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Watercolour
painting of
Baxterley Village
by Maud Bacon,
daughter of the
Rev Bacon, vicar
of Baxterley &
Merevale parishes
for 53 years.
See page 11 for
information on the
Bacon family.
Picture courtesy of
Chris Brett
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Notification of Changes to NNWFHS Monthly Meetings for the
Membership Year 2010-2011
With effect from Tuesday September 14th 2010, our monthly meetings will be held
as follows:
September, November, December, February, March, May, June & August meetings
will be held at the Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre, Avenue Road, Chilvers Coton,
Nuneaton. 7.30 - 9.30 pm (time to be confirmed). The format for these meetings will
be a mixture of talks from invited speakers on family history related topics; research
and help sessions using the Chilvers Coton Centre’s and the Society’s resources; and
social evenings.
October, January, April and July Meetings will be held at Nuneaton Library 7.30 9.30 pm. At these meetings NNWFHS committee members will be on hand to help
you and guide you through the array of library resources which will be available for
your research.
The charges for all meetings will remain at £2 for members and £3 for guests. These
charges are exclusive of any charges made by Nuneaton Library for use of
computers and printing.
More details of the full programme of meetings will be published as soon as possible
in the next journal and on our website at nnwfhs.org.uk
Please note that the last meeting of this membership year will be held at Nuneaton
library on Tuesday 13th July. The meeting on Tuesday 10th August has been
cancelled.
Editorial
I first came across the (mis)use of
the word ‘supper’ when the BBC ran
a cookery series called Simple
Suppers. Then I read an article that
said the indicators of being posh
were – having an AGA, shopping at
Waitrose, paying more than £10 for
a bottle of wine and having supper
instead of dinner.
When I was a lad (and the Dead
Sea was merely sickening for
something) we had breakfast (after
milking), bait at about 11am, dinner
at 1.00, tea at about 6pm (after
milking) and supper before you went

to bed. The squire, on the other
hand had lunch around mid-day and
dinner at 8.00pm.
This was a sensible arrangement
when people lived near their work
place. Nowadays people often
commute some distance to work
and a main meal in the evening is
commonplace, so that many have
adopted the once posh lunch and
dinner in the evening. My son, and
my nephews and nieces now think
nothing of having their main meal
even later in the evening so I
suppose this is why the modern
trend to having ‘supper’ has arisen.
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What has this to do with family
history? It is an example of how our
lifestyles evolve over time. Attitudes
and habits that are now
commonplace would have been
totally alien to our distant and
indeed not so distant ancestors.
The modern use of ‘supper’ still
grates on me, but I noticed from a
recent trailer for a new TV
programme that even Saint Delia
Smith is using it now.
Perhaps I am just old fashioned.
(Cries of yes from the proof reader.)

NNWFHS JOURNAL July 2010

Chairman’s Report

During the past few months the
society has gone from strength to
strength. The new web site and the
increase in membership (now over
300 fully paid up members) is an
indication that support is growing. We
realise, however, that we must
continue to evolve and adopt new and
better services for our customers – our
members. Over the last membership
year numbers at our monthly research
meetings at Nuneaton Library have
fallen, indicating our need to change.
Therefore, as from this September, we
are restructuring our meeting format.
We will continue to run some research
meetings at Nuneaton Library and
hope to combine these evening
sessions with monthly family history
help desks similar to the ones we
already run in Kingsbury and
Atherstone Libraries. The rest of our
monthly meetings will be held at the
Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre in
Avenue Road, Nuneaton and will
include a variety of family history
related events including speakers for
talks and slide presentations, our AGM
and Christmas social evening.

cast iron ranges (the sort our
grandparents used to use for cooking
and heating) which must be one of the
last in the area and a zinc bath to
show us what the “Good Old Days”
were like when our ancestors only
bathed once a week if they were lucky!
When the new Swinnerton School was
built next door, the building passed
into the ownership of the local
authority who turned it into a depot. By
the late 1980s it had become very
decrepit but was saved almost single
handedly by Beryl Kerby who was one
of the founder members of the
Nuneaton Civic Society.
Over the years Beryl’s devotion has
been truly remarkable. A trust was set
up and gradually the building has
been revived and brought back to life
as a centre for heritage in Nuneaton. It
is full of wonderful bric-a-brac,
memorabilia of old Nuneaton, photos,
plans, maps, old terracotta work,
bricks from all the local brickyards,
even a steel railway wagon from
Haunchwood Brick & Tile is housed
there. There are copious amounts of
old newspapers and articles on the old
town neatly filed in folders for people
to browse, and a large amount of local
military memorabilia, municipal and
school rolls of honour, and much
more.
As well as the large meeting rooms,
the centre houses an original Victorian
schoolroom with the long rows of old

This should provide a wealth of new
things for our locally based members
to do. We always welcome members
from a distance and overseas, who
can join us at these events when they
are in the area. The daytime help
desks will assist those who would
prefer to research during the day
instead of turning out in the evenings.
More details of the new arrangements
will be published elsewhere in this
journal and on the webiste.
Originally built as a school for the poor
children of Chilvers Coton - endowed
by the Newdigate family - the Coton
Centre is a Grade 2 listed building.
The earliest part dates back to 1735
and additional sections were added
over the next two hundred years. The
original building features one of the old
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Victorian school desks with pottery
inkwells, which pupils used to use for
dipping their pens into when we all
used those scratchy blobby old ink
pens.
I have been associated with the
Centre since the Nuneaton Civic
Society helped to save it back in 1987.
It brings back many happy memories
for me such as the time Beryl Kerby,
Alan Cook and myself broke into the
(then derelict and abandoned) Stanley
Brothers brickyard strong room at their
Nr 1 yard at Stockingford and rescued
tons of smelly mouldering documents.
These were dried out at the centre
before being despatched to
Warwickshire Records Office where
they, and the wealth of information
they contain, are now on permanent
loan. The centre has served our local
heritage very well for over 20 years
and we hope our increased
involvement there will help to secure
its continuing use as a Heritage
Centre in the future.

Below:

The Free School, Chilvers Coton ‘At
which Mrs Riley had received a
tincture of the classics.’
George Eliot, The Mill on the Floss.
This is now the Coton Heritage
Centre. Can we afford to lose this,
one of Nuneaton’s great historical and
literary assets?
Ed.

NNWFHS JOURNAL July 2010

Heath End Road,
Nuneaton, in the 1950s
by Eileen Worthington (nee
Evans)
In Heath End Road, in 2010, next
to Hare and Hounds Lane, is an
old building that houses a
business called ‘The Scooter
Centre’. Turn back the clock to
the 1950s, and you would
sometimes see a little girl - me playing on a wooden scooter, and
this building was my school Heath End Primary School. There
is a second building in the same
style, which was part of the school
too.

