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Editorial
By now I hope you will all have
had a very happy Christmas
and are looking forward to
another year of looking back at
your ancestors.
One of the nice things about
being editor is that I sometimes
receive interesting material out
of the blue.
See for instance page 16, the
Baum family in Nuneaton, sent
to me by Gwyn Neale with
wonderful photographs. Can
anyone identify the other
members of the group? Were
any of you taught by Leslie
Neale?

Robert Cashmore, successful
timber merchant.
Aunts who would have been
the grandsons and
granddaughters of Elon
Jeffcoat.

I also received via Carol
Hughes a CD from Don
Jeffcoat in New Zealand
containing a 159 page
document about Elon Jeffcoat
(born 1835 in Chilvers Coton),
who moved to New Zealand,
and his descendents.

I had been asked to be the
"M.C." and also, as the oldest
Jeffcoat male [i.e. with the
name], there came a growing
feeling that this was the time to
begin putting "fingers to the
keyboard". Also of great help
was Peter Mellers who did the
family trees. His Great Grandmother was Elon's sister
and came out with Anne and
Robert Cashmore on the
Gertrude.

Elon went to New Zealand with
his brother-in-law Robert
Cashmore (described as
„Sawyer of Hartshill‟ when he
married Ann Jeffcoat in 1852).
Elon was married twice, to
Jane (Jeannie) May Gee of
Atherstone (daughter of John
Gee and Letitia Sherratt), and
then to Priscilla Wood of
Grendon (daughter of Thomas
Wood and Ann Sherratt).
They are in my family tree too
says Editor‟s wife – but its spelt
Sharratt! And Jeffcoat is
Jeffcott. She says the Woods,
Jeffcoats/Jeffcotts and
Sharratts intermarried a bit …
I am sure there are names here
that appear in other Nuneaton

Above: Elon Jeffcoat & Jane
Jeffcoat neé Bower
family trees. Don says “I never
had in mind to "publish" any of
the material. A cousin of mine
had turned 80 and we all made
our way to Colville/Cabbage
Bay on the Coromandel
Peninsula (where Elon had
settled). Thus we had members
of each of our Uncles and
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My hope is that just a small
paragraph mentioning our
surnames perhaps would draw
out queries from the
descendants of 'those who
stayed behind."
So if you are related to 'those
who stayed behind" Don would
love to hear from you.
Don Jeffcoat can be contacted
via email – jeffcoat@xtra.co.nz
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CHAIRMAN’s REPORT
A new year and a new season
bring fresh challenges. Thanks
to the Internet, the NNWFHS
and a vast array of sources
many people are making
steady progress with their
researches. I was reminded
recently that we need to start
preparing for an important new
milestone in our family‟s
collective history. In two year‟s
time it will be the 100th
anniversary of the start of that
great bloody conflict the First
World War. Few cataclysmic
events have had such a
profound effect on our lives as
the two wars. The events of
1914-8 were truly awful and
were set to rob many families
of their men folk. A substantial
proportion of a generation of
young people were wiped out
in France and the Middle East.
In my own family I have several
great uncles who were killed,
and old aunts who were
rendered spinsters for the rest
of their lives by loss of boy
friends in the war. Not to
mention other relatives whose
husbands never returned or
were terribly injured in battle or
damaged by disease. Although
these tragedies are lost on the
modern generations we as
family historians need to
reprise those far off days and
try and see what it did to our
loved ones. I will be looking out
old letters, preparing research
for the various exploits of my
family members who were
swept up in the tide of warfare.
To showcase their memory and
take it forward to a new
generation. Look at the
background of their life left
behind. How they were
recruited, their exploits on the
battlefield. It may be possible to
work out on a daily basis what

they went through from diaries,
old newspaper reports, even
from the memories of stories
told to later generations from
the old timers who have
passed.
Most of the stories were tragic
but I will always remember a
tender memory told to me by
one old Nuneatonian – the late
local historian Phillip Vernon
who lived in Pool Bank Street;
whose father was privy to the
goings on in the recreation
ground close to where he lived.
The Royal Warwickshire
Regiment took over and turned
the recreation ground into an
armed camp, parade ground
and built Nissen huts for raw
recruits. Needless to say there
was a lot of comings and
goings outside his front door,
as young men presented
themselves to join the colours,
and were paraded off to join
their units. Some of the new
recruits were accommodated
for a day or two in the
recreation ground before being
sent on to join the fray.
Needless to say no opportunity
was lost for these recruits to
slope off into town to enjoy
their last few pints of beer at
their favourite local before the
chance was lost for a long time
and to do so they walked down
Pool Bank Street. Guards had
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been placed at
the entrances to
the rec. and
youths set free
on the town were
instructed that
they had to be
back by a certain
hour and must
always use a
password to get
in. One night my
informant said a
loud crack was
heard out and the
bullet ricoche‟d all around Pool
Bank Street taking a chunk out
of the brickwork on the front of
his house. Phil‟s dad ran to the
front door to see what was
going on. Apparently a bunch
of these troops returning after
too much “pop” were
confronted at the gate to the
recreation ground by the over
zealous guard who challenged
them to deliver the password
before he would let them in. Of
course, they could not
remember what it was. Beer
had raddled their memories. So
the situation turned nasty.
Expletives were heard and the
guard clearly unsettled by their
threatening behaviour fired
over their heads. The bullet
pinged around the street. Every
time I go past Phil‟s house I
think of that memory. A tiny
amusing incident in a very big
war but in one piece of chipped
brickwork it resonates today to
those very few that know about
it. There must be thousands of
memories like that are still
floating about which will be lost
if we do not share them. So
start preparing them today so
we can re-live those precious
moments again in the story of
North Warwickshire‟s part in
the great conflict in two years
time.
Peter Lee
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“She’s of no interest to
me…”
Whilst many set out to create a
pedigree following their male
surname, it makes a far more
interesting tree to include the
mothers – and their ancestors.
But why follow the female
lines?
In my own research, the
women marrying out have
linked some fantastically
interesting families to the
expanding tree, whilst women
in my direct line have produced
some wonderful stories of
determination and ability. I was
shocked to hear one
researcher comment “she‟s of
no interest to me” about her
great grandmother – a woman I
felt had a story worth telling.
The women are key players in
our family history.
Tracing the female line is
relatively straightforward to the
commencement of civil
registration and, providing
people didn‟t move around too
much, back to 1754 ought to be
possible by using the postHardwick‟s Act marriage
registers which should include
full names and parishes of
origin. At least you are armed
with surname and forename of
the bride, the parish she came
from, perhaps her age (“full
age” can cover all manner of
sins) and the names of
witnesses who may bear the
same family name. Then it is
slog through registers to see if
a baptism that fits the bill didn‟t
die young, or marry someone
totally different.
Things can get messy prior to
1754. Marriages were
recorded in the general register
of the church, or other place

