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Editorial
Peter Lee refers elsewhere to our successful events at the Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre. The centre is a great
asset to Nuneaton holding as it does a wonderful collection of local material and maps. Atherstone unfortunately
has no heritage centre, but does have Friends of Atherstone Heritage which has accumulated a warehouse full
of material but nowhere permanent to display it. The Friends collaborate with the Volunteer Bureau at the White
Hart (opposite the railway station) and use their premises from time to time to stage themed exhibitions.
The current exhibition is about the yards and features a mock up of a room in a typical yard dwelling. Maps of
the yards show how densely the dwellings were packed yet with only two or three privies per yard (but they might
be double-holers for the sociably inclined). Conditions were far from ideal, but the majority of dwellings were
kept as clean and cosy as conditions allowed. Some families raised many children in these dwellings. One has
to wonder how they fitted them all in, but several children in a bed was considered quite normal, and older
children might be accommodated downstairs in what Flora Thompson referred to as „shake down‟ beds. (See
Lark Rise to Candleford – the book - not the atrocity shown on BBC. She provides a lot of information about how
large families were fitted into small spaces, even to the lengths of farming them out to childless neighbours who
had a little room to spare.)
The exhibition also features a small part of Alan Jones‟ local bottle collection – there were several local families
in Atherstone involved in producing, bottling a selling „pop‟.

Above – small but comfortable.
Above centre – stoneware flagon from
H Shimeld.
Above right – two mayors for the price
of one!
Right – Atherstone „pop‟ bottles from
Barnsley and Hiorns

Journal submissions.

Contributions to the Journal are welcome. These can be of any length, (but if you submit
something the size of ‘War and Peace’ the editor reserves the right to trim it a bit). Also any
hints or tips you have picked up in your researches – let others benefit from your experience.
Pictures to accompany articles are always welcome. If possible these should be scanned at
300dpi. If dpi means nothing to you, don’t worry, just scan it and send it in.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
We are making renewed
success of our member‟s
monthly meetings at the
Chilvers Coton
Heritage Centre. The
last two talks were
well attended and
this bodes well for
the future.
To anyone not
familiar with the
building it is the
oldest public building
still, almost, in
original condition, in
the Nuneaton area,
outside of our local
parish churches. A
true miracle survivor.
It was built in the
early 18th century as a school.
The Newdigate family financed
it as a charity school house to
provide a modicum of
education for the poorest
members of the local
community. Over the next two
hundred years a number of
extensions have been added.
Today it is a showcase for
Nuneaton area building
materials. The oldest part is
constructed from grey
sandstone. This came from the
Attleborough quarry which was
about a mile away. Later
additions incorporate brickwork
from various Stockingford
sources.
Its preservation as a building is
entirely down to one person –
Beryl Kerby – whose selfless

unpaid voluntary efforts to save
the building from the derelict
condition she found it in
deserves a medal. Beryl has
given all her retired life to that

structure. I cannot tell you how
grateful I am to Beryl. I have
supported her since the very
first meeting we had back in
the late 80‟s when it was
threatened with demolition and
seen the enormous effort she
has made to preserve it. It was
a superhuman effort and
reflects on an earlier
generation where faithful
voluntary service was expected
and happily given. Sadly we
are in an era where “Heritage”
means history is only worth
something if someone can
draw a financial benefit from it.
Over the years there has been
some talk as to whether
George Eliot (1819-1880) went
to school there. I need to dash
that myth once and for all. She

certainly attended Chilvers
Coton church opposite and it
would have been part of her
familiar day to day existence in
her perambulations around her
home parish of
Chilvers Coton
where she spent
the first 22 years of
her life. But her
father was wealthy.
He managed the
estates and land
affairs of two
prominent local
families – the
Newdigates and the
Harpurs, who
between them
owned almost the
entire parish of
Chilvers Coton.
George Eliot‟s
father sent his
daughter to the best and
presumably most expensive
private local schools. No doubt
she would have seen the poor
little Coton mawkins, who
cascaded from the charity
school every day, and it is
possible I guess that she had
cause to step inside on the odd
occasion for some charitable
purpose.
I am conscious that we are in
changing times, that maybe
Family History, once a massive
growth area for local studies,
needs refreshing. We seem to
be sorted with our meeting
venue, the web site and
newsletters are established
utilities, what next?

Please note: Nuneaton Local History Group is an independent body of local
history enthusiasts and totally separate from NNWFHS, although the two
groups periodically co-operate at heritage events, etc. For further information
about the NLHG contact Peter Lee.
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The North Warwickshire Pages
By Celia Parton

Municipal Cemeteries in and around North Warwickshire
If you cannot find a burial in the records of local churches, please bear in mind the
opening of local municipal/public cemeteries.
Name
Atherstone Sheepy Road #
Bedworth Coventry Road *
Glascote
Oaston Road *
Wilnecote Old
Wigginton
Sutton Coldfield
Hartshill
Attleborough *
Coleshill
Bucks Hill *
Amington
Wilnecote New
Marston Lane

Date Opened
1870
1874
1874
1875
1875
1876
1881
1883
1893
1893
1913
1914
1935
1952

Current Operating Organisation
Atherstone Town Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Council
Birmingham City Council
Hartshill Parish Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
Coleshill Town Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Council
Tamworth Borough Council
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council

There are also public cemeteries in nearby Rugby (from 1861 – see Rugby FHG publications) and Coventry (from 1847 –
see Coventry FHS publications).
Transcribed registers published by NNWFHS 2011.
* Scanned images of registers published by NNWFHS 2005.
#

THE VILLAGE OF
MANCETTER
The name Mancetter is derived
from the Roman settlement of
Manduessedum which
straddled the Watling Street
where the Bull Inn at Witherley,
now stands. The Roman fort
was built on higher ground
where the church and Manor

House now stand.
The church is dedicated to St
Peter and for many years it
was also the mother church of
the villages of Oldbury and
Hartshill and also the town of
Atherstone. This should be
borne in mind when checking
parish registers. Atherstone
formally split from Mancetter in
1841. Hartshill‟s church dates
from 1848.
The earliest parts of the
church date from 1270
although there is
evidence of Norman
masonry on the lower part
of the chancel walls. The
first recorded incumbent
is Hugo de Stanford,

Mancetter Parish Church
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appointed 1287, so there must
have been a church there at
that time. It is thought that
there may have been an earlier
church on this site but no proof
of this has been found. The
church was rebuilt in the 14th
century when only a small
portion of the original church
was retained. The tower was
added in 1420. The latest
addition to this ancient building
is the south porch rebuilt soon
after 1633. Inside the church
there are some interesting
memorials. There is an area
still known as the Bracebridge
Chapel which served as the
burial vault of many of the
Bracebridge family and there
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are memorials to members of
this family dating from 1695
onwards. They were the
owners of Atherstone Hall.
There is a tablet to Charles
Holte Bracebridge who died in
1872 although he is actually
buried in Atherstone cemetery
and there is a monument to
him and his wife, Selina in the
form of an obelisk there.
There is also a memorial to the
brothers Robert, John and
William Glover and Joyce
Lewis, collectively known as
“The Mancetter Martyrs”.
The Glover family lived in
Mancetter Manor which still
stands next to the church. The
eldest brother John, who
owned the house, was an
ardent and active Protestant,
along with his brother William.
The bishop of Coventry,
appointed by Mary Tudor, was
sent to arrest John, but he and
his brother escaped. Brother
Robert was unable to escape
as he was ill in bed at the time.
He was duly arrested and burnt
at the stake in Coventry in
1555. Joyce Lewis was
married to Thomas Lewis who
held a portion of the manor of
Mancetter. She was converted
to the Protestant faith by John
Glover. As she refused to
recant her faith she was later
arrested and burnt at the stake
in Lichfield in 1557. The two
brothers who escaped soon
died of destitution and
exposure and because of their
faith were denied a Christian
burial. Robert Glover‟s
bedroom since then has been
known as “The Martyr‟s
Bedroom”
A floor slab in the nave marks
the last resting place of Francis
Gramer who died in 1699. He
also lived in Mancetter Manor,
and was the grandfather of
James Gramer, citizen and

goldsmith of London. When he
died in 1726 he left £2,000 to
build and endow almshouses in
Mancetter. These were built in
1768 to the west of the church
between the church and
Mancetter Manor. The
almhouses are still standing
together with some others on
the other side of the road, built
on land which Gramer left for
the purpose.