324 Heath End Rd, about 1948.
My mother, Jane Evans.
When I was born in 1950, Heath
End Road was such a quiet road,
so different from today. Cars were
rarely seen, milk was delivered by
horse and cart, and people walked
or cycled.
Our house, 324, was one of a pair
of semi detached houses, which in
1950 were relatively new. My

Lancashire parents Tom and Jane
Evans bought the house in 1948
for £1600. They had moved to the
Midlands for Dad’s work, and
eventually came to Nuneaton,
when Dad became a lecturer at
Nuneaton Technical College
(which in those days was the red
brick building at the corner of
Riversley Road and Coton Road.)
Adjoining us in 322 lived the
Hubbards, and in the other pair of
semis lived the Harrisons and next
to them, Derek and Margaret
Russell, with their children David
and Lynn. Next door to them, in a
little grey bungalow, lived the
Liggins who kept bees and made
honey, which they sold. I
remember walking there with
some money to buy a jar of
honey. Their front garden
seemed so big, but it is still there and of course, is much smaller
than I remember. Across the
road was the red brick Police
house, where the local policeman
and his family lived - the Wrights,
with their children Marilyn,
Gwynfryn and Gary. This house
is still there, near the corner of
The Raywoods. Next to us on the
other side lived Jim and Jean
Cooper and their children, who
lived in an old cottage which has
long been demolished. Their son
Tony became my great childhood
friend.
Inside number 324, there was a
small hall and the stairs went up
from the front door. To the left of
the hall was a small front room
with a real fire; and at the back of
the house was the living room
where we lived most of the time.
It had the dining table and chairs
and 2 easy chairs by the tiled
fireplace. The kitchen was also at
the back, and was very small, with
a cooker, large rectangular sink,
and a copper under the worktop,
where water was heated up. I
remember a washing machine with
its attached mangle, but not a
fridge. Food was stored in the
pantry under the stairs. Upstairs
were 2 small bedrooms, a tiny
front boxroom, and tiny bathroom.
Outside was an outbuilding which
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had the coal shed and outside
toilet.
At the age of 4, I started school at
Heath End Infant School. The
children all came from close by,
and we all walked there and back.
I enjoyed being at school. The
reception class teacher Miss Wale
was very gentle but firm.
Particular scenes stand out learning to knit and sew;
Christmas approaching and
making paper chains, paper
lanterns and calendars made from
old greetings cards with a little
calendar hanging from 2 strips of
ribbon; everyone sitting up with
arms crossed, chests out and
desperately hoping to be chosen
to go and push the straws through
all the foil tops on the 1/3rd of a
pint milk bottles that arrived for our
playtime; playing out in the
playground; having our hair
rummaged through one at a time
in the school porch by the nurse (I
never realised why - this was the
visit by the ‘nit nurse’); the cold,
concrete walls which housed the
equally cold outdoor toilets.
Across the road, on the corner of
Bermuda Road, was a hall called
The Band Hall, to which we all
went for PE, and ‘Music and
Movement’, to music from the
radio. In the summer, we girls sat
sewing in the garden of the hall.
We were doing embroidery,
hemming, and smocking here, at
an early age - pupils were only at
this school until they were 7. I still
love hand-sewing outside, which
always re-awakens memories of
these times. The boys learned
gardening while we sewed, and
were digging and growing flowers
and vegetables on land behind the
school.
We were in the other building (a
plumbing business in 2009) as
older infants, with Mr Amos,
another kind and dedicated
teacher. He was thin, red haired,
and he brought history and other
subjects to life with his interesting
stories. There were rows of
wooden desks with lift-up lids, and
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a giant blackboard and easel. We
sat in rows according to how far up
the ‘Times Tables’ we could recite,
and moved up the rows as we
advanced.
At the age of 7, when we became
Juniors, we had to leave this little
school, and walk to Chilvers Coton
Primary School in Fitton Street,
walking down to The Bull Ring and
beyond. My sister Diane, born in
1955, joined me at this school
when she started her schooldays.
She didn’t go to the Heath End
School - possibly it had closed
down by then.
After school, and in holidays, we
played out in the street. We rode
wooden scooters and a red
tricycle, and I had roller skates
which strapped onto ordinary
shoes, and after a while of
nervously holding onto the fence,
soon enjoyed skating up and
down. In winter we were encased
in extra jumpers, coat, gloves,
wellies, knitted balaclavas (no
fleece garments in those days)
and were out in the street making
snowmen and rolling giant
snowballs.

Dad, Tom Evans, in the
allotment behind 324, in the
1950s. Griff no. 4 colliery in the
background.

At the back of our house was a
small garden, with a line of poplars
at the bottom, and a gate into the
allotments. Dad grew vegetables
here, and I remember helping to
sow seeds, and also shelling
freshly-picked peas. The
allotments were a great place to
play in, and we spent lots of time
outdoors, making camps,
exploring and learning the names
of wild flowers and butterflies.
Beyond these, was Griff no 4 coal
mine, which was still a working
mine, and we were warned to
keep away, although there were
no notices or fences to keep us
out. The large tip, and the pithead
buildings were behind our house.
Climbing up and sliding down the
heaps of coal was great fun, but a
forbidden activity. Our blackened
ankle socks would always give us
away.
Another area we could play in was
the heathland where The
Raywoods is today. This area was
full of hummocks and hollows from
past mining and digging activities,
and we could race up and down,
or play hide and seek, and in
autumn we picked blackberries
from the hedgerows. We could
walk over to Croft Road through
this rough landscape. Mrs Beeby
in Croft Road taught piano
lessons, and I started my weekly
lessons with her in the 1950s,
walking there and back. Another
favourite walk, when bluebells
were in flower, was along a
footpath at the back of Heath End
Road which led to the grounds of
Arbury Hall.
Across the road opposite Cornish
Crescent was an old grocery shop
(Stringer’s). We went down a step
into a tiny space with a counter,
and asked for things we wanted no self-service in those days. It
was a treat near Bonfire Night to
walk with Dad (while Mum made
the tea) in the dark with a torch or
candle in a jam jar, to the shop
with the pocket money we’d
saved. We could choose
individual fireworks, costing a few
old pence each, from the display
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behind the glass - ‘Golden Rain’,
‘Roman Candle’, rockets,
Sparklers, Bengal matches (which
glowed red or green), a coneshaped one called ‘Vesuvius’ and
‘Jumping Jacks’ which jumped
around unpredictably making
people squeal, Catherine Wheels
and Bangers. Our bonfire was
built on the allotments, and we
used to put potatoes into the
embers, so that we could enjoy
tasty, buttery baked potatoes with
their blackened skins.
Stringer’s also sold sweets, and
we had the occasional treat of
aniseed balls, gobstoppers (how
did they change colour as you
sucked them?), sherbet fountains
and pink bubblegum.
Another shop nearby was the
Coop, opposite the end of Cornish
Crescent. Mum shopped here,
and also bought milk checks here coloured plastic round tokens,
which were left out in our porch to
buy milk from the milkman.
A weekly event was the walk to
the Methodist church, which also
had a hall opposite, and many of
the children in the area went to the
Sunday School there. We took
part in pantomimes (Snow White
and the 7 Dwarfs is one I
remember) and nativity plays, with
our home-made costumes.
Sometime in the 1950s my sister
and I started dancing lessons with
Jean Raynor, in a room at the
back of the Scala cinema in Abbey
Street. We loved our time there,
especially the tap dancing, and
were in the annual pantomimes
that were held in St George’s Hall
in Nuneaton.
So many memories come flooding
back, often triggered by my Dad’s
black and white photographs. My
childhood was very ordinary, but
very happy, and I hope that my
reminiscences will bring back
other people’s memories of
places, names and faces from that
part of Heath End Road where I
spent my early years.
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Heath End Primary School, 1955. Miss Wale, the class teacher, with the youngest children.
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Can you fill in the gaps? Please let me know (NNWFHSeditor@aol.com) if you
recognise anyone.
6
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Trawled from the Internet
The British Library has made
further developments in the project
to digitise part of the newspaper
library collection currently housed
at Colindale. More information
can be seen on the British Library
website at: http://www.bl.uk
I am sure everyone has visited
the Familysearch website for a
quick search, but other useful stuff
is provided too. A series of online
interactive courses on how to read
handwritten genealogical records
in different languages is available
on familysearch. Additional
lessons for each of the courses
are currently being developed. The
courses provide instruction and
practice in reading documents
written in 11 different languages or
scripts.To access the training, go
to www.familysearch.org, click on
the Library tab, click Research
Classes Online, scroll down to
find the Reading Handwritten
Records series, and select the
lesson you want to complete.
Family Search has a test site
where you can go and see the
next generation familysearch.org
Web site being built, test-drive the
site, and give early feedback so
that changes can be made before
the new site becomes official. To
access “Beta FamilySearch,” go to
http://beta.familysearch.org.
Whilst you are at it take a look at
http://labs.familysearch.org to
find more research tools.
One of the treasures that can be
found at the Beta FamilySearch
Web site is the following page:
https://fch.ldschurch.org/WWSu
pport/23things/. The description
for this valuable and informative
page follows:
Listed below are “23 Things” (or
small exercises) that you can do

