi means nothing to you, don‘t worry, just scan it and send it in.
Copyright of pictures. Copyright pictures cannot be used without permission. Family pictures and old postcards are

usually OK. Material taken from someone‘s website is usually not OK unless you have permission to use it. If in
doubt
ask me.
JAP

A little more about copyright of your, and NNWFHS, material.
Whilst we encourage reciprocal research, members are reminded to take care when sharing their own work with other
members and non-members alike. NNWFHS has no power to act on your behalf if you share your data and it is then
misused. We suggest that you share only small, relevant, parts of your family tree.
As a member of NNWFHS you accept that information obtained from other members must not be published on the
internet or in written form without that member's express written consent. Information published on the members-only
section of the NNWFHS website and in its publications is the copyright of NNWFHS and the original transcriber of the
data. You may use this information for your own private study but it must not be republished in any format. Frequent
checks of the internet are made and anyone found to have breached our copyright may have their membership
cancelled, without refund, and in serious cases action for breach of NNWFHS copyright may also be taken. Members
are reminded that passing on information by way of "look-up's" for non-members is also forbidden under this copyright.
JS
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Chairman’s Report
The success of every good society
is the ability to re-invent itself. By
finding ways to stay ahead of
trends which would otherwise take
its business away. I think this is
why we have succeeded as an
organisation because we are still
continuing to grow and bring fresh
ideas to the membership. I find it
hard to come to terms with how
successful we have been. Over 18
years we have grown year on
year. The Society is not dependent
on just a very few people. The
committee is strong and totally
committed. The philosophy I have
always used is to be nice to
people. It works. The essence of
good management is getting the
best out of people. Always having
member‘s interests at heart is
the cornerstone of my
philosophy. In the last couple of
years we have re-built the web
site. It must rank as one of the
best for any family history society.
Nowadays, of
course, wide access to the internet
might effect our membership
because it could be argued people
do not need us when the can log
on to ancestry at home. But the

web site directs people to us. It
brings in new members. They feel
that somehow their researches
can be more accurately focused
by the help we can give them. We
try and help, and sometimes
people hit the jackpot
genealogically through the help we
can give.

In the last few months other things
have been going on. Two
disparate elements have been
filtered to spot trends. I have
started a local history group in
Nuneaton. This came from a
particular set of circumstances
which I had to deal with. We are
starting to get a good turnout for
the LHG meetings. The idea is to
provide a raft of services for local
and family history that currently

does not exist in the area. There
are no facilities for local historians
locally. Now we have one. The
response has been very positive.
The philosophy behind it is to
informally provide speakers and
events which entertain. It is a bit
early days to turn this into a study
group. Sitting people down with a
project is a formidable task, but I
am delighted to say one of the
attendees at the local history
group has taken it entirely on
herself to index everyone living in
Abbey Street in 1901 as a small
―home‖ project and has recently
indexed, catalogued and sorted all
the old maps held at the Chilvers
Coton Heritage Centre. Another
gentleman LHG attendee has
sorted the residual Stanley
Brothers documents held at the
Coton Centre. The lists will be
available for us shortly. Another
aspect that has coloured my
thinking was reading an article in
one of our national newspaper of a
new trend. People are now getting
fed up with sitting in front of their
lap tops, PCs or satellite and
terrestrial TVs and want to go out.
What better than spend a couple
of hours pottering about with local
history? So watch this space!!

Mancetter Manor photograph (this page last issue) – Anne Paling Lawson (member 2003-07) recognised
a few people ...
The lady with the dead animal over her arm is my aunt, Alice ROBINSON. She is talking to my gran, Margaret PALING, nee GREEN, and
my mum, Ida PALING, nee ROBINSON, is between my gran and the girl with the pigtails. I think the girl with the pigtails could be my
cousin, Betty ROBINSON. In the middle of the front row the woman in the light costume with her hands by her sides is my great aunt,
Emily GREEN, and I think that her sister, my great aunt Nell GREEN, is to the left of great aunt Emily.
Alice ROBINSON (1903-1974) was the 2nd of the 10 daughters of Thomas & Lizzie ROBINSON of Abbey Hosiery Mills and Heath End
Road. Alice married Fred TAYLOR in 1940 and they lived on Ansley Road.
My mum, Ida ROBINSON (1909-2002) was the 5th daughter and she married John PALING at chilvers Coton in 1935. They lived on
Bulkington Lane until 1940.
My gran was born Margaret GREEN in Attleboro in 1876 and married T. Percy PALING in Attleborough in 1903. She died in Cornwall in
1967. She was a sister of "Pem" & "Nell".
Edith Emily GREEN (1873-1950), who was always known as "Pem", was the eldest child of Alfred & Anne GREEN. She lived with her
youngest sister, Mary Helen, (1880-1950), known as "Nell", on Bulkington Lane next door to my mum & dad in 1930s. (Nos 28 & 30
maybe?).
Betty ROBINSON, if it is her with the pigtails, is the eldest child of Joe & Pat ROBINSON who lived on the Long Shoot for many years. Joe
ROBINSON was my mother's and aunt Alice's eldest brother.
I think it was taken in the late 1930s as my mum is wearing a pair of shoes that she had for a very posh wedding in 1938, I think.
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My First Brush With Family
History
By Peter Lee
At the age of eight years old my
Mother, and two of her siblings
were abandoned by their Mother.
These three children left in
Nuneaton never saw my
Grandmother again. Can you
imagine the hurt and grief this
caused to these little kids? Just
not knowing where their Mother
was. Never knowing whether they
would see her again. Not just grief
at the loss but the sense of
abandonment that made them feel
somehow unworthy, lacking in
self-esteem. That somehow their
beloved Mum had sought to leave
them behind not knowing whether
at some time in the future she
would come to fetch them. Every
time they ventured out to school,
to play or to the shops that she
might be waiting for them. As they
lay in bed the tears and the
hopelessness of it all filled their
minds. Hope against hope dashed
time and time again. The wretched
existence of unloved loneliness
they endured.
Over the years my Mother, having
met my Dad, and his Mother, my
old Granny Lee, who loved her like
her own daughter, found the
comfort to ease the anguish of her
loss. My parents had two children
to nurture and cherish. My older
brother, Jim, and me. But my
Mum never got over it. I can
always remember one day in
1972, Mum, Dad and myself sitting
around the kitchen table enjoying
a cup of tea, talking about it again,
as tears welled up in my mother‘s
eyes, as she said she always
wondered what happened to her
Mum. I said ―Don‘t worry Mum,
I‘ll find her for you‖. What was I
saying? I did not have a clue what
I was doing. But it turned out all
right in the end.
This is a brief story of how I put an
end to the mystery of what

