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Copyright notice.  
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form, by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recorded or otherwise without the prior written permission of the 
Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society. 
 
Personal data. 
 
The Society holds personal data on our members – identity and 
contact details provided on application and renewal forms.  
Under the Data Protection Act 1998 we can hold sufficient data to 
run the Society, but no more.  The data must also be accurate, 
kept up to date and not held for longer than necessary. 
To comply with the Act we will hold documents supporting current 
membership. This will usually be the last completed application 
or renewal form. Earlier documentation will be destroyed. In the 
event of a member not renewing by the due date, previous 
documents will be held for a further four months in case of late 
renewal. 
For ease of administration, an up to date copy of your personal 
data will be held on an electronic database with your consent. It 
will be assumed that you agree to this unless you tell us 
otherwise.  If you do not agree to us holding such data 
electronically please contact the Membership Secretary. Data 
held electronically will be subject to the same retention policy as 
clerical data. 
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The opinions expressed in articles in the Journal are 
those of the individual authors and do not necessarily 
represent the views of the editor or of NNWFHS. 

Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  These should (preferably) be in 
plain text with no fancy formatting. (You might think that formatting it nicely saves me 
work, but it doesn’t!)  Submit pictures as jpegs.  If in doubt email me or send it in 
anyway!  I can usually sort it out. Please do not send me Publisher files. Files with the 
suffix .doc or .docx or .txt or .rtf are fine. 
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The chairman and editor's little box 
 
The Society has been represented at WDYTYA? - Live at the NEC for several years, but no 
more.  Attendance was down and the organisers have pulled the plug on future events, at 
least at the NEC.  For us, this was our local show, relatively easy for our members (and our 
much appreciated volunteers) to attend.  Will anything fill the void for next year?  Time will 
tell. 
 
This issue contains a quite lengthy article by David Marsden on his Bedworth ancestors.  It 
is however only a part of a much longer document and I have included it as an example of a 
well written and researched history that can be handed down to children and grandchildren 
(although my experience is that children and grandchildren will not be very much interested 
until they reach middle age, start seeing elderly relatives dropping off the perch and start 
wondering about their own origins, at which point they appreciate having a reliable history). 
 
We are now several months into our new 'home' at Attleborough Baptist church and 
meetings seem to be much better attended.  Warm comfortable and inviting surroundings 
seem to be paying dividends. 
 
The back cover features a map by the late J J (Gus)Tysoe.  Gus provided us with a wealth 
of meticulously drawn maps over the years and the Society is grateful for his generosity in 
so doing. 
            JAP 
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Secretary’s Scribbles 

 
It does not seem five 
minutes since last putting 
digits to keyboard for the 
Journal.  Maybe being 
busy is what makes time 
fly by…or is it just age?!!?  
 
At the May committee 
meeting, the changing 
nature of family history 
research came under 
discussion.  Not so many 
years back, people did 
not want to pay 
subscriptions for online 
access and so the 
Society’s emphasis was 
on transcriptions of parish 
registers, making masses 
of material available at 
affordable prices.  
Nowadays researchers 
seem happy to buy 
annual online 
subscriptions, or to use 
the major online sites at 
their local libraries.  The 
Warwickshire parish 
register collection has 
been on Ancestry for over 
five years, and their 
monopoly is up: we know 
Find My Past is working 
on the series and 
possibly others are too.  
As a result, the Society 
will be publishing less by 
way of parish register 
transcriptions in favour of 
“smaller” items or 
collections – especially 
those not likely to appeal 
to the major online 
providers.  We have 
found tin boxes of 
documents lurking in 
vestries and even 
registers and banns 
books in private hands: 
what is lurking in your 
village, parish or “big 
house” [their historic 

records of tenants would 
be fascinating!] that could 
be available for indexing 
or other production?  Do 
please let John Parton 
know of anything you 
know exists that may 
interest your fellow family 
historians, and who to 
contact for access.   
 