The Almshouses
Mancetter Manor is a fine
example of a medieval manor
house. It was built in the early
14th century by Sir Guy de
Mancetter. The Glover family
purchased it in 1529 from
Thomas Harper who was
related by marriage to Sir Guy.
They occupied it for over 100
years. The last Glover to live
there was Edward who died in
1642. It was after that that the
ownership passed to the
Gramer family. Since then it
has had many different owners,
including a grandson of Sir
Robert Peel, former Prime
Minister and founder of the
modern police force, Harold
Austin, owner of one of
Atherstone‟s hat factories and
the National Coal Board. For a
short time it was used as a
hotel/restaurant but since 1998
it has been owned by Allen J
Lloyd, founder of the Lloyds
chain of chemist shops, who
has given the building a
complete restoration.
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Mancetter Manor
Although Mancetter was once a
large parish it has remained
largely rural with one major
exception and that is the
quarry. Originally known as
Reservoir Quarry it was started
by William Boon in the late 19th
century. The first evidence of
quarrying in the area appears
on an ordnance survey map of
1873. The stone extracted is
called diorite. It has a high skid
resistance and is therefore
used on road surfaces.
The quarry is an important
geological site. The hard rock
is enclosed in a softer shale in
which Professor Lapworth of
Birmingham University found
fossil trilobites that dated it to
the Cambrian era. These
shales along the Nuneaton
Ridge form part of the most
complete Cambrian rock
sequence in Britain. It will
eventually be restored to
include an area of lowland
acidic grassland and bare rock
faces providing specialised
habitats for insects and lichens.

The quarry at its deepest
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Breaking news … Tuesday
8 February

Chilvers Coton Rocks
to Inside Stories!
Members of NNWFHS and
their friends were occasionally
shocked - and also rocked with
laughter - at their February
meeting. John Yates,
genealogist with the
Birmingham Register Office,
gave a fantastic introduction to
civil registration and its effects
upon our research. He
illustrated his presentation with
some exceptional examples
taken from among the 17,650
registers of births, marriages
and deaths that their office
holds.
His talk included the original
notice for the introduction of
civil registration –

which would have been
prominently displayed by the
guardians of the poor, on
workhouses, etc. Not that
many could actually read it. He
also had one of the original

caution notices that each
registrar had to display and
would hopefully have read out
to those who couldn‟t read it.

Up to seven years hard labour,
or fine and transportation is
fairly drastic for a fib on a
registration certificate if found
out! We also heard how some
early registrars increased their
pay by making up birth
entries…don‟t even think of
how you get around that
problem should a fictitious
entry be one you are chasing!
John had also unearthed for
our delight one of the
advertisements placed in the
prominent press of the 1830s
by members of the clergy.
These notices were a backlash
from the established church,
which felt undermined by the
establishment of the Civil
Registration Service as we
know it today. The
advertisements encouraged
disobedience of the law! Have
you ever come across a run of
marriages where there is no
father given for grooms and
brides? There certainly are
many around in the late 1830s
and early 40s, but also a run in
the 1860s and 70s in Burton
Hastings (the NNWFHS
booklet of marriages for the
parish includes these). This
was one of the actions taken by
clergy who disapproved of civil
registration – and just how it
messes up our research!!
John is a family historian who
revels in his job! He sees the
funny side of some of the
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entries we discover on
certificates as he also
appreciates the delicate
matters that can be found, and
occasionally denied by family
historians who want the
“perfect scenario” for their
family tree.
John also enlightened his
audience on the interpretation
of what was written on
certificates. Not only did he
explain some of those pieces of
“stretched” truth, but also how
the wording can show the
stance of the registrar, or in
one example, of the coroner
(who declared as “murdered”
those killed by a WWI bomb
and laid the blame firmly on the
Kaisser). He also made us
aware of what was hidden
particularly in relation to deaths
due to enemy action in WWII.
All present had opportunity to
collect a handout that included
the above illustrations and a
most useful list of changes in
civil registration over the years.
And if you wonder sometimes
why registration office staff are
a “bit short” when you want
help, just conjure with the
thought of Birmingham staff
dealing with those 17,650
volumes of birth, marriage and
death records and issuing as
many as 170 certificates as a
result of around 200 enquiries
each working day.
But those members who live
near enough to attend talks
have to kick themselves for
staying home. This talk was a
super one which enthralled
even our most long-standing
members. Don‟t miss the next
talk – check out the programme
and mark it clearly on your
calendar.
JS
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Nuneaton Hospitals – The
First Hundred Years
By Jennifer Burton & John
Bland

This wonderful book, published in
1994, was thought to be out-ofprint and sold out. In fact one of
your committee had been bidding
on Ebay for a second-hand copy!
By dint of good fortune, NNWFHS
has acquired a small supply and
these are now on sale. It is very
much a case of buy now or miss
out!
In this history of the care of the
sick and injured in Nuneaton, the

authors look specifically at the
town‟s hospitals and their
development from the late 1800s
through to the 1990s; from private
funding through to and including
the National Health Service.
Along the way, we learn that in
WWII the hospital, with the
increased load in caring for the
injured, was heavily in debt.
Mayor Joseph BATES was to
spearhead fund raising that led to
the presentation of some £21,000
to clear the debt and make
provision for the future…then
along came the NHS.
We have references to the
buildings within the town that have
been used as hospitals under
various names, to Bramcote of
course, and also to the hospital in
Grendon. The book includes
hospitals in the immediate area
that were linked. I was quite
surprised to find not only a
mention of St Gerard‟s at Coleshill,
but also a photo taken in the
physio unit, which was much as I
remembered it (it even looks like
Sr Kevin on duty!!). Having been
in Bramcote, George Eliot and St
Gerard‟s at various times I have to
say some of the photographs from
earlier times had changed little by
the time I was a patient!

Co-author Jennifer Burton, herself
an anaesthetist, is a member of
NNWFHS and her interest in
naming faces on the many
photographs may stem from her
genealogical inclinations. Perhaps
you can name more of the faces
included in the 114 pages of this
A4 format book.
The story of the development of
care, the buildings and of those
leading lights involved is told in a
most readable manner.
Photographs include staff,
benefactors, patients and many
more. Nuneaton Hospitals has
something for everyone with family
ties in the Nuneaton area in the
twentieth century and particularly
those who needed the services of
the hospitals; the book is also
important for those with an interest
in the development of hospitals
during the century. But supply is
limited, so get your order in NOW!
Price to members: £ 5.45 and to
non-members £ 5.95 plus postage.
Full details available on the
website, or from Bob Butler (see
page 1). But if you attend an
event or speaker meeting
additional discounts will be
available whilst stocks last. JS

A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY of
BAXTERLEY NORTH
WARWICKSIRE
This book has been years in the making but the
end result was well worth the wait. Edited by
Chris Brett and published by The Baxterley
Heritage Group, the book also features
substantial coverage of surrounding villages.
Produced with an eye to quality this weighty
tome has 176 pages packed with well
researched and documented photographs maps
and illustrations. A must for anyone interested
in this corner of North Warwickshire.
Priced at a very reasonable £12.95 it is
available from bhg@baxterley.com and
www.throckmortonsbookshop.com
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Brick Walls

Sooner or later every
genealogist comes up against
a BRICK WALL. Here are
three examples – firstly Robin
Mowday with a demolished
brick wall, followed by Dr
Carole Eales who is still looking
for a large sledgehammer, and
then Joan Garner Kalin
searching for Isaac Pearson.