happened to my Grandmother and
brought closure to those years of
misery my mother had endured.
But imagine this. The year was
1972. I was a callow youth. More
prone to partying, womanising and
manly pursuits than setting out on
an investigation like this. Besides
in those days there was no
Internet, no books telling you
where to look. I had no help. Worst
of all I did not have a clue where
my Grandmother had gone. In
1918 she had vanished off the
face of the earth never to be seen
again. In fact she could have been
anywhere on earth, or dead. I had
no idea.
There is some contextual
background to all this, most of
which comes at the end of this
story, but we did know that during
the turbulent years of World War
One, my Granny‘s Mum took in
lodgers. Emily Daffern lived in
Cheveral Street, Nuneaton and
one of her lodgers in 1918 was a
soldier – H.W. Dickson billeted on
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her. My Grandma took up with him
and they fled the town with her two
youngest children leaving her
three oldest ones with relatives.
From that day until 1972 they had
vanished off the face of the earth.
Never to be seen again. I knew the
identity of this soldier because my
grandfather (who had died in
1969) had his name, regiment and
army number scribbled on a piece
of paper which my mother still had
in the family archives.
So where did I start? I made
enquiries. I wrote to the Army
Records Office at Hayes in
Middlesex providing the scraps of
information I knew, which provided
a small fragment of additional
information. This helped. Full army
records from the First World War
had been lost due to enemy action
during World War Two, but they
did provide Dickson‘s full
Christian names – Henry William.
Someone recommended, and I
cannot remember who, that there
were records of Births, Deaths and
Marriages kept in a central records
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office in London. (The General
Register Office, St. Catherine‘s
House, 10 Kingsway, London
WC2). I enquired there and have
a recollection of going to London
one day and spending many
uncomfortable hours flogging
through heavy register after
register until my neck, arms and
shoulders ached. On the train on
the way down I had weighed up
the approach to my research. I
deduced my Grandmother might
well no longer be known by her
married name Annie Elizabeth
Carter. She might not have
changed her name to Dickson; in
fact she might not have lived with
him thereafter, but could have
lived with someone else. She
might have divorced my
Grandfather but that seemed
unlikely, as my Mother had no
recollection of that happening.
Her Dad or her family would have
told her. It would have leaked out.
There was almost total silence in
the family on the matter. No one
seemed to know, or have told my
mother about anything
subsequently. So my efforts
centred on the man she ran off
with. If I could find him and
eliminate him from my enquiries it
might be a start. After all it seemed
highly unlikely that he had
changed his name. So I crunched
my way through those heavy
volumes of registers. (no
microfiche in those days). It
helped because he had a
reasonably uncommon name.
After several hours of wearisome
searching I found a death for a
man with precisely the name
under review in Nottingham on
10th April 1952. Henry William
Dickson - A Master Butcher. I
could find only one person by that
name, and he looked to be about
the right age too. Armed with that
information I requested a death
certificate. I wrote to the Registrar
of Births Deaths & Marriages in
Nottingham for the necessary
paperwork. The Nottingham
registrar also yielded another
important clue, where he was
buried. My parents and I visited

the grave and to our great relief
found that he was buried with
Annie Elizabeth Dickson, (real
name Carter - my Grandmother
1884-1973) who had been buried
in January 1973 and Alice
Elizabeth (1915-1934), the
Christian name of my Mother‘s
baby sister.
So for my Mother that was closure
of a kind, but of course, there was
speculation, which culminated in
our wondering if my Mother‘s
other sister – Annie, whom her
Mother had taken away with her
was still alive. A visit to
Nottingham
Library followed. The electoral roll
for 1952 listed at their address,
117, Gordon Road, Nottingham:
Henry W. Dickson
Annie E. Dickson
Peter R. Dickson
Maurice G. Dickson
So the mystery deepened. There
were other siblings of this
partnership. My Mother‘s half
brothers also may still be alive.
Further correspondence followed.
To 117 Gordon Road, Nottingham.
But to no avail. The current
residents at that time had no
information at all on previous
people living there. I did find from
the Nottinghamshire telephone
directory – a Peter R. Dickson and
Maurice G. Dickson. I wrote to
both.
There was great expectation, but
as usual with these things, it all
met with a deathly silence. Nothing
happened for weeks on end. Then
one day I found my old Mum full of
excitement. I had taken the trouble
to include her phone number in the
letter, rather than my own, and she
had had a call from a lady who
was apparently her cousin.
We later found out that my distant
cousin Janet, the lady who had
made the call had been delegated
by the Dickson‘s to find out who
this strange woman was, who had
written purporting to be a relative,
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and unknown daughter of the
matriarch of their family.
Janet told me later that there was
great trepidation in the household
as she lifted the phone, and her
husband and children sat around
the hallway in silence as she made
the call.
It did not take long for the
information provided by my mother
to sound convincing. They were
shocked to say the least that their
Grandmother could have led a
double life, and abandoned her
children from her proper marriage
and run off with their Grandfather.
It was a complete bombshell!
There is a very happy ending to all
this. I took my Mother over to meet
the family and they fell into each
other‘s arms like long lost
siblings truly should. My old Mum
was so happy as she had found
the warmth and love of a family
she had lost. It was incredible that
they took to each other so well and
the hurt of those long years fell
away. There were queries of
course. The why and, the
wherefore? But the new family took
to my Mum, and they became very
close, inviting her to their house
regularly, and they to hers. Visiting
at Christmas and for the rest of her
days she almost came to terms
with what had happened to her old
Mother.
I mentioned at the start the context
to all this. The First World War had
a lot to answer for in many ways. It
caused family break-up and
misery on a monumental scale.
Not least in Nuneaton for my
Mother and her brother and sister
abandoned by their Mother that
day in 1918.
I am convinced in my own mind
that had it not been for that War
my Mother would not have been
put through this trauma in her life
and there would have been a
different outcome.
My mother always said that my
Grandfather was a bully, regularly
reducing her Mother to tears. I
guess that was so. Although I
knew my Grandfather quite well in
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his later life. My mother took him in
to live with us in his retirement. He
was, without doubt, a
cantankerous old chap, but I look
at myself now and I am
cantankerous too sometimes. I
decline to be judgemental on
these things. But he was always
affable to us kids, so I am happy to
be kind to him. I dare say the war
brought pressures and without
witnessing those events I cannot
speculate what they were.
However, there was no legislating
for a young soldier being billeted
on my Great Grandmother and my
Grandmother being led astray by
him. Maybe he was a port in a

storm? Had that opening not been
available and the War finishing,
my Grandfather‘s circumstances
might have dissipated and the
family settled down to a more
settled existence.

Administration charge for
certificates

Southport is however that the fees
for such certificates are set by
statute and a superintendent
registrar has no power to charge
an additional fee, such as an
administrative charge. Only where
the local authority provides an
additional, discretionary service, is
it able to charge a supplementary

Some registrars have been
imposing an administrative charge
in addition to the standard cost of
a birth marriage or death
certificate. The official view of the
General Register Office at

Staffordshire Apprentices
Index. By Diana Grant
This article appears in the Cheshire
Ancestor, but is likely to be of interest to
Warwickshire people also.

