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Editorial
After the doom and gloom of
the budget I can at least offer
you something to look forward
to – our third North
Warwickshire family and local
history day on 12th May. This
year it will be held at Wolvey. If
you have not been to Wolvey it
is a beautiful village, and the
pubs are good too! (Well I had
to have a reconnaissance visit.)
Let us hope the current
unseasonably warm and sunny
weather can be persuaded to
reappear on the day. Full
details on page seven.
The article in the last Journal
mentioning the Nuneaton
photographer C A Hicks
prompted an email from Victor
Welland of Newark,
Nottingham –
I contact you with regard to the
mention of photographer C A
Hicks at the end of the very
interesting piece on the Baum
family in the latest issue of the
Journal.
CECIL ARTHUR HICKS is listed
as a photographer at 32 Fitton
Street in a directory of 1924 and
as a photographer at 51 Coton

Road in a directory of 1933. On
the 1911 census he is resident in
Nuneaton aged 13 although I have
not seen the census to glean
further information. I think Peter
Lee will be interested to add the
name to his file on Nuneaton
photographers.

I have also received a letter in
praise of Ancestry. Sheila

Carter (member 2006-09) writes Just a note in reply to the
information regarding accessing
Warwickshire parish registers in
Ancestry, in the January Journal.
............... For a long time I have
had a brick wall of not finding the
marriage of my 3x great
grandparents, William Beeby and
Sarah Leasley, lifelong residents
of Bulkington.
So I had a look, with not much
hope of success. Lo and behold I
found the marriage in 1823
(correct to birth of first child in
Bulkington), in Holy Trinity
Coventry! The index gave William
Baby and Sarah Leavsley. Must
be them I thought, rubbish
indexing. No, the image I printed
clearly says William Baby and
Sarah Leavsley. Bingo! And three
cheers for the Warwickshire
accent. William was an
Ag. Lab., but Sarah was

a silk weaver, now Coventry
makes sense, and a brick wall
broken down thanks to Ancestry.
The moral of the tale being, keep
looking and don’t knock Ancestry
too hard.

NOTE The Registration of
Births Deaths and Marriages
(Fees) (Amendment) Order
2012 which was laid before
Parliament on 9th March
increases the local fees for
birth, marriage and death
certificates from £9 to £10 from
the First of April (and no, it’s
not an April fool joke).
Certificates from GRO remain
at £9.25. For an e-petition
requesting cheaper uncertified
copies for genealogical
research see
http://epetitions.direct.gov.uk
/petitions/1792
In the Republic of Ireland you
can ask for an uncertified copy
from Roscommon (their version
of GRO) for €4 so such a
provision in the UK could give
considerable savings for family
historians.

New CD! Hatched, Matched and dispatched
in Wolvey to be launched on 12th May at
Wolvey (see page seven).
A transcription taken from the parish registers for
the church of St John the Baptist, Wolvey, and
checked against the Bishops’ Transcripts where
these were available.
Baptisms & Births: 1st January 1752 to 12th April
1911 [2708 entries]. Where date of birth is given in
the register, it is shown in the transcription.
Marriages & Banns: 28 January 1752 to 26th April
1911 [964 entries]
Burials: 6th February to17th May 1911. [1801
entries] Some death dates are also given.
This CD includes those burials previously
published by NNWFHS as an index - but the
material has been reworked, checked and has
additional details and marginalia added from the
registers.
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Chairman’s Report
It is heartening to find that
so many small individual
groups of family
researchers are setting up
locally. The latest at
Baddesley Ensor. I actively
encourage this sort of thing.
Some years ago when
Coleshill Civic Society
decided to go into family
history a group of
committee members travelled
over to Coleshill and met up
with them and Bob Butler
carried on helping out over
there for a number of years. I
was invited to give a slide show
to a small works group of
genealogists at the Motor
Industry Research
Establishment at Lindley. There
were only about 10 of them and
it was great to see such
enthusiasm. A group has set
up in Bedworth too. I read in
the Sunday Times back in 2009
that the modern leisure concept
of being stuck in front of the
computer day in day out was
starting to pall. People just
wanted to go out and socialise,
and be entertained in the old
fashioned way. Literary
societies, local interest groups,
knitting clubs, wine groups
were starting up all over the
place, it was a new phenomena
sweeping the nation. Small
gatherings of people all over
the place spending a couple of
hours together each week or
month just to break the
monotony of everyday life. In
the company of other like
minded people. Small
individual groups of
researchers like this is the
answer to the tedium of sitting
at home. My hope is that one
day virtually every town and
village in North Warwickshire
will have these little groups and

I will be only too willing to help
anyone set one up if needed
and share my modest
expertise, and if you start one I
will happily come over and
provide a free slide show to
bolster the numbers and
generate a bit of revenue. Its
great fun and makes our hobby
some much more interesting
when you can discuss your
interests in an informal way.
This does not distract from
what we are doing as a Society
because we supply a raft of
services which are vital to your
family researches. Web site,
newsletter, publications,
indexes, and ability to network
over a wider area with a large
number of member’s interests
are a vital part of your family
history portfolio.
Even within the society our
research centre at the Chilvers
Coton Heritage Centre is a
small individual grouping in
itself and mirrors this concept
of a small number of people
coming together not just to do
their research but to socialise
and have a pleasant couple of
hours away from the chores.
We have, of course, been
doing this ourselves elsewhere
with our library help sessions
but in a more formal
atmosphere, as tea making and
cake sharing facilities are
frowned upon in libraries.
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So here is the
challenge. If you live
locally and would like to
set up a small individual
group of researchers in
your community I will
happily come along and
give you the benefit of
my experience. It
might not just be one
group it may be two or
three in an area. For
example some people
find it difficult to travel at night,
but are happy to travel during
the day. Others work so prefer
to go out at night. In this case
two small groups could be set
up. Some businesses which
employ a lot of people (MIRA
was a good example) and a
few share our hobby interest
then they might be able to meet
on an evening or a week-end at
the business itself (with the
employer’s consent, of course).
Senior citizens homes and
sheltered accommodation may
bring together a few people
who are inclined to enjoy an
evening with family history.
The most important thing from
my point of view is that you are
getting the best from your
hobby, and being able to
socialise and discuss things
with other people, which is so
necessary. Trends move on.
The family history hobby is not
static. We are being overtaken
on a daily basis by Ancestry
and other big providers of
research information but they
cannot provide you with the
ability to relax in a social
atmosphere of shared interests
and above all find
entertainment in our pursuits.
As a Society we are there to
provide back up and support to
our members, so that will be
the benefit to you.
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THE GAS MAN CALLETH by PETER LEE

Years ago Nuneaton must
have been the smelliest place
in Warwickshire. Its local gas
works fizzed away in the town
centre manufacturing gas for
our lighting, cooking and
heating requirements. I
remember my old Granny
saying when I had a cold as a
child. “Don’t rub Vic on your
chest nip down the gas works
and take in big lung fulls that’ll
clear your sinuses”. Whether I
did so or not I cannot
remember it has been too long
ago, its strange how I recall her
helpful advice though. After all
my old Granny died in 1957!

Helps senior (1864-1952) and
junior (1889-1952). The Helps
family were expert gas
engineers. Apart from providing
the fuel which lit our gas
mantles, cooked our food or
heated our water they also sold
the appliances which went with
it so their local sales
representative travelled the
town in the thirties soliciting
orders for all those old
fashioned bits of equipment
housewives needed, gas
cookers, fires, and gas lit
gadgets which made life that
little bit more convenient for us
all.

