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All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
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Personal data.
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Under the Data Protection Act 1998 we can hold sufficient data to
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To comply with the Act we will hold documents supporting current
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IMPORTANT NOTICE TO ALL MEMBERS
Annual General Meeting
The 2012 Annual General Meeting of the Society shall take place on Tuesday, 13th November at
7.30pm at the Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre, Avenue Road, Nuneaton.
A copy of final agenda will be displayed at the October meeting and on the Society’s website.
All paid-up members are entitled to vote at the AGM and are cordially invited to attend.
The meeting will be followed by Show and Tell (* see below)
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. To receive the minutes of the 2011 annual general meeting
3. To receive and adopt the Chairman’s Report
Proposer: Peter Lee Seconder: Pat Boucher
4. To receive and adopt the Treasurer’s Report with Inspected Accounts and Membership Report
Proposer: Bernadette Evans Seconder: Celia Parton
5. To receive the annual report of membership including confirmation of donation request for overseas
members wishing to receive journal by air mail.
Proposer: Carole Eales Seconder: Jacqui Simkins
6. To elect the committee of the Society for the period 2012/13
The list of those who have agreed to stand for re-election will be available 14 days prior to AGM on the
website and displayed at CCHC.
The committee shall consist of not less than 10 and no more than 15 fully paid-up members.
Nominations for new members of the committee should be submitted in writing to arrive with the
secretary by 30th October. Existing members of committee should confirm by same date if they wish to
stand for re-election.
Proposer:
Seconder:
7. To receive any other business relevant to the AGM
8. Announcements

*Show and tell
After the AGM members are encouraged to bring some piece of family memorabilia to show and briefly
tell its significance. Past offerings have included a family bible, a christening cup, a patchwork quilt and
a penknife, so the scope is huge. What do you have hidden away in your archives?
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Editorial
Now that summer has ended (if
you had even noticed it start)
and the evenings get darker it
is time to bring out the family
tree for another bash at fitting
the twigs and branches
together. How many of you
have old photographs of
(presumably) family members,
but no idea who they are?
Frustrating isn’t it. All it needed
was for someone to write the
names on the back. Fast
forward a hundred years. Now
your descendents are looking
at photographs you took and
trying to figure out who all
those strange people are.
They turn the print over.
Nothing on the back. How

frustrating. If it’s a digital
picture is it any better? No.
The file has something like
P1247312.jpg as its name. Not
exactly helpful. It could have
been called Fred and Alice
Bloggs which would have been
more helpful. The solution for
prints is obvious. Write the
details on the back, preferably
in soft pencil. But what about
digital pictures? Many are
never printed out but reside
electronically on some optical
magnetic or other media.
One solution is to use the EXIF
data. This is information added
to your picture by most modern
cameras. It records, inter alia,
date, time and details of
exposure and shutter speed,

but can also be used to record
information about the subject of
the picture – the modern
equivalent perhaps of writing
the names on the back. Open
the folder on your computer
that holds your digital
photographs. Right click on one
and then select ‘properties’,
next click on the details tab.
Now you can properly label
your pictures. Unfortunately
some image editing programs
strip out the EXIF data…
If anyone has an idiot-proof
method of labeling digital
photographs for future
generations please let me
know.
JAP

Do you have a little time to spare? Do you want to help our
Society? Do you want to make a difference? Then we need YOU!
We need committee members.
Can you spare a little time to help the Society?
How about joining the committee? Committee
meetings are held every month or so (if no
burning issue to discuss we don’t meet). They
are usually held in a pub in Atherstone so they
need not by ‘dry’! No experience or knowledge
is required. You do not have to be an expert
genealogist (but you may well become one).
What we need are sensible practical people
who can DO things. This might be helping to
put out tables at an exhibition, clearing up
afterwards, helping members or pointing them
to someone who can. And someone needs to
make the tea! A lively mind and willingness to
muck in and help are more important than being
an expert (although if you do have useful
expertise it would be welcome). The future of
the Society depends on the committee. No
committee, no Society, so if you want to see us
continue please consider whether you can help.
If you are interested have a word with a
committee member (contact details on page 1).
3
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Chairman’s Report
By Peter Lee
Nothing has given me more
pleasure over the years than
seeing the many hundreds of
photographs sent to me by
members and family historians
generally of their ancestors,
sometimes their homes, street
scenes, countryside and
general memorabilia.
Looking at those photos and
peering into the faces of people
all with their own homely
instincts and memories it has
brought it home to me how
modest our lifely pursuits are,
and how important it is that we
preserve their life’s stories.
Once in a while something
stands out head and shoulders
above the crowd of sepia
faces, a couple of years ago it
was a visit to New Zealand to
see the family album of the
Townsend family of
Attleborough Hall, and a
remarkably close insight into
life in that long forgotten
Warwickshire estate. More
recently a visit to the archivist
of the West Midlands Police
who had an archive of
photographs of the three
prisoner of war camps in
Warwickshire. Also this year a
lady visited me from Western
Australia and gave me a whole
lot of family memorabilia of a
family from Whitacre and
surrounding areas which would
be a whole research project in
its own right.

their family album from the
1850’s. I had never seen
anything quite like it before.
Bearing in mind how early this
was in the era of photography
some of the photos were very
clear and intimate and to me at
any rate Mancetter Manor
looked hardly changed over
intervening 160 years. The only
other instance I had seen of
this early photography
previously was a visit to the
South Warwickshire home of
Ian Hickman whose
grandfather was Sir Alfred
Hickman, the Staffordshire coal
owner, who once owned
Haunchwood Collieries. Ian
passed on his Haunchwood
Colliery material and then
fished out from a cupboard the
most wonderful album of
photos of his ancestors, some
from the earliest period of
photography, but sadly most
were outside my area of
interest. Ian has passed away
now and I dare say the album
has now found its way to his
family historian in California. I
still treasure our
correspondence and the
memorabilia he gave me of his
family’s ownership of our local
colliery business.

Then only less than a month
ago I met a member from New
Zealand whose family – the
Baxters of Atherstone – owned
Mancetter Manor, and he had
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As you know I am in legacy
mode, and whilst most of my
hard copy material may end up
at Warwickshire Records Office
or in the Warwickshire
Collection at Nuneaton Library
there needs to be a period of
interpretation so this year I
have started a new family
history project based around
research where a cluster of
information and photographic
records will be interpreted and
documented. I have already
recruited one lady who is busily
typing up hand written letters
so that these can be digitised
and family history archives can
be assembled including a
photographic record. I am
looking for volunteers to help
with this. (The material can be
scanned and emailed). Where
this will take us I am not
entirely sure but ultimately I
would like this material to be
available free of charge twenty
four hours a day to all that can
access the internet. So
anything I do now will lead to
that aspiration. Let’s cut out the
paid middleman, the jobs-worth
heritage paper shufflers, and
make life easy for people
researching their family trees
by having it all out there just for
the downloading.
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Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society 2013 programme
Meetings at the Chilvers Coton Heritage Centre, Starting at 7.15pm
Oct 9th
Nov 13th
Dec 11th
January 8th
February 12th
March 12th
April 9th
April 20th Saturday
May 14th
June 11TH
July 9th
August 13th
Sep 10th
October 8th
November 12th
December 10th

Research & Help Session including research in the Mosedale room
Annual General Meeting + Bring Something Ancestral
[“show and tell” for family historians]
Christmas social
Research in the Mosedale room
10 years after the Nuneaton Millennium project—where next by Alan Cook
The work of the county record office By Malcolm Boyns archivist for
Warwickshire Record Office
Visit to Nuneaton Library, A chance to look at the new history collection
containing 26000 new books, meet at library 7pm
NNWFHS Annual Fair starting 10 am
The Diaries of Alison Evans, the great niece of George Eliot, by John Burton
Research in the Mosedale room
My Family by Michael Roberts
The census story by Wendy Freer
Research in the Mosedale room
Grave Tales & Memorials by Graham Sutherland
AGM
Christmas social