I have now completed my project
of indexing all the Staffordshire
Apprentices found by using the
catalogues held at Stafford,
Lichfield and Stoke Record Offices
and the William Salt Library.
The index includes the Reference
Number, name of the apprentice,
age and occupation if given, the
name and location of the master
and the date. It includes Parish,
Charity, Private, Business and
Industrial Apprenticeships dating
from 1600-1900, though there are
a few references given post 1900.
Although mainly relating to
Staffordshire parishes, children

Once the fateful decision had been
made and the oldest children
abandoned, my grandmother
sought to make a clean break, she
may well have wanted to come
back and get them and take them
away. But that was doubly difficult.
How was she to kidnap her
children without leaving a trail
back to her for my Grandfather to
follow? Did he threaten her in any

are coming from and going to
parishes in adjacent counties and
also further afield. Their ages on
being apprenticed ranged from 4
years to 18 years old and the
period of apprenticeship from 2-3
years to 15-17 years.
Age on completion of the
term of apprenticeship range from
18 years, 21 years and 24 years,
girls 21 years of age or on
marriage. There are 12,500 entries
but because of the size of the
index it has been impossible to
check all entries. Consequently, if
an entry is not found the
researcher is advised to search
the original documents.
The Index does not include
references to be found in printed
books held in the William Salt
Library nor most entries from the
various Board of Guardian Minute
Books, the Lichfield Guild records
nor the Stafford Borough Records.
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way? I have no idea, it was never
mentioned. Was she pressured by
Henry Dickson to put the past
behind her? I cannot imagine the
turmoil my Grandmother went
through having to forsake her
beautiful children. It must have
been equally awful for her as well.
Anyway that is all in the past now, I
am satisfied my first venture into
family history brought my mother
closure on this very sad episode in
her life, and gave her, and her new
found family so much happiness
whilst they were together.

fee (to recover the cost) under the
powers available to it under the
Local Government Act 2003.
If a local register office does
attempt to levy an additional
charge for providing a certificate it
would be worth asking under what
authority they are doing so.

Also, it does not include
references to be found in other
documents held in these
repositories where there is no
indication in the catalogues to
apprentices being included in the
text.
The Staffordshire Apprentices
Index has been given to the
Staffordshire Record Office and
will be included on line in there
Staffordshire Name Indexes along
side the Calendar of Prisoners at
Staffordshire Quarter Session
1777-1780 and Staffordshire
Police Force Registers 1842-1920.
Hopefully, this Index will be
available on line by the time this
magazine has been published.
The actual documents read range
from single sheets to entire
volumes. All enquiries to the
archivist staffordshire.
record.office@staffordshire.gov.uk
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The Pre-history of
Stanley’s Brickyards by
Peter Lee
A few years ago if I had shown this
picture to a casual acquaintance
and said it was evocative I would
have been met with either blank
stares, or a pitying look and the
comments – ―Get a life‖! The
appearance on telly of Fred
Dibnah has put paid to all that.
Factory chimneys, rusty iron
boilers, steam, smoke, oil and
grease have become cherished
parts of our industrial past, and I
am proud to say I have always had
an empathy with men who poked
around derelict brickyards, wore
oily caps and drank real ale. I am
most grateful to Vic Holloway who
took this photo out of his back
bedroom window in Haunchwood
Road of the lifeless remains of
some of the myriad of chimneys,
kilns and sheds, rusty railway
tracks and weed infested brick
piles that were Stanley Brothers
Nr. 1 yard.
Now it‘s all gone swept away for
housing and new roads, trim
hedges and neat back gardens.
Stanley Brothers business grew
out of two old fashioned
brickyards, which had been in use
on Nuneaton Common since the
1830‘s at least. Those of
Handley and Wheway, and
another operated by Peter Unger
Williams
(1775-1837). Walter Handley
(1783-1864) and Peter Williams
were primarily farmers, and the

latter also had the lease of
Haunchwood Colliery. Walter
Handley showed remarkable
enterprise in that he built a pub –
―The Black Swan‖, hence
Swan Lane the former name of
Croft Road, he sunk a colliery
called
―Swan Lane Colliery‖ and
operated a brickyard in
partnership with his son in law
David Wheway (17961868). I will save the history of
Peter Williams for another article,
as his story is fantastic and well
worth expanding on, but by the
1860‘s both brickyards were
available for disposal. After Walter
Handley died his yard was
operated by David Wheway until
he too died and the yard was put
up for sale by his legatees and
sold with 15 acres of land in 1869.
Peter Williams died in a flu
epidemic in1837 and his wife
Caroline, left the Haunchwood
House estate in the 1850‘s and

this yard too was put up for lease.
I understand at that time it was
taken over by John Rawlins who
also operated Nuneaton Colliery.
In 1858 the brick production of
Warwickshire was said to be 75.5
million bricks per annum.
The sale of Handley & Wheway‘s
brickyard was probably advertised
in the building trade press
because in 1869 it was taken on
by a partnership of Broadbent and
Stanley. Broadbents were builders
merchants in Leicester and would
have found a brickyard very useful
to add value to their city brick
trade. This soon led to the
formation of one of the largest
brick making enterprises in the
Midlands.
The two primitive yards became
Stanley Brothers Nr. 1 yard where
they made bricks, roof tiles,
terracotta ware, chimney pots and
land drains.
The kiln seen here in the middle of
the picture was a Hoffmann kiln
built by the German company of
that name in 1937. Unfortunately
the onset of World War 2 meant
that when it broke down spare
parts were not available, nor
engineers to fix it, so it only saw a
very few years of economic life.

7

NNWFHS JOURNAL April 2010

WESTALLS - CORLEY ,
NUNEATON & COVENTRY

retired with a pension after 32
years service.

by Vic Terry [ Member 53 –
2007/2 ]

Now for the Nuneaton
connection:

When I joined N & NW FHS the
main purpose was to further my
investigations into the WESTALL
family which is my maternal line.
They originate, in modern times,
the CORLEY area, although the
name spelling varies with changes
including WASTILL, WASTRILL,
WASTELL and other variations,
with only the 'W & ST' and final 'L'
being constant.

GEORGE had followed JOHN to
Coventry and lodged at The Bulls
Head Inn, Bishops St and he met
and married ADA WADDOUPS
who was born in ASTON LE
WALLS, Northants but lived for a
few years at St Mary's Priory,
Princethorpe, where her father
was the gardener. On arriving in
Coventry, she worked and lived at
the large clothiers MAYCOCKS
[later Gibberds & Son] No 1 Earl

I am now resident in South
Cambridgeshire, which makes
personal 'on-sight' research
difficult, so FHS contacts are
imperative. Recommendations to
the friendliness and reports of help
links from the N & NW FHS are
the reasons I joined and I am now
hoping they prove correct.