as a “possible” way to enhance
your skills with Family History
and/or Genealogy on any level.
The exercises will expand your
knowledge of the Internet and
Web 2.0 technology. Please
provide comments at the end of
the various exercises and if so
desired in your own blog which is
covered in week 2. As in all

I was much more impressed with
The Long, Long Trail at
www.1914-1918.net. The name
derives from a popular song of the
time. This site provides a wealth
of interesting and useful
information on WW1 and guidance
on tracking down ancestors
involved in the conflict.

educational endeavors of this type,
the extent of your participation is
your own personal decision.

Free Ancestry ipad / iphone App
If you own an iphone or ipad and
are sad enough to want to carry
your family tree wherever you go,
and bore all your non-family
history friends rigid, you will be
pleased to know that Ancestry now
produce an App to let you do just
that. And its free! Find it at http://landing.ancestry.com/iphone

http://nls.tileserver.com/ has a
very useful zoomable map.
www.deceasedonline.com calls
itself ‘The central database for UK
burials and cremations’, but with
only a few sets of digitised records
from some 15 local authorities I
was a tad underwhelmed.
Hopefully the coverage will
improve as the project helps more
authorities to make the records
accessible. Search is free, but
after that it is pay-to-view.
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Do you have Birmingham
ancestors who were a little too
fond of the booze? Ancestry have
the Birmingham Pub Blacklist for
1903-1906. Use Search > Card
catalogue and search for
‘blacklist’. As with all things
Ancestry, if you want any useful
information you will have to pay.
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Search for a missing register:
can you please help?

handed in, it should have found its
way to Warwick.

Last summer, Val Pickard was
transcribing marriages for Over
Whitacre St Leonard’s. Several
times she checked from end to
end of the film held in north
Warwickshire libraries – there
were no marriages 1754-1813
despite the film labelling claiming
otherwise. On checking, this “full
run” was seemingly supported by
the Record Office’s online
catalogue.

My next enquiry was to establish
when the register was last sighted.
Warwick Record Office confirmed
that it was included in the list of
registers held by the parish at the
time of the Diocesan Survey of
1911. Over Whitacre parish
deposited its registers in 1958,
and at that point the register was
missing.

The matter was raised with the
library staff who raised it with the
local studies officer, who, in turn,
raised it with head office. The
reply was that the register had not
been filmed.
Earlier last year we produced the
booklet “Baptism, Marriage and
Burial Records: What is Where for
the North Warwickshire Church of
England Parishes”. This useful
booklet lists original and filmed
material held in libraries and
repositories around the area.
Tamworth library had reported that
their copy of the Over Whitacre
film did not include the marriages
1754-1813.
On visiting Warwick Record Office,
I enquired about the matter. It
transpired that they did not hold
the original register. We could
revert to using Bishop’s
Transcripts, but the Over Whitacre
holding at Lichfield RO has a
number of years missing, and a
number of years show little other
than the names of grooms and
brides.
Never one to leave things without
further investigation, I asked
questions elsewhere. From the
parish I learned that there was a
distant recollection of a register
being loaned and not returned. It
was wondered if the register might
have been deposited elsewhere.
That would seem unlikely as there
is an agreement amongst
repositories regarding church
registers - had this one been

NNWFHS members have fingers
in many pies! Whoever borrowed
the marriage register did so after
1911 and before 1958, and had to
be someone with either an interest
in the parish or the contents of the
register. The book could now be
in an attic, private library or even
in a holding with a solicitor or with
family papers. Do please prod
around and see what you can find.
The volume may well not clearly
declare it is of St Leonard’s, Over
Whitacre, but if there are
consecutive entries that would
seem to match those below, it will
be the book we are seeking:
17 Oct 1763 Richard Ball,
bachelor of Berkswell to Elizabeth
Sturdy spinster of Over Whitacre
7 May 1764 Richard Cope,
bachelor of Over Whitacre to
Elizabeth Bird spinster of Over
Whitacre
18 June 1764 Thomas Lamb of
Over Whitacre to Frances Purser
of Over Whitacre
In addition, marriages would have
been performed by the following
incumbents along with occasional
visiting ministers [date shown is
their appointment]:
Robert Malabone
John Blythe
John Neville Birch
Robert Sadler

1740
1759
1775
1803

NNWFHS would like at least to
view the volume and transcribe the
marriages to ensure the final
publication is a true transcription of
the register. In addition, we would
wish to encourage the current
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holder to deposit the register for
posterity (I would be prepared to
act as intermediary if the holder
does not wish to be identified).
Can you please help?
Jacqui Simkins (contact details
on officers’ page)
---ooOoo--Post-1837 Marriage Registers –
A Warning
With thanks to the work and
generous support of a number of
individuals, we know now that the
frequently made statement that
information in the church’s
marriage register is the same as
that in the copy held by the local
registrar is not necessarily true.
The transcription team was
struggling with some appalling
writing and incomplete entries –
and one particularly appalling
entry needed further research.
Comparison was made between
the church register version and a
purchased marriage certificate.
This exercise confirmed there are
differences – considerable ones –
between the two versions. This
may apply to others.
If you come across marriages
where you find an entry in a parish
register which is without the
statutory details completed –
excluding lack of fathers (see
Jacqui’s handy hints on page 15)
please let NNWFHS know the
parish, the date, etc. If we have a
deluge it may get the regular
reference books rewritten!!
JS