This memorial used to stand in the Market Place near the Post Office but was
taken away at sometime in the past and it is not known what became of it. Does it
still exist? If it does where is it? Can anyone throw any light on this?
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Did your ancestor go to
Nuneaton Grammar
School?
Tracing the pupil names of King
Edward VI School Nuneaton.
The school has a long history –
even pre-dating Edward VI –
starting in about 1540. However,
recorded names of pupils are few
and far between before the mid
19th Century. The main sources
are the Oxford and Cambridge
University records of Venn and
Foster respectively which record
the matriculation (arrival) of all
pupils and often give their home
town, school and even Master –
since Grammar schools often only
had one Master, perhaps with one
assistant, until well into the 18th
Century. Venn and Foster records
can be obtained on the internet.
The first recorded pupil from
Nuneaton who went to Cambridge
dates from 1587. But these boys
would not be typical of the intake
as a whole.
Between 1788 and 1851 the
school had an Apprenticeship
scheme and a small number of
boys’ names are recorded, rarely
more than one or two a year.
Sometimes the records contain a
little family information and where
they were apprenticed, sometimes
in the immediate area, sometimes
not. The Apprenticeship records
are in the County Record Office.
Nuneaton Grammar school
applications are recorded from
1876 and can be also be
examined in Warwick County
Record Office, as can the Register
of pupils. Between 1880 and 1944
fees were paid and payment of
these is recorded. However,
earlier admission names, between
1846 and 1871, can also be
traced. The surviving minutes of
the Governors’ meetings date from
1846 and, included amongst a
good deal of other material, are
the entries to the school, often
recorded twice a year. Until 1850
Boys were admitted initially to the
‘English school’ –for more basic

instruction and, afterwards, some
progressed to the ‘Latin school’ for
which a separate application was
required. By extracting the names
I have been able to make a list of
the boys going to the Grammar
School between 1847 and 1871
after which records are temporarily
missing until the more organised
registers from 1876.

will be printed in the next
issue).

The recording of boys’ names
usually included their address,
father’s occupation and
occasionally parents’ names. By
consulting census materials of
1851, 1861 and 1871 I have in
many cases managed to reconstruct some family details,
though the success rate varies. I
have tried to analyse the social
groups from which Grammar
School families generally came.
These are quite mixed and –
excluding the very wealthiest
(private education at home or
public school elsewhere) and very
poorest (who only had a short
elementary education and possibly
none at all) there was a
considerable social mix within the
school.

Additional information gleaned from the
census of 1851 and subsequent ones.
Only in the first few years is there made a
distinction between the English and the
Latin ‘schools’.

Names of Governors can often be
found in the records and these can
go well back in time. So for
instance we have the names of the
King Edward VI Governors after
the granting of the Charter of
1552. Again by using material from
another source – the Constable
rent rolls of the early 1540s, I have
been able to fill out the landholding
particulars of these early
Governors. Some Governors’
names appear in the 17th Century
as a result of legal disputes. These
are invariably local people since
the terms of the school statutes
required Governors to live in the
parish of Nuneaton and to resign if
they left the area. Full details of
Governors’ appear once their
meetings are minuted from 1846.

The following is a list of
pupils admitted between
1847 and 1860 (1861 to 1870

6

All information taken from
David Paterson, Leeke’s
Legacy, a History of King
Edward VI School, Nuneaton
(Troubador 2011) and used
with his permission.

1847 Latin Scholars:
Thomas Walker and John
Walker Agricultural labs Brinklow
10 and 12 ?? Mother
dressmaker
John Kelward -nothing
Arthur George Hood b 1840 son
of Thomas Hood Ribbon
Manufacturer b.1802 ? Thomas
Hood was a Grammar School
Governor. Abbey Green
John Williams b. 1838
Stockingford Father Annuitant
and farmer of 36 acres employing
two widower 4 servants. Haunch
wood House
1847 English School
James Rowley – b. 1839 6th son,
father Plumber Glazier and Painter
- two sons already following him
another a tailor ?? apprentice Still
a scholar: Church St.
Thomas Chaplin b. 1839 Father
Carpenter journeyman Abbey
Street Still a scholar
James Warden ??
Lester ? Thomas Lester father b.
1812 Ribbon manufacturer b.
Nuneaton
Thomas Randle Either Innkeeper
of Navigation St aged b. 1839 or
Silk winder son of retired carrier
Abbey Street b. 1837
1848 Latin School
William B. Gooder Nothing
English School
Joshua Wilson Nothing
Thomas Randle ?see above
George Cooper ? Father Engine
loom weaver George b.1838 by
1851 Engine Loom Weaver also
Abbey Green
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John Blower ? Hand loom
weaver by 12 (B. 1839) Navigation
St.
Joseph Pallett Nothing
John Garratt b. 1839 Father
Tallow Chandler Bond End, still a
scholar
Thomas Daffern b. 1839 Father
Farmer Farm House Tuttle Hill
Described as farmers’ son
Henry Liggins Nothing
1849
Hale Nothing
George Wheway Either b. 1840
Father William weaver Abbey St.
or b.1841(more likely?) a Bond
End coal dealer
Matthew Allen Nothing
William Gibberd Nothing
William Sutton Nothing
Joseph Harrison Grocer and
baker Abbey Street – son James
(10) rejected
?John Hand only 7 son of James
Hand farmer White Stone Farm
Edward Mackereth – nothing
John Redhead Farm House Tuttle
Hill Told to re-apply and then got
in then into trouble with teacher
Mr.Beckwith. Son John born 1840
so c.9 on first refusal. In 1851
described as farmer’s son of 11
21/12/49
James Garratt b. 1839 scholar
Abbey Street son of John Garratt –
cordwainer.
John Wykes None of the right age
? William Wykes 12 son of
Thomas Wykes agric. Lab. North
Lodge Coton
Joseph Tabener 13 b. 1838 son
of Joseph Carpenter Abbey St.
Thomas Orten aged 11 scholar
but 13 year old brother Edward is
a silk weaver. Son of Joseph 41
year old Hand loom weaver of
Navigation Street
John Vernon aged 11 b. 1840
(17 year old brother Joseph a
carpenter apprentice) Father John
b. 1803 Railway Porter.
George Wale – only a George
Wall???
1850
24/6/50 6 into English School: 2
into Latin school. No names
21/12/50 English School

