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The editors little box.
As you can see from the above there has been a reshuffle in the NNWFHS team with
some new young blood at the top. The Committee is dedicated to providing the best
service we can for the Society and our members.
We have a new project to prepare a publication on
mining in north Warwickshire from a family history
viewpoint (those already published tend to cover
the technical aspects of mining rather than the
human side)*. To this end we need pictures of
mines and miners. Can you help? What we need
are pre-WWI pictures free from copyright. Family
photographs are ideal as are old postcards. Pictures from the internet are problematic https://astreetnearyou.org/?fbclid=IwAR0_qvqlQggkuofhL1kQ
if you find a particularly good one that relates to our area let us know and we can
GAKZYnoFFBUE_Cmo5M2tZBnl5LaBv7explore
any copyright issues. The example shown is an old postcard of Dexter Colliery,
G7rbCK5s#=undefined&lat=52.573668847837446&lon=Hurley. Please send any photos to Jacqui - wesimkinsandson@btconnect.com
1.5457420359598475&zoom=13
* Notable exception - Parker's Fine Pumping Engine
JAP which deals with the aftermath of
the Baddesley disaster of 1882 and its effect on the survivors and widows - see
baddesleypitexplosion.co.uk
Finally, I wish you a happy Christmas and a fruitful new year chasing those elusive
ancestors.
JAP
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Trivia, trifles and tales
Greetings!
Colin Cartwright has
taken on the mantle of
Chairman from John, and
I am delighted to report
my role of Secretary has
been taken on by Jo
Darling. Jo, however,
didn’t wish to write
Journal columns, so you
are stuck with me…
We are in the depths of
autumn awaiting the
onset of winter - which
may have arrived by the
time you read this. We
often had snow during the
first week of December
as my late mum had
many a white birthday.
As I commented last time,
the weather is a regular
talking point, with
extreme conditions often
flagged up in records –
and not necessarily
where you would expect
to find them recorded!
But it wasn’t just the
weather that was
commented upon. In
some registers we find
ministers very good at
advising when multiple
baptisms are twins or by
giving ages, while others
make no comment at all
thus leaving us
wondering. I was
recently made aware of
four baptisms in
Nuneaton St Nicolas born
to the TEW family and
baptised together in
1823. On investigating, it
is unclear from the
baptism register if they
were a multiple birth, but
the burial note some two
weeks later is clear that

they were infants – but
surely quadruplets would
have raised a comment
from Rev. Hughes.
Curiously, the burial
refers to “sons and
daughters” – Faith, Hope,
Charity and Patience: you
would expect them to be
girls, wouldn’t you?
A challenge was recently
presented: John SMITH,
son of John SMITH…in
Birmingham and in the
metal trades. The
researcher is sure it
cannot be resolved as
he’s tried for some years.
It is not a swift issue we
could cover at a help
desk so I promised that
between Christmas and
New Year I would shut all
else out, settle down with
a mince pie or three, and
see what I could
establish. If it is resolved,
the Eureka! will be
audible across the area!!
An Adolphus Christian
cropped up at another
help desk and he was so
distinctly named that we
soon nailed him down,
but the enquirer was
shocked to find an uncle
on the census whose
very existence was news
and who, on checking,
hadn’t passed until the
1960s, yet they all lived
within a relatively small
area!
At another help desk, we
found some muddled
parish names on
Ancestry. A quick look at
Find My Past resolved
the parish. We cannot
over-emphasise the need
to double-check anything
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you find, and always look
at the original image!
Prior to 1837 we rely on
parish registers for
baptisms, marriages and
burials: a recent hunt
required reading the
pages of the register as
each entry for the family
used a different version of
the surname not always
covered by “variant” in
search engines…be
thorough, and think
beyond the box!! That
same enquiry required
one OS map –spanning
several counties and
dioceses…to prove all the
parishes were within
walking distance. Paper
boundaries were no
obstacle for movement of
people!
We are fortunate that in
Warwickshire libraries
both Find My Past and
Ancestry are available for
use: check what your
local library has - if it is
somewhere you can
readily pop into, why pay
for a subscription? You
could use that money to
subscribe to an
alternative source
relevant to your area or
topic of research. Many
library computers allow
you to download to your
own memory stick,
enabling you to take
document images home.
In our last Journal we had
a piece on archaic
medical terms. One of
our wonderful members
rapped my knuckles - in
the nicest possible way!
“Icterus” is still a term for
jaundice – despite it
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appearing on those lists.
I stand corrected and, as
ever, thank all those
wonderful people who are
so generous with
explanations that help our
research. It is only the
sharing of knowledge that
enables us to better
understand what we find.
Earlier this year,
NNWFHS launched a
family history record
book. It was based on
others published some
years ago and arose after
a number of requests for
a portable means of
recording research on
paper. We
acknowledged the earlier
publications, updated the
options, and published.
This book is on, I think,
the third reprint and a
fourth will be needed
early next year. At £5 it is
affordable and invaluable
– a good Christmas gift,
too. To broaden the
selection of material
available, we are
considering production of
booklets dealing with
aspects of north
Warwickshire from the
perspective of the family
historian.
The last events attended
for the year were the
Oxford FHS Fair at
Woodstock, and the
Doncaster & District FHS
Fair. We met members
plus many interesting and
interested visitors and got
home feeling “day well
spent”. NNWFHS also
assists the Federation of
Family History Societies
by manning their stands
for a day at some
regional events – in

September we were at
Stoneleigh and in
November at NEC. It is
amazing how many family
historians are “into crafts”
and we had some really
interesting visitors from a
wide area of the country
enabling us to promote all
those FHS that belong to
the “Fed”. For 2019 the
big, new, event is Family
Tree Live at Alexandra
Palace. NNWFHS has
booked a table. More
elsewhere in this edition
but we do need members
like you to come and lend
a hand alongside regular
team helpers. Do please
get in touch!
Back to those above
mentioned mince
pies…my daughter-in-law
has said that she is
relying on me to teach my
granddaughter to cook!
So at 26-months my
granddaughter helped jar
up this year’s mincemeat.
Surprisingly, she never
missed getting her
spoons full into the jars
so my anticipated big
sticky mess did not
happen! My sons made a
HUGE mess at her age!!
In years to come, I
wonder if she will be the
sixth generation of the
family to use - and tweak
- the recipe.
Many members
communicate with
Shirley, our membership
secretary, and she much
enjoys the exchanges.
As I write, Shirley is
hamstrung, or rather
right-arm-strung: she had
a nasty fall on the poorlylit steps leaving Coventry
Cathedral after
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Evensong. Please join
me in wishing her a rapid
and full recovery.
Christmas is upon us and
I trust Santa brings you
much wanted family
history gifts!
From all on the NNWFHS
committee we extend
very best wishes for
Christmas and for 2019 –
happy ancestor hunting!
Jacqui