A Brick wall
Demolished
By Robin Mowday
The census returns for 1851
show the occupants of 13,
Ladywood Road, Birmingham
as Hannah Gray, married, 33,
Traveller‟s wife, born in
Radford, Warwickshire and her
children, Charles Gray, 2 and
Annie Gray, 2 months, both
born in Birmingham.

in this instance things are much
more interesting than usual,
from a genealogical point of
view, because the father of
Hannah‟s children was a close
friend and confidant of a certain
Mary Ann Evans, late of Griff
House, and soon to become
one of our greatest writers.
It might be heresy to say so,
but I sometimes think
Nuneaton rather overdoes the
George Eliot connection. A
brilliant writer, she more than
deserves her place in the
pantheon of English literature,
but the casual visitor to
Nuneaton could be forgiven for
thinking that she is the sole
reason for the town‟s
existence. Certainly the
borough museum seems to
have done its best to airbrush
out of history the people who
were responsible for the growth
and prosperity of the town - the
entrepreneurs, civic leaders,
churchmen, and not least, the
men, women (and children)
who toiled in Nuneaton‟s pits,
factories, and quarries.
I had bought a copy of Ina
Taylor‟s biography of Eliot, „A
Woman of Contradictions‟,
some time ago but had never

got round to reading it.
However rain had stopped play
in the test match, it was 2 am
and, being firmly locked into
Australian time, I couldn‟t
simply go to sleep. So, while
the mercury plunged outside
and the rain pattered down in
far distant Melbourne, I settled
down and began to read.
Chapter 4 brings us to 1841
and Mary Ann‟s father, Robert
Evans, has taken a house in
Foleshill where he intends to
spend his declining years
looked after by his daughter.
These were not the happiest of
times for Mary Ann but there
were compensations.
Encouraged to socialise by her
father, in the hope it might
produce a husband, she began
to meet much more interesting
people than she ever
encountered in the environs of
Griff.
Amongst these were Charles
and Caroline Bray who lived at
Rosehill House, but a short
walk away. Charles Bray was
an extrovert intellectual who
held unorthodox views and
interests in an astonishingly
wide range of subjects –
philosophy, science, politics,

Except that there is no Mr Gray
and Hannah‟s real name is
Steane and she isn‟t married.
The subterfuge was
understandable and probably
quite common. This was a time
of dreadful hypocrisy and
double standards when a
man‟s extra-marital
„arrangements‟ were met with a
shrug but a woman in the same
position would have been
roundly condemned as the
embodiment of evil and a threat
to all civilised values! However,

Griff House, home of George Eliot
8
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hypnotism, phrenology and
much more. He had inherited a
silk factory but, since he put the
welfare of his workers before
his profits, he made little
money out of it. He later
became the proprietor of the
Coventry Herald which position
he used to further his radical
views on educating the poor.
He was also strikingly
handsome.
The Brays had an
unconventional marriage.
Pushed into a union by their
respective families it had been
a failure from the start but
divorce, which required a
private Act of Parliament, was
not an option, so they had
agreed to what we might call
today „an open marriage‟. They
would live together for
appearances but, otherwise, go
their separate ways:
furthermore they made little
secret of this to their close
friends.
The marriage had brought forth
no children so Charles, with his
wife‟s agreement, began a
liaison with Hannah Steane,
who was cook in the Bray
household and, in 1844, she
gave birth to a daughter, Elinor
Mary, whom the Brays brought
up as their own, with Hannah
acting as nursemaid. Two
years later Hannah produced a
son, named Charles after his
father, but this was too much
for Caroline and Hannah was
dismissed. However, Charles
set her up in her own house as
his mistress (firstly in
Birmingham and latterly in
Coventry) where, in the
ensuing years she gave birth to
four more of his children.
Of course I couldn‟t help
looking up Hannah‟s household
in the various census returns

just to see it in black and white.
All the children seemed to be
thriving and had survived the
dangerous years of childhood.
Then it occurred to me. Five
children surviving into
adulthood would mean
descendants, by now possibly
hundreds of them. What if any
one of those were researching
their family history: when they
got to Charles „Gray‟ they
would face an impenetrable
barrier, a brick wall of the finest
Haunchwood blues!
It took only a few minutes on
the Ancestry website to find
someone with a family tree that
reached back to Charles and
Hannah and, as I had
expected, nothing beyond. With
some trepidation I sent a
message to the owner of the
tree, not knowing if I would be
welcomed with open arms or
told to mind my own business
(an occupational hazard for
busybodies).
Back came a surprisingly
prompt reply from a gentleman
who shall, of course, remain
nameless. Charles and Hannah
Gray were his wife‟s 2 x great
grandparents. A birth certificate
for one of their children had
revealed Hannah‟s real name
and the truth about her marital
status but of Charles nothing
was known – a complete blank.
I immediately told them what I
had read and my news was
greeted with amazement and
joy. The lady, I was told, was
„tickled pink‟ to have such an
interesting ancestor and, of
course, they could now move
on beyond what had seemed
an immoveable obstacle. They
also immediately ordered a
copy of the book!
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So I had done my good deed
and hopefully this article may
lead to others discovering that
they too have a fascinating
ancestor where previously they
had only a frustrating
roadblock.
What can we learn from all this
(apart from what I wonderful
bloke I am)?
Firstly, never give up hope;
when you think all available
avenues have been explored
something can turn up out of
the blue. Secondly don‟t be
restricted to the usual sources
we are all familiar with; try to
think laterally about other
possible routes.
Lastly though there is this.
During our exchange of e-mails
I was told that the lady‟s
grandmother had always
insisted that there had been a
family connection with George
Eliot but this had been
dismissed as a fanciful notion,
wishful thinking, after all who
wouldn‟t want an ancestor who
was a close friend of such an
illustrious person?
So, when you hear those tales
that all families have („your
Uncle Charlie knew Mrs
Simpson‟), be sceptical by all
means but don‟t dismiss them
out of hand. Some of them
contain a kernel of truth that
may add colour to an otherwise
dull ancestor and some might,
just might, light up a dark
corner of your family history
like a flash of lightning!
Springtime in the Bronx
Spring is sprung,
the grass is riz,
I wonder where the boidies is.
They say the boid is on the wing.
But that's absoid.
The wing is on the boid.
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The Elusive William
Chamberlain of
Bedworth, c1811.
By Dr Carole A. Eales
As a small child, born towards
the end of the last war, I
remember many occasions
when my father would throw
the phrase “Peace in our time”
at my mother, in jest, mocking
her alleged ancestry. It made
no sense to me then, but
eventually the family joke was
clarified; my mother‟s family
were supposedly related to that
of Neville Chamberlain.
Certainly my Chamberlain
grandfather was a
döppelganger for Neville, but
that is most likely pure coincidence. The family „myth‟ of
our grand connections has
been transported around the
globe, and is oft repeated;
whilst Neville Chamberlain is
perhaps not the most desired
of relations, it was nevertheless
intriguing.
It would appear that whilst most
of my Chamberlain relations
rarely managed to get their
heads above the bread-line, my
grandfather‟s younger sister,
Louisa Catherine was fortunate
enough to marry into the
Welton family of Weston under
Weatherly, a successful,
extended family of Master
butchers. Success in the
family business meant that
Louisa had sufficient money to
spare to engage a professional
genealogist to trace the family
origins. How, when or where
this research was undertaken
is unknown, but I suspect that
Louisa might have been ripe for
plucking, since somehow a link
to the Chamberlains of
Birmingham was established
despite there being no gap in