This is an advert I discovered
some years back which
illustrated a van owned by the
Nuneaton Gas Company in its
heyday under the expert
tutelage of Messrs. George

I can remember the old lady
who lived next door to us never
having electricity fitted. Her
entire house was lit by gas and
she had a coal fire in her living
room. I also remember the
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enormous mangle she had in
the gloomy kitchen, not to
mention the dolly tub and
scrubbing board, cast iron
range, copper and thrawl in the
freezing cold pantry etc.
Kitchens in those days always
had a peculiar damp musty
smell about them, a
combination of old moisture
sticking to painted brickwork,
mixed with carbolic soap, OMO
soap powder and peoples
smalls hanging near the grate
to dry. I digress!
If anyone can remember this
van or has an appliance
purchased from Nuneaton Gas
Works I would be very pleased
to hear from them.
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NUNEATON WORKHOUSE
MEMORIES
By David Rule
The article in the January 2012
Journal reporting the visit to
Southwell Workhouse prompts
me to write; as part of
recording my own family history
I visited Southwell Workhouse
a few months ago to try and
understand the experience of
living in Nuneaton Workhouse.
My great grandfather William
Rule lied about his age to join
the Royal Field Artillery in 1870
age 16 and served 10 years
overseas in India and
Afghanistan. After 12 years
service he returned to England,
married his first cousin from
Sandon, Hertfordshire and
joined the Midland Railway.
The family lived at Aston Road
Nuneaton and William worked
as a Goods Shed Foreman at
Nuneaton Station. He
transferred to Hinckley Station
where he did not get on with Mr
Sefton, the Station Master, and
he was moved to Sheffield. For
health reasons he was moved
back to Nuneaton and died of
TB shortly afterwards age 37.
William left a widow, Mary Ann
Rule, and four sons aged under
seven, including my own
grandfather Harry Rule.
Poor Mary Ann Rule had
previously been an inmate at
Hatton Mental Asylum and
following her husband’s death
was readmitted there 13 times;
she died there in 1927. When
she was taken to the Asylum
her sons were taken into the
College for the Poor Chilvers
Coton Workhouse; on seven
occasions they were there over

the Christmas period.
Grandfather Harry wrote some
memoirs and included his
experiences of the life in the
Workhouse.
“The first night we went in we
had tea in a Women’s ward
and during the meal a poor
woman had an epileptic fit, her
legs kicked up under the table
and over went the tin mugs of
tea. We children were
permanently housed in a
building which was once used
as a school but the school was
now closed (a few books and
things were still in some
cupboards) but we along with
some other child inmates went
out each day to
Chilvers Coton Public day
School.
Each morning as we marched
through the big entrance hall
(of the Workhouse) the officials
were lined up in front of several
Acts of Parliament, headed The
Pauper Act, and we all had to
salute by saying “Good
Morning Mam, Good Morning
Sir, Good Morning Nurse,
Good Morning Porter. Our
clothes were “Dickensian”
corduroy with a “Scotch” type
hat with two black ribbons
hanging down the back. This
improved later when a very
nice Master Plumber became a
Guardian: he introduced tweed
clothes and scrapped the hat.
I well remember the great
freeze up of 1895, this nice and
Christian man came and took
us lads along the frozen canal
for slides.
Now for life in the Workhouse:all food was weighed out, the
tea was served in tin mugs
(hardly any sugar or milk), we
usually had “skilley” for
breakfast, also in tin mugs. It
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was badly cooked with lumps
of oatmeal not mixed up but in
lumps as big as small eggs, but
there was an explanation. The
Head Cook was not in
possession of all his faculties
(but a good worker). he was an
inmate with a brother who was
much worse than him.
We lads used to watch for the
bell in the tower to begin
rocking (we could not hear it so
far away). Then one of the
women inmates who looked
after us went up to the
cookhouse to fetch the meals
in a wooden tray and we lads
met her as soon as she
entered our yard (this had 8’
walls all around) when we each
took a can to help her. Suet
pudding was a regular (with
lumps about 1/2 inch square)
and just a promise of treacle on
it. The potatoes were never
peeled and the meat
throughout the year was salted
red meat. The exception was
Christmas day when we had
peeled potatoes and roast
fresh beef.
There was a beautiful fruit and
vegetable garden, we children
were allowed round it once a
year but forbidden to pick any
fruit from the tempting trees.
One of the Workhouse doctors
kindly brought two kites for my
eldest brother Charlie and me
and we were allowed out into a
field that we saw every day
through our iron framed
windows. A minor tragedy
struck, our two kite tails got
tangled and we fell out (ie
argued) and we were punished
for this. I was sent to the
Oakum Picking Shop. I did not
have to pick the oakum but was
given short pieces of rope
about 10” long to beat out for
the inmates before they picked
it.”
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Grandfather Harry Rule left
school young and worked long
hours delivering paraffin for oil
merchants. At age 14 he
started his apprenticeship at
Hall & Phillips where he was
already working in the packing
department shaking out
newspapers ready to pack hats
into crates. He joined the
Church Lads’ Brigade at St
Nicolas Church. After he had
finished his apprenticeship he
left Nuneaton to work for an
engineering company in

Gloucester. He eventually
settled in Southampton where
he had a family and was a
successful businessman with
his own engineering company.
There is no doubt in my mind it
was his experiences as a child
in the Workhouse which drove
Grandfather to the success he
made of his life.
In November 2011 I visited
Nuneaton for the first time. The
home 11 Aston Road appears

to have been demolished but
other rented homes in Charles
Street and Borttrill Street are
still there. Visiting the Chilvers
Coton Heritage Centre which
used to be the school was a
moving experience. Sadly the
gravestone for great
grandparents William and Mary
Ann Rule at Oaston Road
Cemetery was removed some
years ago, presumably
because uncared for and
unsafe.

The 3rd North Warwickshire Family & Local History Day
Organised and hosted by: Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society

Saturday 12th May : 10am—4pm at Wolvey Village Hall
In centre of village—B4065 & B4019 meet at roundabouts. Turn into The Square and Hall is on right, opposite
garage. Please park at Bulls Head - reasonably priced lunches are available there.
St John the Baptist Church & the Baptist Chapel will be open 10am-4pm—all are most welcome to visit.

Come and meet family and local history groups with interests in and adjoining north
Warwickshire including:
Friends of Atherstone Heritage
Birmingham & Midland Society for Genealogy and Heraldry
Guild of One-Name Studies (GOONS)
Hinckley Local History Group & Museum
NNWFHS general displays
Publications Sales
Help Desks
An opportunity to visit help desks; sample data available; exchange ideas and purchase from the
many publications that will be on sale, including our new CD Hatched, Matched and Despatched in
Wolvey.
Family Trees: Bring along "your work in progress" - but make sure your contact details are shown on
it. Doesn't need to be a work of art! This is opportunity to make contact with others investigating the
same families, or who happen to marry in to a branch.

Period dress encouraged—though not essential!
Admission to the hall - £2. Tea/coffee available.
Donations at church and chapel welcomed
Further details: www.nnwfhs.org.uk

A great day out for all.
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Digital enhancement of old photographs
By David Sidwell
There’s a wonderful book by
David Eagleman called “Sum –
Tales From The Afterlives.” In it
there are these infinitely sad
words:
“There are three deaths. The
first is when the body ceases to
function. The second is when
the body is consigned to the
grave. The third is that moment,
sometime in the future, when
your name is spoken for the
last time.”