that locals felt was suitable for
such commitments to be made.
The records of these “other
places” may, or may not, have
survived. The records can be
short on useful information. In
Church of England registers
some incumbents tidily
separate baptisms, marriages
and burials to different parts of
the book but some mixed them
up and SOME even filled
occasional spaces with items
totally out of date sequence.
In general registers you may
find “John SMITH of this parish
married Mary JONES of XXX
parish”…you equally may be
faced with “John and Mary
SMITH married this day”, or
even “John SMITH and his wife
were married”. On occasions
you wish that your SMITHs had
chosen names like Nehemiah,
Cornelius, Zachariah or a
combination of them all, and
that every John had not
married a Mary! But don‟t
despair, you may find leads
elsewhere.
If a marriage was by licence it
can be well worth visiting the
relevant record office (Lichfield
for the parishes of north
Warwickshire) to view any
remaining marriage bond and
allegation. These two sheets
can provide a wealth of detail.
You will find bondsmen – not
always including the groom –
possibly along with details of
marriage partners that include
occupation, age, condition
(bachelor, spinster, widow[er])
and parish. Don‟t be fooled by
“Mrs Mary SMITH” – unless it
says “widow” bear in mind that
Mrs was used to indicate a
woman of some substance
even when single. One I
viewed recently generously
added that the bondsman was
brother of the groom; another
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showed an elderly widower
marrying a minor – which may
not be what you hoped to find.
Another useful source is
probate documents – these are
not just about money!! A
young man frequently couldn‟t
afford to marry until his father
died and he took over the
family business therefore
having his own income. Check
for a will of the father around
time of a son‟s marriage.
Check also for a will for the
bride‟s father after her marriage
– he may name his daughter
with her married surname:
some wills even give first
names of their sons-in-law.
Should you be tracking a lessthan-common surname, check
if there is a one-name study by
looking at the website of the
Guild of One-Name Studies
(GOONS) – if listed, the
contact will be able to provide
much help.
When doing your research,
never forget the phrase: the
mother is the mother - the
father is who the mother says
he is. After civil registration, if
a woman was married, any
child born will show her
husband as being the father; I
have seen birth certificates for
children born several years
after the husband‟s decease
still showing him as father of
the child (including one for the
early 1950s known by its owner
to be false, but he and his son
now carry the “wrong” family
surname).
Prior to civil
registration, you may find a
baptism for a child “of widow
SMITH” and this could become
a brick wall unless SMITHs are
rare in that parish, or there is
information in the burials
records to sort things out for
you.
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It may be more challenging, but
I urge you to follow your female
forebears. Search for their
fascinating stories; they are as
much part of your make-up as
are the men - and in some
How ‘William’ by Patty
Townsend got to New
Zealand
Follow up on ‘Attleborough gardener
dug up in New Zealand’ Page 8 of July
2011 Journal

My mother‟s cousin, Rosemary
Gell, a great-granddaughter of
Thomas Townsend of
Attleborough Hall, owned
„William‟ for many years. She
and her only sister, Honor,
were both unmarried and had
no descendants. Rosemary
had inherited the painting of
William plus about 8 water
colours done by Lilian Russell
Bell from her parents.
(Incidentally Lilian Russell Bell
- or Lilian Russell as she was
before her marriage - is a
granddaughter of TT and niece
of Patty Townsend. She is one
of the „other artists‟ – apart
from Patty Townsend – who
supplied illustrations for
“George Eliot, Her Early
Home”)
When my mother died in 1994
Rosemary wrote a letter of
condolence to my sister and I.
This started a correspondence
between Rosemary and myself.
On a trip to the UK from our
home in New Zealand in 1998
my husband and I visited
Rosemary in a rest home in
Budleigh Salterton, Devon,
where she lived surrounded by
her paintings. She worried
about what she was going to
do with her precious family

instances the women are far
more genetically connected.
They certainly are of interest to
you!

PS Then write the stories for
your Journal!

paintings as she wanted them
to be kept in the family. I was
her only family contact on the
Townsend/Russell side so she
asked me if my sister, Lindy,
and I would like to be the
recipients.

convenience Lindy put them in
the box under the bed with
„William‟. When the pictures
were collected my sister‟s
partner gave the complete box
to the friend. It was some time
before Lindy realised that
William had mistakenly been
given to the friend and in the
meantime she and the „friend‟
had had a disagreement which
escalated into considerable illfeeling.

We visited Rosemary again on
our next trip in 2002. By this
time she was in Exmouth
Hospital recovering from a
broken hip. She once again
talked about her paintings and
was now worried about how
she would get them to me. It
wasn‟t long after this that she
moved into hospital care
permanently. A nephew of
hers on the Gell side knew her
wishes regarding the paintings
and between us we made
arrangements for them to be
sent to my sister‟s home in
Rhyl, North Wales. Rosemary
died in 2003.
As all the paintings from
Rosemary were to be divided
between us some decisions
had to be made, which was
something my sister and I
needed to do together. So for 5
years the paintings were safely
stored in boxes under a bed in
Lindy‟s house.
Now we get to the bit that
sounds like something out of
„Coronation Street‟!
In 2008 my sister was asked by
a friend to look after some
other pictures while her house
was being renovated. For
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Jacqui Simkins

Getting William back turned
into a nightmare as the „friend‟
was most uncooperative. She
eventually left a short sharp
message to say she‟d put the
box, with William in it, „under
the bush‟. My sister searched
her garden to no avail and
could get no sense out of the
„friend‟ who was being
deliberately elusive and
awkward. A few weeks later
my sister arrived home to find a
box outside her back door. It
contained William and a few
dead leaves. She presumes
that the „friend‟ had spitefully
put the box out in her own
garden. Luckily it must have
been in a very dry, sheltered
spot as William seemed to
have suffered no damage.
Thankfully I was blissfully
unaware of this saga until after
William had been returned to
my sister.
In March 2009, when Antiques
Roadshow was held at
Bodnant Gardens in North
Wales, my sister took William
and the Lilian Russell Bell
paintings along for Rupert
Maas to see. He was
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particularly interested in
William and that segment of
their conversation was
recorded for the TV
programme. There had been
some conversation before the
recording in which, somewhat
unguardedly, my sister alluded
to William having been in a box
under a bush for a while.
Obviously Lindy didn‟t really
want to enlarge on this on
screen so was a bit
embarrassed when Rupert
Maas brought it up.
There is often some quirky fact
about an item that is chosen to
appear on Antiques Roadshow.
Possibly the „bush‟ story was it.
However the story of William

keeping his lunch in the red
handkerchief under his hat also
seemed to appeal to Rupert
Maas.
Interestingly, after the airing of
the AR episode, the BBC sent
on 4 letters they had received
from viewers about the painting
of William. Two were from
distant relatives who
recognised the name Patty
Townsend and with whom I am
now in regular contact. One of
these ladies actually owns a
watercolour painting of William,
also done by Patty Townsend c
1879. A third was from a lady
who owned 2 x Patty
Townsend paintings which she
believed had been given to her

great aunt, Violet Shoosmith, a
fellow painter, by Patty
Townsend. The final letter was
from someone who wanted to
buy „William‟! – NFS!
Finally, in mid 2009, on our
most recent UK trip, decisions
were made and „William‟ plus 4
of the Lilian Russell Bell
paintings were shipped to New
Zealand where they all hang
safely on walls in our home and
can be appreciated.
Jan Brock
Napier, New Zealand
September 2011

