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Committee members and who does what

Chairman: Vacant
Vice/Acting Chairman: Valerie Pickard vpickard1@aol.com
Secretary: Jacqui Simkins wesimkinsandson@btconnect.com
Treasurer: David Parker
Membership Officer & Journal mailing (electronic): Shirley Beaumont
shirley.nuneatonfhs@gmail.com

Journal editor: John Parton NNWFHSeditor@aol.com
Journal mailing (paper): Val Pickard
Programme organiser: Sandra Horsley
Outside events co-ordinator: Jacqui Simkins
Projects co-ordinator: Jacqui Simkins
Publications management: John Parton
Publications sales: Valerie Pickard
Webteam: Shirley Beaumont, David Parker, Dave Sutton
Facebook co-ordinator: Volunteer required
Meetings hospitality: Jill Gadsby
Meetings reporter: Shirley Beaumont
DNA Interest group co-ordinator: Celia Parker
War Memorials Co-ordinator (ex officio): Celia Parton
Co-opted: Celia Parker and John Kirkham.

News from our website team.
Exciting developments are taking place on our website. For technical reasons we
have had to have our site “migrated” to a different hosting server. This means that
we have a new domain name. To reach our site follow this link:
https://nanwfhs.org.uk [This is temporary and will revert back to nnwfhs.org.uk as
soon as possible.]
The site looks very much the same at the moment. This move will allow us to
develop our website leading to the use of more up-to-date website software giving a
more modern appearance and greater ease of use.
You may have noticed a few changes in the website during the last few months.
There will be more! Our website contains a great deal of important and valuable
information about our ancestors and our locality. This means that the updating and
transition to new software will take time and care.
We have exciting things to look forward to!
The website team.
Editor's note: The new site is a work in progress and some links may not work as
intended. Please bear with us during the migration.
iii
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At time of writing I am, according to a
friend, discombobulated – I had to look it
up! What started as a “simple”
replacement of 30-year-old units has
ended up with the entire kitchen floor
having to be dug out as it was found to be
more unstable than we imagined - there
was nothing bar sand and grey dusty stuff
under the tiles! Big hole to be dug out and
concrete needed. But this meant the Aga
had to come out, too, so no cooker,
nothing! However, one of the first tiles
removed showed “Lloyd & Son, Sutton”
impressed on the reverse – being laid on
dry stuff, no cement stuck to tiles! A spot
of Googling soon found these were made
within a mile or so and seemingly were
laid at time the farmhouse was built in the
1880s. The following is taken from the
website
www.brocross.com/Bricks/Penmorfa/index
.htm well worth a visit it you are into bricks
or brickmakers:

Trivia, Trifles & Tales
Season’s Greetings!
Thank you for renewing your membership
of NNWFHS: the Society could not exist
without the support of its members.
However, we need you to get stuck in and
join the committee. A vibrant committee is
necessary for any Society to flourish. If
you would like to come along to a
committee meeting to “try it out”, simply
check with Shirley or myself for date of
next meeting. We will welcome you, and
you might just enjoy it!
The Society’s website is going to change.
Discussions have been ongoing all year
as to the best software and designs, etc.,
most of which is gobbledygook to me but
those committee members involved know
what they are doing! So keep visiting the
site – and if you have ideas, or find other
sites you just love the look of, do let us
know!

Lloyd & Son were first recorded as brick
and tile makers in 1872, with similar
records up to 1886. The next record from
1892 changes to Mark Lloyd, a son born
about 1848, as the owner of the
brickworks. … Kelly's directory for 1908
records Lloyds Brickworks Ltd as being
located at the Sutton Old Yard and
Wheatmoor brick works. An O.S. map of
1889 names an area between Bedford
Road and Whitehouse Common Road as
the Sutton Old Yard Brickworks. This
includes three marl holes and four
rectangles, three estimated about 40 - 50ft
long, one 100 - 125ft long, marked as
kilns. Other buildings and what could have
been a wagon track for hauling tubs up
from the quarry are also indicated…

Since the last Journal we have been to the
final outside events of the year at which
we sold some publications, met existing
members, recruited the odd one or
two…and had some incredible
conversations with people – including
sorting out, as ever, their geography! The
final event was to be the Family History
Discovery Day at Sutton Coldfield LDS
Family History Centre. Unfortunately this
was cancelled due to a bereavement, but
the week before some of the team spent a
day at the National Exhibition Centre
manning the Family History Federation
stand, along with the Federation’s
chairman, Steve Manning, and his wife
Marie. We met a number of people with
interests in north Warwickshire so we
hope one or two may come along to
meetings and hopefully join. We met
people from the length and breadth of
England and Wales who stopped by, often
to enquire if there was a society local to
them, or just to find out what family history
is all about. We hope we enthused a good
few.

Maybe we should keep one of the tiles on
display along with the old map showing
how close by they were made! I am
constantly amazed at what can be found
on the Internet, often due to an individual
making their research or photographs
available for everyone. One of our Parish
Leaflets series helpers is really going the
extra mile. If she finds useful additional
material online, she contacts the website
and in the main has had the most helpful
responses from individual site owners. It
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really does pay to ask politely if you can
reproduce an item found online. Why
don’t you volunteer to help with a parish
where you live, or have an interest? Just
drop me an email and I will send some
notes to set you on your way. Helpers are
reporting their surprise at just what they
can find about their chosen parishes.

At top of my list is a hope that we finally
get this house sorted, now we own it, so I
can stop chasing window installers,
plasterers, builders, carpenters, Aga
engineers and all else (I gather it is called
“project management”) and get back to my
desk, books, chasing the dead – and
doing things for NNWFHS!!

The wet weather has been a major issue
this autumn. Most of our acres are
unplanted when all would normally be
growing by now – no winter barley can
now be planted, but the winter wheat may
be IF it dries up. Around the area, there
are fields that have sprouted lakes, and
some farmers have potatoes still in the
ground and waterlogged. However, at
time of writing, the area generally is not
struggling with widespread floods: you feel
for all those unfortunate people whose
homes have been flooded and we trust all
members are safe from such.

The first outside event for the NNWFHS
team will be The Family History Show
South West on 8th February at UWE,
Bristol BS16 1ZG. Winter weather could
intervene, but we shall have to wait and
see. It is a good idea to spread the events
more widely through the year, but
February could prove a little too early!
Providing all is set reasonably fair, do
come along and meet our team – share a
story and take in a talk at this friendly
Show. Bristol is well worth a few days’
stay: from Brunel’s SS Great Britain to
Aerospace Bristol and all things in
between including some interesting
windows in the Cathedral, the Clifton
Suspension Bridge and the camera
obscura which I would like to visit on a
clear day!