Having images from 100 years
ago is a privilege, but when you
look at them critically some are
in quite bad shape, needing
work to bring out the best in
them. Some are too dark, some
too light, some are black and
white and some are sepia,
some have big scratches or
blotches on them, and many
have torn edges and creases.
Here’s a perfect example.

In a previous Journal, I
described finding the book
my Grandfather wrote of his
life, and the pleasures (and
trials !) of getting the text
digitised and edited. As part
of this effort, I collected
hundreds of photographs,
news clippings, and family
stories, and hopefully,
delayed the final deaths of
my ancestors for a little while
longer.
This article focuses on the
process processing old
photos. Probably the most
joyful part of all family history
is meeting all your relatives,
collecting the family
photographs, hearing the old
stories and lots of new ones.
But quite rightly, some people
won’t let you take their old
photos away, so I ended up
taking my laptop and
printer/scanner round the
houses, scanning them in as I
went. But that’s not the end of
it: in the final version of the
book we wanted to include 94
photos and copies of
newspaper clippings. Getting
these in shape was a lot more
work than expected.

This is May Clarke, George’s
sister. May Clarke was on the
stage for a while, then ran the
Black Swan pub in
Stockingford. In her final years
she was housekeeper for
Nuneaton Mayor Tut Moore in
Manor Court Road.
The software for processing
images used by professional
photographers is Adobe
Photoshop, but the full version
costs over £1000. I use Corel
Paint Shop Pro, which is a
copycat product, not as sleek
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and capable, but does
everything an amateur needs
for £80. Just one caveat,
though: you do need a
reasonably powerful PC to run
it - at least 2GHz processor
with 1GB main memory. Less
than this and it will run
slooooooooooooow. You have
been warned.
I ended up with five standard
tasks when tidying up the
pictures.
Scanning: I set the
scanner to capture only
black and white images.
Yes, it lost the lovely sepia
tint of some of the shots,
but these ranged from
bright orange to nearly
uniform grey, which
wouldn’t have looked that
good. And I later learned
that a mix of black and
white and sepia is much
more difficult to print on
demand: not only do the
printing machines have
automated contrast
settings, but also the
images on a PC are stored
in RGB (red-green-blue)
colour format. Publishing on
demand involves converting
your manuscript into a pdf, and
requires images in CMYK
(cyan-magenta-yellow-black)
format. Saving in pure black
and white sidesteps the whole
issue.
Cropping: Use the Crop tool to
select the area of the image
you want to keep, and make
sure it’s level.
Contrast: There is a joyful little
widget called a Histogram tool.
In one simple step, it compares
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the lightest and darkest areas
of each individual photo, and
automatically resets the
contrast. This process often
took our breath away,
producing good images from
pale ghosts, or what looked like
black holes.

handy for areas like May’s arm,
where I had to ‘create’ a
missing area by her wrist.
Sometimes you’re forced to
lose detail: if you compare the
very top of her wonderful hat,
you can see I’ve had to fill in
some areas that I just couldn’t
save.

Once you get into the rhythm of
correcting the photos, it’s good
fun. We had a few very special
moments when you scan in
what looks like a hopeless
case, you correct the contrast,
and a suddenly recognisable
and familiar face appears.
Having done this for all the
images in the book, they
gained a consistency and
clarity that doesn’t detract
from the text, and I’m very
pleased with the outcome,
despite the late nights and
square eyes. It’s amazing to
think that results like this can
be achieved by an amateur
at home. When I enthused
about how good software is
these days, my wife asked
me if I liked my computer
more than her. I didn’t
answer immediately: a fatal
mistake. You’d think after
being married for 32 years,
I’d know better, but
computers really are clever,
aren’t they ?

say Key Hill had been forgotten
for some considerable time by
it’s local government owners.

The Friends have enormous
tasks ahead of them. Key Hill
cemetery now has Grade II*
status, thanks to the efforts of
the Friends. The group
organises monthly tours for
visitors; regular clean-up
sessions; recording of extant
memorials (some are
deteriorating and some were
unfortunately buried by the
council in the 1950s and 60s
when the beautifully designed
mort chapel was also
demolished); recording and
preserving the war memorials –
the list is endless.

Sharpen: The Sharpen tool
increases the sharpness of
the image. Using this on a
relatively soft setting brings
the picture to life without
making it look harsh or false.
Repairing damage and
filling in background: The
Clone tool is a magical piece
of digital technology that
changes the mouse cursor
into a brush and allows you to
copy and paste parts of the
image. In this shot for
example I used the dark area
from the top left of the picture
and ‘painted’ it into the
background. If you have the
time, you can focus right
down into the image, and
correct it pixel by pixel: very

Historic Last Resting
Place
There are two major historic
cemeteries in the centre of
Birmingham – close to the
jewellery quarter – Key Hill &
Warstone Lane. Warstone
Lane opened in 1848 as a
Church of England burial
ground. Key Hill, which
opened earlier in 1836, was
noted as a burial place for nonconformists – you may well find
ancestors laid to rest there
from outside Birmingham. Both
cemeteries now come under
the control of the Birmingham
Council after the original
commercial operators went out
of business. In fact you could

The Friends of Key Hill and
Warstone Lane Cemeteries
[FKWC] is a not-for-profit
volunteer organisation formed
in 2004 by a small group
concerned at the visible
deterioration of the cemeteries
and alarmed at the potential
loss of an important part of
Birmingham’s heritage. The
group’s main objectives
encompass refurbishment,
maintenance and preservation
of the cemeteries. However,
they also work to inform and
educate the public.
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There are some architecturally
distinctive memorials – along
with burials of some
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distinguished individuals.
Alfred BIRD – yes, Bird’s
custard; Joseph
CHAMBERLAIN; a number of
Birmingham’s leading brewers
and some ladies ahead of their
time (Harriet MARTINEAU and
Marie BEAUCLERC to name
two). The monument for the
COX family of Hockley Brewery
includes two of our forebears
who married sons of the
brewery founder. An
interesting feature at Key Hill
are the plots where the poor
were buried – these are not
pauper graves, but burials
which were seven shillings and
sixpence. The mass graves
have memorial stones which
record those who could afford
the extra five shillings to have
their name displayed. The
catacombs, now sealed, are a
feature of the site.
The basic burial register details
for Key Hill have been indexed
by BMSGH and made available
on Find My Past. It was via
this listing that two members of
NNWFHS recently solved the
last resting place of one very