The Parish of Our Lady of the Angels, Nuneaton
Copied from the church website with permission of Father Philip Harrop
Although the diocesan directory
dates the first mission that was
to become the Parish of Our
Lady of the Angels as 1829,
the origins of the Parish go
beyond this.
The very name „Nuneaton‟ is
derived from St. Mary‟s Abbey
which, until the reformation was
the home of Benedictine nuns
who had settled in the small
town of Etone. This, along with
St. Nicolas‟ Parish Church and
Chilvers Coton Parish Church,
are silent witnesses to
Nuneaton‟s Catholic past.
Until the 19th Century,
Nuneaton‟s Catholic population
was negligible until Irish
immigration from 1824. With a
marked increase in the Catholic
population which this brought
about, there was a need for
Mass and the sacraments, and

so Mass began to be
celebrated at Leather Mill
Farm, Caldecote – a handy
venue for the Irish harvesters.
As more of the immigrant Irish
found work in the construction
of the railways, many settled in
town, mostly around Bond
Street, and it was in a cottage
there that Mass was now
celebrated. In 1837 land was
purchased on Coton Road for
the building of a permanent
church. The foundation stone
was soon laid, and the new
chapel opened in 1838,
designed by Joseph Hansom.
This new chapel was under the
care of the Dominicans, based
at Hinckley. The Dominicans
remained until 1880 when they
were replaced by the
Franciscan Capuchin Fathers,
who cared for the Parish for
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nine years before they moved
to Olton Friary in Solihull at the
invitation of Archbishop Ilsley.
From 1889 the Parish passed
into the hands of diocesan
clergy, and it is also the year
that St. Mary‟s, Nuneaton
(named presumably after the
pre-reformation St. Mary‟s
Abbey) became Our Lady of
the Angels, Nuneaton.
The following years were years
of consolidation and growth
and the Catholic population
itself increased. Schools were
built, and the church was much
enlarged in 1936. From Our
Lady‟s , the new Parish of St.
Anne‟s, Chapel End, was
established, and a new Mass
centre „St. Bernadette‟s‟ in
Stockingford was opened in
1960. Sadly, changed
circumstances and a reduction
in the number of priests meant
its closure in 1994.
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Today the Parish of Our Lady
of the Angels covers Nuneaton
town centre and the
surrounding areas of
Caldecote, Weddington, St.

Nicolas Park, Horeston
Grange, Whitestone,
Attleborough, Chilvers Coton
and Stockingford. Of course,
the story of Our Lady of the

Angels continues, and the
Parish is becoming increasingly
diverse with new parishioners
coming from India, Eastern
Europe and Africa.

When Nuneaton made things …
A list of the good made in Nuneaton not so long ago.

In those times it was „Jam today‟ in Nuneaton.

Flour and animal foodstuffs
Car bodies and sheet metal work from railway vehicles to taxi cabs
Machine tools
Cardboard boxes
Bricks and tiles
Metal founding and many components for aircraft, car and engines manufacture
General engineering
Wool and leather
Silk manufacture
Cotton
Mattresses and furniture springs
Jam, marmalade etc. (see advert.)
Boots and shoes
Hosiery
Man-made fibres from clothing to car tyre linings
Elastic webbing
Clothes from men‟s suits to military uniforms
Concrete goods
Coal mining
Stone Quarrying
Needle making
Heating and air conditioning equipment
Timber processing
Ladies and gents tailoring
Ladies and Gents underwear
Sports goods, etc. etc.
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From Nuneaton to Nagasaki – a missionary’s tale
John Liggins was born in
Nuneaton on May 11th 1829,
the son of John Goode Liggins,
baker, of Abbey Street and his
wife Elizabeth, nee Chaplin (?).
There were two other children
of the marriage, Mary and
Thomas.
In 1831 John‟s mother died and
his father subsequently married
Alice Spencer of Baxterley, a
union which produced three
sons, Edward, George and
Henry, but more of them later.
John senior came from a
Burbage family of staunch
Wesleyan Methodists and this
tradition was to have a
profound affect on the direction
of his son John‟s life.
In 1841, following the death of
his father, John, despite being
only 12 years old, emigrated to
America. The circumstances
surrounding this journey and
whether he went alone are not
clear but he always insisted in
later life that this was the
correct year and he was a man
of considerable integrity.
At some time before 1850 John
Liggins returned to Nuneaton
and this may have had
something to do with the terms
of his father‟s will, which stated
that all of his children were to
receive £100 on reaching their
majorities. What is certain is
that John returned to America
later that same year and settled
in Philadelphia, home of the
oldest Protestant church in the
New World. The passenger
manifest of the ship „General
Victoria‟ gives his occupation
as „chairmaker‟.

In 1852 John Liggins entered
the theological seminary of the
American Episcopal Church, in
Alexandria County, Virginia, to
begin studying for entry into the
priesthood .He graduated in
October 1855 and, although
not yet ordained, he and his
close friend, Channing Moore
Williams, set sail to join their
Church‟s mission in China,
arriving in Shanghai on June
28th 1856.
They began work immediately,
preaching all around the
Suchan region, and were
advanced to the priesthood on
January 1857 by the Right Rev.
Wm Jones Boone, Missionary
Bishop. Despite much
opposition from indigenous
religious groups, the Revs
Liggins and Williams managed
to set up a mission in Dzong
Zok in 1858. Bishop Boone
later commented “When it is
remembered that less than two
years had elapsed since their
arrival in the country yet they
were already able to preach in
the Chinese language,…. is
sufficient proof of the energy
with which they laboured”
At this point local opposition to
the mission‟s work boiled over
and the Rev Liggins was
attacked and badly beaten by a
group of men. This, and poor
health brought on by malaria,
caused him to retreat to the
relative safety of Shanghai,
where his doctor suggested a
trip to Japan as a means of
recuperation.
Accordingly, John Liggins set
sail for Japan on 23rd April
1859, missing a letter from
America instructing him and
Channing Williams to “remove
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themselves to the Empire of
Japan and to enter upon
missionary work there
immediately”. Landing in
Nagasaki in May, John Liggins
effectively became the first
Protestant missionary to Japan,
a country which, until a decade
or so earlier had been closed to
all foreigners for hundreds of
years. In June he was joined by
his friend, Channing Williams,
and, despite laws forbidding
the teaching of the Christian
Gospel, they set to work at
once.
At first Liggins found there was
little they could do “beyond the
learning of the Japanese
language, (a sufficiently difficult
task), teaching English to the
native officials, and furnishing
the Holy Scriptures and
scientific works to those who
would accept them”. These
scientific works, laced with
subtle Christian teachings were
a way of circumventing the
restrictive edicts imposed by
the Japanese authorities.
In October of 1859 the
missionaries were joined by J
C Hepburn and his wife and the
Rev. S Brown. Bishop Williams
later wrote “I do not know that
better men could be found to
begin missionary efforts than
Brown, Hepburn and Liggins”.
Unfortunately, the illness that
led John Liggins to Japan
eventually forced him to return
to the USA, stopping off en
route in England.
So the 1861 census return
shows him, accompanied by
his sister, Mary, staying at Bay
Tree Cottage, Lutterworth
Road, Burbage, in
Leicestershire, the home of his
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Aunt, Ann Waters, formerly
Mary Ann Liggins. The Waters
were grocers in Burbage and
John would have found himself
surrounded by a large
extended family through
connections with the Goodes,
Heirs and Butlers.
With his health somewhat
restored John Liggins returned
to the USA, initially to New
York where he served as a
Minister, with his sister Mary as
housekeeper, and
subsequently to Cape May,
New Jersey, where he spent
the remaining years of his life
as a tireless campaigner for
the Temperance movement.
He also wrote several
books, including „The Great
Value and Success of
Foreign Missions‟ and „One
Thousand familiar phrases
in English and Romanised
Japanese‟ – the first of its
kind in Japan , which “met
with large demand and
passed through several
editions”.