George and Ada Westall

My maternal Grandfather JOHN
HENRY WESTALL was christened
JOHN WASTELL but transposed
the 'A' and 'E' when he and his
brother GEORGE left home. The
1881 census shows JOHN
working on a farm at CANLEY
owned by the FRENCH family,
before later 'emigrating' to the 'Big
City' COVENTRY; where, in the
1891 census he is residing at a
lodging house in Hill Street, whilst
working as a coachman. Work
was obviously scarce and he
began cleaning windows for a
living during which time he met
ELLEN BAILEY of Swinford,
Leicestershire, who was a
housemaid at Abbingdon House,
Stoke, Coventry, the residence of
WILLIAM HILLMAN the car
manufacturer. They were married
in 1891 and set up their home at
37 George Street and later 73,
Stoney Stanton Road. Shortly
after his marriage JOHN began
working, in 1892, for the AngloAmerican Oil Company as an Oil
Salesman with a horse-drawn
tanker, a position he held,
although not on the road, until he
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Street.
It seems that JOHN put a word in
for GEORGE at Standard Oil and
he took a similar sales job but in
NUNEATON and he also stayed
with the Company until his
retirement in 1925. As a
youngster in the mid-1940s, I well
remember visiting Aunt Ada and
Uncle George at their home in
Oaston Road opposite the
cemetery. They had a double
side-by-side THUNDERBOX
outside toilet 'down the gardin'
near the allotments and I still
remember the scrubbed white
wood seat and newspaper torn
into squares hanging on a nail.
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They also had a highly-polished,
black fireplace range and ovens
with shining brass accessories and
fittings, there was a 'dry goods'
cupboard to the right of it and a
linen storage to the left, using the
range's generated warmth.
When GEORGE died he left
behind his post-card album, which
came to me and in it there lies his
and ADA's life story of where they
lived in NUNEATON. It has been
possible to chart their homes and
work out their life in the town
illustrating where they lived from
their postcards. For instance one
card requests oil be delivered
NEXT DAY to Chilvers Coton,
those were the days!
The Company JOHN and
GEORGE worked for was one of
the early oil companies in this
Country and after various name
changes became known as
Standard Oil, hence the trade
name ESSO (S.O.). During my
researches I contacted their
Personnel Department (H R
nowadays for the P.C. brigade) for
any information they could provide
and they came up trumps with a
capital 'T'. I was contacted by one
of their Pensioners who is
responsible for collating all
pension histories and having
access to the records sent me the
service records and pensions
details of the brothers and
information on products likely to be
in the sales portfolio at the
relevant time. These include

PRATT'S Motor Car Spirit, WHITE
ROSE OIL for lamps, NUJOL
liquid paraffin and ROYAL
DAYLIGHT OIL for heating and
cooking stoves.
Now comes one of those
coincidences we all seem to
encounter sometime!
In the N & NW Journal of April
2007 there was a picture of
ABBEY STREET and it reminded
me of a similar one in my postcard
collection and when I compared
them they seemed to be taken at
the same time but a little further
down the street. The big difference
was, that on my card there was a
horse and cart delivery tanker
which, when enlarged, turned out
to be the ANGLO-AMERICAN
WHITE ROSE OIL tanker with a
man who must be UNCLE
GEORGE, as he was the only

Delivering Agent in NUNEATON.
Now, that is not the end of the
coincidence. I decided to examine
my COVENTRY postcard
collection for other sightings and
hey presto on a card of Broadgate,
Coventry, there stands the horsedrawn Standard Oil tanker outside
Astleys, one of the main domestic
oil retail agents, according to the
Coventry Directories of the time.
The white horse drawing it is BOB,
whose photograph I have with
JOHN WESTALL.
All this reminiscing comes about
because I am hoping there will be
someone reading this in the N &
NW FHS, with CORLEY
connections or interests who can
help me with ANY information
about WASTELLS (or variants)
and details about CORLEY,
especially in the 1800s and
onwards.

Obtaining statutory certificates at least cost.
Type ‗obtain birth marriage death certificate‘ into any search engine and you will be presented with dozens of
sites all offering to obtain a certificate for you – at a price. Some of these may appear to be ‗official‘ sites, but do
not be fooled, they are out to make money out of you, by charging you a fee to obtain what you can get yourself more
cheaply by going direct to the General Record Office (GRO) or the local Register Office covering the event.
See http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/Registeringlifeevents/Familyhistoryandresearch
/Birthmarriageanddeathcertificates/DG_175628 for details of how to do it yourself.
Price increase for certificates The GRO are increasing the cost of certificates from 6th April to £9.25 and from Local
Record Offices to £9. This is to cover administration costs. Prices haven't been increased since 2003. For more details
see the website at http://www.ips.gov.uk/cps/rde/xchg/ips_live/hs.xsl/1569.htm
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The North Warwickshire Pages
NON-CONFORMIST
CHAPELS – PART TWO
By
CELIA PARTON

Non-conformist religions were at
the height of their popularity during
the 19th century, especially during
the Victorian era. Everyone in
those days attended Church or
Chapel at least once, sometimes
more times, on a Sunday and the
children attended Sunday school.
There were three separate nonconformists religions in the village
of Polesworth, Methodists,
Baptists and Congregationalists,
although they did join together to
form the Sunday School Union.
The Methodist Church in
Polesworth was founded in 1850.
Some labourers working at nearby
Thorpe Hall visited Polesworth and
they brought Methodism with
them. They visited Polesworth
every weekend during the summer
months when they preached and
sang hymns. Local men became
interested and joined them in their
services. After the labourers left
the local men formed the first
Methodist Free Church in the
village. One of those founders
was a man named William
Allbrighton. He was a baker and
had a shop next door to the
Bull‘s Head public house (which is
still there) on Tamworth road. He
was joined by other members of
the Allbrighton family plus John
and Thomas Deeming and others.
In 1857 a new chapel was built on
Bridge Street, actually on the
bridge over the river Anker.
Before that meetings had been
held in private homes or in a
blacksmith shop. Services
continued in this Victorian Chapel

until January 1939 when a new
Chapel was opened next to the
original one. The Methodist
Chapel closed its doors on 9th
September 1984. The building still
exists.

local fundraising for this purpose is
currently being undertaken.

Congregational or Independent
Chapel, Polesworth

Methodist chapel Polesworth
Before that the Baptists had built a
church in the Gullett at Polesworth
in 1828. This was formed by a
group of local people getting
together. They originally met in a
tithe barn on the corner of
Potter‘s Lane. The Baptist
Congregation would walk down to
the river Anker where they would
be baptised.
The third non-conformist Church to
be founded in Polesworth was the
Congregationalists or
Independents as they were also
known. It is believed that there
were Independents worshipping in
Polesworth as long ago as the 18th
century but there are no records to
confirm this. It is known, however,
that land and buildings were
acquired for use of the
Independents in 1828 and in 1850
this land was purchased outright
for use as a Chapel. In the same
year a school room was added.
These buildings still stand today in
High Street, Polesworth but are in
urgent need of refurbishment and
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Dordon is a village next door to
Polesworth. For many years it
was part of the ecclesiastical
parish of Polesworth and still
comes within the civil parish of
Polesworth. Although the people
of Dordon did not have their own
parish church they did have their
own non-conformist churches.
The earliest one was the
Methodists. In 1866 the first
worship in Dordon was held in a
cottage in Dunns Lane known as
the Meeting House. From this the
Methodist Church grew and funds
were raised to build a small
chapel. A local brick works owner
called John Ross gave a plot of
land in Church Road for this. Then
in 1882 a new larger building was
erected next to the original one
and this became the United
Methodist Free Church. The
Methodist Chapel was at the heart
of the community for many years
until it finally closed and the
Chapel demolished a few years
ago.
The Congregational Chapel was
not formed until 1906. Services
were at first held in the local
Council School in New Street,
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Dordon, when the Rev John F
Houghton who was the minister of
Polesworth and Baddesley Ensor
Congregational Churches
presided. In 1907 a plot of land
was bought at the bottom of Long
Street and in the following year a
new Congregational Church was
built.
For the next three years the Rev
Houghton continued to minister at
Dordon as well as Polesworth and
Baddesley Ensor. He left in 1911
and the Church was without a
minister until 1916. It was during
this time that the Church became
involved with the Wilnecote Group
of Congregational Churches.
The Church later suffered financial
difficulties and closed in 1920. It
re-opened in 1922 thanks to the
efforts of eleven of its members.
Since then it has been a major
part in the village life of Dordon
and continues to be so.
Austrey, a pretty village situated at
the northern tip of north
Warwickshire has now celebrated
200 years of the Baptist Church.
In 1802 Mr John Barnes of Austrey
attended a service at Packington
where he was converted to the
Christian faith by the Rev J Goady.
He was baptised in May of that
year and on the following Sunday
opened his large ―Wool-Room― for
services and the Rev Goady came
to preach.