Are you ready for Christmas? With the
kitchen issues being unexpected, I will be
busy as soon as Aga is rebuilt in early
December and cooking can commence. I
still use my great grandmother’s
Christmas pudding recipe – rich yet not
stodgy: it is unbeatable for pudding lovers
– though I do tweak ingredients a little
from time to time. My Xmas Pud is
definitely a taste to bring back memories
of many Christmases past! Why not write
and tell us what reminds you of
Christmases past?

So here we are in December! I wish you
and yours a most enjoyable Christmas
with exciting family history explorations for
the New Year. Do let us know about your
finds…or those brick walls - a problem
shared is a problem halved!!
Jacqui

What are your hopes and aspirations for
2020? Will you be making a trip to an
area where your forebears lived – it really
can revitalise your research! There is
something truly inspiring about walking
where your forebears walked, visiting the
churches where baptisms, marriages and
burials took place and feeling that physical
presence. Study old maps to see how the
area has changed. Visit the local shop
and pub, mention surnames or
addresses…you never know who may be
around who ties to the family or where
they lived. Will you be diving down a new
line of exploration? Are you going to
experiment with DNA or even use it in an
attempt to resolve a paternity question?

Jacqui's Xmas pud recipe is on page 17
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Making more of what’s online

documents, and at time of writing, are
accessible. Go to: www.rootstech.org/london
have a rummage around! Then go to
www.rootstech.org/schedule. For an
example, go to the second item at 9am on
Thursday. Myko Clelland “Beyond the British
Census” – you can learn more about Myko on
the speaker tab, or about his presentation –
that small arrow on the right is your way in!
Click it, and scroll down and click on “syllabus”
for his handout which is stuffed with records to
explore. If that site is no longer active, go to
www.rootstech.org/video-archive where you
can access the recorded sessions.

Do you remember the IGI: fiddling around with
microfiche on readers with insufficient
brightness from worn out bulbs? The IGI went
online as FamilySearch. With the death of
microfilm hire, FamilySearch is increasing
online access to not only indexes, but also
transcriptions and, for some areas, images of
parish register pages. We all have complained
about poor indexing, but when there is a link to
an image of the original, we can make our own
judgements on what is correct.
FamilySearch has much more – and it is all
totally free. You need to register on their
website, get your login and you are on your
way. The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints, aka the Mormons of Salt Lake City,
Utah, operates FamilySearch. The mission is
to make material available to enable family
history research. In recent times this has
come to mean research at home or in your
local public library. Visiting a Family History
Centre run by the LDS can provide access to a
wider range of material. They have material
online for a huge range of countries – so you
should be able to follow those migrating
forebears.

Another presentation of interest to all doing UK
research was at 13.00 on Friday – Deanna
Bullock “Finding and Unlocking the Keys to
British Parish Registers”. Her talk went further
than her handout but it leads you through the
process of searching for material available
online. Although from Canada, she was very
keen to point all at her talk to the Family
History Federation and especially its member
societies (NNWFHS being one) which she
encouraged people to join. The Fed had a
stand in the exhibition hall at RootsTech and
heavily promoted its member societies to
visitors.
Look at every topic at RootsTech in which you
are interested – Welsh, Irish, Scottish…you
name it, and you will likely find one of the
presentations touches on the subject even if it
is not the main thrust. Some sessions you will
find were recorded, so sit back and watch the
presentation in the comfort of your own chair…
You will need to download the “app” to watch
the online recordings of speakers and the daily
keynote addresses – Dan Snow, Kadeena Cox
and Donny Osmond: each inspiring, each
different and worth watching.

In addition to records, the FamilySearch
website offers a large range of helpful
information for beginners and beyond through
its Wiki. Let’s explore a little.
Go to
www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Main_Page and
pop in a search term. Type Scotland. Click
and up comes the page. Click on the big blue
button for ‘online’ and a vast array of online
sources are listed – clearly showing those that
are charged for. Scroll down the page and
note the clickable map, then the list of counties
and their registration areas. Near the foot of
the page you will find “Research Tutorials”.
This is a veritable feast of information to help
you with your research in another country –
Scotland’s archives and registration being
somewhat different to those of England/Wales.

Finally, go to
www.familyhistoryfederation.com/ scroll down
and click on “Subscribe to our newsletter”.
Sign up and get a free periodic email with
useful hints, news and an occasional
competition, too, often for a newly published
book.

You can repeat the above process for
anywhere that you have an interest, and
proceed to the tutorials for each country.

Make the most of what is freely available
online – especially the guidance and pointers
to sources. Most subscription sites also have
tutorials and help sheets available – often free.

The recent RootsTech convention in London the first time it has been held outside of the
USA - is hosted by FamilySearch. There were
dozens of presentations, some of which were
recorded and made available online. But all of
them had “handouts” which are electronic pdf
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Bastardy Basics

payment for upkeep of the child. Records
of payments can sometimes be found in
the accounts of the overseers of the poor
or for the churchwarden but survival rates
of these records are not good.

Illegitimacy prior to the New Poor Law of
1834, produced a range of documents.
Surviving documents are frequently
deposited in the parish chest, and can
include the Bastardy:
Examination;
Warrant & Summons;
Order;
Maintenance Order;
Bond.

The Affiliation Order was the legal
document issued at the Petty Sessions or
Quarter Sessions following an
examination. The order required the
named father to pay for the child’s
maintenance or be faced with a possible
prison sentence.

A woman pregnant outside marriage was
likely, along with the child, to be
chargeable to the parish – she may
therefore be forcibly removed to her own
parish of birth, if different, prior to the birth
of the child. If the putative father failed to
admit his responsibility then the authorities
immediately carried out
an Examination to formally establish the
identity of the father. This would be
carried out by the churchwarden and
overseer of the poor, or the Quarter
Sessions

The Warrant was the order for the father
to appear in court if he attempted to
abscond. Where disputes over payments
occurred, the case papers may be found
in the records of Petty Sessions, although
few remain.
After the New Poor Law of 1834, the
parish authorities’ role in bastardy cases
declined, leaving the woman to apply
herself for the bond from the Petty
Sessions.

Following the Examination, the father was
expected to maintain the child and agree
to a Bastardy Bond to pay the
churchwardens and the overseers for the
child’s up keep. The maintenance lasted
until the child was old enough to set to an
apprenticeship. If the purported father
refused to agree to the bastardy bond, the
parish could apply to the justices for a
filiation order which confirmed the man as
the legitimate father and enforced his

Individual cases can be found in the
records of churchwardens, parish
constables, overseers of the poor, or in
vestry documents.
A bastard child belonged to the parish
where it was born: both the child and its
mother could be forcibly returned to the
parishes of their birth – which may not
both be the same place.