their family tree from which to
hang „our‟ line.
My maternal grandfather,
Frederick James Chamberlain,
was born in 1879, in
Bottesford, Lincolnshire, the
sixth child of William
Chamberlain and Louisa
[Martin]. William and Louisa
were married in Foleshill in
1865; they were both silk
ribbon weavers, but as their
family increased in size,
William looked for work in
Bradford as a warp dresser,
before joining the railways, as a
signalman. Children were
therefore born in Foleshill, and
subsequently in Bradford,
Codnor Park, and Bottesford.
Great grandfather William
Chamberlain was born in
Bedworth in 1846, son of
William Chamberlain, a
weaver, and Martha [Brown].
He appears to have returned to
Foleshill during the 1890‟s,
although surprisingly, he can
be found in 1911, running a fish
& chip shop in Oldham,
Lancashire. At sometime
thereafter, he returned to
Warwickshire, to live the rest of
his life in the village of Pailton;
his wife Louisa [Martin] was
buried from there during the
influenza outbreak in 1917, and
he joined her in 1936, days
short of his 90th birthday.
Despite the fact that William
Chamberlain lived for almost
90 years, mostly surrounded by
his close family, no information
has survived regarding his
ancestry. Looking into his
roots has therefore brought
many surprises and several
frustrations.
Initial researches into the life of
William Chamberlain, father of
the above William, were
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straight forward; he was
married after Banns, at St.
Michael & All Angels Church,
Coventry on 07.08.1845. His
father was stated to be John
Chamberlain, a labourer.
Since subsequent Census
returns confirmed William‟s
birth in Bedworth, c1811, a
search for him and his family in
Bedworth began. The only
positive fact found was that
John Chamberlain was buried
at All Saints Church, Bedworth
on 08.10.1820, aged 44 years.
If only he had survived until
1821, the Bedworth Census
might have given more clues
as to his origins !
Following a long, slow process
of elimination, it is almost
certainly true that John
Chamberlain had been married
to Ann, the third daughter of
John White and Elizabeth
[Spurrit] of Bedworth, although
to date, no evidence of this
marriage has ever been found.
By 1821, she was a widow, and
can be identified living in the
household of her father,
together with the young William
and his three siblings.
Following the 1821 Census,
William disappeared from
Bedworth, until 1845 when he
married Martha Brown in
Coventry.
A chance remark, that William
Chamberlain had inscribed his
name and the annotation
“Gibraltar, 1837” in his sister
Hannah‟s bible, in Australia,
looked worthy of investigation.
Gibraltar suggested a military
career; a prolonged search of
records at Kew confirmed his
enlistment into the Durham
Light Infantry, at Coventry, in
1826, the year co-incidently
during which his mother remarried with one Joseph
Farndon of Exhall.
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William Chamberlain‟s career,
following enlistment, was
global. He found himself in
Kingston [Ontario], Niagara,
Montreal, Fermoy [Eire],
Durham, Edinburgh, Gibraltar,
Jamaica, and finally, back in
Dégele, Canada. In 1831, he
was in Durham employed as a
Recruiting Officer at Barnard
Castle. His time at Edinburgh
Castle is intriguing, since he
was promoted to Corporal in
April 1834, then Sergeant in
July 1834, but swiftly demoted
back to Private within a month;
sadly there are no records as
to why. In August 1842, whilst
in Canada, he took his
discharge and six months‟ pay,
and disappeared again, until he
re-surfaced back in Coventry,
in 1845. How and when he met
his wife Martha Brown of
Bedworth, is still unclear.
At every stage in his life, when
an age is given or a birth year
indicated, consistently, William
Chamberlain was born, in
Bedworth, in 1811. Here is the
„brick wall‟ which has stood
now since 1983, and still
remains resolute in blocking
further progress.
There is so much known about
the Chamberlain family in
Bedworth post 1811; his
brother, Thomas [1815] was
transported to Van Diemens
Land, Australia for 10 years,
having been convicted of
“killing a sheep with intent to
steal”, in 1844. Incidentally, he
managed to find his way back
to Bedworth sometime after
September 1851, only to find
his wife Martha [Randle] had
found comfort during his
absence, and had produced
two additional daughters,
Susannah and Lucy. William‟s
sister Hannah [1821] married

Thomas Tyler and produced a
daughter, Elizabeth, who,
following her mother‟s death
and father‟s subsequent remarriage, emigrated to
Framlington, Victoria, Australia,
carrying with her her mother‟s
bible, and William
Chamberlain‟s signature.
There are some tantalising
pieces of evidence of the pre
1811 period, but nothing strong
enough to knock down this
solid „brick wall‟. On
04.12.1816 a Removal Order
was sought
“Upon the Complaint of the
Church-wardens and
Overseers of the Poor of the
Parish of Birmingham,
aforesaid, in the said County
of Warwick.... that Thomas
Chamberlain, Elizabeth his
wife, and their four children,
namely Thomas aged
thirteen years, John aged
eight, Elizabeth four and
Eliza upwards of a year old...
we do adjudge that the
lawful Settlement of them..
is in the said Parish of
Bedworth in the said County
of Warwick.”
This Thomas Chamberlain,
living at "Brickiln Street near
the top", Birmingham [St.
Philip], was baptised at St.
Philip, Birmingham on
24.01.1777, son of John
Chamberlain and Mary [Baran].
How and when his lawful place
of Settlement became
Bedworth is unclear, but
certainly, this is the only
confirmed link between the
Chamberlain family of
Bedworth before the beginning
of new Church registers in
1813.
Thomas, the youngest child of
this family had an elder brother
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John, baptised at St. Martin,
Birmingham on 26.04.1771; the
John Chamberlain buried in
Bedworth was supposedly born
c1775, is there a connection ?
Both Chamberlain brothers,
Thomas and John, were
married to Boden sisters;
Elizabeth and Eleanor,
daughters of Thomas Boden
and Eleanor [Goodwin] of St.
Matthew‟s, Walsall,
Staffordshire.
Whilst tenuous, to say the
least, there is a connection
here between Birmingham and
Bedworth. If only a death could
be found for Eleanor Boden
and a subsequent marriage of
John to Ann White !! Since
John Chamberlain, buried in
Bedworth, was at least thirteen
years older than his wife Ann
[White], it is reasonable to
assume he was married
previously, before arriving in
Bedworth. Any trace of William
Chamberlain prior to 1821
would also be a bonus.
A second Removal Order for a
John Chamberlain to be sent
back to Bedworth, his legal
place of Settlement, dated
29.06.1829, appears not to
have been enforced, due him
being “unable to travel, by
reason of illness.” The Order is
countersigned by Thomas
Chamberlain who states “Ann
Dingley‟s Order was Torn up in
my presence”. Whilst it is not
clear who these individuals
were, the link between
Birmingham and Bedworth
remains.
I would be delighted to hear
from anyone with a
sledgehammer willing and able
to attack this „brick wall‟.
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New York to Fillongley
By Joan Garner Kaline
January 2011
Although I have been a
resident of New York for the
last 50 years I promised myself
that one day I would seriously
research my family history.
I was born in England and it
appears that most of my
ancestors were too. Frequent
trips home were not practical
so I sat myself down at a
computer in the USA and found
the web site of the Family
History Center in Salt Lake
City.
At first progress was very slow
while I was learning to
manoeuvre around their web
site, but after a few successful
attempts the excitement level
increased and the bug had well
and truly bitten.
I was fortunate enough to
spend 2 days – I could have
spent 2 months- in Salt Lake
City. The Family History Center
is a wonderful place for the
genealogist. The staff are very
helpful and the amount of
information available is
enormous and easy to access.
For those of you have not
experienced the Family History
Library there is an entire floor
for UK records and books. It is
a very quiet atmosphere for
most people are staring very
intently at computer screens.
From time to time one can hear
a sudden burst of exhilaration
from a patron, “Yes!”, “Found
him!”, “Got her!”, the
culmination after long hours of
searching.