were ardent supporters of the
independent church in the
town. When it was decided that
the Bond Street Zion Chapel
and the Congregational Church
would amalgamate in 1901
they, along with George‟s sonin-law, George Harvey, patron
of the Grotto Laundry,
underwrote the financing of the
United Reformed Church
(opened 1903) which replaced
the old Congregational Chapel.
The total cost was £8,000 and
the interior of this building
remains one of the jewels of
Nuneaton‟s, albeit somewhat
depleted, architectural heritage.

John Liggins 1829 – 1912

John‟s half brothers, George
and Henry Liggins, had
businesses in Nuneaton as
pawnbroker/clothier and
baker/grocer respectively and

Johns remaining half brother,
Edward Liggins, ran away (it
seems to have been popular!)
at the tender age of 9 and got a
job helping out in a barbers
shop in Walsall. He became a
silver plater but entered the
licensed trade through his
second marriage, and, no
doubt using his family
connections, went into
business with M & B, running
their wines and spirits
division which became
known as The House of
Liggins.
All in all John Liggins‟
sons seem to have
embraced the spirit of the
Victorian age being
largely self-made men
and, through energy and
hard work succeeding in
whatever field of
endeavour they chose to
enter. They certainly left
their mark on at least
three continents – not
bad going for baker‟s
boys from Nuneaton!

He was a regular contributor
to the letters page of the
New York Times and his
death was duly recorded in
that paper as the 8th
January 1912.
John‟s brother Thomas
followed him to the USA in
1852 and set himself up as a
cake baker and confectioner in
Philadelphia. The business
prospered and, after Thomas‟
death in 1893, his two sons
carried it on.

became a publican. He then
decided to go in for brewing
and entered into partnership
with a certain Mr Mitchell and
the rest, as they say, is history.

Footnote

Given John Liggins‟ lifetime
commitment to temperance,
the careers of other members
of his family must have caused
him some personal misgivings.
Another of John‟s aunts, also
called Mary Ann, married
Robert Butler in Burbage and
they had a son William, who
ran away to Birmingham in his
teens, where he eventually
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This story emerged from
my wife‟s ongoing research into
her Spencer ancestors, in the
course of which she has
discovered not only her roots
but two cousins as well, so the
joys of her genealogical
journey definitely outnumber
the tribulations!
© Nic Perrins and Denise
Mowday. Written up by Robin
Mowday.
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A visit to Southwell Minster & Workhouse 3rd September 2011 by Diane Stringer
The day started like most summer days, rain!!! However undaunted we set off to our first destination. As we
approached Southwell the Minster could seen head and shoulders above the rest of the buildings, and lo and
behold in sunshine. Our first view on approaching the Minster was the magnificent Norman carving on the
entrance and the incredible 14th century oak door.
Once inside the full impact of the building began to reveal itself. Although a building of considerable size, to me,
it had a very friendly, one might even say a cosy feel to it.
The Angel Window painted by Patrick Reyntiens in 1996 has to be seen to really appreciate it and makes quite
an impact. When you turn to look at it, it is quite breath taking.
Christus Rex by Peter Ball 1987 hangs above the crossing arch,and draws the eye to the roof. Also in this area
are the Bread Pews, so named because they held people who were there to accept bread offered to the poor.
Beneath the pews are mosaic tiles, possibly part of the saxon church.
The carving on the Bread Pews was exquisite. The Minster windows at the high alter were also very beautiful
Flemish glass.
There were so many wonderful things to see and read many of which gave us an insight into the way life was
conducted in those distant days. And so with the views of the less fortunate written high on the wall we left this
magnificent building.

Top row left – detail of the carved door, centre – the Angel Window, right Christus Rex
Bottom row left carving on a Bread Pew, centre T Spofforth’s gift, right Flemish glass
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And so … on to the Workhouse.
The contrast between the two places of interest could not have been more marked. Our first view was of a very severe
building with straight lines interrupted only by high walls. In front of the building were some fruit trees and vegetables as it
would have been when it was occupied, with a large grass area in front, that would have also been a vegetable garden
needed to support the inmates and workers. We started off towards the building walking the Paupers Path
My own feeling was one of physical sickness as we progressed up the path. An incongruity struck me as we passed the
garden where a group of workers were enjoying a lunch break. Not something that would have happened for the inmates of
the institution. I tried to imagine what might have been going through the minds of those who had trodden the path before
us, relief, they would at least have a roof over their heads, apprehension, stories of the workhouse circulated outside the
walls, perhaps coupled with fear of maybe the known and unknown. A feeling of sadness began to increase as we entered
the property and standing in the room where there were three doorways for men, women and children to enter in order to be
stripped , washed and separated from each other!!
Moving out then in to the yard with toilets outside its hard to comprehend the life that the inmates led. Although they would
have had doors on they were outside in the corner of the yard, as was the water pump. The rooms in the workhouse were
for the most part devoid of furniture, and one was left to imagine how it would have looked.However there were copies of
rules and the inevitable proverbs and scripture verses. The male and female rooms mirrored each other ,inmates were
segregated further into those who could work and those who were too old or infirm, and of course the children from parents.
The Masters quarters were the rooms which separated the male and female rooms and were of course very different. One of
the more luxurious touches was a water closet INSIDE. The rooms at the top of the building are still in the original colours of
what I remember as municipal green !! I‟m sure others will recall seeing it, mostly in hospitals. The rooms were also used in
later years as temporary council accommodation for the homeless; not ideal but „a roof over their heads‟, so maybe some
things don‟t change! There was also a meeting room which would have been hung with beautiful curtains, paintings and
furniture. Next door, the school room, with the inevitable hard benches.
This building was the result of a number of smaller workhouses joining together and becoming a Union, a more cost
effective operation. On the outskirts of the town is the building which is now the Baptist Church but has the distinction of
being the first Southwell Workhouse. Although basically the same design it had a somewhat softer feel and look to it.
Many thanks to all who had a part in the arrangments for the day. A most successful outing, my first, but I look forward to
others in the future. Thanks also to Pete our driver who I know will be welcomed should he ever find the time to „do his tree‟.
And for taking us the „pretty way home‟ giving us the chance to see these pretty animals.