The first Austrey Parish Register
record re-bound in hard covers in
Birmingham. The front entitled “Aldestrie
(the old name for the village) the Parish
Register” in gilt lettering on the front. At
first records were kept on paper but in
1597 there was a decree requiring that all
records be copied up on parchment. The
vicar in 1599, Roger Molde, had the early
records transcribed into the new volume.
He was Vicar of Aldestrie from 1583 to his
death in 1619. He was married to Cicely
and had several children. I can’t be certain
but it looks as if Roger Molde completed

The Austrey parish registers are now
available on “Find my Past” and are
beautifully reproduced. I have been
looking at them in detail for the
Elizabethan period as my own Spencer
and Taverner relatives were there at that
time. Thomas Cromwell originally
introduced the idea of registers as early as
1538. The first Austrey register is for
births, deaths and marriages from 1558 to
1768. In 1894 the Vicar, Reverend
Bennett Hesketh Williams, had the early
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this work himself. There is a page at the
front where he has practised his signature
“Rogerus Moldus”. After this he writes an
introduction and then for each year of the
Elizabethan era he puts a title in Latin
stating which year of the reign it covers.
The year at the time started on March
21st. The vicar and the churchwardens
in1599 (Richard Crispe and Roger Clarke)
have signed most of the pages of the
transcript. From 1600 the churchwardens
for the particular year signed.
Unfortunately one page for 1598 has been
accidentally omitted in the 1599
transcription. There is also a list of the
incumbents of the parish at the front
entered by Rev. Williams and continued
up to 1939 by his successors. In addition
from 1705 to 1761 illegitimate births were
added at the front of the book. In the
Austrey register the names of both parents
were usually included and the man’s
occupation which provides useful
information for historians.

It is clear from my analysis of the families
in Austrey at the time that many events
were missed. Entries are particularly thin
at times when the vicar died or departed,
for example 1567 to 1569. Reverend Tom
Farmer died in 1566 and his successor
arrived in 1569. This is also the case in
1584 for the same reason. The number of
annual entries varies from just six in 1567
and 1569 to twenty nine in 1595. Of the
387 births nineteen were illegitimate, a
rate of almost 5%. Two of these
illegitimacies were from the Kendall family,
the local gentry! There are only 97
marriages but many villagers, particularly
men, will have married in other parishes.
Of the these 67 were for two village
residents, 23 for village women marrying a
man from outside, 6 for village men
marrying a woman from outside and finally
one where both partners were from
Ansley. I have calculated the age for some
of these marriage partners in the later part
of the period. The average age is 25.2
years for women (range 17 to 32 years)
and 31.5 years for men, though the
statistical sample for the latter is small. In
the period there were 122 deaths for
children (this number includes a handful of
persons who were actually young single
adults still living with their parents), 73

I am well aware that people can look at
these records for themselves but I will
include a few statistics that I have collated
for the Elizabethan years from 1558 to
1602. There are 751 entries made up as
indicated in the chart below.

EVENTS IN AUSTREY PARISH REGISTER IN QUEEN ELIZABETH'S REIGN
YEARS
BAPTS
1558 - 1562
37
1563 - 1567
45
1568 - 1572
28
1573 - 1577
38
1578 - 1582
42
1583 - 1587
48
1588 - 1592
53
1592 - 1597
49
1598 - 1602 ***
47
TOTALS FOR REIGN
387
***

MARRS
11
6
7
11
15
14
9
13
11
97

DEATHS
39
25
16
22
30
26
49
24
36
267

TOTAL
87
76
51
71
87
88
111
86
94
751

One year missing from record.

men and 72 women. Thus approximately
45% of deaths were of children. I have
been able to work out the ages for 88 of
the child deaths and these were as
follows; 22 died within hours or days of
birth, 21 lived one to two months, 11 three

There are far more births than deaths
and I think this can be accounted for by
the increasing population during the period
and also I suspect that some deaths,
particularly of infants, were not recorded.

6

NNWFHS JOURNAL December 2019

to six months, 8 seven to twelve months, 9
one to two years, 5 three to five years, and
12 deaths were from the ages of six to
fourteen years. Several women died
following child birth which at this time was
a hazardous business for both mother and
child. There was one dramatic death in
1587 “Elizabeth Stretton servant to Hugh
Smarte yeoman piched herself into a well
and committed to earth” (presumably not
in the churchyard). She may have been a
niece of Hugh. This is the only demise
where the cause of death is stated. There
does not seem to have been any plague
and deaths are spread evenly across the
months.

Above: Bishop's Hall, a yeoman's house.
Below: Austrey churchyard and the Bird in
Hand

The names in the register are mainly
familiar for modern eyes, though often an
“e” was added to Christian or surname for
example Smarte or Joane. Other names
were spelled phonetically for example
“Heugh”, “Bartlemewe” (Bartholomew),
and “Heawarde” (Hayward).” Most popular
first names were John, Robert and
Thomas for boys and Margaret, Elizabeth
and Alice for girls. Unusual names include
Theophilus and Farradow and for girls
Christian and Dorcas. The occupations fall
into six groups. These are gentry, yeomen
(more prosperous farmers), husbandmen
(smallholders), craftsmen, labourers and
servants. The gentry are almost entirely
the extensive Kendall family, the Lords of
the Manor. There are 29 individual
yeomen mentioned from 13 families. Most
of these are from the eight main village
families Orton, Crispe, Beck, Smarte,
Molde, Spencer, Clarke and Robinson. I
have identified about 60 individual
husbandmen, some again from these
families or from other families that were in
the village throughout the period. The land
occupation was usually handed down from
father to son or sons. There are about 40
labourers mentioned who would not have
held land and 14 servants mainly female.
part seem to have come from outside the
village. There are 54 craftsmen listed in
the parish record. I do not have space to
go into details about these but at different
times they included a fletcher (maker of
arrows), schoolmaster, surgeon, glover,
sawyer, whittawer (worker in leather),
nailer, roper and others. Unsurprisingly the

crafts most regularly recorded are
weavers, tailors, smiths, carpenters and
wheelwrights.
Now that the Warwickshire parish
registers are so easily accessible there is
wealth of material available for those who
wish to research any particular parish or
period.

David Spencer dspencer1@sky.com
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The Miner's Convalescent Home Swanage

Miners who sustained injury or illness may
have spent time at the Miner's
Convalescent home in Swanage, Dorset.
The group photo shows in the centre the
married couple who were the home’s
managers. I’m afraid I can’t remember
their names. Next to the lady is my father,
Laurie (G L) Harper, who was a winder at
Kingsbury Colliery. He had been elected
“Sergeant” by the others, which meant he
had to say grace at meals and if
necessary act as spokesman.

interest and lots of local sight seeing, good
food and plenty of it to build them up after
illness. They felt cared for.

nd

Behind him on the middle row, 2 from
right, is Jesse Stokes of Baddesley
Colliery, I can no longer remember what
his job there was. The two men did not
know each other previously but became
quite close during their stay and we
remained family friends for a long time
afterwards.