Some years ago while I was
surfing the web I came across
someone who was looking for
anyone who was interested in
Pearson, Garner or Evans
families. “Aha” thought I, for I
am a Garner and both Pearson
and Evans appear in my family
tree.
That message was from Peter
Lee – has anyone heard of
him? I am, of course, only
joking. That was indeed a very
fortunate day for me. I
responded and Peter put me in
touch with Jacqui Simkins, an
even more fortunate day.
Jacqui has given me a wealth
of information, guidance and
encouragement for which I will
be eternally grateful. Many
thanks to Peter and NNWFHS.
It was initially my father, Robert
Garner, who introduced me to
family history. He told me that
George Eliot was a cousin . I
wanted to show proof to my
own children of exactly how
Mary Ann Evans fit into our
family tree.
It appears that Isaac
Pearson/Pierson who married
Ann Baker in 1769 in Fillongley
was the father of my great,
great grandmother Ann
Pearson, born 1773 in Arley,
and also father of George
Eliot‟s mother, Christiana
Pearson who married Robert
Evans in 1813 in Astley.
Proof was found thanks to
microfilms of Fillongley and
Arley parish records obtained
from Salt Lake City. Ann
Pearson married George
Garner from Corley in 1801
and my Garner ancestors were
off and running largely in the
Fillongley, Astley area.
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After obtaining piles of records
tracing the family down to the
present day I wanted to know
more about the lifestyles and
personalities of the people I
have descended from. George
Eliot provided some clues in
“Mill on the Floss” and
according to some literary
critics modelled some of her
characters on her aunt and
uncles, not always flatteringly.
However, such is life. Mr Dean
may have been very like my
great, great grandfather.
A truly moving experience was
actually walking in some of
their footsteps. Jacqui Simkins
and I really got to know each
other and become friends over
the internet and, brave and
generous lady that she is,
invited me to spend some time
with her while I was visiting my
sister in Hertfordshire. I cannot
thank her enough for the time
she spent accessing records
from the Lichfield Record Office
for me to view and touch, and
the miles she drove me to find
the graves of many Pearson
and Garner ancestors and
family members.
In spite of the day we spent
searching in the Fillongley
churchyard being windy, wet
and cold I felt a definite
connection to them as I did in
Astley. I was also amazed to
stop and gaze at the school
house in Astley where my
Great grandmother, Mary
Haynes Burton Shirley, taught
for 30 years and retired from
there in 1918.
We saw Sole End Farm in
Astley where I suspect the
Garners had lived and worked
in the 1800s, although I do not
have proof as yet. I do know
that they lived in Sole End. We
also visited the graves of
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George Eliot‟s parents in
Nuneaton.
I guess all genealogists hit a
brick wall from time to time . I
am no exception for I know that
my ggg grandfather Isaac
Pearson was born about 1744
but as yet I have been unable
to find where. According to
various records I know he had
a sister Mary who married a
Thomas Hall and their father,
also Isaac Pearson, owned
land in Leicestershire, but at
present the whereabouts of my
Isaac‟s birth remains a
mystery. The search
continues.
Once again, my everlasting
gratitude to Jacqui and her
family for hosting, so
generously, a genealogycrazed woman from New York.
Robin Mowday referred to
‘Haunchwood blues’ in his article
so to continue our ‘brick’ theme
here is a piece about Haunchwood
No. 3 Brickyard.
Ed.

Haunchwood No. 3
Brickyard
By Peter Lee
This photo came from
Haunchwood Brick & Tile‟s
photo album and shows their
number three yard sometime in
the 1920‟s. It is packed with
detail. The brickyard once
stood in Bermuda Road and is
now covered by a modern
industrial estate. The road that
makes a right angle in the
middle of the picture is
Bermuda Road. The photo
looks to have been re-touched
but this has been very well
done and gives better clarity to
some of the features. The
railway line at the top is the old

Griff branch of the L.M.S.,
which connected to various
industrial sidings along its short
length. A steam loco is resting
between duties on the left hand
side of the photo, and appears
to be alongside a line side
cabin, which might be an
engineman‟s bothy where they
could stop to brew a can of tea.
I dare say shunting the sidings
on the Griff branch was a
leisurely affair accompanied by
many mugs of tea from chipped
enamel mugs, and maybe even
a fry up on the shovel. The Griff
branch shunt was in the “old
man‟s link”. This was the
railway equivalent of a 9-5 job
which was no good for young
men with expensive girlfriends,
young families and mortgages,
who needed to work all hours
that were possible on long haul
jobs, but alright for old timers
whose big expenses were over
and they were eking out their
last years in the “old man‟s
link”. The lines of coal wagons
are in Griff nr. 4 colliery sidings.
The colliery buildings are out of
the picture top right. Griff nr. 4
colliery dated back to 1851 and
closed in 1960. Some of the
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coal from here went to
Cadbury‟s in Birmingham for
chocolate manufacture,* a lot
went to the many boiler houses
and power stations locally and
to coal merchants throughout
the south of England. The
Haunchwood Brick & Tile
Company was a massive
undertaking employing many
hands. They had three yards.
Nr 1 yard at Whittleford, Nr. 2
yard on Heath End Road and
this one. Although
Haunchwood as a company
made a huge portfolio of
different clay products, this
yard was dedicated to salt
glazed drainage pipes and
chimney pots. Most of
Haunchwood‟s products for
distant customers were
shipped out by rail in sturdy
wooden crates packed with
straw in railway company
wagons. If they got broken in
main line railway company
wagons the railway had to
compensate Haunchwood, but
if they had their own dedicated
fleet of wagons, the brick
company took the risk. Nrs. 2
and 3 yards borrowed Griff
Collieries shunting engine for
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positioning the wagons in the
sidings, although at Whittleford
they had their own engines.
Nr. 3 yard led a largely
uneventful life until it closed
down in 1965 It stood derelict
for another three years, a

Help wanted

paradise for naughty school
boys. It was demolished in
1969. On the opposite side of
Bermuda Road was an old
farmhouse, which was pulled
down in the 1970‟s. A rope
worked wagon way led off to an
open clay pit at the bottom of

the picture, which was later
filled in with rubbish from the
City of Coventry.