Forthcoming meetings
8th January: New Year
Social. Slide show, fun
family history quiz, etc.
Please bring some food
to share, and alcohol if
you wish. Tea & coffee
provided. A good evening
for a natter, too!
12th February: A
Soldier’s Life understanding a man's
progress from civilian to
soldier and back again.
Military historian and
researcher Chris Baker
will guide us in putting
flesh on those military
bones. Check out
www.longlongtrail.co.uk
12th March: Research &
help: Let’s explore
...NNWFHS online – a
presentation by
webmaster Ian Shuter to
show how to get the most
out of the website. Social
Media officer, Jo Darling
will demonstrate
NNWFHS Facebook to
promote local issues.
Journal available
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Demobilisation in Britain, 1918-20. A Land Fit for Heroes
There are some interesting
websites explaining the
situation in Britain
immediately following the
end of the Great War.
Some sites deal with women
losing their jobs as men
returned; others look at the
problems of unemployment
especially for those men
partially disabled. This
article offers more
background detail that may
enable you to better
understand the situation for
your family in the aftermath
of WW1. It is from
www.nationalarchives.gov.u
k/pathways/firstworldwar/sp
otlights/demobilisation.htm
In August 1917, the Lloyd
George government created
a Ministry of Reconstruction.
Under the leadership of the
reform-minded Liberal,
Christopher Addison, it was
charged with overseeing the
task of rebuilding 'the
national life on a better and
more durable foundation'
once the Great War was
over. It set up a plethora of
committees that investigated
many aspects of life in
Britain, ranging from
housing and local
government to labour
relations and the post-war
economy.
Re-incorporating the
demobilised troops into the
civilian workforce gave rise
to serious concerns in
government circles. Aside
from the logistical problems
involved, returning soldiers
were seen as a possible
rallying points for labour
unrest and Bolshevism.
During 1919, 2.4 million
British workers were
involved in strike action 300,000 more than in
Germany, widely regarded
as the likeliest home of the
next Communist revolution.

Although the Bolshevik
influence in Britain was, in
fact, negligible, army chiefs
were still working on a plan
'in the event of Soviet
government at Liverpool' in
January 1920.

suffered when
unemployment rose rapidly
and the ambitious wartime
programme of
'reconstruction' was shelved
during the 1921 economic
slump.

Demobilisation plans
The original demobilisation
scheme, drawn up in 1917
by the war secretary Lord
Derby, proposed that the
first men to be released
from service should be
those who held jobs in key
branches of industry.
However, as these men
were invariably those who
had been called up in the
latter stages of the war, it
meant that men with the
longest service records
were generally the last to be
demobilised. Derby's
scheme, as shown in 1918
by the small-scale mutinies
at British army camps in
Calais and Folkestone and
by a demonstration of 3,000
soldiers in central London,
was potentially a serious
source of unrest.

Some problems were
caused by demobilised
soldiers from the Dominions,
who were often left waiting
in Britain for long periods
until transport could be
found to ship them home. A
mutiny at a camp for
Canadian soldiers in Rhyl in
March 1919, for example,
was only suppressed after a
number of men were killed.
A few months later,
rampaging Canadian
soldiers broke into a police
station in Epsom, killing one
policeman and causing a
serious riot.

Thus one of Churchill's first
acts, after he was
announced as the new war
secretary in January 1919,
was to introduce a new and
more equitable
demobilisation scheme.
Based on age, length of
service and the number of
times a man had been
wounded in battle, it
ensured that the longestserving soldiers were
generally demobilised first.
The new system defused an
explosive situation.
Unrest and riots
Demobilisation,
nonetheless, remained a
difficult undertaking. Many
ex-servicemen, promised a
'land fit for heroes' by the
Lloyd George government,
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Demobilisation also
exacerbated social tensions
in various British ports. A
series of ugly race riots took
place in Liverpool and
Cardiff during June 1919, as
the local white population
clashed with black workers
and seamen, many of whom
were left unemployed at the
end of the war. In Cardiff, in
particular, white exservicemen, including
Australians stationed in the
area, headed lynch mobs
that terrorised the city's
black community during a
week of violence that left
three men dead and dozens
more injured. In the
aftermath the government
repatriated hundreds of
black people (600 by midSeptember 1919).
A relatively trouble-free
process
Despite these flashpoints,
however, demobilisation
was a relatively trouble-free
process. In November 1918,
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the British army had
numbered almost 3.8 million
men. Twelve months later, it
had been reduced to slightly
less than 900,000 and by
1922 to just over 230,000.
The majority of those who
left the armed forces in this
period were re-integrated
successfully into the British
economy. Whereas
demobilisation in Germany

created a mass of
discontented ex-soldiers
ready to support extremist
paramilitary organisations,
ex-servicemen in Britain
generally eschewed political
radicalism and gravitated
towards the British Legion
for support and like-minded
comradeship. The extensive
post-war turmoil that many
had anticipated in 1917
never materialised.

Further research
The following references
give an idea of the sources
held by The National
Archives on the subject of
this chapter. These
documents can be seen on
site at The National
Archives.

Reference

Document

AIR 10/199:

RAF notes for airmen on demobilisation, 1919.

CAB 27/41-42:

Minutes and memos of the Cabinet Committee on Demobilisation, 1918.

CAB 33:

War Cabinet Post War Priority and Demobilisation Committees: minutes and registered files, 1918-19.

MEPO 2/1962:

Various material on the riot by five Canadian soldiers at Epsom police station, Jun 1919.

RECO 1:

Various Ministry of Reconstruction files on demobilisation, 1918-19.

Published by R&TFHS (Romany & Traveller Family History Society) ISBN 978-1-900660-50-1

Emancipation of women - Are we there yet?
http://www.historyofwomen.org/ is an excellent website chronicling what an uphill struggle it
has been (and still is). Topics include 'Wife beating' (OK it seems), 'Selling a wife' (no consent
involved) and 'Custody of children' (they stay with the father). Rather sobering to see how
recently such things were the unquestioned norm.
5
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George Eliot Bicentenary
‘Our dead are never
dead to us, until we
have forgotten them...’
A mantra for family
historians…though
perhaps the dead are
forgotten until family
historians metaphorically
bring them back to life!
The quote is from Adam
Bede, one of the novels
by George Eliot. Born
Mary Anne EVANS she is
one of the great novelists
of the Victorian era,
respected for her
representations of real
life.
On 22nd November next
year it will be two
hundred years since the
birth of Mary Anne.
NNWFHS is looking for
your contributions to help
the Society mark the
bicentenary of this
complex and interesting
woman born and raised in
north Warwickshire.
Does she feature in your
tree? We know some
members certainly can
claim her on a firmlyattached branch so
please write your story for
the Journal. Some
surnames dangling in the
tree are BAKER,
BUNNEY, CLARKE,
EVANS, EVARARD,
GARNER, GARRETT,
GRIFFITHS, HOBDAY,
JOHNSON, MEIGH,
PEARSON, POWERS,
RAWLINS, SWINNERTON,
WATSON.