Top row The Workhouse building, a
design used in most subsequent
establishments.
The toilets. ‘Bracing’ in cold weather!
Contrast the Masters luxury loo!

Bottom row A verse to instill into
children the importance of learning!!
Wherever you turned you were
reminded of the rules
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Some announcements and useful information
Future Format of NNWFHS
Publications
For many years, NNWFHS has
produced small booklets of
transcribed data. Originally
these were burials - largely for
1813-1837 but some parishes
were continued to 1851. Then
we did some "miscellaneous"
items - one-off material
essential for research. More
lately we have produced
marriages.
The cost of setting up and
producing booklets is
continually rising. Some recent
publications have had to be
produced on CD as the volume
of material was unsuitable for
booklets. These CDs have
been well received - reprints
required within a few weeks!
The way we access material
has changed greatly since our
hobby kicked off - these days
you can access little without
using a computer.
Consideration is now being
given to the future of the
booklets for burials and
marriages - CD production is
likely to be the most suitable,
affordable and practical way
forward with perhaps other
digital formats being possible
later. For now, the
miscellaneous booklets will
remain in print.
There is only so much that your
volunteer publications team
can do - and the proposed
changes will help them
considerably. We hope that
members will support the
modernisation of publications
services.
Details of all publications are
on the society's website where
you can buy online, or print an
order form to post. If you
prefer, those living in UK can
send a stamped, self-

addressed envelope to Val
Pickard (contact details on
page 1) for a mail order form.
It was announced in November
that the Lichfield Record
Office will be closed on
Fridays from April 2012. This
is part of the council's financial
cut-back.
In addition, the Stafford RO will
be closed on Mondays. This
now means that Worcester,
Warwick and Stafford Record
Offices are all shut on Mondays
(NB Worcester shut till next
summer for move to elaborate
new premises).
Make sure you visit our local
Record Offices as much as you
can to use original documents:
use it or lose it.
See Record Office websites for
opening arrangements - always
check prior to a visit in case
there are other reasons for
closure/restrictions.
Accessing Warwickshire’s
Parish Registers
In the autumn of 2011
Warwickshire Record Office
launched its parish register
collection online with
Ancestry.co.uk. No more
traipsing to the library or record
office or hiring of films through
the local LDS Family History
Centre. That is, until you start
searching!
My first searches produced
zilch – despite knowing the
information was in various
registers I had transcribed!
Then I searched by parish and
time period and found some of
the entries…totally misindexed! After a lot of
searching I discovered one
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Church of England parish
named “Chapels” without a
place defined at all; in addition,
some material on film at the
Record Office was not
appearing no matter what
search parameters I used.
As a result, I contacted the RO.
It seems that they made
available to Ancestry the
master film copies of registers
held by the RO made originally
by the LDS in perhaps the early
1970s. Ancestry then
commissioned the indexing.
The RO contact advised that
Ancestry had difficulties
determining the parishes to
which the material related,
which seems hard to
understand.
However, there is nothing for
Burton Hastings burials from
1813 forwards on Ancestry.
Another request to the RO
produced the explanation:
registers deposited after the
original filming by LDS were
filmed in-house and these are
not currently included in the
material made available to
Ancestry. So the online
coverage is not the full PR
holding of the RO. In addition,
at time of writing I have found
at least one other parish in
north Warwickshire where the
dates stated as covered are not
all available online – available
pages end mid-register.
The commercial arrangement
no doubt meets the needs of
Ancestry and hopefully of the
RO, too. The middle-tier
Ancestry fee required to access
these records is expensive,
plus some do not like the idea
of subscribing to an American
owned company.
Warwickshire libraries with full
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Ancestry access charge for use
of computers and you will need
considerable time searching
what is often poorly indexed
and incomplete for North
Warwickshire. Ancestry
access is still free in the
Record Office – as it is in
Staffordshire libraries. Material
is still on microfilm in the
Record Office, in some local
libraries and, of course, to hire
through a Family History
Centre of the LDS. And
NNWFHS will continue to
produce transcriptions as long
as these remain “good sellers”.
The new service on Ancestry

does mean you can conduct
searches, but if you do not find
your quarry, it could be down to
bad indexing or because that
register is not online – not
because your lost soul is not
recorded.
By the time you read this
article, I hope to have traipsed
several times to the RO on
your behalf and have the
Burton Hastings burials
interpreted from the
unintelligible scrawl and
combined with Wolvey and
Bulkington through to about
1901. Carole Eales and John

Parton will then work their
magic on spreadsheets and
PDFs respectively to make the
transcription available on CD*
through the NNWFHS shop –
online or by post. [The earlier
booklet of these for 1813-1837
went out of print early in 2011
and will be included – with the
“extra information” added in.] A
CD costs less than a death
certificate – and could save you
buying the wrong one!
JS
* coming soon.

Ed.

Astley Castle

Astley at the turn of the 20th century. We can see the castle on the left and the church on the right. The moat
is in the foreground. I can imagine this scene at the dead of night. Dark, creepy and mysterious. Today the
moat is dry, the range of buildings immediately to the left gone. The castle is being restored to something
approaching its former glory by the Landmark Trust and hopefully the moat will be re-filled.
Astley church has recently been restored as well. So there is hope for the future. The original parts of the castle
date back to the 13th century, the church to the 14th century. The spire of the church known as the “Lanthorn of
Arden” fell down in 1600 and the church was altered considerably at that time.
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AN APPEAL from Peter Lee
Did you visit Astley Castle in the 60‟s and 70‟s? Do you remember Mr. & Mrs.Challinor, Neville & Tom Anderson?
The Great Dane, the very rude Parrot. Have dinner in the restaurant? Drink in the bar? More importantly take any
photos. Do you know the whereabouts of the Georgian wooden panelling? If so I would be pleased to hear from
you as to help complete the history of Astley Castle we are keen to fill in this memorable part of its later years.
Yes, yes, yes (and Astley the lap-dog), yes, no, yes, unfortunately no and no.

Ed.