1803
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The North Warwickshire Pages
THE PARISH CHURCH OF THE
HOLY TRINITY, HARTSHILL
By Rosemary Tyler
The history of Hartshill Holy Trinity
Church actually begins on 30th
March 1842 when the Parish of
Mancetter Vestry Meeting was
held to discuss forming an
ecclesiastical Parish of Hartshill
out of the Mancetter Parish. The
population of Hartshill at that time
was about 1000, and already there
was a Wesleyan Methodist Church
and a Society of Friends Meeting
House in the village. There was
also the Independent
(Congregational) Chapel at Chapel
End just down the hill. It was
therefore decided that a Parish
Church should be built, large
enough to seat about 600 people
and £650 was immediately raised
by the first subscribers. Mr.
Richard Jee, who owned the
quarry, agreed to donate the stone
required.
Plans were made and the work
begun, but when the skeleton
church was almost complete, in
November 1843, part of it fell
down - this was attributed to both
high winds and defects in the
building work. Little progress was
made for the next few years due to
lack of funds, as an amount of
£2500 was required in total.
Eventually, thanks to a gift from
the Rev. H.E. Lowe who was
visiting friends at Atherstone, the
building was completed.
The first Holy Communion Service
was held there on Sunday 30th
April 1848 by the Vicar of
Mancetter, as Hartshill’s new
Vicar, Rev. W.J. Edge had not yet
been appointed. The Consecration

Undated photograph. Who chopped down the trees?

Service took place at the end of
June.
In 1848, of course, the Church
looked very different from how we
see it today. The path to the
Church, which now has a tarmac
driveway and car parking spaces,
was originally on the north side of
the Church not the south. The
ground on the south side of the
Church was again donated by Mr.
Richard Jee. To the north of the
Church was an old farmhouse,
which was added to and became
the Vicarage, built from the same
stone as the Church itself. The
land around the Vicarage was a
gift from the Trustees of Nuneaton
Grammar School. The west
doorway is one of the largest to be
seen on a Parish Church in
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England and was built in the
Norman style, with decorated
arches and pillars carved with
capitals. Below the great wheel
window are four stone roundels
with symbols of the Evangelists
which today are unfortunately too
worn to make out. However, above
the window, at the base of the
tower, you can still just make out
the two quaint heads – one of a
gossip with two tongues. The
tower has one bell which has not
been rung for many years due to
the tower itself being unsafe to do
so.
Originally the Church was lit by oil
lamps suspended from the heavy
oak beamed ceiling, which is now
hidden by the false ceiling erected
ten feet below. There was a small
organ situated in the north east
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corner of the nave (replaced by
choir stalls at one time) and a
pulpit on the right hand side. Over
the years the Church has been
enhanced by many generous gifts
from its Parishioners, the first
being a brass lectern in memory of
George and Elizabeth Tippetts in
1893. Stained glass windows were
also added – the first being given
by the daughters of Joshua
Fielding Matthews
(Churchwarden) and his wife
Maria in 1895. There are two other
windows which commemorate
Charles Abel (1905) and Catherine
Grant Matthews (1907). In 1909
the Vestry was built adjoining the
north side of the Church and was
used for meetings and other social
functions, the architecture
blending in very well with the main
building. In 1926 electric lighting
was introduced.
Major alterations were made in
1938 – 9 and the Church was
closed whilst these took place,
services being held in the newly
built Church Hall. This was when
the false ceiling was installed due
to complaints about draughts. The
gallery was strengthened and the
organ moved to the centre of it.
The old pulpit was replaced and
also the altar rails were replaced
by the present oak ones dedicated
to the memory of Miss Maud
Wilson. An inner porch was added,
and the old pews and floor
replaced as a gift from Mr. Walter
Tremlett. All this restoration work
was carried out at a cost of £2000.
On Saturday 29th May 1948 the
Centenary Commemoration
Service was held by Rev. W.A.
Richards. A recording was made
of the service, and a box was
buried somewhere beneath the
floor of the Church by the Vicar
and Mr. Kenneth Branston, which
contained a 1948 penny, a Church
Service Programme, and another
unknown document. The
Centenary Celebration Funds
amounted to £1000!
Over the years many other gifts
have been made for the

Interior view – 1960s
adornment of the Church and in
1965 the whole interior was
redecorated by a local contractor
having the welfare of the Church
at heart. In more recent years a
New Vicarage has been built as
the Old Vicarage was expensive to
maintain and difficult to heat, and
was therefore sold off and is now
privately owned.
In June 1998 the Church
celebrated its 150th Anniversary
and exhibitions were held in the
Church where so many activities
have taken place since it was first
built. Summer fetes have been
held on the Church lawn and
Christmas bazaars in the Hall.
Many years ago the dramatic
society put on performances and
concerts in the Hall. Sunday
Schools were held, there was a
sewing circle, playgroup, and a
baby clinic, Mothers Union
meetings and much more. There is
currently a well supported Over
50s group and a toddlers group,
the Hartshill Windscape Handbell
Ringers have their home there and
the library is also based in the
building. The Church hosts
Atherstone Choral Society
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concerts twice per year as the
acoustics are deemed to be very
good.
Over the last few years repairs
have been made to the organ, the
roof and the wheel window above
the doorway which is looking really
great now thanks to the efforts of
the previous incumbent Rev.
Laurie Beard. At the moment there
is a Parish Project underway to
completely rebuild the Church Hall
and associated facilities. Last
September saw the Church
welcoming its first female vicar,
Rev. Heather Barnes.
Sources:
‘The King’s England –
Warwickshire’ edited by Arthur
Mee 1936
‘The Story of the Parish Church of
the Holy Trinity, Hartshill’ by W.K.
Branston 1967
‘Heardred’s Hill Part 5 - A Busy
Place - the Nineteenth Century’
by Joan Allen 1978
‘What House Will Ye Build Me?
Hartshill and its Parish Church
1848 – 1998’ by Bob Cretney 1998
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THE REV HUGH BACON

Atherstone Union.

Atherstone Fun Day

By Celia Parton

Family historians may also be
interested to know that he was
census enumerator for Baxterley.
He was also the first local
councillor for Baxterley and was
chairman of Atherstone Rural
District Council from 1905 to 1907.

This was held on Saturday 5th
June, and for once the weather
was reasonable. The event was
coupled with the carnival and that
seemed to attract more people.
NNWFHS had a stand in the
church. Business was slow but
steady. It seemed that with the
novelty of half-decent weather the
majority of people stayed out in
the sun!