elusive family attachment. His
baptism at Hinckley - and now
his burial place – are confirmed
and many thanks are due to
the Friends for their information
enabling the grave to be
located. Unfortunately, his was
one of the stones “laid to rest”
by the council some 50 years
ago. Research soon found
other members of the extended
family were also buried at Key
Hill – family members who had
roots in Staffordshire,
Warwickshire and
Worcestershire! A walk around
the cemetery was enlightening
– the place may be beside the
Metro tramline, busy road and
in centre of city, but a few
yards from the road and you
would think you were in a rural
setting. One grave was
spotted “of Atherstone”
demonstrating the wide area
drawn to this last resting place
for those with non-conformist
beliefs.
Anyone can join the Friends –
a visit to their website will
produce a joining form - your
subscription would be welcome
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to help their work. If you find
you do have ancestors buried
at the cemetery, the Friends
will help you locate the site of
the grave. If you do have help
from the Friends – or from any
volunteer group - remember to
put something back to help with
their work. If you happen to
live close enough, an extra pair
of hands is always welcome on
project days, too!
However, all family historians
with a connection to a burial at
the cemeteries can help the
Friends by providing
information about their
ancestor – which is then made
available in the Pen Room
Museum. Articles about some
of the “characters” appear in
their periodic newsletter.
These Birmingham cemeteries
are well worth your exploration
– the monuments alone are
worth a stroll around on a
clement day. See website
www.fkwc.org/index.html
Jacqui Simkins & Hilary
Hodgkins
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A note on the Monks Kirby parish register
By David Spencer Member No 2007-35
I have recently been
researching family members
whose names are recorded in
the Monks Kirby register. Most
readers will now be aware that
reproductions of the original
pages of some Warwickshire
parish registers are now
available on ancestry.com .
This has many advantages for
the family historian. The use of
modern photographic methods
ensures the images are very
clear. They can be increased
in size on a computer and it
is convenient to be able to
work at home on the images.
Above all the database is
searchable, which saves a
great deal of time when
looking for a particular family
member. It seems likely that,
as parish registers
increasingly appear on the
internet, the days of peering
at blurry images on micro
film or microfiche at far
distant record offices may
soon be over.
The earliest register for
Monks Kirby that is available
covers the years 1649 to
1677. This volume was
started by the incumbent
Richard Martin who during
these Commonwealth years of
Oliver Cromwell, referred to
himself as “the minister”.

Primary sources online
Once our family history
research is back to the first
quarter of the 19th century, we
rely heavily on local records for
evidence. The main players
will be the records of the parish

Although there are earlier
entries (that had been copied
in) he seems to have started in
earnest in November 1653 and
it is clearly a labour of love. He
was something of a
calligrapher and all his entries
are beautifully and clearly
inscribed. He often adds
additional information which is
so useful to the researcher. He
includes the following verse : –

If any one desire to looke;
And know the subject of this booke,
Here find who borne, and who baptized,
Next honor’d Marriage, so high prized
And see who buried were in grownd,
All which within this booke is found.
The day, the moneth, and eke the yeare,
Yow have it all recorded here.
This booke was made for Mounkes Kerbie
In Sixteeen hundred fiftie three
And (as I very well remember)
Begin the eighth day of November.
One churchwarden Edward Johnson.
Another, William Boddington.
By Richard Martin minister,
Sworne and appointed Register.
Wherein their names enrol’d may be
In booke of life eternallie.

Richard starts each section
with a quote from the bible.
“But rather rejoyce because
church, plus any local
dissenting chapel records that
have survived.
The records of the religious
bodies, particularly the
established church – the
Church of England – are an
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your names are written in
Heaven” for the baptisms.
“Marriage is honorable in all,
and the bed undefiled. But
whoremongers and adulterers
God will judge.” for the
marriages. Finally he quotes
“For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose againe: even so
them also which sleepe in
Jesus, will God bring with him.”
for the burial section.
In 1659 Richard
Martin sadly notes in
the burials “Anne the
wife of Richard
Martin minister of
this parish was
buried the 27th day
of November having
bene married to her
husband 50 years
and 11 days”. His
final entry in the
register was made in
December 1660.
Unfortunately his
successor was less
enthusiastic about
the record. His
entries are bland, in
Latin, and not so
neatly written. He
records on
1661 “ Richardus Martin cleric,
sepult fuit vitesimo nono die
sept 1661.”

essential resource. In England
prior to 1837, it was the
established church’s records
that formed the basis of proof
of your existence - your ‘rights’.
For your research, you should
view the original, contemporary
document, or an image of it:
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this is a “primary” source.
These records are your proof;
they can be very informative –
though some, it has to be said,
can be short on detail.
I have hunted through parish
registers on film, fiche and - on
rare occasions when I could
convince staff that the
microform was illegible/had a
page missing – an actual
parish register. I have spent
many hours noting instances of
family surnames as I work
backwards through a register to
then be thwarted as they
disappear with no hint of
where…so the slow and
frustrating hunt through
adjacent parishes commences.
Most of my lines enjoyed
hopping from parish to parish,
some moved only yards, but
that meant not just another
parish, but another county and
occasionally also another
diocese…and more
repositories to be visited! If
they could disappear, they did.
For some areas, entries on the
IGI (International Genealogical
Index) help locate parishes but
much of my ancestry lies in
Cheshire – the diocese of
Chester’s material was largely
excluded from the IGI until the
past year or so. But hunting
through the primary sources is
something you have to do for
your research to be based on
recorded fact.
Over the years I have spent
many long evenings in far-flung
accommodation just waiting for
archives to open next day so I
can return to my searches. Not
so long ago, this was the only
way of accessing both census
and parish material other than
hiring films at a local LDS
Family History Centre. When
Cheshire Record Office
launched its tithe maps and

apportionments online I was in
genealogical heaven – at home
I could happily trawl to my
heart’s content! My family
members crop up with a
cottage, a few acres or
occasionally a relevant acreage
and even some rare instances
of land ownership. The
mapping is wonderful – you
can view a section of a tithe
map in one window with the
Ordnance Survey equivalent
alongside! When Warwick RO
put its tithe material online I
was so disappointed that it was
only the apportionments – you
have to visit the RO to view the
maps to see exactly where
your forebears were within the
parish…but you do get to see
the original and often beautiful
map!
Cheshire and Warwickshire
Record Offices have recently
made commercial agreements
with providers for their parish
material, registers in particular,
to be accessible in image
format online. These are
generally for pre-1910 and are
not complete for all parishes.
When the Cheshire holdings
went online with Find My Past I
wondered if they really would
better enable research than
manual searches through
records. The “full” subscription
with FMP provides access £109.95/yr. Electoral records,
poor law, wills, etc will all
eventually be included. The
indexing has generally been
acceptable for post-1800 times
– though instances of a clearly
written OAKES being indexed
as BAKER were unhelpful.
However, indexing of early
records has left me bewildered;
the constantly evolving
surname of the SKERRATTs
proved beyond finding (even in
the PRs where I’d found them
when using microfilm)! The
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method of access on Find My
Past means you need to
search for a name, with or
without parish or date
stipulated – you cannot look at
a particular parish register and
work through it.
However, one myth was soon
unearthed – and a branch of
the tree lopped off to be
reattached elsewhere! Gt-gt
grandfather Charles claimed,
on both his marriages, that his
father was Thomas. I had
located the baptisms of his
supposed siblings all born and
baptised in Lower Peover, but
no Charles ‘son of Thomas’
around 1827 (age evidence
from various sources all
tallied). In one long session on
Find My Past I was able to be
95% sure that “my” Charles is
in fact the son of Catharine
who, up till my decision being
taken, was supposed to be one
of his older sisters. The
baptism, at Lower Peover, was
for son of Catharine, ‘servant of
Plumley’ – no hint of father, or
confirmation that he was
illegitimate. Reconstituting the
family and working out the time
between each baptism helped
my evidence – Charles didn’t fit
the pattern, but then neither
does Eliza baptised in 1831
(was she really a very late baby
of Thomas?)! Charles was a
live-in servant in 1841, but
once Charles, or his wife, was
providing information to the
enumerators, his place of birth
was occasionally given as
Plumley rather than Peover. I
was able to do in a few hours
what would take a day trawling
through films and fiche - and
incur cost of travel to do so.
The origins of gtx4 grandfather
Thomas are not confirmed so
the brick wall is not totally
demolished…yet!
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So, how did I fare using the
Warwickshire registers that are
online with Ancestry.co.uk? To
access the Warwickshire
Collection on Ancestry, you
need to have the Premium or
the Worldwide level of
subscription (£107.40 or more
depending on payment
method). Searches have
frequently been hampered by
either nothing found, or a load
of finds that bear little or no
resemblance to the search
criteria first entered. However,
on Ancestry you can access
the Warwickshire collection by
parish, and then by date
batches – you then work
through the pages of the
register as you would on
microfilm or fiche. However, be
very mindful that there are
some pages from one parish
mixed up with another! For
post-1813 baptisms and
burials, watch that the preprinted entry numbers are
consecutive; marriage registers
from 1754 first had numbers
added by the incumbent (often
unreliable!) but later ones have
pre-printed numbers.
Again in Warwickshire there
are instances of some items
being unfound despite my
having seen them in the
original registers – one can
only surmise that a page or two
were missed in scanning.
[Remember, there are two
Exhalls in Warwickshire, and
both churches are St Giles –
makes sure the local hamlets
named are for the Exhall you
need.] Searching page-bypage through a register does
make family reconstitution
more easily achieved – and
reconstitution is essential when
you have several families in a
parish with the same surname!
This method would suit my
research in Mobberley,