I can only date this as early 1950s,
probably winter/early spring 51-2, but
maybe a bit later.
Joy Joseph
Celia is related to Jesse Stokes. If you
recognise anyone on the photo let me know.
Ed.

They travelled to Swanage by coach with
a number of local pick up points. Once
there, there were coach trips to places of

8
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Speaker meeting reports by Shirley Beaumont
September 10th 2019. Research evening
on old occupations.
The research evening focussed on a
variety of occupations, working conditions
and useful resources.
Before the 1970s many employees did not
have a written employment contract that
stated terms and conditions. It was easier
to dismiss workers. A contract of
employment is something that we expect
today.

a carding machine at the Bradford
Industrial Museum, formally Moorside Mill.
The diagram in photograph 2 illustrates
the working of the machine.

When researching our family, we look for
dates and places related to birth, marriage
and death to give time scales and
locations. Having details about the
occupation of an ancestor puts more flesh
on the bones and often some insight into
their life. Frequently the statement of
occupation in a census is not familiar
because the job no longer exists or its
name has changed. A useful reference
book is A Dictionary of Old Occupations
by Colin Waters. Entries are taken from
English sources (beware, American
dictionaries may differ) and they give brief
detail of a large number of occupations.
Nuneaton library has a copy. This book is
no longer in print however copies can be
purchased from certain popular internet
sites. The brief detail gives the researcher
a start and then the thirst for more
information leads to further reading or
visits to libraries, museums and archives.
The first occupation considered was a
“scribbling overlooker”. The definition
given in the dictionary states a worker in a
woollen mill or a writer. In the mills,
particularly those in Yorkshire, the carding
machine was called a “scribbler”. Carding
is a mechanical process that disentangles,
cleans and intermixes fibres. A carding
machine consists of large rollers with
smaller ones surrounding it. All of the
rollers are covered with small teeth, and
as the fibres progresses further on the
teeth get finer. The fibre leaves
the carding machine in the form of a sliver;
a large rope of fibres. Photograph 1 shows

On the right-hand side is an automatic
feed where the wool was loaded. In older
machines, like the 19th century one in the
Laxey Woollen Mill Gallery on the Isle of
Man, the wool was loaded by hand and
frequently the workers were injured when
their hands were caught in the rollers. The
carding process is still used industrially
and in the TV programme Inside The
Factory this was referred to in the episode
on mattress making in Leeds. The carding
machine was just one part of a large fully
automated production line for producing
the fabric. Engineers maintain the
machine. The “scribbling overlooker” was
responsible for overseeing those who
worked the machine and for maintaining
the scribbler. In the Ellis Island records a
“scribbling overlooker” who emigrated
(economic migrant!) to America in 1908
was described as an engineer.
“Lime burner” is an occupation found in
record archives. We still see pubs named
Lime Kilns and Lime Burner. This was a
very dangerous occupation. Limestone

9
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was burnt in kilns to produce calcium
oxide or quicklime. Water was added to
produce slaked lime or calcium hydroxide,
an alkaline solution. The products were
used to make mortar, plaster and lime
wash used to paint walls.

contain minutes of union meetings and the
quarterly journals where new members
were listed and also those expelled from
the union for poor work or misconduct.
Also, retirement and death of member can
be found listed in these journals. The
union ran and administrated its own
pension scheme and sick pay scheme
before the days of the welfare state.
Photograph 3 shows a membership card.

When we hear the term surgeon we think
of hip operations, heart operations and
other complex medical treatments. In the
19th century the hierarchy of the medical
profession was much different. It was
easier to become a surgeon than a
physician. We have heard of “barber
surgeons” who pulled teeth and arrows
and even the fictional one who had a meat
pie business! A surgeon served an
apprenticeship. A physician required a
university education. This was more
expensive, so restricting entry into the
profession. A surgeon was a craftsman.
An interesting read is “The Victorian
Pharmacy”, a BBC book by Jane Eastoe,
foreword by Ruth Goodman. Page 25 to
27 has details of different roles in the
medical professions/jobs and the
legislation brought in to control this.
The ship’s surgeon on a convict ship
recorded the details of the convicts. The
convict records on the Tasmania archives
site give useful and interesting details of
their appearance (there were no
photographs then), their family, all their
offences, pardon tickets and sometimes
cause of death.
In the Dictionary of Old Occupations, a
compositor is described as “in the printing
trade, one who sets (makes pages of)
type. This occupation has gone through
change and development from the early
19th century to the 1970s. In the late 19th
century compositors served an
apprenticeship of 7 years. Employers
often regarded apprentices as cheap
labour and at the age of 21 they were not
kept on in employment. At this time
compositors were members of strong and
well organised trade unions. The local
branches were called a “chapel” with an
elected “foreman of the chapel”. The name
chapel reflected the style of many printing
offices. The Modern Records Office at
Warwick University holds the records of
the Typographical Association. These

Compositors who worked in central
London belonged to the London Society of
Compositors. Most of their records were
destroyed during WW2 when the St
Bride’s area of London was bombed. At
Warwick University there is however a
collection of membership cards, one for
each year between 1900 and 1955. Each
year there was a competition for members
to design the membership card. The
designs reflect the times and are very
attractive.
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Photograph 4 shows a card that is not part
of their collection.

physical size was 6ft by 3ft by 5ft. It was
located in a dustproof room as it was so
sensitive. Unions had negotiated the
working practices for computerisation of
the printing, however management did not
follow the agreement and this led to a
strike and lock out in 1973 followed by
redundancies. The Nottingham Post was
the first newspaper that had journalists
typing in their own articles. The job of
compositor had gone, and also the job of
“corrector of the press”. This reduced
checking of spelling and grammar to rely
on computer spellcheckers. The full detail
of these events and developments can be
found in Barry Williams book “Someone
Had To Do It, the story of a notorious
union buster Christopher Pole-Carew”.
The original Nottingham Journal
newspaper dated back to early 1800.

In 1884 in America the Linotype machine
was invented. This was used to produce
lines of type that could be arranged into
pages for printing. It had a keyboard with
90 keys and the upper and lower case of
each letter had its own key. Compositors
were judged on their typing speed. A
demonstration of a Linotype machine can
be found on:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8mFtro
OIv3o .

In 1931 the Agricultural Wages Board
increased the wages of agricultural
labourers from 25 shillings a week to 35
shillings. The Hansard website has a full
transcript of the debate.

Photograph 5 shows the Linotype machine
at Birmingham Museum.