* I didn’t know they made
chocolate out of coal. Ed

Nuneaton Blitz

If anyone can remember the Nuneaton Blitz and is willing to talk about it please contact Carol
Hughes by telephone – number 07966 819427. This is for an exhibition to be staged at
Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre in May 2011 to coincide with the anniversary.
Also
If any members have photographs, memorabilia, documents, diaries or memories relating to the
blitz, or can recall stories about it told by other family members please get in touch with the editor.
We would like to get a NNWFHS Nuneaton Blitz display together and we need your help!

Josiah Buckler – a
poet from
Stockingford
I received an email from Christine
Nossiter in Australia regarding
Josiah Buckler I thought your society may be
interested in a poem I found
handwritten to his sister Ellen in
a book, Poems from the
Countryside by Josiah Buckler. I
have been researching this man
from online sources so that this
text means more for me. The
book belonged to my
grandmother.
My efforts to contact his
descendants have failed ... a pity
not to share this with
Warwickshire people!
Intrigued, I asked Christine for more
details of the Buckler family. Her
reply is on the next page.
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My research on the Bucklers is
isolated to the census records
thru ancestry.com. Josiah, b.
1852 at Stockingford, (son of
Robert and Maria Buckler) was
a butcher in Abbey Road
Nuneaton and with his wife,
Mary nee Allender (b. Blaina
Wales) had many children
(Mary, Samuel, Ada, Marion,
Etta, Josiah, John etc).
I found the autobiography of
eldest child, Mary Buckler, on
the Internet (put together by a
Bryan Heath) and it certainly
details life in Nuneaton in the
late 19th - 20th C. Perhaps this
text is already in your records.
It is a lovely read and helps an
Aussie understand English life
way back then.
Ellen Buckler (Josiah's sister)
was born 1855, also at
Stockingford and married
Benjamin Wilkinson (a coal
miner)in 1881 (the wedding
being the subject of another
Josiah poem). This couple
arrived in Australia about 1888
with a child Robert Bertram, b

Nuneaton 1882. Ben died
1902, and Ellen 1934.
Gradually, I have discovered
the connection with my copy of
the poetry book - its original
owner was obviously Ellen,
who no doubt brought the book
to Australia with her. The book
ended up in the hands of a
Mary Maddocks, the Welsh
niece of Mary and Josiah
Buckler, who in 1930 lived
close by the Wilkinsons in a
small mining village of Paxton
in the Hunter Valley.
I could imagine that the family
relationship between the
Maddocks and Wilkinsons was
close and possibly on the death
of Ellen, Mary inherited the
poetry book.
Mary Maddocks and her
husband, David, moved to the
Belmont (NSW) area in the
early 30's and somehow
became a friend of my
grandmother - coal mining
husbands at the same colliery
and a small community was the

catalyst. I suppose when Mary
died in1955, my grandmother
acquired the book.
Bear with me as I know I have
made a few assumptions here
on how the book belonged to
several people!!
I hope that you can follow this
explanation. It certainly creates
a lovely story about the hands
which have held this little text
and the distance it has
travelled. I am even more
appreciative of the text now
that I know a history of it. I
certainly would like photos now
of the people and places but
that is another area of
research!!
Christine Nossiter.
Does anyone have an interest
in, or know about, this
particular family? If you have
any information, and in
particular any photographs
please let me know. Ed.

WATTS of Bulkington
Does any member have connections to John WATTS whose burial is recorded at Bulkington on 29 December
1844? John was described as being aged 80. What is most interesting – and this is what makes transcribing
burial registers so worthwhile – is the note added by Revd. W.G. Parker who wrote:
“Greenwich out pensioner and served in the great action under Richard Earl Howe 1 June 1794 against the
French”.
The Glorious First of June 1794 saw the British navy in battle against the French as part of the French
Revolutionary Wars – and both sides claimed success that day! Richard Howe was Admiral of the Fleet – he
was the first Earl Howe – and made some unexpected manoeuvres that day, but both sides took a battering a
result of which was that grain carrying ships got through the blockade to dock in France.
Would a member like to tell us more of the escapades of John Watts? Was he the 75-year-old ribbon weaver at
Church Street, Bulkington in 1841, there shown as born in Warwickshire? Was he a native of the Bulkington
area? What took him into the navy? How far did his travels take him? Was he involved with any of the other
action associated with Richard Howe?
Do please let your editor know!
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Till Divorce Us Do Part
By Jacqui Simkins
Marginalia or extra detail
discovered while transcribing
registers often distracts me
from the task in hand. One
instance involved a marriage in
1883 at Curdworth where the
bride, Elizabeth CREED, was
described as a spinster and
“divorced wife of Frederick
William FELLOWS”. I wondered
if this carefully worded record
was to cover the action of an
officiating minister marrying a
woman whom he wasn‟t too
sure was free to marry.
However, a quick hunt in the
census scuppered that thought.
The unravelled story of
Elizabeth goes something like
this…
Elizabeth CREED was baptised
at St Martin, Birmingham in
January 1848 having been
born on New Year‟s Eve. Her
parents were Thomas & Emma
CREED. On the 1851 and 1861
censuses, Elizabeth is with her
parents at Ashted Row, Aston
near Birmingham when her
father is an innkeeper, and
later a maltster and publican;
she seems to be their only
living child.
In 1867 William FELLOWES
applied for a licence to marry
Elizabeth CREED said to be
living in Ashted Row,
Birmingham. Elizabeth was
under age (as was William –
his birth is registered in the
September quarter of 1846 at
Penkridge, with baptism at
Cannock on 12th July the same
year). William gave assurance
to the surrogate issuing the
licence that she had her

father‟s permission to marry.
My suspicion is that she did not
have parental permission – if
she had, why did she marry at
St Matthew, Walsall and not
her local church? She was
pregnant: her son was born
seven-and-a-half months later.
The extant marriage bond is
available at Lichfield Record
Office. She may have been
regarded as a “good catch”,
being the only daughter of a
busy victualler and from a
maternal line of successful
Birmingham victuallers. The
marriage took place on 25th
April on which occasion William
FELLOWES termed himself
schoolmaster of Blue Lane,
Walsall while Elizabeth was
simply “of Birmingham”.
Witnesses were Sarah Ann
JACKSON and H. ARCHER. The
copy marriage certificate shows
Edward FELLOWES, farmer and
Thomas CREED, victualler, as
the respective fathers.
Three years later Elizabeth is
on the 1871 census with her
parents at Aston near
Birmingham, accompanied by
her two young children – she is
shown as married, though her
husband is not present.
Nothing particularly unusual –
many a daughter went back to
visit parents and was in
residence on census night.
However, in 1881 she is still
with her parents, but is now
shown with “divorced” carefully
squashed into the box where
we normally see married,
unmarried or widowed – by
now the family had moved to
Minworth which was then part
of the ecclesiastical parish of
Curdworth. Her children are
away at schools in
Bromsgrove, so someone was
paying for their education.
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It was in 1857 that the
Matrimonial Causes Act
changed divorce from
ecclesiastical jurisdiction to civil
law, enabling legal separation
without an Act of Parliament
and thus making it accessible
for more ordinary souls, like
Elizabeth. In the final year of
ecclesiastical jurisdiction there
were only three divorces
granted, but the rise to three
hundred in the first year of civil
jurisdiction caused
considerable concern. Much
credit has been extended to Sir
Cresswell Cresswell for his
early work in the divorce courts
that paved the way for modern
family law.
However, divorce was still an
expensive business requiring
presentation of evidence in a
form acceptable to the court
and sworn under oath before a
Commissioner, employment of
legal representatives and
provision of proof. How did
Elizabeth afford this? By 1881
her father, Thomas CREED, was
a “maltster and farmer” though
farming was heading into a
period of considerable
depression. Thomas had
started life as an agricultural
labourer in the hamlet of
Dunfield, parish of Kempsford
in Gloucestershire. The life of
an ag lab was poor and many
young men moved to the
burgeoning towns in search of
employment in the industrial
factories; young Thomas
seems to have landed in
Birmingham soon after 1841
and married Emma, the
daughter of victualler John
ASPINALL, in 1845 - perhaps
that led him into the trade on
his way to becoming a maltster
and farmer.
The index to divorces is
available on the website of The
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National Archives – well
hidden, but there. It includes
an item in 1871 for FELLOWES v
FELLOWES. Without further
detail you cannot be sure it is
the couple you are seeking, but
FELLOWS – with or without the
second “e” - is a less common
surname than some. It was a
wife‟s petition. At this period,
Elizabeth would have to prove
adultery and cruelty – a man
only had to claim adultery – so
it superficially seemed
Elizabeth was the aggrieved
party. I was rather taken aback
at the size of quote from TNA
for copying a fully referenced
item. Thank goodness a fellow
NNWFHS committee member
recommended a researcher
through whom I obtained
photocopies of the seventeen
pages for a much more
affordable sum!
While waiting for the divorce
papers, a little searching
discovered a notice in the
Gazette for a William FELLOWS
of Cannock, schoolmaster,
filing for bankruptcy and the
notice was dated 17th June
1872. Was this the same
man? There certainly was a
14-year old National School
Teacher living with parents
Edward & Dorothy FELLOWS at
Cannock in 1861 – Edward
was shown in various censuses
as agricultural labourer, farmer
[remember that marriage detail
– it seemed to match] and
occasionally also as cattle
dealer. However, I could not
find this particular William on
later censuses as
schoolteacher or schoolmaster.
He was certainly with his
parents in 1871, shown as
married but with no wife
present; and in 1881 he is
“unmarried” but still with
parents and no hint of him
teaching. At no point is he