Cheshire but that is on FMP
where I have to use the
surname indexes…and my
forebears in that area share
their surname with most of the
town; I will have to resort to
hiring the film or visiting the
Record Office!
My Warwickshire hunt was
particularly in search of William
BATES. Despite many years
of delving, his origins have
remained unknown. Ancestry
offered thousands of returns for
Warwickshire parish registers
pre-1812; I narrowed it to
“exact”, “soundex” and limited
the years - and got 14 returns.
No Eureka! Was he part of the
extensive BATES clan in the
large ancient parish of
Mancetter? Was his baptism
lost on a piece of paper? Who
knows…though we do know
there are considerable facial
similarities in descendants of
both him and of other BATES
in the parish!
I also use The Genealogist:
subscription packages vary
from £5 for credits, to £78.95
for “Gold” and £149.45 for
“Diamond” [at time of writing,
some discount offers are
available - £40 off “Diamond”].
It has the non-conformist “NonParochial BMDs” held at The
National Archives, fully indexed
and viewable as images. A
good few of my forebears were
dissenters of one sort of
another, so I have found
entries in these records
including that of David OWEN
in 1808 which was a gem
stating he was currently of
Llanboidy, Carmarthenshire –
something noted on his
gravestone in Brewood,
Staffordshire many years later.
TG also has access to images
of the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury wills (pre-1858 for
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basically southern half of
England including
Warwickshire) – this has been
a huge help to my research.
When you consider that each
will would be £3.50 if
purchased separately, you
don’t need to look at many
before your subscription is
earning its way. I look at wills
for others in a parish, as well
as those of the family name
because leads or links can crop
up in unexpected places.
The developments in online
access certainly can help
facilitate family history
research, but you do need
access to several online
providers and that means
several subscriptions. No
hobby is ever free!! Using
parish registers online can
save buying GRO certificates,
currently £9 each, particularly
for marriages. The library
services have access to usually
one provider, and in
Warwickshire it is Ancestry. At
the Warwick Record Office you
can use the Warwickshire
Collection online for free, but in
the libraries, you pay per halfhour session – and half-anhour is NOT sufficient to get
into things! At £2/half-hour,
you will not need too many
research sessions before it is
cheaper to have your own
subscription for access at
home. Staffordshire Libraries
also have Ancestry and, for
now, use of computers remains
free for library members.
For me, online access saves
me much in time but
particularly saves in travel
costs. When I first drafted this
short article, I was far more in
praise of online access than I
now find myself after a series
of nil returns, incorrectly
indexed entries and simply
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non-existent pages. I will still
need to visit the record offices
particularly to access older
registers (where the indexing
seems frustratingly unreliable
and scanning a tad hit-andmiss) and for lesser-used
series of documents which are
not online – and the cost of
doing this soon mounts up with
over 140-mile round trips for a
day of research in Cheshire,
and nearly 70 miles to get to
Warwick and back!

Find My Past has just
announced that the
“Canterbury Cathedral
Collection” (city of Canterbury
and East Kent) registers and
material are going on line this
spring. The coming months
may see other Record Offices
entering into commercial
arrangements to put their mostused collections online – let’s
hope that they stick with one of
the main subscription sites.
Keep an eye on websites for

announcements - Staffordshire
has been “in discussions”.

The Palace Pleasure
Gardens

more modest scale. It was
designed to be that magical
place where you could take
your girl friend for a potter
around the garden and then
overwhelmed by the ambience
of it all, propose. That was as
good as it got for courting
couples in late 19th and early
20th century Nuneaton. This
town was that sort of place.
Your expectations were
decidedly limited and your
pleasures came in small
packages.

Later on, of course, someone
realised that it made more
sense to encourage romantic
feelings by being able to
provide a suitable atmosphere
seven days a week, twelve
months of the year, by keeping
the amorous couples dry! So
they put a lid on the Palace
Gardens and it became the
Palace Cinema. They could sit
in the back row and hold hands
in comfort from then onwards
and not worry about a rain
shower putting a dampener on
their ardour.

by Peter Lee
You would be hard pressed to
know where this stood today. It
is under the Nuneaton ring
road. At one time you could
pass through the gates on the
right into a fairy tale garden
with the trees strung with fairy
lights. Wax candles flickering in
coloured glass bottles. A bit like
Walsall Arboretum on a much
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But the bottom line is that not
everything you need is on
line…research in our wonderful
record offices and archives will
still be an essential part of
gathering your evidence.
Jacqui Simkins
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As family historians we are not just interested in names and dates, we also want to know
about the person and their life. If there are no aged relatives who can remember the person
in question and can tell us about them this can be difficult. Obituaries in local newspapers
may help. In many cases they are brief, but sometimes you strike gold as in the following
one sent in by Tony Barrs. This is the edited version – the original contained even more
information!

Death of Mr Albert Ward (dd 26
September 1917)

in Nuneaton.

Early Passing of Well-Known
Nuneaton Man.

Mr. Ward came to Nuneaton
from Tamworth. He was the
partner in the firm of Kinson and
Ward, who commenced business
in Nuneaton at the premises in
Newgate Street, now occupied
by Mr.H. Thomsett and
Warwickshire Loan Company.
Subsequently Mr. Ward himself
assumed complete control of the
business, and the connection
grew with remarkable rapidity, so
that Mr. Ward had to relocate to
larger premises, where the
business is at present carried on.