STANLEY BROTHERS
GLAZED BRICKS
By Peter Lee

Stanley Brothers of
Stockingford regularly
exhibited their wares
around the country and
this was their display
stand at the Building
Exhibition at Earls Court
one year in the early
1900s. The date is not
recorded but it illustrates
Stanley’s finest terracotta
products. Glazed bricks
were a particular
speciality. These were
produced from recipe
books which were closely
guarded. The technique
of coating and firing was
highly prized, and I have
heard reports that the first
glazed bricks in America
originated from a
Nuneaton recipe. A
Nuneaton brick technician
was sent for and his
secrets went with him headhunted by an American brick manufacturer. Glazed bricks
were produced before the universal application of glazed tiles to kitchens,
bathrooms, swimming pools, food factories etc. They were usually available in blue,
brown, white, dark red, green and black. In later years ceramic tiles superseded
them for universal use as they were more flexible. They could be taken off and
replaced whereas if glazed bricks were damaged they were there for good. A lot of
them crazed over time which did not look very good and spoiled the décor.
Stanleys also produced salt glazed vases. The type our Victorian ancestors used to
display their Aspidistras in to such an effect.
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Parents’ Occupations of Nuneaton Grammar School Boys 1846-1870
Examining the occupations of
the fathers (and one mother of
a fatherless boy) of the children
in the 25 years of entry
between 1847 and 1871, we
find a mixed social background.
The school did not take the
children of the wealthiest
landowners or those from the
very poorest groups. Within
those constraints there was
some social mix though the
class difference between a
skilled labourer and some of
the lower middle class families

would be small. The middle
class were particularly well
represented with 32 who could
be designated comfortable
middle class and 36 lower
middle class. The 34 working
class were, bar the agricultural
labourers, from the skilled end
of that social group. Sometimes
boys were turned down as
insufficiently advanced in
learning though some
successfully re-applied the
following year. However, the
slump in the weaving trade
around 1860 restricted town

growth and may have
discouraged staying on at
school for those capable of
earning money for their family
in some way.
Selected Occupations of
Parents 1847-1871
Farmers
Weavers
Clerks
Innkeepers
Railway Workers
Agricultural Labourers
Orphan

11
8
8
6
3
3
1

Overall analysis
Small Businessmen
Skilled Labourers
Professional and
Manufacturing middle class

21
18
21

The Original Governors of 1552
Name
Sir Marmaduke
Constable
Richard Vyncent
Edward Povey

Occupation
Landowner

Ralph Thomson

Yeoman

John Rotherham

Yeoman

William Worshipp

Yeoman

Alexander
Smythe
Richard Ratclyff

Shopkeeper

John Oughton

Draper

Crown Pub. Rented three Chambers above the Manor
Court Hall near his hostelry
Blackwaterfeeld a croft and catmeadwe

William Asseburn
Roger Mantel

Tenant at Will
Tanner

Cottage in Church End
Cottage in Church End

Yeoman
Yeoman

Landlord

Place of Residence / Land
Hoarstone Grange Lord of the Manor. Had lost the family
estates in the East Riding of Yorkshire.
Hoarstone Grange 14 Virgates, about 420 acres.
Messuage with three cottages in St Nicolas Street, two
and a half virgates, about 75 acres, and three other
properties including a copyhold.
Copyholder of The Hollowside. with freeholds in Abbey
End and Market Place and three rods and two poles in
the fields of Etone.
Freeholder leasing tenements and messuages in Church
End Abbey End and the Market Place.

Two messuages, in Bake House Lane and Abbey End as
well as a copyhold and three orchards.
Market Place

Comment
Chairman of the Governors.
Held jointly with brother Robert.
The three cottages were near the
school.

Sir Marmaduke aside, Rotherham was
probably the wealthiest of the
Governors; his daughter married
William Willoughby who was to leave
money for the school in 1587.
Brother William, Baker
He also occupied pasture land known
as the heath and Hurdman’s Groove.
Marmaduke Constable had leased
Oughton the propertythough he had
reserved the right to dig for the stone
colles already known about in the
area.
The odour of tanners (they continually
smelt of their trade) would have
diminished his social status .

© David Patterson 2011. All information taken with permission from David Paterson, Leeke’s Legacy, a History of
King Edward VI School, Nuneaton (Troubador 2011)
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The Baum family in
Nuneaton
I don’t often receive interesting
letters so I was thrilled when I
opened one from Wales and out
fell a beautiful photograph of a
mission play at Chilvers Coton
Hall, and a letter about the Baum
and Neale family in Nuneaton.
Leslie Neale was headmaster of
Stockingford C of E school, so
some of our members may have
been taught by him!
Ed.

(destroyed in the Blitz). The
licensee of the Heart in Hand
at that time was Tom Harris,
and his wife (also nee Sarah
Ann Baum) was a cousin of my
grandfather. My mother found
work in the Ayres factory in
Seymour Road, making
shuttlecocks and tennis balls.
She found the Heart in Hand
rather noisy, and by the time
this photograph was taken, I
believe she was lodging with

quarries.
It was while she was lodging
with the Ensors at 33 Lister
Street that she met my father,
Leslie Neale, who was teaching
at Attleborough Church School,
and lodging in Park Street with
a Mrs Roberts. They met in the
Church rooms at what they
called a “social” but which the
Vicar called a soirée. They
married in Holy Trinity
Attleborough in August 1928
and the reception was held in
the rooms where they had first
met. A photograph in the
Midland Counties Tribune
suggests that there were 40
people at the reception, for
which Yoxall‟s did the catering
(for £10).
They lived first in Gipsy Lane,
and then, when in 1944 my
father was appointed the
Headmaster of Stockingford C
of E School, in the school
house. They moved to Torquay
in 1958. My father had retired
owing to ill health, and died in
the following year. My mother
died in 1996.

Gwyn Neale writes:

I wonder if members of the
Society might be interested in
the enclosed photograph.
My mother told me that the
girls had taken part in "a
missionary play, performed in
Chilvers Coton hall in the early
1920s". She is the person
seated, right, with necklaces.
She was Sarah Ann Baum,
born in 1900 in a quarrying
village in the Lleyn Peninsula in
north Wales, and moved to
Nuneaton to look for work in
January 1916. To-begin with,
she lived in The Heart in Hand,
a pub in Vicarage Street

Ernest and Martha Ensor, first
in Lister Street, and then in Bull
Street, Attleborough.
Baum, by the way, in the case
of my mother's family, is a
Leicestershire surname, found
particularly in Mountsorrel and
Rothley, Records of the name
go back to the 16th century and
suggest that Baum and Balme
are variant spellings of the
same surname. I believe that in
north Wales, County Durham
and in Scotland families with
this surname are likely to be
descendants of people who
moved from Mountsorrel
(where there is a large granite
quarry) to work in similar
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This photograph (“La France”)
was perhaps taken a little
earlier than the group. It shows
Sarah Ann Baum in a costume
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representing France, so I
presume the colours were red
white and blue. The name of
the photographer is difficult to
decipher, but it looks rather like
Chettle, who was the main
portrait photographer in
Nuneaton for many years.

Yours sincerely, Gwyn
Neale.
I agree, the signature looks
like Chettle. The
photographer of the group
was C A Hicks. Neither I
nor Peter Lee have heard of
him/her. Can anyone
enlighten us?
Ed.