shown as Frederick William as
Elizabeth termed him in 1883!
It took some serious census
bashing to unravel him later –
he acquired a “wife” Hannah
who seems to be born in
Lichfield, and several children
born in various parts of
Staffordshire and London (one,
incidentally, called Dorothy)
before he lands back in
Staffordshire as a colliery
timekeeper. I was not
convinced I had the right
Frederick William FELLOWS
“schoolmaster” – or had I?
What happened to the first
name “Frederick” as given by
Elizabeth in 1883?
The divorce papers duly
arrived. After studying them I
can only say Elizabeth was a
woman of considerable
resilience – and the case also
hinted as to why she had not
remarried for over a decade
after her divorce was granted.
Elizabeth employed the
services of Messrs Newman &
Co of 75 Cornhill, Birmingham;
William – yes, he is William
throughout the documents employed Messrs Sharp &
Ullethorne of 1 Field Court,
Gray‟s Inn, London. William
was still “FELLOWES” with an
“e”; perhaps he felt it made him
more important – though his
father is in all records seen so
far as FELLOWS.
As mentioned above, a woman
had to prove cruelty in addition
to adultery when filing for
divorce. Let‟s deal with
Elizabeth‟s evidence – she
signs the oath with a neat and
seemingly educated hand.
She confirms that from 1867 to
1871 she and William had lived
together at three separate
addresses all in Birmingham
[even deeper concern for why
they married at Walsall and
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whether William‟s address was
an accommodation “nicety”],
and gives the dates on which
her children were born –
William on 2nd December 1867
and Emma on 6th September
1869. She starts her evidence
explaining that her husband
was “a man of very passionate
temper and that ever since the
said marriage, he has
habitually used abusive and
insulting and foul language” to
her and “frequently threatened
her with personal violence”. He
had pushed her about and
ordered her from the house; he
had got up in the night and
gone out; and he had shaken
her “with great violence”.
Elizabeth gives instances of
him abusing her in the homes
of relatives and in their
presence. He turned her out
into the street at night. This is
still in 1867 – remember she
gave birth in December that
year, one has to marvel that
she never miscarried.
Things deteriorated: he struck
her when she defended her
month-old child and the
following month, he threw her
out into the back yard
threatening to kill her. As the
year rolled on, there are regular
occurrences of violence to
Elizabeth, and repeated
locking-out. Each incident is
recorded in the petition details
and it makes thought-provoking
reading. You have to
remember that in this period a
married woman was a chattel
of the husband with little by
way of rights. He evicts
Elizabeth, refusing to allow her
to take anything with her, in
June of 1869 when she would
be six-months pregnant.
Apparently he promises to
amend his ways and she
returns in November the
following year – there is no
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suggestion that she spent this
period with her parents. It is on
her return to cohabit with
William that you realise that the
man has no respect for his wife
– and perhaps not for any
woman:
“That at the time when
your Petitioner resumed
cohabitation with the said
William Fellows in
November 1870 or shortly
afterwards the said
William Fellows wilfully or
recklessly infected her
with a venereal disease
and that the said William
Fellows aggravated her
illness by refusing to
allow her to consult a
surgeon. That your
Petitioner became very
unwell and at last did
consult a Surgeon and
the said William Fellows
was thereupon very angry
with her and threw away
the medicine which the
Surgeon had prescribed
for her and prevented her
from taking the proper
remedies for the
aforesaid disease.”
It was during 1870 that
William‟s adultery is cited with
Georgina BODINGTON “on
numerous occasions” at 13
Smith Street, Birmingham [this
is one of the addresses where
Elizabeth shared a home with
William] and also at the
Clarendon Hotel in
Birmingham. In addition,
William had an unknown
female acquaintance from
whom he is said to have
contracted venereal disease.
The CREED family would surely
have been horrified that their
daughter had contracted a
venereal disease – syphilis or
gonorrhea being the most likely