NNWFHS exhibited at the 
WDYTYA? –Live show at 
the NEC in April – report 
elsewhere. We had a 
grand team of helpers 
whom we thank profusely 
for their efforts on behalf 
of the Society.  At this 
year’s event there were 
many stands that had no 
connection to family or 
local history, leaving 
probably well under 70 
that did!  And some major 
exhibitors were missing 
including Imperial War 
Museums and The 
National Archives. You 
couldn’t walk the aisles 
without somebody rattling 
a charity box or trying to 
sell you wine!  A less-
than-usual question 
was…“I don’t suppose 
you’ve got a debit card 
with you”…it transpired 
that our member had 
gone through all the 
palaver with Ancestry 
DNA for a set of testing 
kits and came to pay 
when they refused cash, 
insisting on “plastic”!  I did 
have my card so all was 
sorted, though there was 
no sign clearly visible on 
the stand saying they did 
not accept British money!  
However, it left me 
wondering if traders can 
refuse legal 
tender…unless 
suspicious that a note 
[many notes!] is forged.   

 
On 24th June we will be at 
York racecourse 
Knavesmire building, for 
the Yorkshire Family 
History Fair, now under 
new management – do 
come along and support 
this event that already 
has over 50 exhibitors 
[and increasing] that are 
relevant to family or local 
history!  Why not make a 
weekend trip to wonderful 
York and spend Saturday 
at the Fair.  At under £5 
to walk through the door 
and free parking, it is far 
less expensive than 
WDYTYA-Live!!  There 
are free talks, too.  
http://yorkshirefamilyhisto
ryfair.com/ has a list of all 
exhibitors so you can 
check which FHS, etc. 
will be there. 
 
The same organisers are 
running a new event on 
24th September at 
Sandown Park 
Racecourse 
http://thefamilyhistorysho
w.com/   - we wish them 
every success. Again, 
£4.80 admission and free 
parking for visitors!  It is a 
bit of a jaunt for 
NNWFHS, but the 
Society could never 
afford the London-based 
2-3 days events so we 
will exhibit at this event 
and see how things go.  
Can members within 
striking distance offer an 
hour or two on the stand 
to “meet, greet” and such 
– it would be good to 
meet you, too. One or two 
major one-day events at 
which family history 
societies can afford to 
exhibit, and people can 
afford to attend to meet 
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exhibitors and listen to 
presentations all relevant 
to family history research, 
will surely be welcome in 
the annual calendar.  
Please support these 
events, which are 
sponsored by The 
Genealogist, which will be 
exhibiting, too. 
 
As this edition goes to 
print, we will be at the fair 
organised by Chesterfield 
& District FHS – a friendly 
local event where we 
frequently meet 
NNWFHS members.  It is 
good to support other 
Societies and groups with 
their events plus we do 
‘collect ideas’ from other 
exhibitors, too.  NNWFHS 
doesn’t always know 
when local groups are 
having an open day, 
flower show or heritage 
weekend event.  If your 
village, church, etc., has 
an event where a small 
display with family history 
input would be 
appreciated, do let John 
or myself know – or ask 
the event organiser to 
directly contact one of us.  
We will fit in as many 
local one-day events as 
we can.  
 
The new meeting venue 
at the Baptist Church 
rooms, Attleborough, is 
proving popular and we 
have some good 
speakers lined up for the 
coming months, too.  If 
you live near enough, you 
will be made most 
welcome.  Talking of 
“welcome” – two new 
members recently arrived 
looking a bit lost and 
were greeted and 
introduced: they then told 

us that they nearly did not 
attend as at another 
Society’s speaker 
meeting they had been 
totally ignored to point of 
having glaring looks from 
some for being in the 
room!!  Oh dear me!  
Glad we got things right!!   
 
Our programme 
secretary, Colin 
Cartwright, is currently 
putting next year’s 
calendar together and 
already has some brilliant 
ideas – including a 
summer evening visit to 
Polesworth Abbey 
culminating with a fish 
and chip supper in the 
refectory – sounds good 
to me!  If you have any 
topic, or can suggest a 
speaker, please contact 
Colin.  It is good to have 
too many suggestions, so 
don’t be shy! 
 