Agricultural labourers at a farm in Elmsett,
Suffolk were asked by their employer to
sign a form saying that they would still
work for 25 shillings a week. If they did not
sign, they were sacked on the spot. Most
refused. The farmer sacked so many
workers that he could no longer farm all of
his land.
Agricultural labourer is a term used in
census returns to cover a range of jobs in
agriculture. This is unhelpful for the family
historian. The use of this broad term does
not do justice to the skills of the workers or
indicate the exact nature of their work and
responsibilities. In 1932 a farmer in
Elmsett Suffolk was charged a £120 tithe
to be paid to the Church. In those hard
times he could not afford it and asked to
pay in instalments. The Church refused
and sent in the bailiffs. As a result, the
local people blocked roads to the farm and
protested in support of the farmer. The
bailiffs took goods from the farmer to the
value of about £1000. This bankrupted
him and his workers lost their jobs. Local
carriers would not transport the goods and
when they finally did get to auction no-one

This has a safety guard, unlike the early
versions. At the office of the Nottingham
Post newspaper in the late 1960s the
management decided to retrain
compositors to use the standard typewriter
keyboard ready for the installation of
computers for newspaper production. The
computer was installed and initially the
compositors used typewriter keyboards to
punch tape that was then fed into the
computer to produce the print. The
computer had 62K of memory and its

11

NNWFHS JOURNAL December 2019



would buy them. This event is known as
the Tithe War. There is a memorial to the
Tythe War in a field opposite Elmsett
Church gates. Similar events happened in
other areas.



Our ancestors often had more than one
occupation. In the 1890s there were
volunteer firemen in Beverley, Yorkshire
and the lime burner convict mentioned
earlier was also listed as agricultural
labourer. During WW2 there was fear of
invasion and so Churchill’s Secret Army
was set up. Details of this have only
recently been made available. Maybe your
ancestors were part of one of the local
groups set up to fight against an invading
enemy. Look on this link to find out:
https://www.coleshillhouse.com



Kath also talked about nursery rhymes in
relation to health. An example was “Ring a
ring of roses a pocket full of posies”. The
posies need to contain onion and grated
unicorn horn! This was related to the
plague and if the sufferer gets to “atishoo”
they were unlikely to survive! Historical
commentators now say the rhyme was not
sung at the time of the plague but was a
recollection of the events.
We were shown a variety of old remedies
and they generated discussion. People
remembered “Tiger balm”, red and white.
It is used for treating muscle pain (red)
and headaches (white) and it is still
available. Also 4711 Eau de Cologne for
headaches. There were recollections of
putting butter on a bump on the head to
stop an “egg” forming and to bring out the
bruise. Butter should not be put on burns.
Iodine was put on cuts to kill germs. For
many years sore throats were treated by
gargling with salt water as a sterilising
agent. One person recalled that her
grandfather’s remedy for a sore throat was
to wrap a sweaty sock around the neck.
The explanation offered was that the
warmth would sooth and the sweat vapour
would be inhaled. Kath told us that in 1940
a piece of bacon on the end of a string
was used for a sore throat. The child
swallowed the bacon and then it was
pulled back out of their mouth. As there
was rationing then the bacon was then
cooked and eaten. Rather extreme but not
wasteful. Coughs were often treated by
inhaling steam mixed with Friars Balsam
or menthol crystals. Many families were
strong believers in the poultice and the
use of goose grease and brown paper
could be used for treating chesty coughs.
Lard and mustard often replaced the
goose grease. Many of those present
recalled Liqufruta as a cough remedy and
this is also still available. In the 1940s and

September 21st 2019: a special
outreach meeting at Mancetter entitled
“Goose Grease and Brown Paper. Can
we afford the doctor? Of course not!”.
A talk given by Kath Reynolds.
This special meeting was opened by John
Parton who welcomed attendees and
explained that the role of the NNWFHS is
to help and encourage people researching
their family tree. He provided some words
of advice/warning about the use of family
trees posted on websites as often these
are inaccurate. John then gave a warm
welcome to Kath Reynolds.
Kath explained that her talk is interactive
with audience participation. She had a
table full of items on display, many of
which were passed around during the talk
and attendees were encouraged to ask
questions and to give examples of their
experiences of “kitchen cupboard”
medicines.
The National Health Service came into
being on 5th July 1948. Before this date
people had to pay for medical treatment
and medicines. Many could not afford this
and so there was a great reliance on the
use of remedies that used ingredients
from the kitchen cupboard. Kath made
reference to a number of sayings:


An onion a day keeps everyone
away!
Cast not a clout until May is out.
There was discussion about
whether this is the month or the
blossom and also the wearing of
liberty bodices.
A spoon full of sugar helps the
medicine go down. Is this bribery?

“an apple a day keeps the doctor
away and the dentist in pay”!
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50s putting an onion in your bedroom was
recommended for avoiding catching flu.
Also, onions do absorb the fumes from
gloss paint.
Prevention is better than cure and homemade remedies included rose hip syrup.
Children were paid to collect rose hips for
making this. There were memories of cod
liver oil, Delrosa, horrible orange juice,
liquid paraffin and Syrup of Figs.

and a jury dealt with serious but noncapital offences.
Only very serious crimes for example
murder and treason were seen before the
Assize Courts. Assize courts saw cases
which were capital offences.
Anne explained that there are tours of the
Warwick Courts and when she attended
one and asked permission to take a
photograph the guide explained that this
was not allowed as it would be “in
contempt of court”.
Prisoners were kept in a dungeon at the
old Shire Hall, chained to posts in a circle.
Up to 56 prisoners were kept in the
dungeon. They were exposed to the
elements through a small grated opening
above. The dungeon dates back to the
17th century. Anne told us that the records
show 10% of prisoners were sentenced to
death by hanging, 90% were pardoned
and some drowned in the dungeon when
the rain was torrential. There is a
photograph of the dungeon on the
following link:
https://www.theoldshirehall.co.uk/wedding
s/courts-cells-dungeons
Anne gave details of some of the crimes
recorded in the Quarter Sessions. These
included child neglect; indecent assault of
women or children under 13; common
assault (it was easier to bring charges in
these cases) and poaching. The
Magistrates were normally local
landowners who were quite harsh on
poachers.
In Barrack Street, Warwick, there is still a
prison cell door to be seen in the wall.
Photographs can be found on this link:
https://www.ourwarwickshire.org.uk/conte
nt/article/old-warwick-prison
In the 18th century convicted criminals
were subjected to public whipping, but in
the 19th century whipping was done in
private. Warwick also had a house of
correction. The first one was mentioned in
records from 1625. This was replaced in
1697 and then a fire in 1694 destroyed
this house of correction. A new house of
correction was built in the late 18th
century. The houses of correction were
initially intended to keep beggars and
vagrants off the streets but gradually they
were used for prisoners convicted of minor
offences.