Joseph Swinnerton Aged 12
Scholar b. 1839 Abbey Street
Father Cordwainer b. 1796
(Son William 20, Chemist and
druggist)
George Bates 12 b. 1839
Scholar Back Lane Father
Thomas Carpenter b. 1823
Thomas Hand Nothing
Christmas Weeks b. 1840 aged
11 Bond End Father Christmas
E. John born Dublin (as was his
wife and son) –Clerk Family came
over from Ireland between 1840
and 1843
Isaac Blower Aged 10 Scholar b.
1841 Address ‘Meadow;’
Nuneaton Father silk weaver b.
1814.
Iliffe Almost certainly Frank 12 b.
1819 Market Place Father
Chemist and Druggist b.
Hillmorton 1809 Mother Ann b.
Nuneaton
(+ Mary 8 Thomas 7 William 5
George 4 +2 chemist apprentices
and two general servants)
1851
26.6.51 Charles Hand Nothing
George Naylor, Bull St Nuneaton
b.1840 REJECTED Son of George
Cordwainer b. 1818
Stowe ?? Henry Ryder Stow b.
1837 - 14 and still at school
Wheat Lane Mother Sarah widow
– proprietor of houses
1852
24/6/52 James Ealing (George)
James Ellin ?? Scholar at home
Church Street b 1840 brother
John 22, Solicitor
Edward Kersall Nothing
Edward Ward Nothing, but
brother Thomas Ward b. 1838 still
scholar Father Thomas Boatman
Coton Road
Charles (I B ) Willliams b 1841
Thomas b. 1842 both admitted
this date. Haunch Wood House
Nuneaton Father John M.T.
Williams Annuitant and farmer of
36 acres employing 2 labourers
and 2 servants born Austin Friars
Middlesex, but wife Eliza Jane a
farmer’s daughter from
Stockingford
Neville?? Hand –Nothing
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21.12.52 George Tribe ?? Ellis
George Tribe b. 1843 Address
Railway Station Nuneaton Father
railway clerk b. 1817 Marylebone,
as was his wife
1853
21.12.53 Charles Slack Nothing
George Arnold 9 b. 1843 Father
Joseph, Weaver, aged 60 in 1851
Swan Lane
George Taylor b. 1842 ?
Auctioneer or coal miner Father
Abbey Street or Bridge St. The
later Henry Taylor, see below,
suggests the auctioneer.
Henry Bostock b. 1842 Abbey
Street Mother Ann b. 1822 no
trade Father not at home
Charles and Richard Ball, born
1843 and 4.in Coton Father Baker
Church Street b 1809 at
Bulkington Mother from Willerby
(Witherly?)Leicestershire One
servant.
Willoughby Bills b. 1846 (so only
7!) Could be born 1845 and so 8
but not the ten claimed. Father
from Barlaston, Leicestershire, –
Innkeeper Market Place b 1814
Mother b 1823 in Burbage
1854
14/5/54 Canon Savage, vicar of
Nuneaton, asked for the
admission of:
Denman (Orphan) Admitted In
1854 William 13 John 11 and
Edward 10 so one of these. In
1851 Betsy Denman now
presumably deceased was a
widow Schoolmistress born 1815
Church St. b. Mansfield. Boys born
in Ganton, (Gamston?)
Notts, though youngest daughter 2
in Hinckley. Julia Clews sister also
there (annuitant.)
14/5/54 George Grimes b. 1841
(son of Samuel) Farmer of Farm
House Nuneaton b. 1804
Nuneaton or Joseph b. c. 1847
poss. 1846 so then 8 more likely
Joseph.
21/12/54 Frederick Haden Miles
10 b. 1846 (9?) Bond End Father
Thomas Hutchins Miles Solicitor b.
Caldecote 1810 Mother from
Naseby House Leicestershire One
servant
William Townshend 14 (older
entrant) Turnpike Road Nuneaton

NNWFHS JOURNAL October 2012
b.1840 Father John Grocer b.
1814 Attleborough Mother
Dressmaker b.1817 Nuneaton
George Iliffe (from family see
above) 8 Initially refused entry (too
young?)then admitted
1855
14/7/55
Henry Towle Taylor 11 b. 1844
‘Not sufficiently advanced’ in
Reading and Arithmetic see
Taylor family above (auctioneer’s
wife).
25/5/55 Ralph Spencer Nothing
Edward Scriviner Probably
Egbert in Census which seems
correct. B. 1845 Coton though this
is Church St not Market Place,
Father Joseph widower b. 1816
Southam Clerk (Alfred Lester
brother is 5 at this stage) Two
servants.
Thomas Marriott b. 1843 Father
Thomas b. 1815 Coton Nursery
and seedsman Market Gardener 6
acres Bond Street (High St?) one
servant Wife Maria b. Hinckley
1814.
Ebenezer Rand Church Lane b.
1845 Father Ebenezer National
Schoolmaster born Wapping
Middlesex Wife Susanna b.1823
Markington Essex Schoolmistress.
Ebenezer b. Howarth Yorks One
servant
Richard Goodyer ?? b.1843 son
of Eli Goodyer b. 1822 Handloom
weaver Weston Hill Bulkington
Thomas Goodacre Nothing
Walter Hood b. 1842 Abbey
Green Son of Thomas Hood –
ribbon manufacturer b.Nuneaton
1802 (?Governor) 7 children – 1
servant
1856
26/6/56 Admission Irwin ?
Edward b. 1845
14.2.57 Bryant Ricks Nothing
William Gibson Nothing
Edward Marriott see above
(Thomas) 25/5/55 b.1847
Arthur Dixon b. 1848 (Marked
as 8 in 1857) Mother Sarah widow
grocer Market Place b. Witham
1825 4 children 3 servants
Paul ? Eversham Nothing

Charles and Alfred Savage 11
and 9 b.c. 1845 and 1847 Four
servants – the Vicarage
1857
26.6.57 Philip Sadler b. 1850 (if
he learns the catechism) son of
Superintendant Minister of the
Bond End Chapel Edward James
Sadler and his wife Anne One
servant
William Iliffe (see above)
James Green. b.1847 Church
Street Father Parish clerk b. 1806
Nuneaton widower. Elder bother –
solicitor’s clerk.
21/12/57 5 vacancies: the
following selected.
A. Avery Nothing
Edward (?Ernest) Savage 8
Ernest b. 1850
George Wheway b. c. 1845
Abbey Street Father Job
Hairdresser b. 1820 Nuneaton wife
Mary b. Wibtoft
John Winfield b. 1850 Church
Street Father Thomas b. 1828
Farmer b. Nuneaton
(Trying 1861 Census from here)
Thomas Pritchard b.1846 Wheat
Lane Father Thomas silk ribbon
warehouseman b. 1823 Coventry
(come since 1851) All the family
born in Coventry
Not selected
Edwin Palmer 8 b. 1850 Market
Place Father Joseph b. 1815
Hinckley Hosier and Habadasher
One servant Thomas Winfield –
see John above
Baker ??John Richard Baker of
the Bull Inn Father George
Victualler
Button? Nothing
Upper school acceptances:
Bucknill -William C b. 1845 son
of Headmaster of GS so 12?
Head’s House given as Peacock
Lane.
Bull Not certain ?? Benjamin Ball
b. 1845
Iliffe Could be Thomas, William or
George
1858
George Edward Sadler b. 1851
brother of Philip see details above
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William Ward b.1846 Navigation
Street Father Richard b. 1804
Ribbon Manufacturer from
Berkshire –wife from Nuneaton 2
servants
John Swarh?? Nothing
Richard Bates Could be ?
Rowland Bates,b. 1848 Back
Lane Father Edward b. Nuneaton
1819 – Carpenter
Charles Heaton Nothing
George Clay Born 1850 already
a Miller’s Clerk. Son of Edmund
Clay b. Nuneaton 1828 Silk
Warehouseman
William Wood b. 1848/9 Abbey
Street Father George Wood b.
1819 Staffs Plumber Painter and
Glazier Mother b. Coton Nuneaton
– formerly Silk weaver –one
servant
William Slingsby Rejected No
evidence but William Slingsby is a
schoolmaster in Bulkington
1859
24.6.59
Edward (Edwin) Smith11 b.
1849 Arthur Smith 9 b. 1850
Market Place Nuneaton son of
Edward Smith Grocer b.Baston
Leicester 1820 Wife Mary
b.Congerstone 1823. Moved form
Carlton c. 1858 Eldest son Charles
b. 1845 already done as grocer
aged 16
6 children 1 servant
Frank Stanton staying (living?) at
Hinckley Road with Mother,
unmarried aunt and brother
Charles b. Chester 1851. Mother
is proprietor of Houses ? name
Emma widow of Henry Stanton –
Assistant Engineer –the boys
being under one and one at the
time.
Thomas Allcock (with one l) b.
1847 Marked as scholar at 14.
Canal Side Tuttle Hill Father
Edward Bricklayer b. Nuneaton
1825 Mother Silk Weaver b.
Nuneaton 1826
Richard Burdett 12 b.1846
Thomas Burdett b. 1848 Burdett
Farm Higham Road Father William
b. Walcote 1807 Farmer of 222
acres employing 4 labourers (2
servants in house one for farm)
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Slingsby b. 1848 Nuneaton by
1861 living in Little Park St Cov.
But in 1851 ??
9/59
William Bristol Nothing
Benjamin Kelsey Bond St b.
1849 Father Benjamin b.1816
Hinckley ‘Working with houses for
other people’ Wife Mary Ann b.
1812 Nuneaton 1 Servant ‘errand
girl’.
Swinnerton 10 (Robert William)
Father Robert a timber merchant
employing 53 men b. Astley
(farmer in 1851) Wife Sarah b.
Essex 1816 One Governess
Elizabeth Miles b. 1835 Warwick
3 servants Cook, Housemaid,
Groom. Robert not at home he is
at Witton Hall School Aston (Head
Mary Shyrle) one of 9 scholars, all
boys.
(Extract from Wiki) Witton Hall was
the manor of Witton and it stands
at the junction of Brookvale Road