So, summer is here and 
whatever the weather the 
days are longer and 
family historians think of 
getting out and about.  
Walk the places your 
forebears walked; visit 
the churches they 
attended; use the census 
to try and work out where 
they lived before 
addresses became set in 
stone – plot the order of 
the identified places on a 
map and take it from 
there.  You can obtain 
modern copies of many 
old Ordnance Survey 
maps from Alan Godfrey 
Maps – Chris Makepeace 
is often at Fairs with a 
huge selection or you can 
Google and find them 
online.   
 

And when you break 
down a brick wall, or have 
any other Eureka! 
moment, do write about it 
for this Journal.  As our 
editor frequently 
comments, it is the 
eclectic mix of members’ 
stories that makes for 
interesting reading! 
 
Happy hunting! 
 
Jacqui 
 
 
 

Warwickshire Local 
Studies Collection – 
Nuneaton Library 

 
On 18 May, 11 members 
visited to library for a 
private guided visit 
behind the scenes to 
learn more about the vast 
collection of Warwickshire 
material in the local 
studies collection.  The 
resulting comments of “I 
didn’t realise just how 
much is here…” “I am 
coming back to use…” 
said it all! 
 
There could be another 
visit in the autumn – 
probably early October.  If 
you would be interested, 
do let Jacqui know as 
soon as possible so that 
dates can be discussed.  
Would a lunchtime visit 
be more helpful for you?  
Let us know…soon!! 
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WDYTYA? - Live …now 

Dead! 

 
In April this year we again 
had a table at the Who 
Do You Think You Are? – 
Live show at the NEC.  It 
is a costly event both for 
exhibitors and for visitors 
– at least we can travel in 
daily and not incur 
accommodation costs.  
We were convinced that 
the attendance was down 
– there was plenty of 
space to walk the aisles 
even at peak times – 
though the organisers 
denied any decline!  
There was no pizzazz in 
the atmosphere, either.   
However, we had a grand 
team of volunteers who 
really did NNWFHS proud 
– thank you team!  
 
We recruited less new 
members than previous 
years, but then some 
other Societies nearby 
reported similarly.  We 
did meet some nice 
people, including 
members…and also 
some of those strange 
“researchers” who have 
no idea whatsoever of 

where their forebears’ 
places actually are 
geographically.  There 
were some odd 
conversations until places 
were resolved!!  We had 
visitors who had made 
day-trips from as far 
afield as Cornwall, 
Northumberland, 
Kent…and we had 
enjoyable conversations 
with many.  It was 
rewarding that some 
enquirers whom we 
directed elsewhere 
actually came back to 
thank us for a bit of lateral 
thinking!  It was 
interesting to hear 
visitors’ comments… “I 
am glad I got a ticket for 
£10 as this is nothing like 
it was last year” and one 
who was convinced that 
the aisles were wider 
because she didn’t have 
to elbow her way around 
as she had done two 
years previously! 
 
The West Midlands 
Group of FHS met the 
event organisers and 
negotiated rates for 
exhibiting at the 2018 
event.  Imagine 
everyone’s surprise a 
month later to read that 
the event was not 

happening!  Not that the 
organisers have actually 
informed exhibitors 
directly.  In May I read 
one national 
organisation’s newsletter 
that was promoting their 
exhibit at the 2018 event, 
including their stand 
number - so they had 
booked and seemingly 
not heard!   
 
So no “national” event in 
2018 - but there is a new 
one-day event this 
autumn at 
Esher…coupled with the 
same organisers having 
taken on the event in 
York which NNWFHS will 
be attending this summer.  
Let’s hope these shows 
are a success and then 
perhaps they will be able 
to bring a major one-day, 
affordable-for-all event to 
the middle of England.  If 
you are out and about 
and can visit either of 
these shows, please do 
go along to support the 
organisers and exhibitors. 
 