The picture on the front cover is of
Baxterley village in 1896. It is
signed M Bacon. This was Maud
Bacon daughter of the Rev Hugh
Bacon who was vicar of Baxterley
and Merevale for 53 years. He
was born in London on 31st March
1828, the son of a judge, Sir
James Bacon and his wife Laura
Frances. He moved with his wife,
Charlotte Ann, to Baxterley in
1854 where they raised their large
family.
He was vicar at the time of the
Baxterley pit disaster of May 1st/2nd
1882. Baxterley was the worst
affected village in terms of lives
lost and injured men, and he did
all he could to help his
parishioners who were suffering as
a result of the disaster. A relief
fund was soon set up to help
sufferers and the Rev Bacon was
at the public meeting held to
launch the fund, urging everyone
to raise as much money as
possible for the fund. He later
became one of the trustees of the
fund and served on the relief fund
committee until his death. He
personally gave out the relief to
the widows of those killed in the
disaster, who lived in his parish.
He also served as one of the
Guardians of the Poor in the

Hugh Bacon died on 2nd April 1907
and is buried in Baxterley
churchyard along with his wife who
died in 1902 and some of his
children. Inside the church there
is a marble plaque dedicated to his
memory.
---ooOoo---

Family & Local History
Day at Baddesley Ensor
Church Hall
We are hosting this event on
Saturday 25th September. The
format will be similar to that held
last year at Over Whitacre. Keep
a look out on the website for
further details nearer the time.
---ooOoo---

Baxterley means 'Baker's
wood or clearing', from Old
English baecestre a baker, and
Old English leah, a clearing
Above: our stand at the Atherstone
Fun Day.
Above left: memorial plaque,
Baxterley church (by kind
permission of Rev Janet Gaspar).
Left: The Bacon family graves and
memorials in Baxterley churchyard.
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MY ATTLEBOROUGH
NONAGENERIAN AND
OTHER RELATIVES
By David Pickett
I became a member of the
NNWFHS less than a year ago
and I often wonder why I took so
long to join. But, better late than
never – a comment I could
probably apply to much of my
family history research because I
only started early in 2003 whilst
convalescing after procedures
following a heart attack.
I ought to mention that I do not live
in the Nuneaton area, neither was
I born there. Until my retirement in
2006, I worked for nearly forty
years in Manchester and my wife
and I still live in the same house in
Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire that we
bought in 1967 at the start of my
employment in the city.
During the 1940s, my family lived
in a small mining town called
Hednesford which is on the edge
of the Cannock Chase. We were
fortunate enough to own a car
and, as a small boy, I enjoyed very
much trips in the car to anywhere
and everywhere.
One trip we made frequently –
often just my parents and I but
sometimes accompanied by my
eldest sister – was to Nuneaton to
visit my mother's paternal
grandfather who was named
George Burns. To me, he was just
Granddad Burns and he was a
very old man with a bushy white
beard and a florid complexion. I
remember that he was kind and
tolerant to having a little boy
around, but my strongest
memories are the room that he
lived in. It was the downstairs
front room of a terraced house
with the front door opening more
or less on to the pavement. In
modern parlance the room would
have been described as a bedsitting room because its contents
seemed to consist only of a bed,
two or three chairs, a wardrobe
and chest of drawers and, of

course, the inevitable chamber
pot!
The house was owned by
George's son Joe and daughter-inlaw Harriet and we would always
spend some minutes at the
beginning and end of each visit in
the back parlour with Uncle Joe
and Aunt Harriet. Years later, I
found out that the house was 72
Park Avenue, Attleborough and I
went to look at it for the first time in
nearly fifty years on 11 March just
gone. Outwardly, it looked much
as I remembered but has been
extended frontally by the addition
of a small bay window. I saw that
on the upper front wall was a
stone inscribed NUREIGN 1901
which presumably dates the
building to just after the death of
Queen Victoria. Indeed, the 1901
census schedules appear to
record Park Avenue under the title
of Upper Park Street with none of
the houses numbered. However,
let me get back to my tale.
I shall mention just a few other
memories of my great grandfather
George. He came once to stay for
a week with us at Hednesford and,
although he was over ninety years
old, he walked as far as the school
gates and waved to me during our
morning playground break. I also
remember the Sunday lunchtime
when he came to the table
properly attired in a three piece
suit with his gold watch and chain.
There is another memory of the
meal that has remained with me.
George was speaking of his
childhood and I remembered that
he was very indignant about the
poverty that his family had
suffered. Fifty years later, I was
able to discover facts about his
early life and understand the
reasons for his indignation during
that Sunday meal.
George died in 1952 not long after
his ninety-fourth birthday. I
believe that he went for the first
haircut of his life and missed the
bus that would have got him near
to home. In spite of entreaties by
the hairdresser, he refused to
countenance getting a taxi. So, he
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walked home, told his son Joe he
felt rather tired and accepted the
offer of a cup of tea. He passed
away sitting in his chair whilst he
waited for his drink of tea.
During the 1950s, when we lived
in Doncaster, I had school on
Saturday morning and had
Thursday afternoons at home. My
mother worked for the Coop and
Thursdays were half days – so my
assistance with housework was
very often required and during
those times, my mother told me
something of her family history.
She died in 1962 and memories of
those conversations were the only
pieces of information with which I
started all my family history
researches. I have to say that
everything my mother said has
proved to be truthful and accurate
(as far as she knew).
I found out that my mother's father
had been called John Burns and
he was George's second son. My
mother never knew her father. He
was killed in a coal-mining
accident on 6 November 1908
having been married less than a
year. My mother was born the
following June. According to my
mother, George Burns did not
have a very high opinion of his
daughter-in-law. He thought her
'flighty' because she had jilted a
former fiancé (whom she
subsequently married) in favour of
his son. Also, John appeared to
have been George's favoured son.
Be that as it may, when my
grandmother received
compensation for John's death,
George took her to court to try and
have the compensation put in trust
for my mother. He was
unsuccessful and the two
protagonists never spoke to one
another again.
My mother never spoke other than
highly of her grandfather and with
the greatest affection. When she
won a scholarship to Leamington
High School, he paid for
everything associated with her
education and she used to stay
with him and his wife Catherine
during the summers. He earned a
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good deal of money during his life
as he worked as a quarryman in
many dangerous locations. He
had sufficient money to lend my
parents £300 interest free in 1930
to buy a house and I believe that
in the early part of the last century
he owned at least three houses in
Park Avenue and probably one
around the corner in Gadsby
Street.
I shall now pass over thirty years
and come to 22 August 1987.
That day, for reasons that I can
not now recall, I decided that I
wanted to try and make contact
with any of George's descendants
so I wrote a letter to the editor of
the Nuneaton Evening Tribune.
The substance of the letter was
published and within two days I
had been contacted by two of my
mother's cousins, Evelyn and
George, who were the children of
Uncle Joe and Aunt Harriet
mentioned above.

efforts on my behalf over twentytwo years ago. So, I reiterate my
thanks now. I emailed him some
time ago and he does remember
helping me.
One remark that Peter made in
1987 was that Burns was not a
local name and he was correct.
When I obtained a copy of
George's birth certificate I found
that his name was George Burne
and his parents were John Burne,
a framework knitter, and
Susannah Burne. George was
born at 25 Chapel Street,
Shepshed, Leicestershire on 1
February 1858. I have never been
able to find why George changed
his surname from Burne to Burns
but his name appears as Burns on
his marriage certificate of 27
December 1880 and in the 1881
census – both occasions resident
at Croft, Leicestershire, occupation
quarryman.