Did any of the key people
in her life appear in your
research as family, or

otherwise? Perhaps
people such as teachers
the Misses Franklin,
brushed shoulders with
your forebears. Or
maybe your forebears
lived near to some of the
family - or worked for
them?
Did one of her novels
feature in your reading?
Was it relevant to people
or places in your tree…
Did she model one of her
characters on a person in
your tree? Not sure, well
here is a short list of real
people on whom key
characters were based,
taken from the Oxford
Reader’s Companion to
George Eliot:
Barbara Leigh Smith
Bodichon
James William Buchanan
Mrs Nancy Wallington
Buchanan
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Revd Bernard Gilpin Ebdell
Christiana Evans, later
Clarke
Isaac Pearson Evans
Robert Evans
Samuel Evans
Revd Francis Franklin
Emma Gwyther
Revd John Gwyther
Revd John Edwin Jones
Bartle Massey (Derbyshire)
Newdegate family
Pearson sisters (aunts of
GE)
Elizabeth Tomlinson (wife of
Samuel Evans)

Perhaps you believe one
of your forebears features
as a character – if so,
please write about it!
Time to put your thinkingcaps on! In the coming
months, what can you
write, picture or otherwise
that ties to the theme of
George Eliot? All
contributions to the editor,
please.
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“WONDERFUL, PROUD, WISE PEOPLE”
The story of the British canal
system commences with the
opening of the Sankey
Canal in 1757 followed, in
1761, by the much-lauded
Bridgewater Canal. Up to
the 1820s there was 'canal
mania' with over one
hundred canals constructed,
each requiring an Act of
Parliament. This expanding
inland waterway network is
largely regarded as what
made Britain the first
industrialised nation in the
world.

began to see the potential of
waterways for the
regeneration of urban areas.
There is an informative
obituary for Jack Skinner at:
/www.theguardian.com/theg
uardian/2008/jun/16/1
There is a short video
available from the Canal &
River Trust with interesting
old photographs:
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=Fn9882n36kw&feat
ure=youtu.be

Canals efficiently
transported raw materials,
manufactured goods,
foodstuffs and all else. The
Bridgewater Canal reputedly
halved the price of coal from
the Dukes mines when it
was sold in Liverpool and
Manchester.
Many communities
developed along the canal
network – from small ones
such as Bodymoor Heath
(pub and nonconformist
chapel alongside the “cut”
and nearby locks) to the
rapid expansion of existing
towns, especially where
there were canal junctions.
Producers along the cut
would trade eggs, fresh milk
and horse feed to
boats…and beer.
Businesses grew up on the
wharves.
The coming of the railways
sounded the death-knell for
canals which went into a
decline through lack of use
and neglect. Some were
filled in or built over – as
was part of the Lichfield &
Hatherton canal.
There are many articles and
books about the fight to
keep the canals, leading to
the formation of the Inland
Waterways Association. In
the 1990s, the Government,
British Waterways and
private investors [again!]

There are many occupations
involved with canals,
starting with the men who
initiated the early ones
(Duke of Bridgewater,
Wedgwood, etc), the
engineers who planned their
building (Brindley, Telford,
etc) to the excavators or
‘navigators’ who dug them the original navvy. Every
trade was employed in the
building of canals – brick,
stone, wood, clay and iron
were all used and the men
who worked these lived
largely on site, in huts, and
were employed by canal
companies. Once built the
canal operating company
required lockkeepers, toll
collectors, agents for the
company, labourers – the
longest known encampment
of navvies in huts was at
Whixall Moss where the
peat required constant work
on the canal embankments.

Canal Forebears

On the canal ran boats of
many types: the traditional
narrowboat was used in
north Warwickshire, but
some canals were built for a
larger beam with wider
locks. Horses required food,
blacksmiths, stables and
saddlers. Boat builders,
boat owners, masters and
crew – from steerer to the
lad, or girl, who led the

7

horse (until the steam, later
diesel, engine arrived to
power the boat) are all
associated with canals.
Horse-drawn boats needed
two men to “leg” through
tunnels, too. As the cargo
was man-handled on and
off, every wharf had
wharfingers: carters, loaders
- every word you can think
of for those who moved or
carried cargo or transported
it to its final destination.
Some goods were carried in
baskets – so basket makers
were involved – some in
sacks, and much was
shovelled in…and out again.
Cranes appeared on
wharves. Chandlers were
often sited near wharves.
Finding you have forebears
working the canals can be
off-putting – there certainly
was a stigma in parts of
society against all who were
not resident in an
identifiable building, and this
can be seen particularly in
newspaper reports of
events. Boaters certainly
had to “forage” for food –
money was tight, and fresh
food was not easily acquired
from any form of shop. You
will find court cases for
poaching in particular.
Tracing your forebears may
be a little more demanding
as they are moving
constantly through the
countryside, but it can be
done with persistence,
imaginative searching and a
pinch of good luck –
especially now that the
census and growing number
of parish registers are
indexed and searchable
online.
Some families operated
boats for several
generations: owner/
operators were the “Number
Ones” on the canal system,
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while the largest percentage
worked for boat-owning
companies. Some families
shunned the civil registration
system, and some avoided
church, too, though one “life
event” recorded is burial!
For Midlands boat people, a
useful place to look for
records are the registers for
All Saints, Braunston – the
“Boaters’ Cathedral”. Major
junctions on the canals are
similarly good hunting
places – check registers for
the parishes in which
junctions, or busy wharves,
were located: for example,
Hawkesbury was in
Walsgrave on Sowe.
“Boatman” appears in
entries in north
Warwickshire parish
registers – some would
have been passing through
– use keyword “boatman”.
A three-year-old child was
baptized at Polesworth,
home abode “Banbury”.
With more church registers
coming online, it is always
worth a search for your
family surname – many
families stuck together so if
you cannot find your
surname, try another
surname married in or one
of the “No. 1” families.
While some boatmen rented
a cottage, many had all the
family living in the small
cabin – a necessity to cut
costs especially when
haulage competition came
from railways and, later, the
roads. The “spellweaver”
website [below] has
interesting articles about the
lack of education of boat
children. The Education
Acts required that provision
be made for the children to
be educated in the place
where the boat was
registered – not much good
for a family constantly on
the move. In 1920 The Boat
Children’s Education Act
required children to attend