Events Team 

 
 

 
Jeremy Gibson & 
Stuart Raymond; 6th 
Edition, 2016; 72 pg;  
ISBN 978 1 906280 55 
0; Family History 
Partnership: £5.50. 
 
The first edition of this 
book in 1980 produced  

a “bible” for finding 
where wills would have 
been proved.  This 
latest edition provides 
current detailed 
information, including 
recent changes on 
access to civil probate 
copies, plus updates of 
what is online, and 
where. 

 
Written in language 
any family historian 
can understand, this 
book outlines the 
process of wills in 
Great Britain [England, 
Wales, Scotland & 
Ireland]; gives a useful 
glossary of terms, and 
then does a detailed 

Probate Jurisdictions: where to look for Wills 
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breakdown by county 
or district.  
 
Pre-1858 wills were 
subject to 
ecclesiastical law: the 
type of parish where 
someone lived and 
died, let alone their 
property and wealth, 
affected where a will 
was proved and 
therefore where a copy 
may exist.  While I am 
fairly au fait with the 
area NNWFHS covers, 
I was surprised to find 
just how many 
“exceptions to the rule” 
there are within the 
rest of Warwickshire, 
but the book leaves no 
stones unturned and 
includes a list of those 
parishes within civil 
Warwickshire that 

came under the 
dioceses of Worcester 
or Gloucester. 
 
Looking at the details 
for neighbouring 
Leicestershire, we 
learn that copies of 
registered wills 1858-
1926 are held at 
Wigston: these will 
presumably be 
manuscript copies 
accessible to visitors. 
Again, the book details 
exactly what is where 
for pre-1858 wills, and 
the places that are 
exceptions.  My 
forebears were in one 
of the “peculiars” and 
one will has never 
surfaced – did he 
make one?  His 
unmarried daughter 
did: she was working 

as a servant and died 
seven years after her 
father…was there such 
a mess with her 
father’s affairs that she 
decided to sort out 
what her siblings got 
from her meagre 
personal estate by 
making a will? Yes, 
even servants made 
wills – and a very 
useful will it was too! 
 
This book is now in 
the library box.  You 
can also order your 
own copy direct from 
www.thefamilyhistoryp
artnership.com/ where 
you will find a vast 
range of other useful 
books largely written 
by family historians for 
family historians. 
 

 
  

John Smith? No Problem!!!  A Family History with Ideas for Tracing a Common Surname 
L & A Welsford; £7.95 – copy in NNWFHS library box 
 
This is primarily a history of a family, but it details all the research, the places visited, the 
types of resource used (some far from “common”) in the unravelling of their John SMITH.  It 
had all started with a name of a grandfather and very little else. 
 
The story unravels backwards as there are two steps forward and one back or occasionally 
one forward and half-a-dozen back!  Discovering they were chasing SMITHs was initially 
daunting, but the search continued for evidence.   Sometimes it is a chance find – a 
remembered name from a document previously consulted and set aside – that enables the 
progress back in time.  Lateral lines and lateral thinking played their parts, too! 
 
While reading this book you may well find yourself producing a list of possible sources of 
information that lead to grains of evidence or even to nuggets of golden proof of that link 
you’ve been seeking for years.  Yes, years: family history research is a long-term 
commitment as there is always something new to discover and this book is evidence that 
nothing beats detailed research.   
 
A most readable book: there is a copy in the Society’s library box and it is recommended.   
 

 

Not sure what is in the library box or how to borrow books? 
See the full list on the next page. 
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Queensland, Australia 

 
Do you have any family archive material relating to Queensland?   

If you do the State Library of Queensland is interested in seeing it. 
 
The FFHS has received an email from Dianne Byrne who is the Curator of the Original 
Materials Collection at the State Library of Queensland in Brisbane Australia. 
 