Valued Work for Town and
Nation:
We deeply regret to announce the
death of Mr. Albert Ward, the wellknown auctioneer and estate
agent, which took ;place at his
residence, "St. Olaves." Manor
Court Road, on Wednesday
evening just after six o'clock.
The fatal illness of Mr. Ward
- as it has proved to be has been watched with
anxiety by a large circle of
friends.
Mr. Ward was in his usual good
health prior to going to Matlock for
a few days change before he took
up the work of Food Controller in
Nuneaton. Whilst away at the
Derbyshire holiday resort, Mr.
Ward was taken seriously ill and
had to be brought back to
Nuneaton where it was hoped he
would soon be well again. Last
Sunday week, however, it was
necessary to perform an operation
for appendicitis and this was
done, Dr. Lucas of Birmingham,
being the surgeon working in
conjunction with Drs. A. A. Wood
and E. A. Nason. Complications
ensued and though the operation
was successful for its immediate
purpose, the patient never
recovered ·from events that
transpired afterwards, and the end
was not unexpected.
Mr. Ward was 42 years of age
and he leaves a widow and
three young daughters. His
mother is still alive and resides

MR. WARD'S ACTIVITIES

He became an associate of the
Auctioneers' Institute in the year
1900 by examination, and his
unique ability may be judged from
the fact that he passed qualifying
examination eleventh on the list,
out of a very large number of
entrants. In December 1905 Mr.
Ward was elected a Fellow of the
lnstitute.
Mr. Ward will not soon be
forgotten by the local farmers,
butchers and traders generally
who organised this years great
Red Cross Sale on the Newdegate
Sale Ground. On the Town's
committee he rendered most
excellent service, and those
present at the inaugural meeting,
when he presided, will not need to
be reminded of the enthusiasm he
displayed for the success of the
effort. He did more than preside at
meetings - time, energy, and
money were devoted to the cause.
His remark at the meeting was
typical of the man: "Gentlemen,"
he said, "all you will do on …
(naming the day of the sale), " will
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be to go to your office, open your
letters, and then give the rest of
your day to this work." And the
speaker gave the lead. He was
one of the honourary auctioneers
and worked without ceasing.
As an auctioneer, indeed, Mr.
Ward was most successful, for he
combined in his professional
duties that sense of good humour
and alert repartee that made him
so capable a conductor of sales of
every description.
MUSIC AND POLITICS
Mr. Ward was a lover of good
music and was always to the
forefront when this talent was lent
to any good cause. Mr. Ward was
not only a performing member of
the Nuneaton and District Choral
Society for many season, but he
did a good deal of hard work on
the committee.
In politics, Mr. Ward was a loyal
Unionist, and loved alike by
friend and foe, for he never
displayed the slightest
bitterness, and would not for one
moment obtrude political
opinions to the detriment of
personal friendship. Mr. Ward
was also a churchman of settled
conviction.
MILITARY WORK
Mr. Ward was always impressed
with the seriousness of the
present war, and was never one of
the false prophets who believed it
would be "over in a few months."
He was able, in many directions to
help the great national effort to
secure a lasting peace, and in
April of 1916 when the position of
senior military representative at
the Nuneaton Local Tribunal
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became vacant, Mr. Ward at once
accepted the position that was
offered him by the Southern
Command on April 14th. Mr. Ward
further took all the local cases at
the County Appeal Tribunals,
which first sat at Nuneaton and
then were removed to Coventry.
During the time he was acting in
that capacity, the writer had many
opportunities of conversation and
travel with Mr. Ward, and the
impression left upon one is that he
undertook a duty that he
personally disliked - yet he
counted it a service he could
render his country in the time of
her need, He frequently expressed
the distaste with which he had to
oppose obviously good claims. It
was no surprise, therefore, to the
writer when the whole story of his
and his colleague's resignation of
their appointments on December
8th, 1916, was made public. The
Southern Command wanted more
men, Mr. Ward felt they could not
reasonably be got, and he
declined to continue the work. He
told the tribunal (to use his own
words) : "He had received certain
instructions from headquarters
which if he had carried out, would
have compelled him to take an
unreasonable and arbitrary
attitude before the local Tribunals,
and this he refused to do." The
following remarks of the members
of the Tribunal, including the
Mayor were a sufficient guarantee
of the efficiency and courtesy with
which the work had been
performed. Only those actually
acquainted with him during the
stress of the Appeal work know
the services he gave to the nation.
His office and office staff, and
practically all his time were
devoted to the work, and it was
work, moreover, that would make
most men unpopular. Mr. Ward, in
addition to it all, found time to
attend the drills of the Volunteer

Training Corps, of which he was a
zealous member.
At Wednesday evening's drill,
Captain F. H. Briggs, CO.
referred in feeling terms to the
death of their late member and
the vote of sympathy with the
widow and the family was passed
unanimously. Lieuts. Maddocks
Brown and Morgan also spoke.
FOOD CONTROLLERSHIP
When the scheme for Food
Control came along, about a
month or so ago Mr. Ward was
almost immediately offered the
post of executive officer to the
Nuneaton Borough Committee,
and the public of Nuneaton
reposed entire confidence of Mr.
Ward's proven abilities to see the
thing through fairly. Through his
trying illness he kept in constant
touch with his acting Deputy –
Rev. J Masterson – and was
constant in his enquiries as to the
progress.
The funeral takes place at
Nuneaton Cemetery tomorrow
afternoon, prior to the internment
a service will be held in the Abbey
Church.
ALBERT WARD AN
APPRECIATION
As a colleague of the late Mr.
Albert Ward in the capacity of
Military Representative to the
Nuneaton Tribunal, a word or two
of appreciation will not be deemed
out of place. Having been actively
associated with recruiting in
Nuneaton from the day when the
war was declared, it was a source
of satisfaction to learn that Mr.
Ward had taken up the work in
spite of its natural unpopularity.
Never in the history of a free
country was a more painful duty to
be faced more manfully. He

consented to fill the position In
spite of the knowledge of what
was a stake - professional and
social loss. He was a patriot, and
realised the duty we owed to the
brave men who volunteered in the
early days of the war to save the
Empire. He knew the need for
men, and more men. The military
authorities called for them and the
financial stability of the country
could only maintained by keeping
the industrial life at concert pitch.
He always did his best in both
directions. The position was an
unthankful one, for every case
was a hard one. He was
painstaking and methodical. and
day and nights were spent in
sifting evidence. Every man who
had to join up could point to cases
which they thought were less hard
than-their own.
He was neither unjust nor lacking
sympathy, but the conditions
which prevailed necessitated
sacrifices. He came and continued
in the work free from prejudice,
and never allowed even personal
friendships to interfere with the
discharge of a public duty. On the
one hand, civilians thought that
the Military Representatives
sometimes acted harshly, and on
the other hand, the Military
thought that too many were
allowed to get exemptions. The
late Mr. Ward was not unduly
influenced in his work from either
side - he went on as he had
begun, using his judgment without
partiality. He was always fair, and
never sought to take any
advantage of rumours and gossip.
Every case was considered on its
merits. Those who were
associated with him will always
cherish the memory of a man with
a single eye for the welfare of his
country. The Military
Representative ....

Brinklow Families
I would like to make contact with anyone with any information on the following families in Brinklow: Norton, Hayes, Adler, Ashby, Moore,
Curtis, Hobley, Johnson, Perry and Veasey. Any information is appreciated, however large or small: family links, memories of people,
photographs, references..... Everything is welcome - I'd just love to know as much as possible as I am researching my own family history
in Brinklow and my family tree includes the families listed above.
If anybody does have anything, please email me on jackhonour@googlemail.com
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William Brunt and Ann Simpson, Ribbon Weavers
By Sheila Dunn
Following John Burton’s
excellent talk on the lives of
local Ribbon Weavers, It
seems to me that my 2x great
grandparents had gone through
many ups and downs during
their lives and the years
following their marriage in
1859. William’s family were
living at The Meadow, Abbey
Street, Nuneaton in 1841. Two
of his siblings were buried in
July 1845, Eliza on the 13th and
John the 19th.
William Brunt, 1839 – 1906
married Ann Simpson (18351893) on September 25th 1859;
they were both Ribbon
Weavers and lived in Abbey

Street. William’s parents were
John and Sarah nee Storo,
John was a Bricklayer and
Sarah a Ribbon Weaver. Ann’s
father Charles Simpson was a
Tailor.
The following year on the 6th of
April, William and Ann’s son
John was born, his birth is
registered by Ann and
profession of father states
Ribbon Weaver.
It is during this time that the
hand loom ribbon weaving is in
dire straits and William is
forced to seek an alternative
occupation. By the time of the
1871 census he has become a
Bricklayer, joining his father in
that occupation and living in
Coton Road... After the birth of
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John I can find no other record
of any more children born to
William and Ann.
By the 1881 census William
and Ann are still living in Coton
Road, William is now a Head
Bricklayer, Ann a Silk Weaver,
possibly working in one of the
factories set up in the area and
their son John also working as
a Bricklayer, an occupation he
continued throughout his life.
Perhaps William and John
helped to build some of the
new factories that housed the
more modern machines for the
Ribbon Weaving trade.
John married Charlotte Reader
December 26th1881 at Chilvers
Cotton Church, Charlotte
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worked as Cotton Gazer.
They eventually moved to
Birmingham with their family of
6 daughters during the late
1800s, they had a son, John, in

1898 and a daughter Gladys
1903, both born in Birmingham

with John and his family after
the death of Ann, working as a
Bricklayer.