The ―Wool-Room‖ was licensed as
a place of worship and so began
the Baptist Cause in Austrey,
although until 1808 it was part of
the Packington and Ashby Baptist
Church. On 7th August 1808 the
Baptist Church at Austrey was
founded with 15 members. In
1819 the building of the present
Chapel was completed using
bricks manufactured at the Austrey
brickworks. It was extended in the
19th century and is still in use
today.
Since their formation, baptismal
registers have been kept by nonconformist chapels. When civil
registration was introduced in
1837 new standardised recording
of baptisms was introduced.
Although they are similar to the
Anglican ones, they often contain
additional information. Some
record the date of birth as well as
the date of baptism and also the
maiden name of the mother. The
earlier records were deposited at
the General Record Office. Some
of these are held at the National
Archives in Kew and some can be
found online at
www.familysearch.org. Some are
at Warwick County Record Office
(see table), some may be in
private hands and some may still
be at the chapel itself.

legalised in 1837. The local civil
registrar had to attend and the
marriage was recorded in the
register kept at the local Register
Office. However the law was
changed and from 1899 onwards
non-conformist marriages could be
performed by ministers in licensed
chapels without the presence of a
registrar and from then on
individual chapels kept their own
marriage registers. Where a
chapel was not licensed a registrar
still had to attend and this is still
the case today. Again as with
baptismal registers, some are at
the Record Offices and some at
the individual chapel.
Some chapels may not have any
burial records at all because only a
few had their own burial ground
attached to the chapel. In that
case burials took place in the
churchyard of the local parish
church following a service at the
chapel. Therefore these burials
will be found in the burial register
of the parish church.
Sources used.
―A New Look at Polesworth
History‖ by Jean Wood
―Old Polesworth Vol 2‖ by Jean
Wood
―Dordon and the Days Gone
By‖ by Tony Wardell
www.austrey.co.uk

The holding of marriages in nonconformist chapels was also

TALBLE SHOWING NON-CONFORMISTS RECORDS FOR NORTH WARWICKSHIRE HELD AT WARWICK COUNTY
RECORD OFFICE
NAME OF CHAPEL
BAPTISMS
MARRIAGES
ATHERSTONE CONGREGATIONAL
1795-1943
1942-1974
ATHERSTONE PRESBYTERIAN
1765-1794
BADDESLEY ENSOR CONGREGATIONAl
1801-1836
BADDESLEY ENSOR METHODIST
1941-1972
COLESHILL CONGREGATIONAL
1835-1836
HARTSHILL CHAPEL END MEETING AND
1841-1892
1854-1871
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL
1901-1912
1902-1912
ANSLEY CONGREGATIONAL
1789-1837 1917-1989
1917-1989
ANSLEY UNITED REFORM CHURCH
1972-1980
POLESWORTH CONGREGATIONAL
1832-1836
POLESWORTH METHODIST
1941-1983
DORDON METHODIST CHURCH
1939-1989
Information from Warwickshire‘s Past Unlocked at www.warwickshire.gov.uk/archivesunlocked
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BURIALS
1794-1925
1777-1778

1854-1892
1902-1929
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New Books
Nuneaton Through Time by Peter Lee

£12.99

ISBN 978 1 84868 595 6
Editor‘s note. This book came to me direct from the publisher for review, not from Peter.

We have all seen books of old pictures and postcards. This one is different in that it
matches old views with present day views. Such a comparison makes it plain that
‗improvement‘ is not always for the better. The sixties have a lot to answer for.

Why are West Indians in this Country by H Barnes
This may seem rather an odd choice for review, but it represents an example of the
context within which we place our family history. This slim volume records the long
connection between Great Britain and the West Indies, and gives some examples of the
contributions West Indians have made to Britain and Empire. It does not go into detail –
you have to do the work – but it points you in the necessary direction for your own
research. Even if you have no WI connection this is a thought provoking book. Prince
Charles has a copy, as do the Archbishops of Canterbury and York. Log onto the
website www.whyarewestindians.co.uk for details and a link to ebay where you may
purchase the book.

‘Clearing the Brook’ – A Stockingford Boyhood in the 1940s
By R.C.Flavel
ISBN 978-0-905985-57-2 The LICHFIELD PRESS £5.99

Newly published is an evocative book ―Clearing the Brook‖, recounting the life and times
of a small boy in Stockingford, near Nuneaton, during the turbulent 1940s.
Roy Flavel was born in Stockingford, educated at Stockingford County Boys‘ School and
King Edward VI Grammar School, before taking employment in the coal industry and
qualifying as a Mining Surveyor, working at many of the Warwickshire Collieries and also at
the Headquarters , Lindley Ldge.
This book is a clear and straightforward account of the years of the Second World War and its aftermath, as experienced
by the children of that time. It was originally conceived for the author‘s own children and grandchildren but after being
asked to talk to school children of today, it became apparent that there was a wider interest.
Stockingford is situated but a few miles North of Coventry, which is well reported as one of the most heavily bombed
targets of the Luftwaffe, and two miles West of Nuneaton - itself important enough as a road and rail crossroads, to attract
the attention of the bombers. For boys who lived through the War, the privations and shortages spelled normality and they
took the wartime restrictions in their stride, finding adventurous enjoyment in the simplest of activities, like proving
themselves by jumping clear over the brook.