and George Road. By 1850, it was
being used as a private school,
and c. 1907 was acquired by the
Aston Board of Guardians as an
elderly home.
Henry Beasley – staying with
Thomas Bateman his uncle, vet, in
Church St .b.1815 Birmingham
wife Elizabeth b. Nuneaton 1817
(? Miss Beasley) Other Beasley’s
but this one is exactly the right age
b.1851 and scholar. Father also
staying Richard Beasley Corn
Agent b. Nuneaton 1805. ? b1812
and coal merchant! BIT
UNCERTAIN!
Henry Harris either silk weaver b.
1848 Coton Road Mother widow
Needleman b, 1818 ? place or
b.1850 Nuneaton Mother Helen b.
1828 Nuneaton silk weaver
unmarried.
Albert Craddock Possibly son of
John Craddock b. 1786 Nuneaton
Banker and Solicitor Wife Louisa
b. 1811 Coleshill Address Camp

Hill Hall. Four servants. By 1871
he is in Newbold Road Fernielee
Leamington 1881 46 Fernilee
Leamington Priors
Edward Sands b. 1849 Nuneaton
Abbey St. Father John b. 1825
Nuneaton Butcher 6 children 1
servant
Anthony Pulser?? Nothing
1860
12.12.60
Ellis Holt b. Hinckley 1848
(younger siblings Nuneaton) White
Horse Bar Green Nuneaton
Father John b. 1823 Coventry
Mother Maria b. Soham 1824
Victualler and Pipe makers eldest
daughter also in family business.
One servant.
John Donner Nothing
William Ferne Nothing
Reginald Sadler See Philip and
George above.

What’s in an occupation?
Lace Maker...
Recently I looked at a baptism in Curdworth and found the father was given as being a lace maker - not a
common occupation in the parish if the register is to be believed. I worked through a few more baptisms for
Enos BACON's children and found him listed as follows:
1884 lace maker
1883 boot lace maker
1881 boot lace maker
1879 lace maker
1878 lace maker
1876 lace spinner
1873 boot lace maker
It would be reasonably safe to believe that Enos had the same occupation throughout and was making laces
for boots using a spinning method. Had I not explored, it would have been very easy for his descendant to
have assumed Enos was making delicate decorative lace!
When viewing a baptism for your ancestor, check for baptisms of siblings and explore the father's occupation
- otherwise you too could jump to the wrong conclusion!
JS

Spoilsports …
Manorial Roll, Courts from 7 to 8 Henry V (1419-1420), Atherstone. MR13/13.
Ordinatum est per xii jur’ predictos quod nulli decetero de villata de Atherston’ ludunt ad lusum vocat’ la
Teneys sub pena de xld. tociens quociens quod luder’ videntur –
Ordered by the 12 jurymen that henceforth no one from the town of Atherstone play at the game called
tennis under pain of 40d. for each occasion on which they shall be seen to play.
The government of the day did not have it in just for tennis, many other games were banned too. Men
should be at the butts practicing their archery ready for time of war not indulging in frivolous games.

9
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Usefulness of the 1911
Census
The 1911 census is breaking
down some brick walls. Is this
because we actually see the
householder’s own form rather
than a copy made - and
perhaps “tidied” - by the
enumerator?
Over the years, I’ve
occasionally hunted for Emma.
Family documents had
provided the names of
husbands for the group of
sisters. Emma was wife of
Charles HASKEW. There are
plenty of HASKEWs around the
Lichfield/Cannock area –
including a Charles or three yet, despite many searches, I
could find none with a wife
Emma of appropriate
connections. Nor could I find
Emma’s marriage on FreeBMD
– nor was she popping up after
1871 on any census as
SIMKINSs, and there was no
matching death record for
Emma SIMKINS or HASKEW.
All the family had stayed
around the area and there was
no story floating around about
cousins out of the area - other
than the OSBORNEs in
Canada! In fact, there were no
memories of any HASKEW
Protect Your Research
Would you be annoyed to
discover your family tree
published on an unfamiliar
website without your
permission? The Lost Cousins
newsletter reported how one
reader found her family tree on

cousins – only of unrelated
HASKEWs in the village. Over
the years, I’d worked through
marriages in a number of
parishes checking for anything
that looked like Emma but to no
avail.
The other evening I tried again
and concentrated on the 1911
census. “Emma” born “Pelsall”
in “1854 +/-5” found an Emma
HASKELL…in Hampshire; it
certainly looked like the right
woman and the age was spot
on – that surname was
deceptively close to the old
notes…but the abode was
unexpected. She had been
married for 30 years – so this
explained why she wasn’t
found as SIMKINS in 1881 and had five children all living
(four were still at home).
I followed the couple back
through the 1901, 1891 and
1881 censuses. Emma was
variously Emily or Emma; her
birthplace was Pelsall or
Wyrley or Cannock – it just
depended on how the question
was put as to which answer
appeared! She seems to be
the only one of the sisters to
leave south Staffordshire. She
was registered, baptised and
buried as Emma – my only
explanation for “Emily” is that
such a website. Many of us
have put our family history
research online without reading
the small print but perhaps you
are not aware that many
companies’ terms and
conditions allow them the right
to use your research and even
“copy, publish, distribute” –

she was known as Em or
Emmy and somebody decided
that must be Emily. Of course,
with the locally known surname
being HASKEW it is easy to
see how it was used rather
than the locally unfamiliar
HASKELL (there is a wonderful
website at
www.haskellfamilyhistory.com).
Once I had her husband’s
correct name and the length of
her marriage, FreeBMD soon
produced the details - again
indexed as Emily; the surprise
was that it was in Southampton
registration district. I could
have accepted Charles working
in the midlands, marrying her
and going off down south, but
the marriage place suggests
Emma had left home.
Had it not been for her given
name and birthplace both being
correct on the 1911 census, I
would still be hunting around
the midlands seeking her
amongst the [H]ASKEWs. So, if
you’ve “lost” somebody…try
every combination of names,
ages and birthplaces you can they too may pop-up in 1911 in
part of the country you least
expect.
JS
how they wish. This also
includes “private trees”. Before
you decide whether to put your
family tree online make sure
you read the website’s terms
and conditions thoroughly and
if you don’t agree with them,
don’t give them your research!
Taken from the Federation Ezine.

Editor’s thoughts on the matter - We all know that some of the family trees found online are inaccurate, sometimes to the
point of total fiction. (Not our members’ trees of course.) Those who produce such inaccurate data will have no
compunction in linking to other trees on the flimsiest of evidence (or indeed wishful thinking). The more trees there are
online the worse it will become and even properly researched trees run the risk of contamination. Think very carefully
before sending your tree into cyberspace.