In the 1901 census John’s
occupation is now a Builders
Foreman and William, living

Ann

William

A Tangled web
Hilary HODGKINS and I have known for some years that we were related through the JEFFERIES who moved
from Ribbesford, Worcestershire, to Curdworth at the end of the 1700s. Pat Boucher and I have long
suspected we are related through the BATES at Hartshill in the 1700s – but cannot prove it…YET.
Recently, while sorting out the effects of my husband’s aunt, I came across a small bundle of 1920-1940s
postcards sent to Canal Farm, Catshill - and this is where you begin to wonder just how tangled the web of
relationships by marriage becomes. How aunty came to have the cards is a mystery!
The cards are addressed to both SIMKINS and HODGKINS with a number from Jack & Bessie. Hilary’s
husband’s gt uncle HODGKINS is married to my husband’s gt-gt aunt SIMKINS; and a niece of these, Jessie
Elizabeth (known as Bessie) SIMKINSs married John C “Jack” DAY who dangles in Celia PARTON’s tree.
Always check “bits of paper” found when clearing the effects of elderly members of your family. You just never
know what family mementoes are going to yield…or where the tangled web may lead!
Jacqui Simkins
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The North Warwickshire Pages
By Celia Parton

GREAT GRANDMA CLAY
By Celia Parton
“They all had large families in
those days” is a phrase I’ve
often heard said in family
history circles, usually referring
to the Victorian era. Rather a
sweeping statement but
nevertheless true in a lot of
cases. It was certainly true for
my great grandma Clay who
had nine children of her own
and acquired 16 step children
by her three marriages.
She was born Elizabeth
Hancock on 1st June 1840 in
Attleborough, the daughter of
William Hancock and Mary
Hackett, who both came from
Leicestershire. She had one
older brother and three
younger sisters. She was born
at the Gorse, Attleborough
where her father was employed
as an “ag lab” on the 1841
census and as a waggoner on
the 1851 census. Hannah was
already in service working for a
farmer in Bulkington in 1851.
Her age on the census was 12
although her actual age would
have been 10 going on 11.
On 18th March 1860, aged 19,
she married my great
grandfather, Joseph Clay.
Joseph was 10 years older
than Elizabeth and had been
married before. His first wife
Hannah died in 1857 leaving
him with two children, Elizabeth
aged three and John aged one.
On 8th May 1860 Elizabeth
gave birth to her first son,
George, so she had one child

and two step children before
her 20th birthday. Soon after
George’s birth the family
moved from Chilvers Coton to
Baddesley Ensor. The 1861
census shows the family as
Joseph, Elizabeth, John and
George. Joseph’s daughter
Elizabeth by his first marriage
stayed in Chilvers Coton with
her grandparents. Elizabeth
gave birth to a second son in
1862 and soon afterwards the
family moved again, this time to
Baxterley Hall Cottages only a
short distance from Baddesley
Pit where Joseph worked.
Here Elizabeth gave birth to
seven more children, 3
daughters and four more sons.
Sadly one of the sons, Arthur
died in March 1876 when only
18 months old. The youngest
child was Frederick Benjamin
born in 1879.
Only three years later the
family’s lives were changed
forever. On the 1st May 1882
there was a fire at the pit and 8
men and a boy were trapped
underground by dense smoke.
Joseph was one of the first to
be called out and he worked all
through the night in three
rescue parties trying to get
through to the trapped men. At
about 8 o’clock the following
morning there was an
explosion and many of the
rescuers including Joseph were
badly burned. He was brought
out alive but his injuries were
so bad that he only lived for
two more days and died on 4th
May 1882. There were 22
other men who also died from
their injuries and the 9 trapped
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men who were never rescued
brought the total to 32 who lost
their lives as a result of the
disaster. So Elizabeth was
widowed shortly before her 42nd
birthday. Some of her children
were grown but she still had
four under school leaving age.
A relief fund was quickly set up
to help the families of the men
who had died. Elizabeth was
one of the widows who put in a
claim. She received five
shillings (25p) for herself and
two shillings and sixpence
(12½p) for each child under the
age of 13. Then less than two
years later on 28 August 1883
her youngest child died.
On 20th May 1885 Elizabeth
married again. Her second
husband was Absolom Hough
who was 19 years her senior.
He was a former coal miner
who now had a shop,
presumably in his front room at
Speedwell Row where
Elizabeth and her three
youngest children moved after
her marriage. Meanwhile her
son William had married Sarah
Evans, widow of John Evans
who was also killed in the
Baddesley pit explosion and
they moved into the family
home at Baxterley Hall
Cottages. Absolom was a
widower and had four children
by his first wife, all now grown
up and left home. This brought
the total number of step
children up to six although
sadly Joseph’s daughter
Elizabeth had died in 1879.
This second marriage lasted
until Absolom’s death in 1891.
Her widowhood did not last
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very long as on 27th September
1893 she married for a third
time to William Cooke. Again
he was a man much older than
her, this time 13 years older,
and once again was a widower.
His first wife had given him 10
children thus bringing the total
number of step children to 16.
This marriage lasted only just
over a year as William died on
29th December 1894. This was
her last marriage. On the 1901
census she is shown living at
“The End”, Baddesley Ensor
living with her only unmarried
daughter Susan Lizzie and her
occupation is shown as
shopkeeper.

married Eliza Day and they just
had one daughter who was my
mother. Lastly daughter
Florence married Joseph
Sanders, nephew of Eliza who
was married to George Clay.
She had seven children
although she lost two of them
in childhood. Now to get the
calculator out, I make this 28
grandchildren (23 living) and 12
step grandchildren. These are
of course only her own
children’s children.
Most of her 16 step children
also went on to have families of
their own but I’m not going to
attempt working out numbers

With so many children it follows
that there many grand children.
Eldest son George married
Eliza Sanders and they had
eight children. Son William
who as previously mentioned
had married Sarah Evans had
three sons who all sadly died in
infancy. He already had three
step children however from his
wife’s first marriage to John
Evans. The eldest daughter
Hannah was the only one of
the family to leave the area. By
1881 the census shows she
was in service as a kitchen
maid at a large house in
London. Whilst living in
London she met and married a
policeman called William
Bredin and they had four
children. Second daughter
Sarah married George Garratt
and had five children. So far I
make that 20 grandchildren (17
living) and three step
grandchildren. Third daughter
Susan Lizzie married late in life
and never had children of her
own. However following the
tradition set by her mother her
husband was a widower and
had nine children by his first
wife. The next child is Joseph
who was my grandfather. He

here.
Elizabeth lived to be 83 years
of age and so lived long
enough to know some of her
great grandchildren. On
checking my family tree I make
it that 30 great grandchildren
were born during her lifetime
and there were more
afterwards including myself.
She died on the 4th March 1923
in Baddesley Ensor after a long
and eventful life.