school for 200 days a year –
the same as land-based
children. Some schools
appeared in major stopping
ports, and there are records
of some on boats – the
Elsdale was moored at
Paddington as a school for
boaters’ children. Finally,
hostels were introduced for
boat children to stay in
during term time.
There were concerns about
“church going” resulting in
several boats being used as
“mission churches” of
various denominations
including by the Salvation
Army: the boat “Salvo”
toured the Midlands after
WW2. Mission churches
appeared at some major
stops and there are some
nonconformist chapels in
communities alongside the
canals. Health care was
also an issue. The
legendary Sister Mary Ward
operated at Stoke Bruerne,
providing health care for all
boat people, often from her
own pocket until the 1930s
when the canal company
provided a stipend. She
retired in 1962 and is
recorded as saying “People
think my boat people are
dirty and crude, and want to
get rid of them, but they are
wonderful, proud, wise
people”.
Research
The census: enumerators were
required to list the boats –
undoubtedly some were
“missed” for one reason or
another, but try using “canal”,
“wharf” or “boatman” as a key
word when searching online for
your family surname.
Unfortunately, not all entries
name the boat! Canal families
often had a cottage – always
check for more than one family
member in each census as
father could be away on the
boat while mother and younger
children were at home. Whole
families living on the boat
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became a necessity for many in
later 1800s to save on cost of
renting a cottage.
1939 Register: all individuals
except serving military were
required to register for issue of
ration books and identity cards
– canal boat people included.
Search on name and keyword
“boat”. A number of entries are
made in red ink – but it
seemingly did not apply to all
who were on boats or travelling
with caravans. The National
Archives has been contacted.
The original schedules are no
longer available but advises:
“…the likely explanation is that
the entries in red ink represent
the boats and caravans newly
arrived in the [enumeration]
th
district after 29 September
1939”.
Church of England Registers:
More are coming online as
indexed images, search for
family names. Some have
occupations indexed.
Remember that canals flowed
through several counties – and
burials could be anywhere.
There are examples of
baptisms, too, well away from
“base”.
Nonconformist Registers: early
ones are online as indexed
images at The Genealogist,
and some other sites. Always
worth a look for family names.
Canal Company Records and
Records of Owner/Operators:
those that exist can be found in
local archives, at the
Waterways Archive or The
National Archives. You need to
know the company your
forebears worked for, and the
work they did. Records can
include wage ledgers, rent
books, etc.
The Press: Some inventive
exploration in newspapers
indexed online can be
profitable: a surname with
keyword and selected years
can produce interesting results:
a ‘diligent’ PC at Buckby found
a number of dogs on boats at
the wharf and had the masters
in court for having no dog
license – a visit he repeated
regularly! There are reports of
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accidents, obituaries and even
details of a boat’s cargo. The
“Spellweaver” website [below]
has many extracts from
newspapers.
Local archives: have material
which may include plans for
canals which will show position
of boat yards, wharves, etc. An
Act of Parliament of May
1795 required all boats, barges,
etc., used on navigable rivers
and waterways to be registered
and Quarter Sessions record
these. Some registrations have
been published by The Eureka
Partnership, including those for
Warwickshire Quarter Sessions
1795 and also “Boat People of
the Oxford Canal” – these are
in the NNWFHS Library
Collection. Records of canal
companies and boat
companies that exist have
found their way into local and
national collections. There are
also sanitary/health
inspection records following
the Acts of Parliament in
1877 and 1884: again some
are in local collections. Local
collections also include trade
directories – a useful source for
tradesmen involved with the
canals.
Places to visit - Just a
few…Googling will find more
around the country.
Foxton Inclined Plane Trust,
Foxton LE16 7RA the locks are
free to visit. The Trust works to
maintain the museum and to
preserve the boat lift.
www.fipt.org.uk/
Shardlow Heritage Centre,
DE72 2GA.
www.shardlowheritage.eclipse.
co.uk/
National Waterways Museum &
Waterways Archive, Ellesmere
Port, CH65 4FW
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enj
oy-the-waterways/museumsand-attractions/nationalwaterways-museum
The Canal Museum, Stoke
Bruerne NN12 7SE
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enj
oy-the-waterways/museumsand-attractions/the-canalmuseum

Measham Museum, DE12 7HU
www.meashammuseum.btck.c
o.uk/ Iconic Measham Teapots
beloved by canal people!
Anderton Boat Lift, Northwich,
Cheshire CW9 6FW
https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/enj
oy-the-waterways/museumsand-attractions/anderton-boatlift
The Falkirk Wheel, FK1 4RS
Millennium Boat Lift:
www.scottishcanals.co.uk/falkir
k-wheel
Some useful websites worth
trawling - Inventive Googling
could find more!
Canal boat people:
www.spellweaveronline.co.uk/index.php/1/ “for
everyone interested in their
canal and river boat people”.
Super site for family historians recommended as a “first stop”.
There is a listing of boatmen
named in the Tamworth Herald
amongst the mass of material
freely available. Very well laid
out site – easy to navigate.
Lots of extracts from
newspapers, etc. Superb list of
links. Site owners Alan &
Angela are to be congratulated.
This site welcomes your
contributions, too, photographs
in particular and articles, family
history, etc: contact details on
the website.
Nursers:
http://nurser.co.uk/index.html
Nurser’s is a historically
important boatyard at
Braunston. Images of ledgers,
and all manner of interesting
material with some superb
photographs. Plus family
history, the work of the
boatyard and today’s activities.
Steamers Historical – another
website to get lost in!! Includes
strike of 1923. Many
photographs, lists, reports,
extracts from canal company
minutes, and more. Links to
other sites of interest.
www.steamershistorical.co.uk/s
teamers_home.htm
The Waterways Archive holds
hundreds of documents and
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historic photos of canal boats
and workers. Also book to visit
to do research.
http://collections.canalrivertrust.
org.uk/home
Port of Runcorn database of
owners, masters and crewmen
of ships registered 1863–1913
http://archivedatabases.cheshir
e.gov.uk/archivesandlocalstudi
es/Search.aspx?archiveid=4%2
0%20
Wigan Canal Boat Registers
1878–1951:
www.wigan.gov.uk/Docs/PDF/
Resident/Leisure/Museumsandarchives/archives/WiganCanal
BoatsRegister18781951.pdf
Wolverhampton Boat Families
(Holt’s Index) [includes church
register entries and boat
names]
www.canalmuseum.org.uk/colle
ction/holts.htm
Leigh Canal Boat Registers
1878–1934
www.wigan.gov.uk/Docs/PDF/
Resident/Leisure/Museumsandarchives/archives/LeighRegiste
rofCanalBoats1878to1879and1
879to1934.pdf
Dudley Canal Trust:
http://dudleycanaltrust.org.uk/a
bout/
Obituary – good detail on
SKINNER boating family plus
Oxford Canal:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theg
uardian/2008/jun/16/1
Thesis: Canal Boat People
1840-1970:
http://eprints.nottingham.ac.uk/
10946/1/281065_vol1.pdf
Websites for Census, GRO,
Directories, Newspapers etc
You do not need to have your
own subscription – local
libraries often have access to
one or more of the main
providers and also to the British
Newspaper Archive (which is
also on FMP).
Findmypast (£):
www.findmypast.co.uk
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The Genealogist (£):
www.thegenealogist.co.uk
Ancestry (£):
www.ancestry.co.uk
FamilySearch:
https://familysearch.org
Trade directories:
http://specialcollections.le.ac.uk
/cdm/landingpage/collection/p1
6445coll4
The National Archives –
holdings of canal company
records, etc:
http://discovery.nationalarchive
s.gov.uk
“Number One Families” Surnames – with thanks to
members John & Barb
Some key family names are:
Skinner, Monk, Hollis,
Humphries, Gibbons – look
for these in census, registers,
etc., and you may find others
close by. When using boat
registrations, look for the same
person being owner and
master. Owner/operators also
sub-contracted to the canal
carrying companies in addition
to having independent carrying
contracts.
NNWFHS
December 2018
Memoir of Martha TATLOW
This extract from an

unpublished memoir refers to
the time the family kept the
Golden Lion in Wheelock,
Cheshire from 1898 to 1912.
This section reflects on life at a
pub with farm on the canalside. Martha was born 1899:
her recollections are therefore
likely to be from the later years
that they were at the pub prior
to WW1.
“The canal
The Mersey and Trent canal
ran through dad’s fields. Dad
worked up quite a trade in boat
horses. He used to go to the
Monday horse sales at Crewe.
If there was a likely looking
horse he thought looked strong
enough to pull a barge with a
full load of coal on, he would
buy it at the right price. He sold
quite a few to the bargees. The
boats were worked in pairs with
the horse pulling both boats.
We had quite a lot of locks
through the village. There was
a bridge across the canal to
dad’s land, but we would dare
each other to walk over the lock
gates instead. I was too scared
to go down inside the lock on a
boat when the water was being
let out: they seemed to be a
long way down. I did like to
see all the water rush out from
the safety of the side of the lock
– it fascinated me. Mother