A Farmer’s Boy Goes to War - From Warwickshire to World War II
Published by History into Print

ISBN 978-1-85858-331-0 price £14.95

Those of you who went to the Family History event at Over Whitacre last year may
recall the churchwarden Arthur Callwood opening up the church for us to view. Mr
Callwood has recently published a well illustrated book of his memories of WW2.
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National Registration 1939
Following a Freedom of
Information Act challenge the
National Health Service is offering
a new service covering England
and Wales.
As a result of the National
Registration Act in 1939 the
civilian population was recorded
as at 29th September 1939. The
Register was the responsibility of
the Registrar General and was
fairly similar to a census with
names, sex, age, occupation,
marital status and residence.
Data was collected for each
household and a National
Registration number was assigned
to each person. The information
was subsequently used for a
number of purposes including the
issue or war-time identity cards
and later used for allocating
National Insurance Numbers.
Those called up for military service
at that date were not recorded.
Also if a person was elsewhere at
that date then they will not be
recorded with their family.
Data will now be provided for a
non-refundable fee of 42 pounds
even if the search is
unsuccessful. The information will
only be provided if the named
individual is recorded as dead or if
the applicant can prove that they
are dead (a death certificate may

not be sufficient evidence!). You
have to download a form from the
link below, print and complete it
and send it off with a sterling
cheque.
Information will be provided in one
of three ways - Information about a
named individual - Information
about a named individual and up
to 9 others at the same address
- Information about an address
and up to 10 residents at that
address.
Enquiries will take about a month
to process. The applicant needs
to know at least the full names and
date of birth of the named
individual or the exact address or
the National Registration number.
There appear to be some
anomalies with the provision of
this data for family historians. It is
not clear whether all the other
individuals at the address have to
be dead too and whether proof
has to be given for each one
before details are released.
I guess that the price is set to
generate considerable revenue
and to put off too many enquirers.
Time will tell whether the system
works.
Details are at www.ic.nhs.uk/news-andevents/news/nhs-ic-launches-the1939-register-service

The National Registration Act 1939 (2 & 3 Geo. VI c. 91) –
- was an Act of Parliament in the United Kingdom. It became law on 5
September 1939 as an emergency measure at the start of World War II. The
Act established a National Register which began operating on 29 September
1939, a system of identity cards, and a requirement that they must be
produced on demand or presented to a police station within 48 hours. The
law was repealed on 22 May 1952. The last person prosecuted under the
Act was Clarence Henry Willcock.
Wikipedia contributors. "National Registration Act 1939." Wikipedia, The
Free Encyclopedia. Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 2 Feb. 2010. Web.
16 Feb. 2010.
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Update
Wish your more recent
ancestors were in Scotland?
Well, certainly from the cost point
of view.
After the successful challenge
under the Freedom of Information
Act by Guy Etchells, we have been
granted access to the 1939
national identity register for
England & Wales (the records
amassed during the process of
issuing identity cards for WW2).
Wonderful – except each
application will cost you a
whopping £42 even when the
search is unsuccessful.
However, the Registrar General for
Scotland, after an anonymous
challenge also under the FoI Act,
has recently announced that you
can apply for entries from the
Scottish register for £13. Details
at: www.groscotland.gov.uk/press/news2010/1
939-identity-register.html
What a huge difference in cost for
obtaining the same information,
but from a different national office.
What a pity Scotland doesn‘t
hold the records also for
England!!
Devolution seems to have done
little for England/Wales in family
history terms!

JS
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The Sixth Troop of the Warwickshire Yeomanry c1852-1868 (continued from January issue).
Taken from ―The Warwickshire Yeomanry in the Nineteenth Century: Some Fresh Aspects‖ by Paul Morgan, MA,
FSA, and
published 1994 in Dugdale Society Occasional Papers No 36.
The full article, and other lists of men, should be read to better understand the context and coverage of the lists, and the
purposes of the Yeomanry. The list is published in the NNWFHS journal to assist members, as a number of the men
involved in Troop 6 were from the northern part of Warwickshire.
( ) Parts of entry ruled through in pencil
[ ]editorial suggestions for faded or rubbed entries
Richard Sammons
(Thomas N[eate?]
William Simmons
(Thomas Grant
(John Clarke
(John Hailston
(William Francis Farrow
Thomas Grove
Joshua Short
Thos Garner
(William Henry Edmunds
(W.C. Tait
William Lloyd
John Mottram
William Shakespeare
William Haddam
(Joseph Rigg, jnr
John Lee
Joseph Merry
William Whitehead
James Harris
Robert Skelton
James Betty
John Tait
James Richards
William Sparkes
Richard Bartlett
Thomas Hancox
John [Hancox?]
William Malin
William Holland
George Richardson
William Eales
George Sparrow
Arthur Coles
Francis Spencer
Edward Bra[nston?]
William Harvey
John Dowell
William Harrold Cheadle
James Fessey
W.G.F. Bolton
Thos Hancox
Henry [Adcock?]
William Linton

Stoneleigh
Nuneaton
Stoneleigh
Cubbington
Kenilworth
Meriden
Nuneaton
Leamington
Witton
Newbold
Rugby
Rugby
Foleshill
Warwick
Preston
Maxstock
Fillongley
Stareton
Kenilworth
Canley
Fletchamstead
Binley
Kenilworth
Rugby
Kenilworth
Fillongley
Ryton
Ryton
Ryton
Bishop‘s Itchington
Maxstoke
Leamington
Wolston
Kenilworth
Stretton-on-Dunsmore
Claybrooke
Kenilworth
Stretton-on-Dunsmore
Stoneleigh
Baginton
Watergall, nr Southam
Stratford-upon-Avon
[faded away]
Stoneleigh
Bubbenhall
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21 May 1852
21 May 1852)
27 Jly 1852
27 Jly 1852
13 Apr 1853)
21 Apr 1853)
1 Aug 1853)
1 Aug 1853
27 Apr 1854
2 Jun 1854
15 Aug 1854)
15 Aug 1854)
15 Aug 1854
15 Aug 1854
15 Aug 1854
15 Aug 1854
10 Apr 1855)
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
29 Apr 1856
6 May 1856
19 Aug 1856
22 Apr 1857
22 Apr 1857
22 Apr 1857
23 Apr 1857
22 Apr 1857
22 Apr 1857
22 Apr 1857
9 Oct 1857
21 Apr 1858
21 Apr 1858
21 Apr 1858
21 Apr 1858
29 Apr 1858
22 May 1858
4 Sep 1858
27 Apr 1859
27 Apr 1859
27 Apr 1859
30 Apr 1859
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Samuel Oldham
Thos Houghton Iliff
Henry Evans
William J Reading
Abram R Dunn
Thomas S Bird
Walter Watson
William Collins
Richard Stoive
Thomas Lewis
William R P Price
George Woodward
Wm Martin Richardson
William Sharp
William Bull
[G Graham?] Barron

Lower Parade, Leamington
Spring [Lane?], Kenilworth
New Street
Honingham
Tile Hill
Bilton
Rugby
[Bul]kington
Adlestrop
Calcutt
Kilsby
[Fabs?]worth
Rugby
Newbold-on-Avon
Long Itchington
Warwick

5 Apr 1860
5 Apr 1860
5 Apr 1860
5 Apr 1860
17 Apr 1861
25 Jly 1861
25 Jly 1861
23 Sep 1861
21 Sep 1861
21 Sep 1861
21 Sep 1861
4 Feb 1862
10 Apr 1862
10 Apr 1862
10 Apr 1862
11 Aug 1862