Great Grandma Clay
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THE 130TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE BADDESLEY PIT
EXPLOSION
This year is the 130th
anniversary of the Baddesley
Pit explosion and events are
being planned in Baddesley
Ensor to commemorate this.
Great grandma Clay was one
of 23 women who were made
widows by this disaster and my
grandfather was one of 59
children who lost their fathers.
There were 32 men in total, 23
rescuers and 9 trapped men
who lost their lives. The
majority of them, 25 out of the
32, came from the
neighbouring villages of
Baxterley, Baddesley and
Grendon. Nearly every family
in these three small villages
were affected. There was a lot
of inter-marriage in Victorian
times so many were related to
the dead men, others were
neighbours, friends or work
colleagues.

Eleven of those who died came
from Baxterley and of those,
seven had lived in the
Baxterley Hall cottages which
were only a few hundred yards
from the pit. These miner’s
cottages had been converted
from former stables and other
outbuildings belonging to
Baxterley Hall which had burnt
down in 1847. Afterwards, Mr
William Dugdale, purchased
the Baxterley Hall estate mainly
for the coal deposits
underground. Baddesley pit
was sunk in 1850 in the
grounds of the former Baxterley
Park which had surrounded the
Hall.
My Clay great grandparents
lived in these cottages. Other
men who lost their lives were
brothers, John and Dick Evans,
both were married with young
children. John’s wife Sarah
was pregnant with her third
child. George Bates was one
of the trapped miners and he

and his wife had six children.
Another man with a large family
was Thomas Besson who was
41 when he died and left his
wife with 5 dependent children.
Last but not least were two
young single men still living at
home with their parents, John
Collins who was only 17 and Eli
Smith who was 19.
On the 2nd of May a memorial
service will be held on
Baddesley Common on the
sight of the old Maypole pit
where the miner’s memorial
wheel now stands. The
following weekend there will be
displays, artefacts and old
photos of Baddesley in the
Church Hall on the Saturday,
Sunday, and Bank Holiday
Monday. I will be there myself
with my pit explosion display. If
anyone would like to come
along they will be very
welcome.

Atherstone Through Time by Christine Freeman
Amberley Publishing £14.99 ISBN 978-1-4456-0714-6
96 pages 180 illustrations.

Another beautifully produced book in the “Through Time”
series, which combines old views of Atherstone with the
modern day aspect. Local historians can see at a
glance what has changed, what has been lost and what
remains. (Hint – look at the upper story of buildings. The
shop front below may have changed considerably but
above that the building is often unaltered.)
But this is not just a book about buildings. Chrisine has
included many pictures with local people, the owners
and staff outside their shops, children at school or
groups photographed at local events and club meetings.
It is all here, pubs (at one time about one pub per 30
houses!), shops, the convent, the canal and surrounding
woods and not least the famous Shrove Tuesday ball
game which sees Long Street boarded up and looking
like a war zone – but only for the day.
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New members contact details
No.

Name

Address

Telephone No

e-mail

2011-44

Mr Maurice Corden

16 St. Andrews Close, Clifton Campville, Tamworth, B79 0BB

1827 373461

cordens@talktalk.net

2012-01

Mr Andy Bradford

22 Barclay Street, Leicester LE3 0JA

0116 2247489

samiun@ntlworld.com

2012-02

Mr Frank Riley

1/84 Caldarra Avenue, Engadine, NSW 2233, Australia

2012-03

Mr Harry Cheshire

46 Harpers Lane, Mancetter, Atherstone CV9 1NG

2012-04

Mr Douglas Jones

Fairways, Kingswood Meadow, Holsworthy, EX22 6HG

2012-05

Mrs Helen Brodbin

2012-06

Mr Andy Sheffield

2012-07
2012-08

frankrileyau@yahoo.com.au
01827 713824

harrycheshire@ntlworld.com

Fir Tree House, The Drive, Godalming, GU7 1PF

01483 427303

helenbrodbin@googlemail.com

7 Marlborough Close, Burbage, Hinckley, LE10 2AN

01455 443971

andysheffield66@hotmail.co.uk

Mrs Rosemarie Howard

207 Station Road, Nether Whitacre, Birmingham B46 2JG

01675 465227

Rhoward2@aol,com

Mrs Valerie McCormack

29 Exhall Green, Exhall, Coventry CV7 9GL

02476 490405

macandval@hotmail.com

New members’ surname interests

Bedworth
Coventry
Exhall
Bedworth
Coventry
Exhall

WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR

Paying by Paypal
We are in the last stages of updating things so that renewals and
subscriptions can be paid by PayPal.
See the July Journal for details.
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14 Sandgate Court, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 7TG
20 Langdale Road, Bramhall, Stockport, SK7 1DL

WAR
WAR
ALL
WAR

ALL
1700 - 1950
1700 - 1950
1700 - 1950
1860 - 1950
1860 - 1950
ALL
ALL
Pre 1880
1890+
1568 - 1890
1840 - 1902
1840 - 1902
1800 - 1944
1800 - 1890
Pre 1824
c 1817
c 1817
1880 - 1950
c1726
c1803
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
ALL
1800 - 1950
c1773
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
Pre 1900

e-mail
bill@wboswell.plus.com
jra.fh@arrwyk.plus.com
adewis@btinternet.com
pmorbey43@gmail.com

Chilvers Coton
Nuneaton
ALL
Nuneaton

Period

Address

County
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
STS
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR

Name
Mr William Boswell
Mr John Arrowsmith
Mr Alfred Dewis
Mrs Pauline Morbey
Mrs Margaret Hawker
Mr Ronald Malabon

Parish/ Town
Bedworth
Bedworth
Chilvers Coton
Nuneaton
Chilvers Coton
Nuneaton
ALL
Nuneaton
Atherstone
Grendon
Leek
Atherstone
Polesworth
Birmingham
North WAR
Middleton
Nether Whitacre
Over Whitacre
Nuneaton

No.
2001-07
2001-09
2001-10
2006-01
2010-18
2011-36

Interest Name
Aucot
Betteridge
Betteridge
Betteridge
Black
Black
Blonsdon
Buckler
Cheshire
Corden
Corden
Deeming
Deeming
Heath
Higgs
Langley
Langley
Langley
Leaton
Oliver
Powell
Sheffield
Sheffield
Shilvock
Shute
Tallis
Wale
Wale
Wale
Wills
Wills
Wills

Existing members – change of details

No.
2012-01
2012-02
2012-02
2012-02
2012-05
2012-05
2012-03
2012-01
2012-03
2011-44
2011-44
2011-44
2011-44
2012-07
2011-44
2012-04
2012-04
2012-04
2012-05
2012-02
2012-02
2012-06
2012-06
2012-01
2012-05
2012-02
2012-08
2012-08
2012-08
2012-08
2012-08
2012-08
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Nuneaton and North
Warwickshire Family
History Society
Journal
Can you identify this
school?
The photograph has been
sent in by Helen Brobin. Her
Mother Doreen Leaton is
seated third from the left on
the second row from the
front, and her best friend
Olive Perry is standing
second from the back. But
which school? Helen
wonders if anyone can
identify it. Helen also sent
in the photograph below
which is clearly Chilvers
Coton school.
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