Dianne will be visiting the UK in the summer to try to locate 19th and 20th Century 
Manuscripts, correspondence, diaries and photographs with a Queensland association for 
the State's Library Collection. 
 
She is anxious to make contact with private individuals who may have family material 
relating to Queensland for donation or purchase.   
 
If you wish to contact her please email Dianne at Dianne.byrne@slq.qld.gov.au  
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Louise Essex,Senior 
Librarian, Local 
Studies has advised 
NNWFHS of the many 
online resources for 
historians and family 
historians available on 
the Warwickshire 
Libraries website 
http://www.warwicks
hire.gov.uk/libraries 
 
In particular a recent 
purchase made by 
Warwickshire Library 
and Information 
Service is the on-line 
version of the Oxford 
Dictionary of Family 
Names in Britain and 
Ireland. This is a very 
useful resource, 
particularly the 
comparison between 
the numbers of people 
with a surname on 
1881 census and 
those with the same 
name today.   
 
Hard copies of the 4 
volume title are also 
available at 
Leamington, Nuneaton 
and Rugby 
(temporarily until 
Stratford re-opens in 
Henley Street)  
 
Accessing the on-line 
resource can be done 
at home if a library 
member. Go to the 
referenceandlearning
     pages and scroll 
down to the local and 
family history 
heading and click on 
the Oxford Dictionary 
of Family Names in 
Britain and Ireland.  
 

Members will be asked 
for a library card 
number, please type 
WARKS before this as 
in the example below 
 
WARKS12345678    
 
If any of your members 
live or work in 
Warwickshire (or an 
adjoining county) and 
are not library 
members they may 
join the library by 
completing the form 
on-line join and a 
membership card will 
be posted out to them 
or they can visit any 
Warwickshire County 
Council library with ID 
(name and address) 
and join.  
 
Members may also be 
interested to see the 
other on-line resources 
we have including 
Which? Groves Music, 
Times Digital Archive 
etc by looking at the 
other headings on the                                    
referenceandlearning
   pages 
 
An overview of local 
and family history 
material held in 
libraries can be found 
at library local 
studies web pages 
 
The library catalogue 
can be found at 
librarycatalogue 
(Narrow the search to 
local studies material 
on the catalogue, by 
clicking on 
the collections arrow, 
just above the general 

search box and then 
click on local studies 
and family history) 
 
Also available online to 
library card holders is, 
amongst other useful 
resources, the Times 
Digital Archive - the 
Times Newspaper 
from 1785 to 2009 with 
images. 
 
Find My Past however 
is only available on 
computers in your local 
library. 
 
 

  

Warwickshire libraries - online resources available to holders of a library card 

Oxfordshire FHS looks 
forward to seeing you at 

our Fair in October. 
 

A lot of potential visitors 
are on Facebook, and 

so Oxfordshire FHS has 
created an Event for the 

Fair, which is at 
https://www.facebook.
com/events/410554235

945414/ 
 

https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/referenceandlearning
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/referenceandlearning
http://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/libraries
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/referenceandlearning
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/referenceandlearning
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localstudies
https://www.warwickshire.gov.uk/localstudies
http://library.warwickshire.gov.uk/iguana/www.main.cls?surl=librarycatalogue
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38
http://ofhs.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=913d8d90acf8974b7677f6b15&id=850b2299bc&e=9df41fda38


 NNWFHS JOURNAL June 2017 
  

 
9 

 

 
Let's Look at your 
Old Photographs! 
 