The Nuneaton Evening Tribune
published an article about George
on his ninety-second birthday.
Apparently the children in the
vicinity called him Granddad Burns
or Father Christmas on account of
his bushy white beard. He seems
to have been well regarded in the
community. I noted only one error
(found subsequently). He and his
wife Catherine had seven sons but
he said they had had ten children
(the number of his parents'
children). An excusable error for a
very old man, I would think. The
information apart from that ties in
well with what I have been able to
find and deduce.
I discovered that Shepshed had
been a major centre for homebased framework knitters but by
the 1850s their numbers had
declined due to the dominance of
knitting factories and the
remaining framework knitters had
become increasingly

Then, a few days later, I received
a letter from someone I have
never met but many of you know
well – Peter Lee! He had read
about my request in the
newspaper and, unsolicited, had
done a search for information and
had found entries in the 1938/39
Nuneaton Directory for George at
74 Park Avenue and Joe and
Evelyn at 72 Park Avenue. He
also gave me some very useful
information about Attleborough,
made many helpful suggestions
and we exchanged a few letters.
Subsequently, he found an entry in
Kelly's Directory for 1904 for
George Burns and Sons,
stationers, 9 Abbey Street. I was
at a loss to understand how a
quarryman might own a stationery
shop until I found many years later
that my grandfather John Burns
had been a printer at the time of
the 1901 census. Peter was
unable to find other references to
the stationers and we can
conclude that George must have
sold the business some time not
long after 1904.
I am not quite sure if I thanked
Peter adequately for his generous

George Burns aged 92
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impoverished. Indeed, the 1861
census lists both George's parents
as framework knitters trying to
scratch a living, I would think, for
their young family of four children.
That was, I believe, the reason for
George's indignation about his
family's poverty ninety years later.
It seems that about 1863,
George's father, John Burne, gave
up the struggle against poverty,
moved his family about twelve
miles and became a labourer at
Bardon Hill quarry. John Burne
was a quarryman until he died in
1896 and I have been told that he
was presented with a black marble
clock in 1895 in recognition of his
work as secretary for the Granite
Sick Benefit Society at Bardon Hill.
The clock is now at Nuneaton
museum but not on public display.
George, himself, began work at
the age of nine at Bardon Hill
quarry. I am not sure if he was
legally old enough for work and
the census of 1871 gave his age
as sixteen instead of the correct
thirteen. Subsequently, he
appears to have worked in quite a
number of quarries. I can only go
by census data and birth certificate
entries for his children but he
worked at quarries at Croft, Stoney
Stanton, Threlkeld in the Lake
District, slate quarries in North
Wales in addition to quarries
around Nuneaton. He appears to
have lived in Attleborough from
the mid 1890s but with a period
spent away slate quarrying with
his eldest son Jim and third son

Joe. When he retired in the
1920s, George was foreman at a
quarry at Marston Jabet.
According to my mother's cousin –
another George Burns – over a
period, George sold all the houses
that he owned and gave away
most of the money. I have been
told that he was also a Methodist
lay preacher and that he had
owned the land that houses the
school in Park Avenue but I've
never confirmed that. One story
(source, my mother) concerns my
grandfather, John Burns, when he
was at school in the early 1890s.
Apparently, George found that at
the age of eleven his son was
teaching the young children. So,
he stormed off to the school to
demand to know what was
happening to be told 'we can't
teach him any more, Mr Burns'.
I have briefly mentioned the death
of my grandfather, John Burns. I
am aware of the general interest in
the coal mining industries in the
Nuneaton area so perhaps the
following is of interest. He died on
6 November 1908 at No. 5 Hill
Griff, No. 4 Colliery, Chilvers
Coton. He was 26 years old and
described as a Coal Filler, late of
131 Gadsby Street, Attleborough.
The cause of death was given as
asphyxia, caused by a fall of coal
burying him in the mine. An
inquest was held on 10 November,
after which the death certificate
was issued. His body was never
recovered.

I have a few more relatives in the
Nuneaton area but haven't been
able to find them yet. They are
descendants of Alfred James
Smith who was a brother of my
grandmother (mother's mother)
Maud Emily Smith. Maud and
Alfred were both from Leamington
and I often wondered how Maud
came to meet John Burns. I found
the answer in the 1901 census.
Alfred James Smith came to work
in Nuneaton as a machine minder
in a wool factory and boarded at
50 Gadsby Street, Attleborough,
not far from where the Burns
family lived. I don't know what
evening activities there were for
young men in the early 1900s but
it is entirely plausible that Alfred
got to know the Burns brothers
and that Maud and John met when
she was visiting her brother
probably one Sunday. For a
number of years Alfred (then a
coal miner hewer) and his wife and
children lived at 117 Queens
Road, which may or may not be of
interest to anyone searching for
Smith ancestors in Nuneaton.
An interesting aside, in 1901
Alfred boarded with a selfemployed poultry farmer called
Charles Labram. In 1987, Peter
Lee met Mr Labram's son, Ernest,
then aged eighty-one, who gave
him some information about
George Burns.
It's a small world, isn't it?

Two announcements from the National Archives (TNA)
Car park charges
There will be flat-rate charge of £5 per day. Annual pre-pay tickets, offering a substantial discount, will also be available.
Visitors who drive to The National Archives without having booked and paid for a space will not be able to access the car
park. Full details can be found from www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/446.htm.
Copies of documents
This new streamlined service will provide an instant quote based on the average cost of copying similar documents and
means customers will no longer have to wait ten days for a quote. As some documents can contain hundreds of pages,
where a customer does not know which pages within a document they need copies of, a search fee of £45 will be
introduced to recover the cost of searching for the information. The full announcement can be seen at
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/news/445.htm.
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Bits and pieces from the
Institute of Heraldic and
Genealogical Studies
www.ihgs.ac.uk
The Institute Of Heraldic And
Genealogical Studies And
Achievements Limited Merge
The Trustees of the Institute of
Heraldic and Genealogical Studies
are very pleased to announce that
with effect from the 1st June 2010,
the charity has merged with its
trading company, Achievements
Limited. Achievements Limited
was set up in 1961 to trade for the
benefit of the Institute, because
Charity Law at that time prevented
charities from trading. More
recently, changes in the law now
permit charities to trade and we
have taken advantage of this.
Merchant Seaman Medals
First World War merchant seaman
medals are now available to
search and download at The
National Archives. If your ancestor
qualified for the British War Medal
or the Silver War Badge through
his naval service there will be a
medal card.
Newspapers to go Online
BrightSolid and the British Library
will make 40 million newspaper
pages available in ten years. They
will be made fully searchable
online (fee-based). Copies and the
index will be available free in the
Library but the originals will be

moved. The full collection contains
52,000 local to international titles.
Currently family historians can
access the archives of the Times
and the Guardian in full as well as
some smaller collections but this
will be the first time ordinary family
historians are able to quickly look
for items such as birth notices at
local level all over the country.
Website: http://www.bl.uk
Non-conformist records on
Ancestry.co.uk
The Non-conformist Registers
from the London Metropolitan
Archives have now gone online at
Ancestry. Dating 1694-1921, they
include about 224,000 names and
include Methodists, Presbyterians,
Congregationalists, Baptists and
Quakers, and other free-thinkers.
Lancashire Businesses online
The University of Manchester has
placed the records of 3000 small
businesses between 1760 and
1820 online- most relating to
Manchester and Liverpool. You
can search via name, business
and document for your grocer or
wheelwright ancestor and read
documents related to them.
Tracing Your Railway Ancestors
Di Drummond

historian. The book describes the
rapid growth, heyday and long
decline of the railways from the
earliest days in the late-eighteenth
century to privatization in the
1990s. It illustrates the types of
work that railwaymen did and the
conditions they worked in. It
introduces the reader to the variety
of records that are available for
genealogical research from staff
records and registers,
publications, census returns
through to biographies and
autobiographies.