would have had a fit if she
knew what we got up to.
I only went into a cabin of a
boat once: it was a tiny, stuffy
place. I was glad to get out – it
had a really closed-in feeling.
The place was full, not an inch
of space anywhere. There
were rows of china plates and
crocheted lace everywhere.
The cupboards were painted
with roses and castles. On
deck, nearly everything was
painted: water jugs and the
lamp in the front to light the
way through tunnels, as well.
Even the horses’ nosebags
were painted. In the summer
the horses had little crocheted
caps to keep the flies off their
ears. Everywhere was clean:
how the barge women did it on
those canal boats, I don’t know.
Quite large families lived in
those tiny cabins. The women
were always turned out as neat
as pins, like their homes. They
wore heavily starched bonnets
with the frills down the back:
some of the old ones wore
black bonnets; they had on
large aprons, too. Our potato
field was next to the canal:
there were quite a few missing
by the time they were ready to
be lifted. Dad got that back on
the beer he sold to them!”

Railway work, life and death - The Modern Records Centre needs your help
Did one of your ancestors
work on the railways,
perhaps as a driver, guard
or stoker? Are you
interested in contributing to
a large national database of
railway workers?
The Modern Records Centre
(MRC) at the University of
Warwick is joining the
national RWLD project to
help expand and increase
the database of workers’
accidents on the railways in
the early twentieth century.
The records of the National
Union of Railwaymen held
at the MRC contain
information on railway
employees who were injured
or killed while working and

we need help to get this
information out of the
records and into the
database.
We are looking for
volunteers to come to the
Centre and enter the
information from the NUR
reports into a spreadsheet.
Full details of the work and
the bigger project will be
provided and if we have
enough interest we’ll be
holding a training half day
later this year.
If you think you would like
to help please contact:
James King or Helen Ford,
Modern Records Centre.
Tel. 024 7652 4219/4494.
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J.M.King@warwick.ac.uk;
h.ford@warwick.ac.uk

Volunteers Wanted!
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Can you please
help…?
We have arranged for our
events team to take the
NNWFHS display to the
following fairs:
26 & 27 April Family Tree
Live – Alexandra Palace
18 May Chesterfield FHS
Fair
22 June The Family History
Show – York
21 or 28 July
Buckinghamshire FHS Open
Day & Fair, Aylesbury
5 October Oxfordshire FHS
Fair, Woodstock
We may add others as the
year progresses.

We especially need help for
Alexandra Palace in April
for two days. This new Fair
is in one of Britain’s most
iconic exhibition buildings,
and is being organised by
those steeped in family
history - the Federation of
Family History Societies and
Family Tree Magazine/
Warners. There is free
parking at the venue, too.
We need your help to make
a success of this new event!
The plan is for Jacqui
Simkins & Val Pickard to set
up the display on Thursday
th
25 . Jo Darling and Chris
Thomas plus volunteers will
man the table on Friday
th
26 . On Saturday, our
regular event attenders Margaret Ball and Jacqui -

will continue the work with
your help: they will bring the
kit away that evening.
Can you please give a few
th
hours on either Friday 26
th
or Saturday 27 April to
help? We want all our
helpers to have time to look
around the show/visit a talk
so we do need you for that
to happen! Skills required an ability to talk to people!
Do give it a try – you might
just enjoy it! Please contact
Jacqui – details at front of
Journal.
Please volunteer NOW –
help to promote NNWFHS
and get to meet lots of
interesting people.

Report on speaker meetings by Shirley Beaumont
The Exhall Pit Disaster:
21st September 1915.
At our meeting on 9th
October 2018 we
welcomed John Barton
and Rob Everett who
gave a very interesting
and informative
presentation on the
Exhall Pit Disaster. The
presentation took the
form of a series of reports
and witness statements
gathered at the time of
the investigation into this
dreadful occurrence.
There are very few
photographs of the pit
disaster: three are in the
County Record office and
two are in the papers of
Dr Orton who was the
local GP at the time. The
accounts used in this
presentation were taken
from a range of sources
including: the local press;
the pit manager;
eyewitnesses and

survivors. The press
reports were written by a
young reporter of
fourteen or fifteen years
of age. All these
accounts produced a very
detailed description of
events. A coroner’s report
was also included. The
use of this range of
historical documentation
painted a vivid picture of
the disaster and its huge
impact on the local
community.
There were 375 men
working in the pit that
night. Fourteen of these
died and five injured
miners were rescued.
One survivor was found
and rescued from
beneath three dead
bodies. It was thought
that all of the miners were
trade union members.
The details of the dead
were listed in the local
press, including: name,
address, age, marital
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status and number of
children. One of those
killed was just fourteen
and a half years old. The
disaster resulted in thirty
nine children being left
without a father. Ten
wives became widows
that night. The miners
lived in Exhall, Longford
and Bedworth. These
families were hit hard by
their loss and this would
have been made much
worse by impact of
tragedies and hardships
of WW1. A relief fund was
set up to raise money for
the survivors, widows and
families. William Johnson,
the local MP, approached
businesses to make
contributions. The
amounts of compensation
paid were quoted from
the documentation.
These are some
examples:
A widow with four
children: £300.
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A widow with three
children: £300.
A widow with no children:
£274 19s
Frank Hackett’s father:
£65
The parents of the boy of
fourteen and a half years:
£45
The families and
survivors were also given
a sum of money in the
region of £11, on account
before the award of
compensation.
There was much self-help
within the local
community to support the
affected families. G H
Worthington wrote a
poem and sold copies to
raise funds.
On the night of the
disaster several hundred
people gathered at the pit
to wait for news of
survivors. The two injured
survivors were brought
out and taken to hospital.
Both men recovered. The
fatalities were caused by
smoke inhalation, there
being no other detectable
damage.
The inquest into this
disaster was held in
Coventry on 11th October
1915. John said that the
documents from the
inquest were written is
very high quality English.
Statements were made
by witnesses, survivors,
the manager and Charles
Thomas Garner, the oiler
who was oiling the gear in
the down shaft of the pit.
In his statement Charles
said that he was using a
lamp with a naked flame
as was the custom. He
had gone into the upper
part of the shaft to oil new
parts and he placed his
lamp on a beam. The