10
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Updates from the Federation and other useful stuff
Website Updates














The National Archives have
o Made WWI RAF records (AIR79) including RFC and RNAS searchable online– these include
details down to hair colour
o Added another tranche of the ‘migrated archives’.
o Put up the Colonial Office Photographic Collection (CO1069)
o Added Podcasts:
 Magna Carta: What more is there to say?
 England and Scotland at War, 1296-1513
 Charities and their Records for Family Historians
 Colonial Lives, Careers and Policies
FindMyPast have
o Launched a beta version of a new website, FindMyPast.com to combine its current sites
o Have partially released records relating to Dr Harold Gillies’ plastic surgery cases 1917-1925.
Photographs, hospital records and medical notes are redacted but the military records
(including injuries) are released. This commemorates his 130th birthday
o Have added Yorkshire records including a batch of parishes from the North Riding and
Sheffield
o The Browsable Canterbury Cathedral Archives Collection (Archdeaconry of Canterbury) we
mentioned in February is now officially launched.
o Added:
 Chester wills and probate 1711-1772.
 Oldham WWI records
 Devon marriage records
 Stepney and Bethnal Green baptisms
Ancestry have added
o trade directories
o Lancashire births, baptisms, confirmations, marriages, banns, deaths and burials
RootsIreland.ie have added more Waterford records
Who Do You Think You Are? Magazine is now available digitally through Apple
The State Library of Queensland has added a database – the British Convict Transportation Registers
1787-1867 (from Home Office records)
DeceasedOnline have added seven London Borough of Harrow cemeteries
British-History have added four volumes of the Journal of the House of Lords, namely 1765-1776.
There are now 42 volumes available free at the site.
The Wellcome Library has allowed users online access to its UK Medical Registers via Ancestry
(Library Edition)
FindMyPast.co.uk Credits The website will now restore expired credits up to two years old (to a
maximum of 280 credits) when you buy new credits. Great news!

Warwick Record Office – a not-to-be-missed event Behind the Scenes at the County Record Office; Monday 17 November 9.15-12.15. Learn how to use the
Record Office with one of our archivists; tour the strongrooms; view original records and discover how we
care for Warwickshire's past.
Cost £6 (£5 concessions).
Pre-booking essential. 01926 738959.
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The will of Robert Evans
By Bob Muscatt
In his biography of George
Eliot, Gordon S. Haight
describes the last weeks of
Robert Evans's life. He quotes
a letter written by Cara Bray to
her sister dated 11th
September, 1848 and
comments with reference to
this letter:
"Two weeks later Mr. Evans
made his will." (George Eliot a
Biograqphy, Gordon S. Haight,
OUP 1968 p. 66)
This would mean that Robert
Evans "made his will" around
25th September 1848. A
paragraph later Prof Haight
writes:
"He (Mr. Evans) lingered on
five months longer ... " (Ibid p.
66)
This, as the reference point is
the date of the will, would mean
that Mr. Evans died in February
1849, whereas we of course
know that he died on 31st May
1849.
How is this inconsistency
explicable?
The fact is that Robert Evans
made his will not in September
1848 but on 28th September
1844. On the 5th January 1849
he added a codicil to the
existing will. So the explanation
for the incongruity of Prof
Haight's comments is that he
apparently overlooked the

existence of two separate
documents - the will and the
codicil - and attributed the day
of the will made in 1844 - the
28th September, which is
indeed approx. two weeks after
Cara's letter of 11th September
- to the wrong year, namely to
1848. He then compounded the
error by calculating the
remainder of Mr. Evans's life
from the date of the codicil; the
time between 5th January and
the 31st May is indeed about
five months.
Interestingly Prof Haight's
oversight is also the source of
the much repeated idea that his
will contained an act of spite
directed aginst the daughter
who had cared for him for
years. He writes:
"Fanny (received) that set of Sir
Walter Scott novels which Mary
Ann had spent so many long
hours reading aloud to him.
Was this an intentional snub of
his youngest child." (Ibid p. 66)
Had the books been, as Prof
Haight's account ambiguously
leads us to believe,
bequeathed to Fanny in either
September 1848 or in January
1849, then there might be more
credibility in the snub theory.
But this bequest was actually
made in the original will, in
1844, sometime before the
books had become such a
powerful bond between the
dying father and his daughter.

documents, both explain
Haight's inconsistent dates as
pointed out above, and are also
relevant to our understanding
the relationship between him
and Mary Ann. ]
As far as I know, and John
Burton agrees, no-one has
noticed and explained these
discrepancies until I checked
the official transcripts of the
will. I sent the text to John and
he passed it on to the editors of
the George Eliot Review, but I
have heard nothing from them.
If you are interested I could
rewrite the essentrials in a
more personal style. I've never
believed that Mr Evans tried to
snipe his daughter - it doesn't
fit his character. And I'm sure
that Isaac worded the codicil - it
certainly feathers his nest and
Mr Evans was almost certainly
heavily addicted to laudanum in
late 1848.
Bob has recently published a
novel based on the life of
George Eliot..
Heathen and Outcast
Scenes in the Life of George
Eliot
published POD by Broadlands
Books Ltd
ISBN (print version) 978-09568708-2-7
ISBN (e-book version): 987-09568708--3-4
It covers the years 1842 – 1854
Ed.

I suggest that these facts,
based on the original
transcriptions of the two

As we know, there are known knowns; there are things we know we know. We also know there are
known unknowns; that is to say we know there are some things we do not know. But there are also
unknown unknowns - the ones we don't know we don't know.
Donald Rumsfeld
The unknown unknowns are the best bit of family history – if we ever get to know them.
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ANOTHER ASPECT of ATTLEBOROUGH HALL by Peter Lee

Attleborough Hall in the early 1900’s photographed from the extensive pleasure grounds.

Attleborough Hall. More
likely if you lived in
Nuneaton town or
Attleborough at that time
you were poor and could
only look on with morbid
disinterest at people viewing
the property, but most
probably you would never
have known that it was for
sale as it was some distance
from the town.

If you were alive in 1837 and
had a few thousand pounds in
the bank you could have
purchased the delightful
country mansion known as

In those days the hamlet of
Attleborough was remote
from Nuneaton separated by
green fields and reached by
a leafy lane we now know as
Attleborough Road. I often
picture in my mind’s eye the
mile long trek from
Nuneaton to Attleborough in
those far off days. Once past
Nuneaton churchyard there
were few houses, mostly green
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fields, until you crossed the
river Anker by a narrow bridge.
The road was lined with trees
and was metalled with dusty
gravel and dried horse manure.
You would pass the site of the
Albion buildings, which had not
yet been built, and on the right
hand side a few homesteads
had long gardens, which
stretched down to the Wem
Brook and the Pingle fields
beyond.
On your left hand side a high
wall would screen off from your
view the extensive parkland
and pleasure gardens of
Attleborough Hall. Then the
house itself, quite newly
erected in 1837, but the owner
George Greenway (1761-1835)
had recently died and the Hall
was on the market.
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It was being temporarily rented
to John Craddock, his son in
law, for a rent of £100 a year.
Mr. Craddock lived there until
1839. The Hall was close to the
main road. For many years
peacocks lived in the grounds.
Their weird shrieks at night
would frighten locals passing
on the roadway alongside the
hall and some Attleborough
folk, not knowing that the
strange noise came from
fashionable and exotic birds
like peacocks would be scared
stiff when they heard their loud
cries. They thought that
someone was being horribly

murdered beyond the wall, or
there was a queer creature
waiting to pounce on the
unexpected passer by. So you
would not venture down the
black unlit lane at night out of
fear of something vile was
lurking unseen in the shrubbery
beyond the wall.
To add to the air of mystery
old Attleboroughians used to
talk about the bloody step. You
can see it in the picture at the
main doorway to the hall. A red
mark was seen upon the stone
step. No amount of scrubbing
would remove it. There were

legends that someone fell to
his or her death from a window
above the porch and their body
fluids were indelibly marked on
the step.
It was all nonsense as an old
timer told me the red mark was
just a natural discolouration of
the stone in the make up of the
step. Nothing more sinister
than that. The Hall we see here
about 1900 had been extended
and the observatory tower is a
later addition at the time the
house was owned by Thomas
Townsend (1817-1892).