Verso
W.H. Carr
R. Benn
J. Bird
Chas Layton
Alfred Flinn
Thomas Reynolds
William Collins
Thos Farndon, junr
Thomas Franks
William Betty
George [Kn?]ight
Samuel Bass
Richard Reading
William Smith
John Cot
Edward Lee Smith
William Haggett
Thomas James Insall
Robert Burden
Samuel Halford
Thomas Johnson [smudged]
Edward Bead
David H Bowles
J M Neilson
Daniel Strong
George [N?]evill
Joseph Jenaway
Walter Dan Claridge
Thomas Cryer
Thomas [Trevor?]
Henry Edward [faded away]
Samuel Matthew Simpson
James Burdett
William Miller
Andrew Dudgen

Kenilworth
Church Lawford
Brownsover
Stivichall
Earlsdon
Foleshill
Foleshill
Foleshill
Warwick
Kenilworth
Stoneleigh
Cubbington
Honingham
Willenhall, Coventry
Ryton, Coventry
Newbold, Rugby
Stoneleigh
Cubbington
Hardwick
Exhall
[??] Coventry
Kenilworth
[?]t[??ison]
Stoneleigh
Foleshill
Milverton
Cryfield, Stoneleigh
Coventry
Coomb Fields
[Keresley?]
Brinklow
The Grange, Stoneleigh
Coombe Farm
Combe Abbey
Combe

7 May 1863
7 May 1863
7 May 1863
7 May 1863
27 May 1863
15 Oct 1863
15 Oct 1863
15 Oct 1863
15 Oct 1863
15 Oct 1863
15 Oct 1863
14 Apr 1864
14 Apr 1864
14 Apr 1864
11 May 1864
17 Oct 1864
17 Oct 1864
6 Apr 1865
--6 Apr 1865
6 Apr 1865
19 May 1865
16 Oct 1865
19 Oct 1865
19 Oct 1865
18 Oct 1866
19 Mar 1867
11 Apr 1867
16 May 1867
26 Oct 1867
[faded] 1867
[faded] 1868
4 Apr 1868
6 Apr 1868
6 Apr 1868
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Check, compare – and
THINK!
The Census
Family historians are well
acquainted with the census. From
1841-1901 the census d etails of
households are used as primary
resources. But should we be so
trusting? After all, the pre-1911
censuses are not strictly a primary
source. The household schedules
prior to 1 911 t hat may h ave b een
by
householders
completed
(primary source) were th en copied
into the enumerators‘
books (secondary).
We
all know about copying errors—
let
alone
the co mplications
of
deciphering il legible
handwriting. We have to ensure
we have other evidence to b ack
up what we find i n the
census.
In researching one family, in 1 851
the child I was in terested in was
shown as being the ei ght-year o ld
son of head of household, Francis.
However, in the 1861 census, he
became grandson. So which w as
correct? In fact, was either of
them right! Searches in the parish
register soon f ound the baptism –
where t he only parent shown was
Mary without ev idence of her
being single-woman or the child
being illegitimate. The various
census entries t hough p rovided
other hints, especially in 1851
when Mary was shown as
daughter of Frances
and
unmarried. Using two different
sources provided different pieces
of information, which h ad to be
compared and questioned.
In the 1881 census t here is a
household that should be carefully
interpreted.
It is in the
enumerator‘s book for Paddington
and lists an exotic household.
Take a look at RG11/20, folio 126,
page 48—the household headed
by Robert GOODMAN, reputedly
born in Maidstone. This particular
page is known to be a fake, yet it
seems to have found its way into
the online indexed censuses. How

can you tell it is a fake? Firstly,
read the page—just think about
things! O K, he could be what he
says he is, but look at the places
of birth for this enormous
household. How many of those
countries existed in 1881? N ext,
look at the handwriting—does this
resemble an 1881 hand and, more
importantly, does it match the
pages
in
this
previous
enumerator‘s book.
Look at
the previous
page (most
online c ensuses enable this)
and notice the variation. And it
looks like bi ro! Also, the previous
page suggests it was the last!
How did this fake come about? At
best guess it was when, in those
dim and distant d ays, there
was access to the actual books
in London. It would seem that
this enumerator‘s book had a
blank page not ruled through,
more
and one or
individuals added a new and very
colourful household.

the massive undertaking that
compilation was, especially prior to
the use of machines. However,
sometimes lateral thinking c an
produce a find – there are a good
many couples w ho married long
after they are shown on censuses
as man and wife, long af ter
declaring themselves married a nd
parents of va rious offspring – it
pays to extend your search over a
wider timescale. And think – did
they really marry, or did they just
get together, move a round, a nd
purport to be married? I have
certainly found one such c ouple –
and it was the will left by the ―wife‖
that confirmed s he was unmarried
but commonly known as ―Mrs‖.

Birth, marriage and death
indexes

But what about those missing
births – these certainly can be
explained prior to the 1 870s after
when it became an offence t o not
register a birth. But you still need
to be careful when searching.
Was your f amily entered as
BROWN instead of BOWN; and
for those w ith surnames like
Horobin, Haskew a nd the like, do
try Orobin and Askew! In fact, any
surname beginning with a vowel
needs checking w ith H at the
beginning – and try without t he H
for others! Widen your s earch on
the first names, too – I h ave one
who was b aptised with one set of
given names a nd registered with
different ones! Obviously there
was a change of heart – or a
relative wanted their name giving
to the c hild – between registration
and baptism! Check, t hink what
may have h appened, a nd try t he
variations.

Let us move on to the indexes that
we use f or births, marriages a nd
deaths in England and Wales t hat
were collated c entrally: the GRO
indexes.
Should we believe
these? There has been some
serious research done, and
published, comparing the accuracy
of the national quarterly indexes to
the local county ones.
The
national version was found lacking
– considerably so. I know several
who are seeking entries in the
GRO indexes without s uccess but
you just have to stop and consider

Check for local registrars‘ indexes
online. The UKBMD scheme is
spreading, and their website gives
links to a number of initiatives.
UKBMD
puts
local
registrars‘ material
online
–
and these indexes actually have
some key information that enables
you t o be f ar surer you h ave the
right c ertificate selected b efore
you order a copy. As many of
my f orebears ca
me from
Cheshire, I h ave found e ntries in
UKBMD f or Cheshire that I have
failed to find in the G RO l ists.
Check a ll known s ources – try