lamp fell down the shaft
and started a fire.
Thomas said he went
down after it and tried to
put out the fire and
retrieve the lamp but
without success. The
winding gear was made
of wood and this was
what caught fire. The fire
stretched twenty feet
down the shaft. Large
amounts of smoke were
produced.
Statements from CG
Jackson, the manager,
and from other witnesses
gave further detail of what
happened in the mine.
The fire started in the
down shaft. The flames
could be seen for miles. A
very large amount of
smoke was produced and
this went down into the
mine where men were
working. There were fans
to ventilate the tunnels.
The draft produced by the
fans drew the smoke
down into the shaft and
the tunnels. The message
to evacuate was sent out
to the miners at 2.10am.
The emergency shaft was
half a mile away from the
down shaft that was on
fire. There were many
descriptions of heroic
acts as the men helped
each other to escape.
The stronger helped
those weakened by the
inhalation of smoke. One
man said he thought he
only survived because he
put a damp muffler over
his face to protect himself
from the smoke. When
the fire brigade arrived
they quite quickly had the
fire under control but
smoke was still a problem
in the mine. The damage
to the fabric of the mine
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was soon repaired
enabling a return to
working after a few days.
In his report the coroner
paid tribute to those
involved in the rescue,
acknowledging their
unselfish actions and
bravery. He also said that
naked flames must never
be used in the mine and
that the winding gear in
the shaft should be made
of steel. His report was
sympathetic towards
victims and all of those
involved.
The Bedworth Society
has done a great deal of
research using the
documentation of this
disaster. As a result of
this, and with support
from the local community,
a memorial was erected
in St Giles field on
Sunday 20th September
2015 to mark the 100
year anniversary of the
disaster. A very moving
service was held in
memory of those who lost
their lives. The memorial
is a granite boulder,
standing in the centre of a
circle of Silver Birch trees
and facing towards the
site of the former colliery,
now home to the Bayton
Road Industrial Estate.
The following website
gives additional detail
about the memorial
including a photograph.
ttps://coventryobserver.co
.uk/news/memorialunveiled-to-tragic-victimsof-the-exhall-pit-disaster9933/
Following the
presentation by John and
Rob there were questions
and discussion. Some of
those who were present
at the meeting are related
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to the victims of this
disaster.
John and Rob were
thanked for an excellent
presentation that painted
a very vivid picture of the
suffering of victims, the
heroism of those involved
in the rescue and the
support from the local
community.
Life on Midlands Canals
100 years Ago: a talk
given by Chris Jones at
the November 2018
Meeting.
Chris began by explaining
how he first became
interested in family
history through stories of
his grandmother. In his
tree are the Barlows, a
legendary family in the
history of the boatpeople
of the Midlands. The
family traded as the
Barlow Company,
operating over a hundred
boats in its heyday. The
company had distinctive
livery colours and
signage. Illustration of
this is shown in the
photograph on the
following link and also
there are details of a local
boat show in 2019.
https://www.crickboats
how.com/whatson/hist
oric_boats/
The presentation was
given as an illustrated
talk, with photographs,
maps and interesting
exhibits being passed
around the gathering of
members. This was very
helpful as it gave time to
study these in close up
and ask questions.

Chris explained that the
Midlands canals were
vital to the economy and
the position of north
Warwickshire was central
for taking goods north to
the major areas of
Manchester, etc., and
south to Oxford and on to
London. The work of the
boatmen was labourintensive, especially
when carrying loose
cargo such as coal: 25
tons had to be loaded,
transported and then
shovelled out at journey’s
end as swiftly as possible
so the boat could move
on to the next load.

working boatman over
many years. These
diaries are often used by
key researchers. We
were shown examples of
typical items used on the
boats. These included a
water can, painted with
roses; a rare and
beautifully decorated
“bottom drawer” box and
a decorated fabric belt
that would have been
worn by a child. The
production of items
decorated with “castles
and roses” painting, and
lacework came about
when women moved onto
the boats to work
alongside the men.

On the Midlands network
only boats 72 feet long or
less and under 7 feet
wide could pass through
the locks. Chris described
the building of the
traditional narrowboat
from wooden planks and
the use of traditional tools
to shape the boat. Gaps
between planks were
sealed with oakum, a
combination of rope and
tar that provides a
waterproof seal. The
living space was 10 feet
long and 6 feet wide. Can
you imagine a whole
family living in an area of
this size? The
narrowboats had a small
storage area in the
“pointed” front end of the
boat which often
contained the dolly tub
and mangle for the family
laundry. Chris brought to
the meeting a number of
artefacts, some of
considerable rarity and
value. His extended
family held the only
known set of diaries of a

The status of boat people
was examined, some of
whom were occasionally
referred to as “water
gypsies”. This name was
not welcomed. The
education, religion and
working systems of the
boatmen were explained.
Those who operated
boats owned by the larger
companies often worked
on contracts, knowing in
advance where the next
load was from and to.
However, owneroperators, known as the
Number Ones, had a
more hand-to-mouth
existence. The boatmen
had to be able to read
and write in order to run
their businesses so they
could receive written
orders and deal with
paperwork including boat
registration. By law every
boat had to be registered
and had to carry its
licence at all times. It
would be impounded if
the document was not
presented on request.
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The registration
certificates included
details of the number of
people allowed to sleep
on the boat with each
child being counted as
one half!
The dangers of operating
boats on the canals was
emphasised, especially
operations such as
legging, and opening of
lock gates. The boats
were pulled by horses
that walked along the
towpaths. There was no
towpath in the tunnels so
the horses were led over
the hill and the boat was
propelled through the
tunnel by a process of
legging. This involved
boatmen at each side of
the boat laying on narrow
planks with their feet on
the brickwork and

pushing the boat through
the tunnel. The planks
extended over the side of
the boat. The windlass is
used to open lock gates.
The user had to slot the
windlass carefully onto
the spindle, and maintain
a firm grip as they wind
the paddles. Most
importantly they must not
let go! If you let go you
may lose a windlass into
the canal, but at worst a
flying windlass can cause
serious injury.
To close, Chris showed
us a horse whip and
explained that this was
never used on the horse.
It was only used to
“crack” on the ground
behind the horse to keep
it moving. Also the
cracking of this whip was
a critical “fog horn” when

boats ahead could not be
seen. He also had
photographs of
narrowboats used for
Sunday school outings,
loaded with very many
children, all in the Sunday
best. The boat had to be
cleaned out and lined
with paper to prevent the
coal dust spoiling their
clothes. Health & safety
rules did not exist in times
past.
This was an exceptional
talk enabling members to
understand life on the
boats, and how important
canal haulage was for
Midlands’ industries,
especially coal extraction
in north Warwickshire.
Thanks were expressed
to Chris.

Palaeography aka Old Handwriting for family historians
No matter how long you have been doing research, you will struggle with handwriting – old or

atrocious - sooner or later. Problems can be due to damaged records, or watered-down and
much faded ink…exacerbated by the inability of the scribe to actually write properly! As you
work back in time, you will encounter more styles, and what seem to be indecipherable
shortforms being used in legal, or quasi-legal documents. Do not give up - help is available
if you are prepared for a little effort.
Some earlier registers are more legible than those of the 1800s! See this example from
Mancetter.

If you are using online indexes and then look at an image for an individual you see one
snapshot. You then look at another for a different era or place, so you never get into the
“head” of a scribe to understand their spelling (often erratic) or their style of script (not
necessarily for its period). Reading a chunk can help you to work out what the entry for your
ancestor actually said! And if you can read a section of a document, transcribe it AND
compare to what an expert made of the same…well, you are on your way along the learning
curve.
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This 1900 marriage entry beggars belief – Rev Digby Turpin seems to have lost the plot! [Or
found the Port bottle. Ed.]