COTON HALL by Peter Lee

Buried deep within the archives
of Northamptonshire Records
Office are the papers of a
family called Harpur whose
principle seat was at Burton

Latimer in that county. The
Harpurs were distantly related
to the Harpur-Crewes of Calke
Abbey. The Harpurs also had a
small estate at Chilvers Coton.
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There were two principle
landowners in Coton at the
time, the Newdigates at Arbury
and the Harpurs of Coton or
Caldwell Hall. Their combined
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family archives make our local
parish one of the best
documented in the country.
Both sets of estate papers are
fascinating to the dedicated
Coton researcher.
The site of Coton (later known
as Caldwell) Hall was originally
on the site of a former water
mill, Cuttle Mill. An old
Nuneaton family called
Mallabone had anciently
tenanted the mill. (Believed to
be descended in antiquity from
the Cheshire Norman family of
Malbon).
Joseph Harpur (1705-1777)
had properties and land at
Rugby, Hinckley and Caldwell,
near Kidderminster (this is how
Caldwell, Nuneaton got its
name), and he acquired the
Chilvers Coton property
sometime around the period
1739-1742. The purchase of
Cuttle Mill was completed in
1742. The mill was still extant
in 1765 but may have been
demolished to make way for a
small mansion house, which
was erected about 1776.
Joseph’s first wife Mary
Purefoy (1706-1737) died and
he remarried Mary Powell and
had several children with her
including his heir, Joseph
(1765-1827) who subsequently
inherited Caldwell Hall, who
then bequeathed it to his oldest
son Henry Harpur (1798-1870).
The house is described as
having a dining room, drawing
room, book room, servant’s
hall, butler’s pantry, seven bed
rooms and two dressing rooms,
stables, double coach house,
laundry, brew house and
excellent offices. Ultimately the
estate and small park extended
to ninety acres.

Henry Harpur was educated at
Rugby School and Worcester
College, Oxford and became a
magistrate for
Northamptonshire,
Warwickshire and
Leicestershire. He was also
Deputy Lieutenant of
Warwickshire. His brother the
Rev. Latimer Harpur (18001872) married Ann Ebdell the
daughter of the Vicar of
Chilvers Coton, the Rev.
Bernard Gilpin Ebdell (17801828). His wife inherited an
estate at Knightcote.
For a time the roadway we
know now as Avenue Road,
but was in those far off days, a
rural lane connecting the
village of Chilvers Coton and
the hamletry of Attleborough,
was known locally as Harpur’s
Lane, before that Cuttle Mill
Lane, and variously Coton
Lane. The estate was situated
at one of Coton parish’s four
ends – Church End. (Virgin’s
End, Heath End and Town End
being the others).
There is an interesting story
told about Henry Harpur who
was a very well respected and
kindly old country gentleman.
He had a room set aside in
Caldwell Hall where he
transacted his local business
as a magistrate. Sometimes a
constable might bring a
miscreant before him where he
would be fined on the spot for
some minor misdemeanour,
drunkenness particularly was a
common complaint in those
days. Having issued a small
fine both the constable and the
defendant would be taken to
the kitchen and treated to a
good meal before being sent
on their way.
Henry Harpur never married
and when he died in 1870
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Caldwell was put up for sale
and by 1873 was tenanted by a
family called Waterhouse. Their
residency did not last long
because by 1884 the owner
was Walter Pearson Evans
(1846-1920) the nephew of
Mary Ann Evans (1819-1880) –
the famous author – George
Eliot. Mr. Evans had taken over
from his father running various
local estates for the
aristocracy. As you probably
know his grandfather Robert
Evans (1773-1849) had
famously arrived in Nuneaton
as an estate agent for the
Newdigate family. Walter
Pearson Evans ownership
ceased after 1901, and by
1912 the occupant of Caldwell
Hall was a character called
Manley Colegrave. Someone
who has up until now defied all
my researches.
Ultimately Caldwell was
purchased by Herbert Charles
Jones O.B.E. J.P. (1868-1934),
whose father Rufus Jones
(1831-1922) was a wealthy
elastic webbing manufacturer,
who owned a factory on
Attleborough Green.
After 1917 Herbert Jones also
acquired the Attleborough Hall
estate and the Caldwell
mansion house was left empty
and untenanted. It was during
this period that a fire broke out
in the Hall on the morning of
January 25th 1920. The south
wing of the Hall was entirely
gutted. The cause seemed to
have been due to being
unfurnished, fires had been lit
in the grates to keep the Hall
aired during the winter months,
but a chimney in a bedroom
had caught fire causing beams
adjacent to overheat and ignite.
The alarm was given at 5.10am
but it took four hours to put the
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blaze out by which time the
roof had collapsed. What
remained of the Hall was later
occupied by Herbert Jones’s
son, Phillip Rufus Jones (1910?) but after World War Two the

estate was sold off and the
house demolished c.1946-49.
The grounds of Caldwell Estate
were known at one time for
their birdsong. Nightingales
congregated there once a year

and local people visited the
woods to listen to their annual
gathering.

Feedback from the last Journal, and help needed
JOSIAH BUCKLER 1851 -1904
David Rule drule@btinternet.com writes – The recent article re Mr Buckler and written by Peter Lawes
who sadly now has died: my great grandmother Mary Rule in 1880s was rescued from Asylum and her
4 young sons from Nuneation Workhouse by "a kind butcher in Abbey Street who offered her a cottage
one up one down". The article refers to an older widow who was a maidservant to Buckler family. I
would dearly love to clear off the question of whether Mr Buckler may have been the kind man and the
widow have been my great grandmother; but respect the wish of the family not to be troubled. Is there
any possibility of being able to pursue this?
Does anyone out there have any information or can give David any pointers?

Attleborough Church Youth Club 1940s
Vaughan Bates of Vancouver (via Mike Sharrod) has identified his Mother, Isobel Hall (now Bates),
sitting third from the left next to Mary Hextal. Isobel lives in Bournemouth and she and Mary are stiil
corresponding.

Saint Peter's Cottages in Bedworth (also known as the Catholic Yard)
Alison Moore alimoore251@hotmail.com is seeking photographs of Saint Peter's Cottages in Bedworth (also
known as the Catholic Yard) the cottages belonged to the Catholic Church and were demolished in the 1950's.

Any Yorkshire or Northern Roots?
The Borthwick Institute is becoming more user friendly! At the Borthwick are many PRs for Yorkshire (most for 20 miles
radius of York); BTs for parishes of Yorkshire and much information on church history. But of far greater importance to family
historians are their collections of pre-1858 wills. They hold all the probate records for the York Archdiocese – the northern
equivalent to the PCC wills for southern England. Although many testators were in Yorkshire you could get lucky with any of
the northern parts within the archdiocese. Also held are the bonds and allegations for marriage by licence throughout the
Archdiocese – these are indexed on British Origins.
However, if your Yorkshire connections include York, you could get very lucky with the Borthwick’s collection for chocolatemakers Rowntree or Terrys. Or the collection of school and health records for the city.
The Borthwick Institute is now on the University of York campus, within the Raymond Burton Library. There is car parking on
site (get their early – you compete with students for space!) The Institute is open Monday-Friday from 0915am to 1615pm.
You can contact them by post, phone or email. The staff met on duty at the recent Doncaster FHS Fair were most helpful.
The Borthwick Institute for Archives
University of York
Heslington
York YO10 5DD
Tel: 01904 321166.
Email: borthwick-institute@york.ac.uk
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The North Warwickshire Pages
By Celia Parton