Kath has written a book called Kitchen
Cupboard Cures. Kath describes the book
as “a collection of home remedies
gathered from talking and reminiscing on
the many, varied and often horrific “cures”
which were inflicted upon people for those
most common ailments”. ISBN number:
978-1-5262-0043-3. 81 pages paperback.
Price £6.95. This is an excellent read
giving lots of detail of social history related
to illness and its treatment before the
NHS.
October 8th 2019 speaker meeting:
Crime and Punishment in the 19th
century. A presentation by Anne
Langley.
Anne was warmly welcomed. This very
interesting talk was illustrated with
documents and photographs in a
PowerPoint presentation. Warwickshire
County Record Office holds court records
dating from 1625. The records from 1720
onward have been transcribed and
indexing is an ongoing process. These will
be placed on their website eventually. The
Record Office has an online catalogue.
The link is:
http://heritage.warwickshire.gov.uk/warwic
kshire-county-record-office/county-recordoffice-resources-and-catalogues/
There were three main types of courts:
Petty Courts, Quarter Sessions and the
Assize Courts.
The Petty Courts only dealt with very
minor cases for example drunkenness.
They were informal by our standards
today. There was no Jury. These courts
had the power to refer more serious cases
up to a higher court.
Anne gave us details of the Quarter
Sessions, set up in 1371, explaining that
on the four occasions each year two JPs
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Anne made reference to the “Board of
Health Map of Warwick” that showed the
treadmill at the gaol. Prisoners had to use
this as hard labour. It had a screw that
officers could tighten to make the
prisoners work harder. This practice gave
rise to police officers being referred to as
“screws”.
In conclusion Anne recommended the
“Our Warwickshire” website as a rich
source of information about the local
history of the county. Anne was thanked
for a very interesting and informative talk.

lived through big changes in this country.
As a clergyman he could read and write
and his family had money. He came from
Leek Wooton to become Vicar at
Bedworth in 1664 as a 32-year-old
widower. He did not remarry. John
showed old maps of Bedworth to illustrate
the village as it was, with a population of
1200 people. Putting this in context, Aldi
and Tesco are situated at what was the
cross-roads of the village. The old
medieval road on the map is now Park
Road. The “back of the walls” was another
medieval road leading out of the village
towards what is now the Black Bank pub.
Soul End and Smercote are two lost
villages. George Eliot’s aunt lived at what
is now Astley Book Farm.
When Nicholas Chamberlaine arrived in
Bedworth the agriculture was based on
strip farming and there is still evidence of
the “ridge and furrow” in surrounding
fields. The hearth tax returns for Bedworth
show that 80% of households were
exempt from payments. With the average
exemption for the country being 35% this
illustrates the living conditions and poverty
Bedworth. In 1670, 22 out of 45 burials in
Bedworth were children. Half of the wills
from that time show an estate of less than
£50. 25% of the population of Bedworth
were dissenters who attended Chapel
rather than worshiping in the Church of
England. Julius Saunders of Saunders
Hall in Bedworth was a dissenter and he
founded the United Reformed Church.
When Nicholas Chamberlaine arrived in
Bedworth there was a need to rebuild the
Church of England. To achieve this, he put
money into providing schools and alms
houses so building up the Anglican
community. He set up the Nicholas
Chamberlaine Trust with 7 trustees who
were wealthy and some were also clergy.
The first alms houses were built in 1715.
They had accommodation for 12 women
on the ground floor in 6 rooms and 6 men
or women in the 6 rooms on the first floor.
These 18 people were given one shilling
and six pence per week, four shillings per
year for coal and every other year eight
shillings for a coat or gown. He provided
two schools and a school house. A
schoolmaster was paid £10 per year to
teach 40 boys and a matron was paid £5

November 12th 2019 AGM followed by
speaker meeting: a presentation by
John Burton on The Rev. Nicholas
Chamberlaine plus an update on the
George Eliot Foundation and the plans
for a George Eliot visitor centre.
Full minutes of the AGM will become
available in the members’ area of the
website.
Colin introduced and welcomed John
Burton. John began by giving an update
on the progress of the George Eliot visitor
centre and the work of the George Eliot
Fellowship. Fundraising to pay for the
centre is ongoing and the good news is
that there has now been a significant
donation given by a local business man
John Miller, the entrepreneur who set up
Shoppers’ Paradise in Bedworth in the
1970s. There were reminiscences of
shopping there and John said that some
Coventry people came there to buy their
beer. Happy memories of this innovative
shop and its development into the
Hypermarket before the days of Tesco in
Bedworth. John also recommended a
recent BBC 4 documentary about George
Eliot. The link to BBC iPlayer is:
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000
b8nj
John introduced the Rev Nicholas
Chamberlaine with a picture and a
photograph of the model of him located in
the Bedworth Heritage Centre. There are
no paintings of him so these are very
much an artist’s impressions. £2500 was
paid for the model 20 years ago. He was
born in 1632, before the civil war, and he
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per year. Children were taught the
catechism and Anglican doctrine. In 1840
the alms houses were rebuilt in a large
and impressive style at a cost of £9500
and to accommodate 40 people in 20
homes. The money for this came from the
coal industry. At this time 40% of the
population worked in the coal industry and
40% were ribbon weavers. The architect
for the new alms houses was Thomas
Larkins Walker, who trained alongside the
well known Pugin. Walker also designed
Camp Hill Hall, Attleborough Church and
Hartshill Church with its beautiful mock
Norman arch. Locally made bricks were
used in all of these buildings. The
Bedworth alms houses has a Governor’s
Hall, beautifully designed with a minstrel

gallery and wood panelling. The coats of
arms of all the trustees are displayed
there. For the Queen’s Golden Jubilee Toy
Kenning and Spencer produced a flag for
the hall.
Information about the alms houses is not
available for the years 1715 to 1840
because documents were stored at
Rotherhams Solicitors and the building
was bombed during WW2.
Since 1980 government money has been
used to maintain the alms houses and
now they are not providing funds for
flowers in the gardens.
John was thanked for his very interesting
and informative talk.

Upcoming events 2020

A church under threat
Lea Marston church is "under
threat".
It is a lovely church, and was the
church for the family at Hams Hall
as was. It is rather chopped off
from the world by the modern
developments at Hams Hall.
NNWFHS will be giving support and
to this end a Saturday visit is being
arranged for April or May. We will
keep you posted.