A Bulkington Murder
Church Street, Bulkington,
Warwickshire, Saturday 16th
January 1869.
Sarah CHARNELL descended
the stairs. She had put her two
youngest children to bed, 13
year old Sarah Ann and five
year old Clara. Her youngest
surviving son, William, was out,
running an errand for his father,
Thomas Charnell, who waited
in the room below.
Two older children, Elizabeth
and Stephen had left home and
were working away. The family
now was small. Their other
children had died, one by one,
which was the fate of many in
Victorian England. Few families
survived intact.
As Sarah stepped down into
the light of the single candle in
the living room her husband
leapt upon her. He slashed
furiously with a cut throat razor.
She fought for her life,
receiving severe injuries to her
arms and hands and calling
desperately for her daughter.
But her fight was useless.
Sarah Ann, tumbling down the
stairs in response to the urgent
cries, found her mother dying
and her father already dead,
having turned

By Val Pickard

the razor on himself to great
effect.
She ran to the door screaming
for help. Her Uncle, John
Charnell was near, as were
other neighbours. As they
entered the house Sarah died.
Dr PARSONS was soon there
but could do nothing.
The report of the event in The
Times newspaper of January
19 1869 was short but the main
facts were there.
The report of the local paper,
The Nuneaton Advertiser of
January 23 1869 after the
inquest, was in contrast long &
detailed.
The inquest was held in The
White Lion Inn, Leicester St.
Bulkington, on Monday 18th of
January. Thomas DEWES was
the Coroner and W.GILBERT
foreman of the jury.
The attack on Sarah was found
to be pre meditated as Thomas
had asked his son William to
go out that evening, and he
had also bound cord around
the cut throat razor in order to
strengthen it.
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William, a student teacher,
stated that his father had been
agitated for some time and
often trembled and seemed
afraid to go out. His mother had
threatened to fetch Dr NASON
from Nuneaton to take him
away.
Sarah Ann, the daughter,
reported her parents fighting
previously but that afterwards
her father had been
affectionate & expressed his
love.
Neighbours reported that the
marriage had not been happy
due to the temper and irritability
of Thomas. John Charnell,
brother to Thomas, stated that
Thomas had been a temperate
man, a weaver who had always
had work.
Police Constable John EVITTS
also gave evidence and Dr.
ORTON of Foleshill gave his
opinion that Thomas had been
labouring under some mental
aberration. The jury decided
that there was no evidence as
to Thomas‟ state of mind.
Two years later at the time of
the 1871 census the family are
getting on with life. Eldest son
Stephen 20 is living with an
uncle and aunt , Richard and
Ann ELSON (nee Charnell,
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sister of the late Thomas in the
Ryton area of Bulkington) Many
years later Stephen names a
son Richard Elson Charnell,
who sadly fell in WW1.
William, 18, is a schoolmaster in-training at the Worcester,
Lichfield and Hereford Training
College in Aston, Birmingham.
Sarah Ann 16 is working as a
domestic servant in Coton
Road, Nuneaton.
The youngest, Clara, 7 was
living with widowed Mary
HARROD in Attleborough and
was described as „Orphan‟ but
she was actually a neice, Mary
being another sister of Thomas
Charnell.
The eldest daughter, Elizabeth
had died in 1870 near to
Warwick, where she was
probably in service.
By 1881 Stephen had married
Emma DRAKE and had two
daughters registered in
Tamworth. They are living in
Spinning School Road,
Wilnecote.
William, Sarah and 17 year old
Clara are the complete
educational resources of the
village of Stonnell, near
Shenstone, Leicestershire.
William has finished his training
and is the schoolmaster, with
his sisters also teaching. They
live in the Schoolhouse.
By 1891 Stephen has become
a Station Master , has a larger
family and is based in Tipton
where his descendants
probably still live. He died in
1917 at Snarestone,
Leicestershire.
William, completing his
education in Lichfield, had
become a priest of the Church

of England. He had married
Elizabeth Ann WARREN in
1888. After a long working life,
moving to many parts of
England and Wales, he retired
to Blackawton, Devon where
he died in 1940. His
descendants must still be
there.
Sarah Ann, in 1891 was still
single and working in Avening,
near Stroud in Gloucestershire.
She was housekeeper, and
assistant school teacher to
James Street, a Certificated
Schoolmaster. She appears not
to have married.
The youngest of the family,
Clara, married a Coventry born
man, Frank Horace Pearce. In
1891 she is working as a
certified National
Schoolteacher but by 1901,
with a large family to care for
she is no longer working.
She & Frank spent most of
their married lives in Essex &
Middlesex but the birth of a son
in Coventry in 1898 Indicates
the odd return to Warwickshire.

www.historicaldirectories.org
A University of Leicester
Project.
The career of William Charnell
is found in Crockford’s Clerical
Directory.
www.crockford.org.uk
An interesting site to browse
which gave pointers and some
history of the family, not all
accurate, is that of
www.royalblood.co.uk * So if
you think that you may have
some of the blue stuff running
in your veins have a gander.
The rest of the account of the
family comes from censuses.
* A quick look at this site
suggests a large pinch of salt
should be applied! Ed.

Time waits for
no man

The name Charnell, found in
Bulkington from the mid 1700‟s
after their move from east
Leicestershire seems to be
unknown there now.
Sources
The account above came from
The Nuneaton Advertiser of
January 23rd 1869, even
including the fact of the single
candle burning on the table.
This newspaper had started in
1868. Nuneaton library has
films to view.
Dr.John Nason was attached to
the staff of the Union
Workhouse in Nuneaton which
covered the area. Found in a
Trade Directory of the time in
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According to some,
the world will end on
21st December 2012,
so you have just
under a year to
complete your family
tree.
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The North Warwickshire Pages
By Celia Parton

POLESWORTH HISTORY
Polesworth‟s history can be
traced back to the 7th century
when “polleswyrht” was a tiny
hamlet in the kingdom of
Mercia whose capital was
Tamworth just a few miles
away. The last king of Mercia
was Offa who died in 796.
In 825 Mercia was conquered
by Egbert the first Saxon king.
Following his conquest of
Mercia Egbert signed a treaty
with Northumbria giving him
control of much of England.
The story goes that on
returning from the treaty
signing along the Watling
Street Egbert stopped to rest
his troops at Dore-don
(Dordon) and in need of water
sent out scouts and they found
the river Anker less than a mile
away. The men camped by the
river near a small village called

Pollysworda (Polesworth). In
thanks for this Egbert promised
to build a “monasterie” on the
site. It is thought that Egbert‟s
son Ethelwolf built a small
church and convent, dedicated
to the Virgin Mary, on the
eastern side of the river. It is
difficult now to imagine what
these buildings looked like.
They were probably
constructed of wood with wattle
and daub walls and a thatched
roof. The precise location is
unknown but the likely place is
the North isle of the present
abbey. The first abbess was
Editha but it is not certain
whether she was Egbert‟s
daughter or granddaughter.
Over the next 200 years the
abbey prospered, mainly
thanks to generous gifts from
relatives of the nuns most of
whom came from wealthy
families. In 1090 the nuns
moved to nearby Oldbury and
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moved back in 1139 into a
restored and expanded abbey.
The new stone buildings
consisted of a new church
gatehouse an infirmary, forge,
dormitories and bakehouse.
They also had gardens for
growing their own vegetables
and medicinal herbs. It also
had a fishery and water mill on
the river which was also used
by villagers. The gatehouse
was used as a school, which
taught the children of
noblemen. It soon developed a
very high reputation and it‟s
fame spread even to the
continent where it was known
as the “English School”.
The Abbey continued to
prosper for several more
centuries up until the reign of
Henry VIII and the dissolution
of the monasteries. However
Polesworth was granted
exemption from dissolution
mainly due to the fact that the
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school which by now had a
very good reputation had thirty
to forty pupils. Exemption was
granted in January 1537 for a
fee of £50. But only two years
later the Abbess voluntarily
surrendered the abbey.
Something had happened to
cause a decline as only
fourteen nuns then remained.

launched funded by the
National Lottery and the
Country Houses Foundation to
completely restore this ancient
building. The project now
complete, members of the
public are able to walk around
the interior which was not
possible before.