BAXTERLEY CHURCH
Baxterley church unusually is
not dedicated to any particular
saint. It now stands in isolated
countryside and is the smallest
church in the Birmingham
Diocese. The church was built
towards the end of the 12th
century and consisted of a
chancel with very small
windows and would have been
much smaller than the current
church. It is believed that the
base of the bell tower was set
up in 1540 by Hugh Glover,
son of the Mancetter Martyr,
Robert Glover, who was
burned at the stake. The
Glovers lived in nearby
Baxterley Hall. The top section,
however, is early 17th century.
Further alterations and
additions, including the
beautiful stained glass windows
were made during the Victorian

era. The north aisle, porch,
vestry and roof are all
Victorian. Inside the church is
a crozier head, believed to be
12th century. In 1958
subsidence caused by mining
had damaged the chancel arch.
The crozier head was
discovered when repair work
was being carried out.
Coal mining was the main
reason why the church is now
isolated about a mile from
Baxterley village. Originally the
village was situated around the
church but when the two main
shafts of Baddesley pit
(actually situated in Baxterley)
were sunk, the main
occupation of the Baxterley
residents changed from
agriculture to coal mining.
Houses were then built close to
the mine and the old houses
were left empty and fell into
decay.
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There is a pathway, lined on
each side by lime trees, leading
to the Norman doorway of the
church. At the entrance to the
pathway there are elaborate
gates set up by Hugh Bacon in
memory of his father, Sir
James Bacon who was a
respected judge for many
years.

Rev Hugh Bacon was vicar of
Baxterley and Merevale for 53
years. He was born in London
on 31st March 1828, the son of
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the pit. The little church was
crowded with mourners and
many more gathered in the
churchyard to pay their
respects to the men who had
lost their lives whilst attempting
to rescue nine trapped men
from the mine. There are also
gravestones to John Parker,
the manager, Joseph Ball, the
enginewright and Thomas
Besson, another who lived in
Baxterley Hall cottages. All
died in the same disaster.

Sir James Bacon and his wife
Laura Frances. He moved with
his wife, Charlotte Ann, to
Baxterley in 1854 where they
raised their family of six
children. He was vicar of
Baxterley from then until his
death on 2nd April 1907. He is
buried in Baxterley churchyard
along with his wife who died in
1902 and some of his children.
Their graves are in a plot
surrounded by a kerb. Inside
the church there is a marble
plaque dedicated to his
memory.
Also inside the church there is
a memorial plaque in memory

of the men from Baxterley who
died in the Baddesley pit
explosion of 1882. This was
the worst disaster in the history
of the pit when 32 men lost
their lives, eleven of them
coming from Baxterley.
It was Rev Bacon’s sad duty to
carry out the funerals of all the
men from his parish. Five of
them, Joseph Clay, brothers
John and Dick Evans, Eli Smith
and John Collins shared the
same funeral and their coffins
were laid out side by side for
burial. All these men were
neighbours, having lived in the
Baxterley Hall cottages near to

The parish registers date back
to 1673 and are held at
Warwick Record Office.
Atherstone library has copies
on microfilm.
Today Baxterley is part of the
Kingsbury and Baxterley group
of parish churches which also
includes Hurley, Wood End and
Merevale.
See also www.baxterley.com

Top left: the tree lined path
Left:
the Bacon family graves
Above: the memorial plaque
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Katie Sutherland’s diary
continued from the last
Journal.
Katie had been born in Baxterley
in 1864 then her family emigrated
to Australia in 1874. In 1903
Katie, with her husband, returned
to England for a holiday and revisited villages in north
Warwickshire that she had known
as a child. This is her account of
her trip.

fashioned garden, and are all
very fond of flowers. After tea
we went to the church and had
a good look over it. Mrs Smith
seems to know the whole
history of it from its foundation,
and explained everything,
which made it much more
interesting. Since we left
several beautiful stained glass
windows have been added to
the church. Mr Bacon gave
two, to the memory of his

The Smiths of Pump House Farm c 1891
Yesterday afternoon Clara and
I walked to the Pump House
and stayed to tea. I like Lois
(Smith) very much. I don’t think
old Smith looks a day older
than when we left Baxterley.
They have a lovely old

daughters, Mary and Kathleen,
and a pulpit to the memory of
his daughter Ethel. His brother,
Judge Bacon, put in a window
as a thanksgiving for the
recovery of his niece, Alice,
from a serious illness, and Miss
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Bacon collected the money for
a window in memory of the
colliers who lost their lives in
the Baxterley coal pit. There is
also a window to the memory
of Bishop Latimer, who
preached his last sermon in
this church. When the church
was restored the old Glover
tombstones were taken from
the floor of the church and put
in the graveyard. I hope I shall
be able to get a snap shot of
these ancient monuments of
our ancestors. The inscriptions
on them are hardly
decipherable now but the name
“Hugo Glover” is still quite
plain. It is so rough and windy
today that I have not been out.
I expect Peter will be home
today.
Dordon Monday July 6 (1903)
Peter arrived from London on
Friday night and on Saturday
morning we walked to Mrs
McFarlane’s and stayed for
dinner and tea. We spent a
very pleasant day there and in
the evening walked to
Baxterley and called on Miss
Bilson. She is a funny little
body, but much more talkative
and lively than she was as a
girl. She was quite excited at
seeing us. After leaving there
we walked on to the rectory
and saw Mr Bacon for a few
minutes. He is just as nice as
ever and sent kind messages
to everyone. If we come back
to Warwickshire he wants us to
go to lunch, and I hope we
shall be able to do so.
Yesterday, Sunday morning,
we walked to Polesworth
Church and saw Grandpa and
Grandma’s graves (John and
Elizabeth Crossley of Dordon
who died in 1870 and 1874)
and in the evening went to
Dordon Church. It has been
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enlarged and is very different to
what it used to be. We enjoyed
the service very much. The
clergyman from Baddesley
preached. After church we
went to see Mrs Ross and had
some of her cowslip wine. It
was very nice and reminded
me of old times. We are going
there to dinner today and we
leave for Derby this afternoon.
(In October the Sutherlands
again visited Dordon…)
October 12th (1903)
We went to Dordon last
Monday (a week ago) and
found all well there. In the
afternoon Mrs Ross came to
see us and stayed to tea. On
Tuesday the weather was
horrible but in spite of that
Peter and I set off after
breakfast. We hired a trap and
were driven to Mrs McFarlane’s
and stayed there to dinner, and
in the afternoon after he
returned from market Mr Mc F
drove us to the Rectory. The
Bacons were just having tea so
we joined them, and spent a
very pleasant time. Mr B is just
as jolly as ever and seems to
have very good health
excepting in his legs, which are
practically useless. After tea we
walked back to Dordon, the
rain had stopped by this time,
but the wind had risen and
walking was far from pleasant.
On Wednesday we walked to
Baddesley and after visiting
Aunt Bessie’s grave in the
Chapel yard (Elizabeth
Gawthorne nee Crossley died
1876), we went on for a last
look at Baxterley. It was a
lovely morning so the old place
was at its best. We took one or
two photos and then returned
to Dordon. On the way back we
went into the Baddesley

Market Street Polesworth
Churchyard and saw poor
Mary’s grave. She is buried
beside her father and mother.
(Mary Crossley 1845-1899
daughter of William Crossley
1797-1855, publican of the
Maypole Inn, Baxterley and
Sarah Crossley nee Coates
1813-1884. William was Katie’s
great uncle.)
We reached Dordon about
11.30 and then Clara, Peter
and I drove to Higham. We
went to Emma Abell’s for
dinner. She and Ada Freeman
live together, and seem very
happy and comfortable. They
were awfully pleased to see us.
We both took a fancy to Emma.
She is such a good natured,
jolly little woman. After dinner
we drove on to Stoke…..
(Old John Crossley of Dordon’s
youngest sister, Jane Crossley,
had married Samuel Abell in
1836. He was a blacksmith and
farmer of Higham on the Hill, a
small town on the other side of
Atherstone from Dordon.
Samuel and Jane had three
children. John Abell (18401915) farmed at Lindley
Grange. Emma Abel did not
marry. Mary Jane Abell married
and had one child, Ada

20

Freeman. Ada and her aunt
Emma lived together in “The
Blue House”, Higham on the
Hill. Emma died in 1913, Ada
died in 1940.)
……Then we returned to
Higham to tea, and then went
to Lindley Grange, a lovely old
place where John Abell lives,
and tradition says that it was
there the officers slept the night
before the Battle of Bosworth,
which was fought quite near.
We reached Dordon soon after
seven and then Peter and I
went to say goodbye to Mrs
Ross and after that walked to
Hall End and went down the
coal pit. It was very interesting.
By the time we had seen some
of the underground workings
and machinery we were both
dead tired.
We left Dordon for Birmingham
on Thursday morning….
(After returning to Australia
Katie and Peter Sutherland
lived in Ballarat, Victoria. Katie
died in 1909 aged 45. She and
Peter did not have any
children.)
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New members’ contact details
No.