Lea Marston church
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GEORGE HARPER, signalman

My great grandfather George Harper was
born on December 14, 1843 in Coleshill,
the youngest child of John, a carpenter,
and Jane, nee Coton. Jane died of
consumption when George was 11
months old and his father died of a stroke
when he was 16. By the 1861 census he
was a lodger in a house in High Street
Coleshill, but the only occupant on census
night, so we can’t tell if he was with a
relative or not. But the next record of him
is surprising. In September 1862 he
married Emma Morris, a Coventry girl, in
Barming in Kent. In the marriage lines he
described himself as of full age (he was 19
!) and a farmer, which seems unlikely, as
he was a mere labourer the year before,
and his male witness was a farm labourer.
So I don’t know how many other ”facts” in
the document are true. The location of the
marriage has long puzzled me, but
eventually I came across a few other
details that could perhaps throw some
light on the problem. He turned out to
have an older brother who was living in
north London, and working for the railway
(George’s later career); and Barming was
a major centre for hop growing. So maybe
he went to London to join his brother, and
took a working holiday picking hops,
somehow persuading Emma to join him
there.

up to believe for some reason that she
was older, and the grandson had heard a
very tall story and believed it (there is a
tendency in the family to exaggerate).
George and Emma were married for a
number of years before they had a family,
but then had six children in all: George
Morris in 1869, James Henry in 1872,
Eleanor in 1873 (who died in 1878),
Maude in 1876, Oliver Lawrence in 1878,
and finally Eleanor Amy (always known as
Amy) in 1880. The first two were born in
Two Gates, the next two in Wilnecote, and
the last two in Dosthill, which became
George’s home for the rest of his life.
But then tragedy struck once more.
Emma died of meningitis six weeks after
Amy’s birth, leaving George with five
children under 11 and a small baby. I
found very moving the fact that he had
had to walk to Fazeley across the fields to
register both the death of his wife and the
birth of his daughter on the day that Emma
had died. A note on the death certificate
says that she was ill for 5 days, which
would take it back to the day of Amy’s
christening. The 1881 census shows he
had by then a resident housekeeper, but
there is no mention of Amy at home.
Sometimes babies got missed off the
form, or maybe she was elsewhere with a
relative. Searching has not found her
anywhere else.

FAMILY MATTERS
Emma’s origins are another mystery. The
marriage certificate says she was of full
age, so 21+ in 1862. I could not find her
in 1851. In 1861 she was a live-in servant
in a Coventry pub, age 19. In 1871 she
was in Two Gates with George and family,
age 29. She died in April 1880, registered
as 39. The only Coventry birth
registration/baptism I could find was in
1844, with the right named father (James).
He was described as a farmer in 1862, but
the 1844 father was a canal boatman.
And a grandson later wrote into a
transcript of the page in the family bible
that he had been in command of a 71 gun
ship of the line! So perhaps she was
indeed the boatman’s daughter, brought

Dosthill lodge in 1885

George’s house in Dosthill was at the top
of Church Lane, quite near the driveway to
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Dosthill Lodge, a gentleman’s residence
no longer there. This was the home of the
Price family, who crop up in the Harper
history as employers of servants that two
of George’s sons married, and indeed of
Oliver (my grandfather) as a boy. The
Price daughter Eleanor was a Victorian
novelist, and Amy’s godmother. Great
aunt Amy was MY godmother, and I also
have the name Eleanor as a first name.
George used to keep an eye on the house
for the Prices when they went abroad, and
in 1881 he married Sarah Holland, their
cook. She was several years George’s
senior, but the family always referred to
her as mother or grandmother, so I think
she must have treated them well, and no
doubt the food was good!

married and bought a small holding at
Cliff, where George spent a lot of time.
She returned to teaching after she was
widowed (by then Mrs Winfield and well
known in Dosthill). Sarah had died in
1911.
WORKING LIFE
In 1866 George became a pointsman,
later termed signalman, on the Midland
Railway. According to the records he was
at Hockley Hall signal box, and my father
remembered taking packed lunches to
him. His wage was from 20/- (£1 in old
money) to 23/- a week. He retired in
December 1908, and I have a Tamworth
Herald article about a presentation that
was made to him on Christmas Day in the
ladies’ waiting room at Wilnecote station.
It cites the inscription on a small brass
plate on the back of the tapestry covered
chair he was given. I have that plate
hanging on my wall. The chair has not
survived. He had clocked up 42 years of
service. He was described as a true friend,

George and his second wife Sarah.

The family all married and left home, with
James (Jim) and Oliver settling in new
built next door houses just down the road
in the High Street. George junior became
a colliery blacksmith, Oliver a colliery loco
driver. And Jim made good by starting as
office boy at Kingsbury Colliery and
gradually rising to the position of Company
Secretary and member of the board, all
during the days of private ownership of
course. He featured regularly in reports in
the Tamworth Herald. Amy was a teacher
at Dosthill School until she was 40, then

George in his MR uniform.
He is wearing the gold fob on his
watch chain that now hangs on my
wall.
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Above: The brass
plate from the back
of the retirement
chair.
Right: the gold fob
on his watch chain
that now hangs on
my wall
Left: George at
Amy’s gate in Cliff.
He’s still wearing
his watch and chain
with the fob.
I suspect that his
cap is his old
railway one, with
the badge
removed.

with never a cross word, ever ready to
help and generous to a fault.
George died at Amy’s house in Cliff in
June 1934, age 90.
His grandson George Lawrence (Laurie)
lived within sight of that house and died
there, also aged 90, in 1997.

Joy Joseph, nee Harper

Jacqui's Christmas Pudding recipe
Combine in a large bowl: 4oz golden syrup dissolved in 2 Tbspn warm milk; 3oz grated
carrot; 2 Tblspn brandy; 1lb breadcrumbs; 1 tspn ground ginger; 1tspn ground cinnamon; 1
tspn mixed spice; 1 tspn salt: 8oz suet; 8oz soft brown sugar; 1lb 12oz mixed dried fruit.
Mix well. Leave to stand a couple of hours.
Mix in one large beaten egg to help bind it all. Put circle of greaseproof in base of each
basin, butter it and basin. Divide mix into pudding basins of a size to suit number eating –
do not fill to top of basin. Put another circle of greaseproof on top of pudding and then a
layer of cooking foil over the top and tie on with string. Steam slowly for 6-8 hrs depending
on size of basin. Do not use a pressure cooker!
Reheat well on day of serving and dish up with your favourite sauce…enjoy!! [PS apologies
for Imperial measurements – Gt gran wouldn’t have heard of metrication!! There is no flour
in this recipe. Sometimes I add lemon or orange zest too! You may wish to halve the above
unless you eat as many puds as we do – always one at Easter.]
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Staying the right side of the (copyright) law

In a recent edition of the magazine Who
Do You Think You Are (December 2019,
page 22-23) there was a thoughtprovoking article by Margaret Haig of the
UK Intellectual Property Office. Are we,
as family historians, flouting the law of
copyright?
The basic principle of copyright originated
in Britain in the 1700s, and has been
established by various Acts since then.
See
//en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Copyright_law_of_t
he_United_Kingdom. Copyright is within
the country of creation, but there are
international copyright agreements.