Website Spotlight
http://www.hearthtax.org.uk/ind
ex.htm
Not just welcome access to
transcriptions of some of these
useful records, but also a practical
guide to the history and use of the
records; we recommend this
website as an authoritative source
on the Hearth Tax of the 17th
Century. We hope the project is
able to continue its work.
Isn't genealogy fun? The
answer to one problem leads
to two more!
Genealogy: Tracing yourself
back to better people.

Paperback 272 pages
ISBN: 9781844158645

I researched my family tree...
and apparently I don't exist!

Price £14.99

Heredity: Everyone believes in
it until their children start to act
like idiots...

A guide to all aspects of railway
history for the family and local

Jacqui’s handy hints - no father given on certificate.
Recently a number of queries have come in regarding the blank spaces or line through the sections of the post-1837
registers for “father’s name and surname” and “rank or profession of father”. If this section is completed for only one
party, it is generally – but not always – a case of no known or remembered father for the second party. However, if
both parties’ fathers are not recorded, look at other entries in that period. It is known that some ministers objected to
the introduction of civil registration and, to make their objection known, did not record the fathers in the registers; this
practice will not have lasted that long after 1837, though some registers up to 1870s seem to be affected. Don’t use
your copy certificate in isolation – look at other entries in the parish register around the same period.
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THE NEWDEGATE ARMS by Peter Lee
The Newdegate Arms was one of
two principle hotels in Nuneaton.
The other was the Bull Inn (now
the George Eliot Hotel). The gable
end we see in this view used to
stand where the statue of George
Eliot is now located in Newdigate
Square. The Newdegate Arms
was demolished in 1914 for road
widening and a new hotel built at
the back. You can see why in this
view. The narrow entrance to
Abbey Street. (Then called
Newdigate Street in the short
section between here and Abbey
Gate, before Abbey Street proper
began). The narrowness and
awkward dog-leg in the road was
an increasing nuisance as the

town grew in population, and
motor transport became more
frequent, leading to congestion
and awkward scrapes. The
Newdegate Arms was a very
ancient building. Hidden behind
the plain façade we see here was
a collection of buildings some of
which are believed to have dated
back to the 15th century. Indeed
the gable ended building refronted in this view might have
been 15th century in origin. It was
in the gabled section that there
was a large assembly room which
doubled as a police court, and
function room for concerts and the
like. Not only this in the 19th
century a bone setter, Mr. G.
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Matthews-Bennett of Warwick,
would attend every first and third
Tuesday every month, to re-set
any broken bones that had
occurred in the town in the
meantime. Best that you broke
your leg just prior to his arrival to
minimise the suffering which might
be caused by having to wait a
fortnight to receive his attention.
That is if you could afford his fee!
There is a great deal to tell you
about the old Newdegate which I
will save for future articles, so I will
leave you with this view and the
fact that redevelopment of this
corner in 1914 cost Nuneaton
Borough Council the princely sum
of £8,250.
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Incumbents of St Lawrence Ansley from 1220 and Kingsbury from 1248
Incumbents at St Lawrence, Ansley taken from
“A Brief History of Ansley”
by Maureen Stephenson, undated (c.2000)

Incumbents in Kingsbury, taken from
“History & Records of the Parish of Kingsbury”
by A.V. Owen, published 1907

Dom. Nicholas
Dom Rad de Thamwoth, chaplain
Roger de Eton, chaplain
John de Pollesworth
Richard le Gaunger
John de Warton
Thomas Frauncey
Henry Pynson
William Haghmond
Walter Seyrton
John Twycross
Edward Bower
George Chapman
Thomas Wilson
Henry Hondays
Robert Coope
Thomas Arnefeild
Robert Cope
William Foxe
Jacob Bush
Francis Bacon
Sam Gormston
Robert Waldron
John Robinson
Moses Cotterell
William Nelson
Thomas Ebdell
Thomas Ebdell jnr
Moses Cotterell jnr
Henry Homer
Joseph Hutchins
John Charles Lucens
Theo Sharp
James Nutt Adams
John Holdsworth Morgan
Charles Heaton
Wilfred Charles Couch
Reginald Percy Rowan
John Charles Dunham
William Walter Rogers
Donald Alexander Munro
Eric Thomas Jarvis
Stanley Richard Marriott
Timothy Maxwell Gouldstone
James Jasper
Geoffrey Kimber

William de Stanford
Dr Thomas de Craul, priest
Nigel, son of Remundus
Gilbert of Kynesburie, priest
William of Minworth, academicus
Thomas de la Grave, priest
Thomas Barle
Richard de Boule, clerk
Dr Job Clerke, priest
Arnold Thorpe
Job Freeman
Dr William Atte-Mille
Job Smyth
Robert Trulufe
Robert Lancashire, priest
Thomas Wenlocke, Bac
Dr Richard Hutton

1220
1248
1315
1349
1430
1430
1440
1444
1543
1554
1557
1561
1574
1575
1591
1600
1625
1682
1682
1690
1694
1727
1731
1759
1771
1774
1779
1835
1865
1878
1888
1892
1924
1926
1935
1947
1951
1957
1964
1981
1986
1997

Post-reformation
Master William Smyth
Henry Fletcher, clerk
Nicholas Rushall
Job Foxe
Humphrey Slater
Samuel Hodgkinson, minister
Thomas Brooke, vicar
Thomas Langley, vicar
George Antrobus, vicar
Richard Jackson, vicar
Robert Reynolds, vicar
Simon Collins, vicar
Hugh Smith, vicar
Richard Parkes, vicar
Henry Francis Carey, vicar
Charles T. Carey, vicar
Henry Webb Garrett, vicar
A.L. Onslow, vicar

1248
1250
1256
1300
1310
1313
1349
1360
1390
1410
1411
1421
1438
1439
1439
1499
1521
1554
1584
1587
158-? [sic]
1616-1629
1680
1706
1724
1747
1782
1793
1794
1800
1832
1875
1890-1906

Kingsbury Church from the river
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Weddington goes to war –
World War I memorial plaque
inside St James’ church

where Captain Shakerley
was shot dead, 5 yards
from the enemy’s trench.
He died aged 30, 2 months
before his brother Geoffrey
was killed. Captain
Shakerley was mentioned
in despatches for gallant
and distinguished conduct
and he is commemorated
on Le Touret Memorial at
Pas de Calais.