Name

Address

Telephone No

e-mail

2012-17

Mr Steve Dingley

Oak House, Hookagate, Shrewsbury, SY5 8BE

01743860783

stvdingley@hotmail.com

2012-18

Mrs Jan Harris

14 Bertie Road, Cumnor, Oxford, OX2 9PS

01865 862080

janharris953@btinternet.com

2012-19

Mrs Ruth Cox

7 The Green, Bilton, Rugby, CV22 7LZ

01788 814068

gill.cox@btinternet.com

2012-20

Miss Helen Ebery

1129 Fairbank Road, Fairbank, Victoria, Australia 3951

2012-21

Mr Andrew Parker

71 Ramwells Brow, Bromley Cross, Bolton, BL7 9LG

07968 050390

andyp@charmhurst.freeserve.co.uk

2012-22

Mrs Gill Barlow

13 Burrows Close, Penn, High Wycombe, HP10 8AR

01494 812789

gillbarlow11@yahoo.co.uk

2012-23

Mrs Judy Jerrard-Dinn

33 Hillfoot Crescent, Stockton Heath, Warrington WA4 6SB

2012-24

Mr Jeffrey Elmes

31 Claremont Close, Bulkington, Bedworth, CV12 9RP

02476 317104

jeffelmes@btinternet.com

2012-25

Miss Alison Moore

35 Holbein Close, Bedworth, Nuneaton, CV12 8TA

02476 312476

alimoore251@hotmail.com

2012-26

Ms Carol White

1A Elmfield Road, Nuneaton, CV10 0EA

02476 732 133

carol.white45@ntlworld.com

2012-27

Mr Eliot Ball

6 Ashley Grove, Gordon, N.S.W., Australia 2072

040415108939

eliotball1@gmail.com

2012-28

Mrs Louise Anderson

44 Cross Street, Nuneaton, CV10 8HX

07504832682

loubelou.anderson@ntlworld.com

Interest Name
BALDOCK
BALL
BALL
BALLINGER
BALLINGER
BATES
BOSWELL
BOSWELL
BOWN
BULL
BROWN
CARTWRIGHT
COSGRAVE
CROWSHAW
DINGLEY
EAVES
EBERY
ELMES
FLAKE
FLAKE
FODEN
HENDERSON
HILL
HIRST
HIRST
HOLLAND
HOLMES
HOOD
MARSTON
MATTHEWS
McDONAGH
OAKEY
PARKER
REDDEN
REDDEN
REDDEN
RIDDEN
RIDDEN
RIDDEN
TAYLOR
TAYLOR
TONKS
TOWNSHEND
WHITE
WILSON
WORKER

Parish/ Town
Hinckley
Nuneaton
Hydes Pastures
Aston
Birmingham
Nuneaton
Birmingham
Coleshill
Nuneaton
Chilvers Coton
Attleborough
Nuneaton
Bedworth
Nuneaton
Baddesley Ensor
Coleshill
Nuneaton
Ashton
ALL
ALL
Lea Marston
Attleborough
Nuneaton
Aston
ALL
Ratcliffe Cluley
ALL
ALL
Bedworth
Fillongley
Tamworth
Attleborough
ALL
Elmdon
Coleshill
Knowle
Elmdon
Coleshill
Knowle
Coleshill
Nuneaton
ALL
Bedworth
Frensham
Attleborough
Castlethorpe

judyandianjd@googlemail.com

We are sorry to report the death of two
members -

New members’ surname interests
No.
2012-18
2012-27
2012-27
2012-22
2012-22
2012-28
2012-23
2012-23
2012-26
2012-25
2012-19
2012-28
2012-25
2012-28
2012-17
2012-22
2012-20
2012-24
2012-26
2012-26
2012-18
2012-19
2012-26
2012-22
2012-22
2012-23
2012-24
2012-21
2012-23
2012-23
2012-23
2012-19
2012-21
2012-22
2012-22
2012-22
2012-22
2012-22
2012-22
2012-22
2012-28
2012-24
2012-23
2012-26
2012-19
2012-24

helenjoy@activ8.net.au

County
LEI
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
BKM
DUR
SSX
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
YKS
LEI
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
STS
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
WAR
SRY
WAR
NTH

Period
1750+
Pre 1900
Pre 1900
1700 - 1850
1700 - 1850
No. detai
ALL
M +
1800
1800 +
ALL
1800 - 1900
Pre 1800
ALL
1890 - 1950
ALL
ALL
ALL
ALL
Pre 1780
ALL
ALL
c1800
1900s
ALL
ALL
1800 - 1860
1800 +
Pre 1870
Pre 1800
1800 - 1880
1800 +
Pre 1815
1900s
Pre 1800
1670 - 1770
1670 - 1770
1670 - 1770
1670 - 1770
1670 - 1770
1670 - 1770
1700 - 1790
ALL
Pre 1865
1800 +
ALL
1900s
Pre 1800
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1996-12

Mrs Valerie Payne

deceased 28.06.2012

2007-14

Mr Keith Stansfield

deceased 04.06.2012

Changes to existing members contact
details
1996-19
Mr Gordon & Mrs Sheila Mears
New email: gadsby65@mymts.net
1999-02

Mrs Gillian Jenkins

New address: 14 Chater House, Welland Place, St.
Marys Road, Market Harborough LE16 7GF
2011-29

Mr Bob Muscutt

New address: Friedrich-Engels-Weg 10, 42657,
Solingen, Germany
Telephone: 0049 (0)212 88999142
2007-19

Mr C. R. & Mrs E. A. Upton

New email: richard.anneu@hotmail.co.uk
2010-28

Dr Josephine M. Lloyd

New email: topfields@me.com

Resignations
2010-45

Mrs Marlene Piercy

resigned 13.07.2012

2000-06

Mrs Sheila Lines

resigned 28.08.2012

2009-09

Mrs Sharon Cooper

resigned 16.09.2012

2011-32

Mr Edward Bailey

resigned 16.09.2012

2011-44

Mr Maurice Corden

resigned 16.09.2012

2011-22

Mrs Linda Peters

resigned 17.09.2012

2009-30

Mr John Buckler & Ms Jennifer Adby

resigned 17.09.2012

2011-25

Mrs Christine Boland

resigned 18.09.2012

2008-33

Mr Brian Pullin

resigned 20.09.2012

2002-13

Mrs Cecilia Roberts

resigned 20.09.2012

2008-04

Mr & Mrs G. A. Summers

resigned 21.09.2012
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The crozier head in Baxterley church. It
is believed to be 12th century. In 1958
subsidence caused by mining
had damaged the chancel arch. The
crozier head was discovered when repair
work was being carried out.

See page 17
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