Copyright varies in length but generally is
70 years from the death of the creator.
Although rare to be included in a will,
copyright forms part of a deceased
person’s estate which may be split several
ways at probate (even if there is no will);
in those 70 years, those inheritors may
have died and their estates been split
among more persons. With regard to
previously unpublished works, or those
published after the author’s death, you
need to be aware of the “2039 rule” which
may apply to what you hold, but
particularly affects archives, see
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/documents/i
nformation-management/copyrightrelated-rights.pdf which covers many
aspects of copyright.

Every item created is protected: books,
stories, diaries, plays, poems, songs,
photographs, film, sound recordings…and
if it is created, the creator owns the
copyright. While we may include items in
our own records, once that is placed in the
public domain – on a tree online for
instance or in a published (including selfpublished) book, then rules apply. Try to
avoid breaking the law!
There is no copyright applicable to facts –
the names and dates that appear in our
trees. But if you are creative in the
production of your tree (artistic, novel
layout, etc) then you own copyright of it in
that form and others should not reproduce
it without your explicit permission. We are
advised to put © plus the year and our
name on anything we create. You may
create something for the Journal, and you
will own copyright of your original, while
the Society would own copyright of the
format as reproduced – whether or not the
original had been edited.

If uploading material, even material you
absolutely own, onto a website, make
yourself familiar with the terms of that
website. Some sites automatically
assume ownership of what you post – in
their small print will be a clause saying you
grant them licence so to do! So check
before uploading anything. Your cousin
may have sent you a scan, but put it
online and you could be in very hot water.
As a family historian your use of an item
may be covered by the exceptions to
copyright for non-commercial research
and private study, but remember to
include a complete acknowledgement to
the creator or owner. See
www.gov.uk/guidance/exceptions-tocopyright. The article acknowledged
above highlights the need for “fair
dealing”: are you reproducing one small
part of an item or a major part or the

The person who took a photograph owns
copyright as creator of that image. If you
hold a printed copy and it is the ONLY
copy, copyright is still held by the
photographer. It is often difficult – or
impossible – to establish the originator of
old images.
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whole? Any use that could cause loss to
the copyright owner will not be fair dealing.
If you wish to publish your work
commercially, then permission is required.
There is advice online on how to go about
this:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/orph
an-works-diligent-search-guidance-forapplicants
You may come across material that is
covered by a creative commons licence.
There are, as ever, rules on what you can
and cannot copy and full information is
available on the website
//creativecommons.org/
If you are going to publish then you are
advised to understand the law. See
www.gov.uk/copyright The government’s
intellectual property office website is
www.gov.uk/topic/intellectualproperty/copyright
Help Desk Team

The photograph on the right was in a box
found after a death. Who is it and where
is it? There is no photographer shown nor
other names, just "mother" on the
reverse. It is not the mother of the box
owner so presumably mother of whoever
sent the photograph to UK. There will be
many family historians with this type of
photograph. Who owns the
copyright? Should you know who is
pictured, do please let us know!!
We don't know who owns the copyright
but having made reasonable enquiries to
no avail we are printing it.
There is a myth that if something is on the
internet it is free to use. This is not so.
Copyright law applies equally to any
material on the internet.
Ed.
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the household.
In a display at
Tudor Little
Moreton Hall
one Christmas
were pieces
that looked like
cooked,
streaky bacon
– it was
coloured sweet
marzipan! All
homes would
be decked out
with foliage
often including
fragrant herbs,
especially evergreen bay, gathered from the
garden and adjacent fields – even the poorest
households could gather greenery for their
home. Kissing boughs were popular: two rings
set at right angles and decorated with foliage
and occasionally also with nuts, fruit and
ribbon, hung from the ceiling with, of course,
some mistletoe – hence kissing bough! We
still hang the mistletoe today.

Christmas Past
Elsewhere in this Journal we ask what reminds
you of Christmases past. However, have you
considered how Christmas may have been
celebrated by each generation of your
forebears?
Today, Christmas is “instant” with massproduced decorations and trinkets, miles of
twinkling lights, a shopping frenzy and what
seems like less goodwill than we had a few
decades ago. Go back not so many years,
and our decorations were often homemade –
remember paperchains and ribbons woven
through a series of coloured cut-outs? We
baked shaped biscuits for the tree, and those
handy with boiling sugar would make barley
twists and their like. It was a treat to find a
tangerine or orange in the foot of the
Christmas stocking! I remember two large
honeycomb tissue bells, they were well over a
foot tall and had panels in various colours.
These came out every year to hang from the
hooks in the kitchen ceiling. They were
treasured in the years when rationing had not
long since ended and much was scarce.

This bringing-in of live plant material goes
back to Pagan times when it was seen as a
reminder that spring was around the corner –
and the vapours from the greenery must have
helped mask other smells in those ancient
dwellings! That we still bring in greenery (or its
mass-made fake version) harks back to those
very early times.

That the Victorians invented Christmas is oft
repeated. Not quite true! Yes, the large
centre-piece, fully-decorated tree arrived in
Britain following the publication of a picture in
the Illustrated London News of 1848 showing
the Royal family gathered around their rather
tall tree. It was bedecked with candles and
hanging ornaments. Families in Britain wished
to emulate Victoria and Albert, so the market
for large Christmas trees began. However, the
fully decorated tree, bearing fruits, sweets and
th
such dates back to the 16 Century in
Germany. It was during the Victorian era that
newspaper reports first highlight the problems
of thieves who stripped some rural areas of the
holly and ivy to sell in the burgeoning cities.

What of the yule log? Today it appears as a
sugar-laden cake! It was once a tradition in all
homes: a selected large log was placed in the
hearth on Christmas Eve and it burnt slowly
over the festive period. Not so today with so
few open hearths!
Will you be first-footing the New Year? This
ancient Scottish tradition requires a tall, darkhaired man who enters the home just after
midnight bearing a piece of coal, some salt,
bread and Scottish whisky. The offerings are
to bring the household warmth, food and good
cheer for the year ahead. A slice of black-bun
was perhaps given to the first-footer. Black
bun is a cake made originally for Twelfth Night
but now for Hogmanay, perhaps best
described as fruit without much cake baked in
a pastry case!

The Regency and Georgian periods displayed
“restrained” Christmas decorations with
simplified fir, ivy and holly often around
fireplaces or wound into unadorned garlands in
halls and on staircases. “Sophistication” was
the aim. Natural foliage decorations go back
to much earlier periods having survived the
Puritans who banned such frivolity.
th

th

In the 16 and 17 centuries edible treats for
Christmas could also be a display of wealth,
especially with marchpane (marzipan)
moulded and coloured to represent other
foods, and often with a centrepiece dusted
with gold leaf to really show off the wealth of

Whatever form your festivities take, remember,
all decorations should be away by Twelfth
th
Night – Sunday 5 January.
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Above: Images of
Austrey
Left & right:
Christmas decorations
at No-Man's Heath
church

The committee of
NNWFHS wish
you a happy
Christmas and a
healthy and
prosperous new
year for 2020
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