Here are a few ideas to get your skills on the up!
There is an excellent, inexpensive book by Hilda Grieve, Examples of English
Handwriting, 1150-1750 which, although first published in the 1950s, is still available on
such as Amazon. This includes helpful practice pieces which we encourage you to try along
with sample alphabets.
Also available is Palaeography for Family & Local Historians by Hilary Marshal and now
revised and published by The History Press. Second-hand ones can be found in various
sources. This is a larger book, but another useful one for your palaeography project.
For those addicted to their computers
of whatever variety, there is a growing
number of online courses, some free,
some not. “Palaeography course” in
Google will produce a long list, but
here is a sample to whet your
appetite:
Family Tree Magazine: offers an
“academy” with progressive tutorials
freely available to magazine readers:
https://www.familytree.co.uk/information/family-tree-academy/

Another example from Mancetter

The National Archives offers a free online tutorial:
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/palaeography/
Cambridge University also offers free materials: https://www.english.cam.ac.uk/ceres/ehoc/
Glasgow University provides a basic course featuring Scottish texts with a subscription
add-on: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-palaeography
Palaeography Summer School too late for enrolment for this year, but if you prefer a
residential course, this may suit you. www.ies.sas.ac.uk/study-training/study-weeks/londoninternational-palaeography-summer-school.
Should you wish to avoid the pleasure of unravelling the writing yourself, you could always
employ a professional transcription service – but do check their credentials BEFORE
employing them!
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If you are struggling with an entry for one of your forebears, why not bring a copy along to a
meeting to see if other members can decipher the words?
Help desk team
An exercise: here is a short piece from the will of John LLOYD – there are many pages in
the document. It was proved at the Prerogative Court of Canterbury (PCC) in 1835.

And elsewhere in this journal is a transcript of the extract: no peeping, how did you get on?
Peace! - and a Land Fit for Heroes
To mark the formal end of war, Peace Day celebrations were held across the country on Saturday,
July 19. In some places returning soldiers were invited to a luncheon. In other places ex-soldiers
found that there was not much to celebrate as the promised 'land fit for heroes' failed to materialise.
For example, Coventry put on the traditional Coventry Godiva procession for the event. It left Barrack
Square at 3pm for a tour of the city centre. It was not a universal crowd pleaser - many thought it too
short and that it passed too quickly.
Returning ex-soldiers and the factory workers who had worked day and night for the war effort were
incensed that they who had won the peace were not included in the peace parade.
Disaffection soon turned to anger and three days of rioting ensued. At its worst some 7,000 people
battled with 100 police officers attempting to restore law and order. The authorities were quick to
blame ex-servicemen and the factory workers struggling to make ends meet, many of whom were left
wondering what the sacrifices they had made over the war years had been for.
Who can blame them.

.
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Griff House Dairy School
This photograph was taken at Griff House Dairy School about 1910. It features my
grandmother but I don’t know any other names. Can anyone help - did one of your relatives
attend this school? As the house has connections with George Eliot it would be good to get
additional publicity for the project to make some of the buildings there into a Visitors’ Centre
especially as it is the bicentenary of her birth next year.
As farming families tend to be less mobile than some it might be possible to get further
names. My grandmother was Emily Gertrude Fisher, known as Gertie. She lived at Hall
Farm, Over Whitacre and probably spent a term learning dairying skills at Griff House as did
some of her sisters.
Thank you,
Rita Poulson

Books added to the Members’ Borrowing Library
These are shown by reference number, title and author.
Books may be borrowed by members attending quarterly research/discussion meetings.
73
Atherstone Div Petty Sessions: Bastardy Cases 1845-1910
Eureka Partnershp
74
WAR Quarter Sessions: Boat Registrations 1795
Eureka Partnershp
75
The Boat People of the Oxford Canal
Eureka Partnershp
76
The Boat People of the Oxford Canal Vol 2: 1879+
Eureka Partnershp
77
History's Most Dangerous Jobs: Navvies
Anthony Burton
78
Tracing Your Ancestors through the Equity Courts
Susan T Moore
79
Tracing Your Pre-Victorian Ancestors
John Wintrip
80
Tracing History through Title Deeds
Nat Alcock
81

Old Photographs from the Villages: Burton Hastings, Copston Magna,
Withybrook, Wolvey

Wolvey Local History Group

82

Take it to Moody's of Sheepy Magna

Dorrien Carr Moody
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HERBERT JACKSON
1822 – 1881
Herbert was born in
Northamptonshire in 1822
and baptised in
Kingsthorpe on the 12
January 1823. He was
the second son of
Charles and Elizabeth
Jackson. His elder
siblings Charles Jnr. and
Amelia were also
baptised in Kingsthorpe.
Charles Snr; Herbert's
father, was an Exciseman
and a Clock and
Watchmaker. He
originated from Abbots
Bromley. Herbert's
younger siblings Henry,
Catharine Elizabeth,
twins Louisa and Rosea
and Thomas were all
baptised in Dunchurch
between 1832 and 1834.
It was here that Elizabeth,
Herbert's mother, died
aged 35 and was buried
in St Peter's Church,
Dunchurch on the 28
April 1834 shortly after
her youngest son
Thomas was baptised on
the 2 March 1834.
On 22 August 1835
Charles Snr. married his
second wife Harriet Hand.
In the later part of 1836
Harriet gave birth to
Herbert's half brother
William Hand Jackson. In
between the birth of
William and his sister
Sarah Hand Jackson in
1838 the family moved to
Kenilworth. It is here, on
the 1841 Census, we find
Herbert now aged 15.
His occupation is a
Watchmaker. His
brothers Charles and
Walter and two of his

Herbert Jackson
and his dog Spot

nephews were also Clock
and Watchmakers.
Herbert's step-mother
Harriet had four more
children whilst they were
living in Kenilworth:
Herbert's half-sister
Hannah Rushton Jackson
in 1839, and his halfbrothers Arthur Fergus
Jackson in 1840, and the
twins Walter and William
Jackson around August
1842. Between Walter
and William's birth and
October of that year the
family moved to
Polesworth.
Unfortunately little William
died aged 3 months and
was buried in Polesworth
Abbey on 9 October
1842. The family lived in
Polesworth until 1847/48
moving then to Measham.
Herbert met Sarah
Clements and they
married on 2 October
1847 at the Parish

18

Church in Hampton-inArden.

Herbert's wife Sarah

When his family moved
to Measham Herbert and
Sarah remained in
Polesworth. The 1851
Census shows them
living three doors away
from the Bucks Head in
Polesworth with their 10
month old daughter
Phoebe. They also had
an elder daughter Mary
aged 2 she appears on
the Census living with
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Sarah's parents in
Balsall. Herbert's
occupation is stated as a
Clock and Watch Maker,
Master, No Men, it is
understood that this
meant he did not have
anyone apprenticed to
him learning the skills of a
Clock and Watch Maker.
As a Master Tradesman
Herbert became a
member of the
Independent Order of
Oddfellows Manchester
Unity and was Prov. C.S.
(Secretary) of the Fazeley
Lodge. The Oddfellows
were an organisation
which was established to
care for its members and
community at a time
when there was no
welfare state or NHS. It
was a non profit-making
mutual organisation
owned by the members
and any income received
was passed back to the
members by way of
services or benefits. The
Oddfellows were the
predecessor of today's
trade unions. The growth
of the Oddfellows was
spurred by the Industrial
Revolution. The lack of
trade unions and
personal or public
insurances meant that by
joining a mutual friendly
society like the
Oddfellows was the only
option for ordinary people
to provide protection for
themselves and their
families in such cases as
illness, injury or death. A
report in the Leicester
Mercury dated 18 June
1859 shows Herbert
attending the A.M.C.
(Annual Moveable
Committee) of the