It makes one wonder just h ow
much checking is done before
material is put online as being
―gospel‖ and makes the point
that you n eed to find ot her
evidence for items you find on the
internet. If
you had landed on that page
seeking one of those named, your
research could have gone very
badly wrong! Always seek other
primary information to qualify your
findings: check, co mpare and
think.
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FreeBMD too! And then order the
certificate – it is crucial to your
assemblage
of p ost-1837
evidence.
Parish registers
Perhaps you are searching i n the
parish registers and ―know‖
that your forebears were in that
parish, yet cannot find them
being baptised. First, check a
wider time span – frequently
baptisms are delayed, or groups
appear to be b aptised in one
session. Are any o f the family
shown in the baptism or
burial registers over an
extended period? If not, then they
may have gone elsewhere – you
find entries in registers that clearly
state a family is f rom elsewhere
and not n ecessarily a n a djoining
parish. If some of the family are in
the registers and your key
ancestor is missing, can t hat item
be one that the i ncumbent just
forgot to write in his register? If
you are searching prior to the
1850s, then it could be worth you
checking also the bishop‘s
transcripts for that parish as some
entries appear in BTs but not in
PRs. Check also if there was any
non-conformist church or chapel in
the vicinity – and check their
records, too.
Marriages are a s lightly different
matter. In 1754 an Act came into
operation requiring a s eparate
register to be
maintained for
marriages and for marriages to
take place in the Church of
England except for Quakers and
Jews. I t was also a requirement
that the couple signed, or made
their mark, and that their
witnesses di d similarly. So you
would expect all marriages after
1754 to be in the registers. O ne
recent piece of work on Burton
Hastings registers has kicked t his
theory into touch – there are
entries for marriages made in the
periodic returns to the Bishop that
do not appear in the parish
register. This parish seemed t o
have a problem with making full
and complete entries for marriages
– not just in the distant 1700s but
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right up to and including 1900! If
you ―know‖ your ancestors were
married in a parish, particularly
prior to 1837, and they do not
appear in the church registers, do
also
the
check
Bishop‘s Transcripts.
Work continues on
transcribing and indexing the
marriages of north Warwickshire –
can you help with this work?

Burials can be a taxing problem.
Firstly, is the period covered by
the series of burials booklets
published by NNWFHS – if so, buy
the ones for the p arishes involved
as these booklets can sa ve hours
of searching. Otherwise t ry t he
parish burial registers – and al so
double-check in the Bishop‘s
Transcripts for periods before the
mid-1800s. Try the National Burial
Index. Then think about things – if
your burials are after the 1870s,
were they interred in one of the
then new public cemeteries?
NNWFHS has published on CD
the burial registers for a raft of
cemeteries in Nuneaton and
Bedworth, and work is currently
nearing fruition to produce a
searchable database for th ose
buried
at
Atherstone‘s
Sheepy Road Cemetery.
If
there is a will f or your dead
ancestor, obtain a copy as this
may include
instructions for their burial along
with helpfuland interesting
information about their lifestyle
and family. But you may have to
accept that your forebear died
somewhere, sometime and is
buried somewhere as yet unknown
– at least since 1837 you should
be able t o obtain their death
certificate. Here again we have a
project run by NNWFHS which
needs volunteers – can you help?
Information from others
When receiving information from
others do you simply accept it all
as being t ruthful a nd proved
beyond reasonable d oubt? If you
receive details b ut th ere a re no
referenced sources then it is highly
suspect. If the references are
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there, spot check a good few if not
all, and really ensure what you are
accepting is valid d ata worthy of
inclusion in your research. Where
there are
a number of
descendants working on research,
it is well worth organising a pooling
of information – and when n ew
ground has to be broken, w ork
together to even the burden.
The foregoing all shows that we
have to look well b eyond one
isolated piece of information
before accepting it as fact; we
have to find o ther substantiating
evidence.
If what you find
doesn‘t quite stack up, then it
likely doesn‘t complete
your
jigsaw…and making it
fit is not an o ption for any good
family historian.
With all research you have to be a
good detective: a nd th at means
that you have to search, assemble
your evidence, ev aluate the facts
and come to a conclusion. Check,
compare—and think!!
JS
---ooOoo--I dread to think of the thousands,
perhaps millions of family trees on
line where the ‘researcher’ has not
checked their facts and as a result
is totally wrong. Wrongness
compounded when someone links
to that tree and perpetuates the
problem. How many have married
off a suitably named couple with
the approximate right dates of birth
oblivious to the fact that one of
them died in infancy because they
did not check the death records.
Some don’t even do the most
basic of sense tests. A son
apparently born before his father
seems a pretty obvious error, but
some will not let that get in the
way of a link to a target famous
‘ancestor’. Treat other people’s
trees with healthy scepticism
unless you can see the proof or
check it for yourself. There is no
better advice than Check Compare
AND Think.
Ed.

NNWFHS JOURNAL April 2010

UK Military Family History
– or UKMFH.

There are also sister sites:
For access to all the UK's
major BMD and Census sites
visit
http://www.UKBMD.org.uk/
For access to all the UK's
major Family History sites visit
http://www.UKGDL.org.uk/
---ooOoo---

Asplin Military History
Resources
UKMFH is a free to use site
providing links to web sites that
offer information online that will
help you trace your family history
for those in the Armed Forces.
RAF/RFC, Navy, Army, Marines -the aim is to cover all aspects of
military history throughout the
ages for a wide range of
categories.
The range of topics is vast, so
UKMFH has a new keywords
search feature -- over
6,000 keywords to
choose from! For
example, "Battle of
Britain", "Cheshire
Regiment" and "HMS
Hood", and many, many
more.
UKMFH will be updated
regularly as research
continues. There are
over 1,000 links on the site already
and the owners, Ian & Sharon
Hartas, say they have many more
ready to add.
If you know of any sites that are
missing from their links please let
them know so that they can be
added.
There is a mailing list for UKMFH.
The aim is to post regular updates.
notices highlighting the most
recent additions. Register via the
menu button on the UKMFH site.
The address of this new site is
http://www.UKMFH.org.uk

Another website with military
history resources is Asplin Military
History Resources at
http://www.britishmedals.us/index.
html
This was discovered by Val
Pickard who says that it has so
much on that she hasn't seen half.
There are also contacts to ask
questions of enthusiasts. It is
added to constantly so worth
watching if the subject interests.

---ooOoo---

Chelsea Pensioners'
Service Records go online
for the first time at
findmypast.co.uk
* Most popular records at The
National Archives
* In-depth and colourful insight
into the lives of ordinary ranking
soldiers
* Records include servicemen
born in the UK and throughout the
world, including India and Jamaica
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Known as "WO 97" at The National
Archives, these most frequently
viewed records are now online at
findmypast.co.uk for the first time
ever. The collection comprises
over 6 million full colour images of
the service records of soldiers in
the British Army in receipt of a
pension administered by The
Royal Hospital Chelsea,
and who were discharged between
the dates 1760 and 1913.
Each individual soldier's record
consists of a bundle of a minimum
of four pages, full of fascinating
personal details, and could be up
to 20 pages long! The details that
can be found in these records are
invaluable to family and military
historians, providing a rich and
colourful story of our ancestors'
lives, with a level of detail that is
hard to find in any other historical
records.
Information the records may list
* Date and place of birth
* Age
* Name and address of next of
kin
* Height
* Chest size
* Complexion
* Hair colour
* Eye colour
* Distinguishing features
* Rank and regiment
* Occupation before joining the
army
* Kit list
* Medical history
* Conduct and character
observations
* Countries where, and dates
when, the soldier served
* Date the soldier signed up and
date of discharge
* Service history including
promotions, campaigns and
countries where they fought
* Details of marriage and their
children's names, baptisms and
dates of birth.
---ooOoo--If you have ancestors in the
military there should be enough
material on these three sites to
keep you going for some time!
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Nuneaton and North
Warwickshire Family
History Society
Journal

This fine postcard of a Nuneaton shop front was submitted by Vic Terry [ Member 53 – 2007/2 ]
Does anyone have any information about the shop and its staff?
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