- to which considerable stigma
was then attached. This was in
the 1864-1886 period with the
Contagious Diseases Act in
operation when women,
especially prostitutes, were
regarded as the main cause of
the spread of venereal
diseases. During the Victorian
period, medications for
venereal diseases were
primitive and the stigma
associated with the diseases
meant there was little research
by trained medical practitioners
– quack cures were many.
Mercury - poisonous and not
particularly effective – was the
most likely treatment but herbal
remedies and washes including
sulphate, copper, zinc,
potassium permanganate,
boracic or tannic acid, or
glycerin, were all in use by the
end of the nineteenth century.
If the disease did not cause
obvious external symptoms,
then the treatment likely did.
During the latter weeks of her
cohabitation with William,
Elizabeth appears to have had
a servant sleeping with her for
her protection; William removes
her, too. He continued to treat
Elizabeth with “abusive and
threatening language” until
January 1871 when he ordered
her to leave and she “was
removed to her father‟s house”;
the wording suggesting she
was now too ill to remove
herself. He then removed or
sold the household goods.
In Elizabeth‟s petition twentysix paragraphs itemised
separate incidents of abuse or
cruelty, plus the adultery. She
requested custody of the
children and filed for dissolution
of the marriage on 8th August
1871. William did not defend
the case so there are no sworn
statements for us to hear his
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side of the story. The court
found in favour of Elizabeth,
with her to have custody of the
two children, and all costs
awarded against William. The
decree was granted on 12th
June 1872 and the decree nisi
confirmed on 17th December.
Note the June date of the
decree – just a few days before
William files for bankruptcy.
My cynical mind suggests he
files for bankruptcy to avoid
paying costs!
Elizabeth‟s family undoubtedly
helped her financially as both
her children boarded at
Worcestershire schools for a
time. It was the financial
aspect of the case, and
curiosity about Elizabeth‟s
ability to proceed, that led me
to investigate the probates for
some of the men mentioned
above. The National Probate
Index (post-1858) is available
for scrutiny and although it
gives no information about
beneficiaries, the value of
estates is given. Elizabeth‟s
grandfather, John ASPINALL,
had been a Birmingham
victualler who, by 1861, had
retired to Balsall Heath in the
parish of Kings Norton. He
died in 1865 and his probate is
under £1,000 and resworn in
1869 as under £2,000 (perhaps
from £50,000-£80,000 in
today‟s money) so he had
sufficient for his needs in his
retirement - he divided his
estate amongst his nine
children. I then looked at
Edward FELLOWS who had
been variously agricultural
labourer, farmer of 20 acres
and cattle dealer – his probate
in 1885 was for a princely £30
15s – about £1,500 today - this
figure perhaps reflecting his
son‟s earlier bankruptcy filed
while William was living with his
parents. Tellingly, Edward‟s
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will (copy at Lichfield Record
Office) makes no mention of
his son William or William‟s
various offspring though it does
name his surviving daughter as
one of the executors, and also
names the children of his
daughter Matilda. Finally, I felt
that Thomas CREED, from his
humble beginnings as an ag
lab, would not have been
particularly wealthy. Imagine
my surprise to find his 1882
probate was for £4,991 (around
£241,000 today) with probate
granted to his widow Emma
who was the sole executrix.
This led me to check the 1873
Return of Owners of Land,
which lists Thomas owning 55
acres in Minworth. Thomas, if
he had so wished, certainly had
sufficient funds to have paid for
daughter Elizabeth‟s divorce
and ensured his two
grandchildren received a
private education. Victualling
and malting must have paid
well!
It was 1883, the year following
her father‟s death, when
Elizabeth remarried to Charles
THORNTON, a local farmer. Had
her father‟s death left her wellto-do, or was the money all in
her mother‟s hands? Or did
she remarry to have a man
available to run the 55-acre
farm? I do hope that in Charles
she found a soul mate and
enjoyed life. She died on 6th
May 1910, aged 62.
Elizabeth‟s daughter, Emma
Creed FELLOWS, married Edwin
KEELING at Curdworth in 1896.
Emma named her father as
“Frederick William FELLOWS,
schoolmaster” just as her
mother described him thirteen
years earlier. I contend there
was likely to have been no
contact with William following
that 1871 removal of Elizabeth,
so he continued as

“schoolmaster” to them. Where
„Frederick‟ came from is
unresolved; did Elizabeth add it
as a smoke screen to distance
herself, her children and
grandchildren from the real
William FELLOWS?

assistance with additional information
and resources.

If you come across a divorce in
your family, it is well worth
obtaining a copy of the filed
papers – they can be extremely
detailed. There is a 100-year
closure on these documents
and I believe some of the more
modern ones have been
“thinned”. However, those of
the later 1800s and early 1900s
should be available and you
may find all sorts of incidents
detailed and people named.

Lost in the census!

Marriage may have been “‟Til
death us do part” but one has
to be thankful that divorce
came available for women like
Elizabeth. Fortunately,
Elizabeth could be removed to
her parents‟ home and regain
her health and a life for herself
and her two young children –
not all women would be so
fortunate.
The divorces index is at
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/rec
ords/looking-for-person/divorce.htm
and you need to have the names of
petitioner and respondent along with
an idea of the year to start your
search.
The National Probate Index is
available online and at various
repositories.
Post-1858 Staffordshire copy wills
accessed at Lichfield Record Office,
as was the marriage bond.
For a quote for any research at TNA
do try private researcher Susan
Leggett, 47 Wolsey Close, Hounslow
TW3 2PJ Email: sue@susanleggett.bbmax.co.uk
I am indebted to Hilary Hodgkins, Gus
Tysoe and Dr Carole Eales for their
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Value of probate estates calculated in
today‟s values via the calculator on the
TNA website.
JS

---ooOoo---

At a recent help desk I was
trying to enthuse a newcomer
to family history by bringing up
her forebear on the 1901
census to show her the family
group and explain how the
census can be manipulated to
help her research. Her
forebear had to be there, he
was born in 1895 as Edgar
Samuel JEREMIAH, and he
later married with that
combination. Could I find
him…NO! I did find his WWI
medal card so the enquirer
wasn‟t totally empty handed.
When you cannot find an
individual on the census, you
tend to assume it is poor
transcription indexing. When I
got back home I tried Ancestry,
The Genealogist and
FindMyPast. I even I tried
hunting manually through the
raft of JEREMIAH
families…there was no Edgar
that tallied. I then asked a
favour of one of our committee
who has the 1911 census. My
theory was that if I could find
Edgar Samuel in a family group
in 1911, I might be able to find
them in 1901 using the
marvellous facility which The
Genealogist offers: “family
forenames” allows you to put in
a group of given names without
surname and then filter the
results for a particular census
year till you hopefully find the
missing group. For it to be
effective you do need a family
with some less-common given
names.

NNWFHS JOURNAL April 2011

The 1911 household was
poorly written –

- and, unfortunately Edgar was
just Edgar, though of the
correct age. By using the
combination of Samuel,
Thomas, Maggie, Edgar, Maud
the result was nil. Maud had
been A.Maud in 1911, so I
removed her name. Nothing.
Then I decided to remove

Maggie despite her having
married as Maggie. Eureka!

The plot thickens because no
way could JEREMIAH be
mistaken for MORGAN when
the enumerator was copying up
his census book. I am
guessing that the enumerator
asked for the names and ages
when he called at the house,
and wrote them down BUT
used MORGAN as he knew the

wife had been a member of
that family before her marriage
– he also “tidied” her name
from Maggie to Margaret! Well,
that is a logical explanation! It
certainly wasn‟t that the family
was hiding behind Maggie‟s
maiden name because all the
children had been registered as
JEREMIAH.
After a good few hours bashing
at the censuses, the “missing”
family group was found. The
enquirer really appreciated the
effort and rewarded me with
chocolate!!
JS

Hartshill Methodist Chapel
On Saturday 19th March, the Wesleyan Chapel, Grange Lane, Hartshill opened its doors to celebrate its 175th
Anniversary. See pictures on front and back covers.
The chapel was built in 1836 for the Wesleyan congregation and is still going strong with a vibrant
congregation and now encompasses the Methodists. Church members were present to welcome visitors and
talk about the history and work of the chapel. Since 1836, the chapel has welcomed worshippers; however,
some displays at the chapel suggest that they were not licensed to carry out marriages until 1924. It was very
interesting to see photographs of weddings – including the first one – and the variation in both dress and
flowers carried by the brides. The chapel did not have a burial ground; it did have a schoolroom.
My visit was in glorious spring sunshine, which brought wonderful brightness into the chapel. However, the
building had a most warm and welcoming “feel” – which was similarly commented on by others present; a
change from that shiver or raising-of-hair at back of the neck that can occur in some places.
It is only on these special events that we have opportunity to make informal visits to the places where our
forebears worshipped. If you see an event on at a church frequented by your forebears, do take the
opportunity to make a visit.
If you are aware of any of the churches or chapels in north Warwickshire having an open day or flower festival,
perhaps you can let our webmaster know the details? If organisers of church events would like a family history
display, do please contact NNWFHS and we will endeavour to help.

Visiting Archives?
In the current economic climate archives everywhere are under as much pressure
as everyone else to cut costs. With this in mind we suggest it would be wise to
check before visiting just in case reduced hours or some other reduction in service
has been introduced.
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