Manchester Unity which
was being held in the
New Hall, Wellington
Street, Leicester. 140
delegates attended the
meeting from various
Lodges around the United
Kingdom plus a large
number of members of
the Orders within
Leicestershire. The
meeting lasted for a full
week. While the
delegates were sitting,
members of the Lodges,
local to Leicester,
processed through the
town carrying banners of
the Order accompanied
by the bands from the
local Yeomanry and
Militia. Each member
wore a rosette relative to
the position he held within
the Order. The
procession was watched
by large numbers as it
paraded through the
town.
On the 1861 Census
Herbert can be found
living at the Grocer's
Shop in Polesworth. His
is still shown as
Watchmaker. Herbert
and Sarah now had four
children to support: Mary
aged 12, Phoebe aged
10, Hannah aged 8 and
baby Sarah aged 9
months. The Grocer's
Shop obviously
supplemented his
income.
A report in the Coventry
Times for 27 May 1863
describes a further AMC
of the Manchester Unity
of Oddfellows held in
Leamington; again it
shows Herbert attending
the meeting in his role as
Prov. C.S. of Fazeley
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Lodge. The Grand
Master reported that
membership of the whole
Unity, as at the 1 January
1862, was 342,953 an
increase of 24,276 since
the last AMC, but after
deduction of the number
of members either
expelled, deceased or
leaving for other reasons
there had been an overall
increase of 7,800 over
the year. He added that
the small increase may
have been due to the
great distress currently
being experienced in the
cotton and manufacturing
districts and over which
this country had no
control. He also advised
the meeting that following
an appeal by the Order
the sum of £4,624 5s 9d
had been raised and sent
to the suffering brethren.
On one morning of the
AMC a full procession of
Oddfellows started in
front of the grandstand at
Warwick Race Course,
moving on to Leamington,
then around the town
before ending in the
Royal Pump Room
Gardens. The Pump
Room Gardens were
opened to the Brethren
and their friends and they
dined in large marquees.
During the afternoon
there was dancing to
bands from the 1st and
2nd Warwickshire Militias.
At nightfall the crowd
numbered around 20,000,
all enjoying being
entertained at a concert
arranged on their behalf
followed by a fireworks
display.
The Leicester Journal on
2 November 1866
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reported the Board of
Guardians for the Poor
Law, chaired by Sir
George Chetwynd, Bart.,
had appointed Herbert as
a collector of taxes for the
Parish of Polesworth
The Polesworth Parish
Records/Accounts for the
period 1863/75 show
Herbert and his family
appearing in the account
books. Herbert for
repairing the school
clock, supplying new
brooms/brushes to the
school, receiving an
income as the local tax
collector and supplying
lunches for the children (It
is believed this may have
been when the Trustees
held their meetings and
was to enable the
Trustees to talk to the
children to assess
whether the standards of
education within the
school were adequate).
His daughters Mary and
Phoebe are shown
receiving a quarterly
salary for working in the
school.
By the time of the 1871
Census Herbert is living
on Tamworth Road,
Polesworth with Sarah
and daughters Mary,
Phoebe and Sarah. He is
now a Grocer and Post
Master. His daughter
Hannah has left home
and is living with her
grandparents at George
Road, Balsall where she
works as a Shopwoman.
The Tamworth Herald
dated Saturday 13 April
1872 carried a report on
Special Constables that
had been sworn in at the
Atherstone Petty
Sessions. Polesworth

had 7 Special Constables
sworn in on that day,
these were Herbert
Jackson, Thomas Hull
Stratton, William
Poultney, Joseph Turner,
W H Ludford, Thomas
Alsager and George
Deeming.
On the 7 May 1872
Phoebe married William
Keen a Shoe
Manufacturer from
Measham at St Editha's
Church, Polesworth. The
couple were obviously
very popular according to
the report of the wedding
from the Tamworth
Herald dated 11 May
1872. Unfortunately the
marriage was to be very
short as Phoebe died
from Enteritis on the
12 September 1872 aged
23 and was buried in the
Churchyard at St
Editha's, Polesworth on
the 15 September 1872.
1881 finds Herbert on the
Census living at 2
Tamworth Road,
Polesworth with his wife
Sarah, his eldest
daughter Mary and his
youngest daughter Sarah.
He is still a Watchmaker
and Grocer.

Herbert's daughter Sarah
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The Tamworth Herald for
11 June 1881 reported
the sudden death, on
Wednesday 8 June, of
Herbert Jackson, Post
Master and Tax Collector
aged 58. That day an
inquest was held at the
Chetwynd Arms,
Polesworth. The District
Coroner, Thomas Dewes,
recorded the cause of
death as a result of fatty
degeneration of the heart.
Herbert was laid to rest
on the 12 June 1881 at St
Editha's Church,
Polesworth in a grave
next to his daughter
Phoebe.

His obituary would
suggest that Herbert was
an active and well liked
member of the
community. He served
as Secretary of the
Fazeley Lodge of
Oddfellows for more than
20 years and received a
purse of ten sovereigns
from them as a mark of
their esteem and in
recognition of the efficient
manner in which he had
fulfilled his duties.
Letters of Administration
were granted out of the
Birmingham Probate
Registry to his widow
Sarah on the
25 August 1881. His
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personal estate was £216
17s 4d

Clock by Jackson of Measham
(This Clock is now on display in
Measham Museum.)

Jill Gadsby

It is believed that the clocks
made by "Jackson of
Polesworth" and "Jackson of
Measham" may have been
made by Herbert's father,
Charles Jackson, and that the
sons added their initials on the
clocks produced by them as in
"H Jackson of Polesworth".

The Oddfellows supposedly
got their name because it
was a philanthropic
organisation for the good of
the community, unlike some
others that were solely for
the good of members and
who regarded them as "odd"
for not being self interested.
Ed

John Lloyd's will transcript - how much did you get right?

Correspondence

New Members - Two new members this quarter -

I have just read the September Journal which,
as ever, is full of interest and some very helpful
tips on research.

Alan Butler

However, the article 'When Jeremiah became
Morgan' is surely wrong when it refers to the
enumerator calling at the house and writing
down names and ages of occupants. The
methodology of the 1901 census was the same
as its predecessors in that forms were issued
to households prior to the census date (March
31st/April 1st) and then collected afterwards for
the contents to be transcribed into the
enumerator's book.
There must, therefore, be an alternative
explanation for the name Morgan appearing.
Were the family illiterate, for example, and did
they get someone else to complete the form,
as must have happened quite a lot? Perhaps it
was a member of her extended family who still
thought of her as a Morgan.
Perhaps Maggie filled it in, with difficulty, and
couldn't spell Jeremiah.
Despite our best efforts the past is still 'another
country'.
Best regards

Robin Mowday

A,N,Other (name withheld under GDPR)

A Merry
Christmas and a
Happy and
Healthy New
year to you all
with best wishes
from the
NNWFHS
committee.
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