The digs have been funded by
a £50,000 Heritage Lottery
Fund grant and
Northamptonshire Archaeology
appointed to carry out the
project. They asked for
volunteers and about 150
people turned up to offer their
services. Before starting work
the volunteers were given

A further dig was carried out
two years ago and extensive
remains of the medieval abbey
and cloisters were found. It
seemed there was more
archaeology to be found and so
in August of this year, the first
of two five week digs
commenced; the next one is to
be carried out next summer.

training by the professionals
and they worked
enthusiastically for the next five
weeks. There was so much
interest in the digs that public
tours of the site were arranged.
The dig covered a large area to
the west of the vicarage and
five smaller areas including the
mound in the churchyard.

In 1544 Henry VIII sold the
village to Henry Goodere who,
following the abbey‟s decline,
had most of it demolished and
built Polesworth Hall on the site
using the stone from the
demolished buildings.* The
Abbey Church remains and
continues to be used by the
villagers.
In 1999 archaeologists from
Warwick Museum with the
support of English Heritage
began digging in the grounds of
the abbey. It was part of a
restoration programme as at
that time the ancient buildings
were considered to be at risk.
The archaeologists were
seeking to uncover parts of the
medieval monastery where the
nuns walked between the
church and the other buildings.
An important part of this project
was to rebuild the remains of
an ancient wall.
After this work was completed
a party from NNWFHS visited
Polesworth and were shown
around the abbey and the
rebuilt wall now in the garden
of the vicarage, by Father
Phillip Wells vicar of
Polesworth.
The gatehouse, known as the
“Nunnery Gateway” still exists
today. In the 1960s it was
converted into flats and many
of the original beams and other
features were covered up.
Then in 2009 a project was
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There were many interesting
finds, coins, pottery and bones.
Even a skeleton was
discovered which was thought
to be part of the nun‟s
cemetery and so this was not
removed but reburied. Rather
disappointingly the mound was
found to contain only rubble.
Coverage of the dig can be
found on YouTube
“DigTheAbbey”

No.

Name

2011-38

Mr Ronald William
Malabon
Mr David Hall
Mrs June Parker

2011-39

Ms Pat Houlton

2011-40

Mr Barrie Hart

2011-41

Mrs Margaret Shone
Mr Frank & Mrs Janet
Price
Mrs Helen Jones

2011-36
2011-37

2011-42
2011-43

No.
2011-41
2011-39
2011-41
2011-41
2011-42
2011-38
2011-38
2011-40
2011-40
2011-37
2011-42
2011-40
2011-38
2011-43
2011-43
2011-43
2011-43
2011-43
2011-36
2011-40
2011-40
2011-30
2011-40
2011-42
2011-42
2011-42
2011-37
2011-39
2011-39

So interest continues into the
ancient history of Polesworth,
but over the centuries of course
the history of Polesworth
changed completely,
particularly with the advent of
coal mining, canals and
railways. But more of that
another time.....
Sources used:
A New Look at Polesworth History
by Jean Wood

www.polesworthparish.co.uk/history
Atherstone Herald

*In his book, A Chapter in the
Early Life of Shakespeare
(1926), Arthur Gray suggests that
William Shakespeare was
educated at Polesworth and that
he spent some of his early years
as a Page or Tutor in the
household of Sir Henry Goodere,
at Polesworth Hall.
Ed.

‘Phone No

Address

e-mail

20 Langdale Road, Bramhall, Stockport, SK7 1DL

0161 4395387

ronmalabon@hotmail.co.uk

39 Thanet Lee Close, Cliviger, Burnley, BB10 4TX
12 Conwy Close, Nuneaton, CV11 4FS
47 Theodore Drive, Mississanga, Ontario, Canada
L5MIE5
70 Bakewell Road, Hazel Grove, Stockport, Cheshire SK7
6JU
47 Grassington Drive, Nuneaton, Warwickshire CV11 6WP
Kingfisher Cottage, 181 Weddington Road, Nuneaton, War.
CV10 0EG
7 Auckland Close, Maidenhead, Berkshire SL6 8QB

01282 459498
02476 734601

davidb.hall@talktalk.net
parkerjune@hotmail.com

905 858 1149

brian.houlton072@sympatico.ca

01625 873025

barrie.hart1@ntlworld.com

02476 372804

maggieshone@hotmail,com

02476 383168

franet.price@yahoo.co.uk

01628 636142

helen_gplus@hotmail.com

Interest Name
Baker
Boon
Chater
Cockerham
Cockerham
Fulleylove
Fulleylove
Gibbs
Gutteridge
Hall
Illsley
Jacques
Killpack
Kington
Kington
Lathbury
Lathbury
Lathbury
Mallabone
Matthews
Miller
Parker
Parker
Perry
Price
Scott
Simpson
Wagstaff
Warner

Parish/ Town
Bedworth
Bedworth
Bedworth
Nuneaton
Polesworth
Atherstone
Fenny Drayton
Bedworth
Bedworth
Bedworth
Tamworth
Bedworth
Nuneaton
Leicester
Rotherham
Bedworth
Chilvers Coton
Griff
Bulkington
Bedworth
Bedworth
Bedworth
Bedworth
West Bromwich
Wooton
Mareham-le-Fen
Nuneaton
Bedworth
Bedworth

County
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
STS
WAR
WAR
LEI
WRY
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WOR
OXF
LIN
WAR
WAR
WAR
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Period
Pre 1926
Pre 1871
ALL
ALL
ALL
1750 - 1850
1750 - 1850
1700+
1700+
Pre 1800
Pre 1900
1700+
ALL
1860 - 1875
1860 - 1875
1850 - 1950
1850 - 1950
1850 - 1950
Pre 1840
1700+
1700+
Pre 1871
1700+
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1824
Pre 1871
Pre 1871

NEW MEMBERS
Above and left Contact details for members
who have joined since the
last Journal was published,
and their surname interests.
For the full list of members
and their interests see the
2012 edition of Members‟
Interests.
CHANGE OF ADDRESS
Linda Bowden No 2011-13
can be contacted c/o 187
Long St. Atherstone, CV9
1AH
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Nuneaton and North
Warwickshire Family
History Society
Journal
Polesworth Abbey Church

The bridge at Polesworth
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