By Ann Smith member
number 1996-26
Private Edward Kenneth Leslie
Cross was born in Weddington
on 8 April 1898 and lived at
Wood Farm with his mother,
Emily and father Edward.
Weddington at that time was a
hamlet of 106 people, although
neighbouring Caldecote was
larger at 136. Educated at
King Edward VI Grammar
School he became a farm
manager. He enlisted in January
1917 in the Royal Warwickshire
Regiment and died aged 19 on 4
October 1917 from wounds
received in action near Ypres. He
is buried in the Godewaersvelde
British Cemetery.

Private Edward Kenneth Leslie
Cross

Corps. Decorated with the
Distinguished Service Order
(DSO) he was killed in action at
Ypres on 15th May 1915 aged 46.
He is buried in Rue Petillon
Military Cemetery in Fleurbaix,
France.
Captain Eric Piers Shakerley was
born on 8th March 1885 and
educated at Clifton College and
Cooper’s Hill Royal Indian
Engineering College. From 1906
he worked with the Sudan
Irrigation Service being in charge
of works in the Sudd region of the
Upper Nile.
Captain Shakerley was in the
King’s Royal Rifle Corps and on
10th March 1915 he led an assault
party in an attack upon the enemy
trenches at Givenchy. The party
came under heavy fire, but
reached the wire entanglements

2nd Lieutenant Arthur
Cecil Shakerley was the
middle brother, born
around 1880 and he was in
the Royal Horse Artillery
and Royal Field Artillery. Killed in
action on 22 April 1917 he was 37
and the last of the three Shakerley
brothers to die. His grave is in
Bailleul Road East Cemetery, St
Laurent – Blangy, France.
Private Percy Wainde was born
around 1899 and was the younger
son of Arthur Wainde, coachman
to the Shakerley family. Percy
Wainde was in the Royal
Berkshire Regiment and was killed
in action aged around 18 on 24
November 1917, the last of the
Weddington men to fall in the war.
He is commemorated on the
Cambrai Memorial, Louverval,
France. His elder brother Arthur
William Wainde (born around
1896) was in the Royal Regiment
of Artillery and he survived the
war.

The next three names belong to
the Shakerley brothers, Geoffrey
Charles, Eric Piers and Arthur
Cecil. The family lived at
Weddington Hall (Castle) having
previously lived at Grove Park
Mansion, Budbroke near Warwick.
Lieutenant Colonel Geoffrey
Charles Shakerley, was born
around 1870, and during the war
was in the King’s Royal Rifle

Above: Church of St James
Weddington
Left: Captain Shakerley
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Help requested – Gilbert
and Garrett families,
Maxstoke
[Edited version of email sent to Pat
Boucher.]
I am trying to find the name of my
husband's gt gt gt grandmother.
Records available show the Sarah
Gilbert's ( b. 1801) parents were
John Gilbert and Elizabeth (no
surname). The only record I found
was for a John Gilbert and
Elizabeth Garret, but I think these
people were his parents.
I have had access to the Maxstoke
Parish Registers through
The Society of Australian
Genealogists, but these films
can sometimes be difficult to read.
The details I found are below.
My husband's gt gt gt grandmother
was Sarah Gilbert bapt 26 April
1801 St. Michael's and All
Angels, Maxstoke. Her parents
John Gilbert and Elizabeth (no
surname). Yes her maiden name
was one thing I was after!
Looking through these records I
also came across the marriage of
a John Gilbert and Elizabeth
Garrett, 17 Jun 1772. This John
Gilbert was buried on the 25 Jan
1836, at 87 years of age
(b.c1749).
I also found a baptism for
Elizabeth Garrett for the 11 Mar
1753 Maxstoke, f. Charles
Garrett m. Anne ?. If this
Elizabeth is the mother on the
Baptism of Sarah Gilbert b.26 April
1801 then she would have been

48yrs when Sarah was born. I do
not want to link my Sarah Gilbert
to the wrong family; with the
naming patterns observed in
England at the time there may
have been another John and
Elizabeth Gilbert, as the ones
above seems to be too old to be
siring children at 52yrs and
48years?
I would like to link my Sarah to this
John Gilbert and Elizabeth Garret,
but confidently cannot do so. I also
found other children's baptismal
records for John Gilbert and
Elizabeth (no surname written)
which span over 31
years, although fragmented; first
child William born 8yrs after
marriage in 1772, next child Anne
9yrs after William, Joseph 4 yrs
after Anne, Mary the following
year, then John 4 years after
Mary, Sarah 3yrs after John, and
another Anne 2yrs after. I also
know the renaming of children (in
the case of Anne) also happened
in families. But most families kept
to the naming pattern, and if this
were the case there should have
been an Elizabeth, after the
mother and a Charles
after Elizabeth's father.
Children of John Gilbert &
Elizabeth from the Parish Register
of St. Michael's & All Angel's,
Maxstoke.
William 18 June 1780
Anne 21 Nov 1789
Joseph 19 May 1793
Mary 26 1794
John 20 Dec 1798
SARAH 26 APR 1801...?John
Gilbert then 52yrs, and Elizabeth
48yrs??
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Anne 25 Dec 1803.....?John
Gilbert then 54yrs. and Elizabeth
50yrs???
Because the surname of the
female is not always written on the
Baptismal entries, some of these
children may have been from
another John Gilbert & Elizabeth
(?) who may have married in
another Parish before moving to
Maxstoke to settle.
OR Perhaps John Gilbert &
Elizabeth Garrett had a son John
born about 1773 but not Baptised
in Maxstoke (as many people
those days were on the move).
He at age 20 years, then 1793,
could have more than likely
married a girl from another Parish,
by the name of Elizabeth (?), and
they could easily be the parents of
the possible last three entries
(above) John b.20 Dec 1798,
Sarah b.26 April 1801 and Anne
b. 25 Dec 1803
When you look back to the
marriage of John Gilbert and
Elizabeth Garrett, which was in
1772, 8 years passed before they
have their first child being baptised
at Maxstoke? and 9 years
between their first and
second (see list above).
I don't want be caught in the 'TOO
EASY to claim any ancestor for
yours if the names fit?' as so
many people today do.
Can anyone help please?
Pauline Insley
paulineinsley@yahoo.com.au
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Nuneaton and North
Warwickshire Family
History Society
Journal

1950. Morris car outside 324 Heath End Rd. The pit head gear of Griff no
4 colliery is just visible on the right of the photo.
Parsons & Sherwin – April Journal back page photograph - Several members contacted me with information about this.
It was not Nuneaton but Hinkley (although there was a branch in Nuneaton). I can do no better than quote Michael “Mr
Hinkley” Roberts who told me that –
“The photograph on the back of the April 2010 Journal is the Hinckley branch of Parsons & Sherwin which was in Station
Road, Hinckley. The opening on the left of the photograph is The Horsefair. The building is still there but it is now closed.
There was a Parsons & Sherwin in Nuneaton. This was in Newdegate Street, just off Bond Gate, almost opposite an
entrance to what was J.C.Smiths.” (Now Debenhams Ed.)
Thanks to those who contacted me.
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