Many of us have family 
photographs where we 
cannot identify the 
subject, and all too 
often the relatives that 
might help us to do so 
are no longer with us. 
Therefore the topic for 
the April meeting of 
the society was of 
particular interest, and 
we had not one, but 
two photography 
experts on hand to 
give tips on identifying 
old photographs. 
David Alton and 
Graham Bandy were 
both informative and 
amusing as they took 
us through the simple 
steps to help with 
identification. 
Style and size of the 
photograph is an 
important factor in 
providing a possible 
date. Earlier styles 
were Daguerrotype, 
around 1840/1850, 
with the image on 
silver plated copper 
sheets. Then there 
were Ferrotypes with 
the image on a sheet 
of laquered iron from 
1856/1867. Cartes de 
Visite were popular, 
and cheap, from the 
late 1850s onwards. 
These were paper on 
card and typically 
measured two and a 
half by three and a 
quarter inches. Earlier 
versions had simple 
square cut corners 

which later became 
more rounded. 
Photographer's details 
were often printed or 
embossed on the 
lower front or back. 
 
Photo postcards were 
widely produced in the 
early 1900s with 
spaces for message 
and address on the 
back. 
If the name of the 
photographer is known 
then this can be a 
useful dating tool as 
old trade directories 
will show them in their 
listings. 
The dress and 
appearance of the 
subject may also give 
vital clues, but 

although younger 
persons may be 
dressed in the fashion 
of the day allowing for 
a reasonably accurate 
dating timespan, older 
folk might be attired in 
the fashion of an 
earlier period. 
Particular attention 
should be paid to the 
shape of sleeves, skirt 
length on women's 
dresses that could 
denote a certain 
period. Male neckties 
and collars also 
changed throughout 
the decades as also 
did hairstyles in both 
men and women. 
Sometimes, although it 
may seem rather 
macabre, dead people 

Speaker meeting report by Val Lewis 

Typical Carte de Visite (front and back) 
Cabinet cards were larger versions of this. 
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were incorporated into 
photographs as though 
they were alive, 
especially if families 
had no prevoius 
images of them. 
Graham Bandy's 
particular field of 
expertise is in the 
dating of military 
photographs, and he 
explained to us how 
uniforms changed over 
the years with often 
only subtle changes 
that could help to date 
them. Details such as 
the size of peaks on 
caps may be quite 
significant and the 
style of lanyard. Also 
the individuality of the 
uniforms and headgear 
of the various 
regiments along with 
their badges. 
 
The evening ended 

with the speakers able 
to help a number of 
members who had 
brought along 
photographs for 
identification. 

Photograph showing Hospital Blues Uniform WW1 with various regimental caps. 

 

Found in the Registers 
While working on the 1754+ register for Arley, our 
transcribers came across this note about the previous 
two burials noted in the register for August 1812. 
 
“Memorandum: Ann IZON was burnt to death by her 
cloaths taking fire and Joseph HARBER was killed by a 
Horse rearing and falling upon him.” 
 
While on the subject of Arley, the register is another one 
that clearly records the receipt of tax for baptisms – and 
also those poor or pauper families who were exempted. 
 
It is always worth your while looking at least at images 
of the original parish registers: they can tell you such 
detail about the parish, the people and what life was like 
at a particular time…and how that affected your 
ancestors in that parish. 
 
Transcription team 
 

The illustrative photographs in 
this article are from Val Lewis' 
family collection 
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Early references to our 
branch of the Marsden 
Family occur in the 
parish records of 
churches around the 
north of Coventry. This 
map published in 1808 
by R Phillips of London 
shows some of the 
places.  
 
Bedworth is the first to 
feature, with the family 
later moving to 
Foleshill, Corley and 
Stockingford, near 
Nuneaton.  
 
Bedworth is a small coal 
mining town about five 
miles north of the centre 
of Coventry and three 
miles south of Nuneaton. 
The silk industry of 
Coventry spread to 
Bedworth in the 
nineteenth century as a 
cottage industry, followed 
by the setting up of a 
number of small 
factories. Collycroft is 
within the parish. 
(www.bmsgh.org) 

A study by John 
Marsden suggests that 
the Marsden name is 
derived from the town 
of Marsden on the 
Lancashire / Yorkshire 
border, though no work 
appears to have been 
done on how it 
became so prevalent 
in the north 
Warwickshire area.  
 
There is a large cluster 
of Marsdens in the 
north Derbyshire area, 
I wonder if they are a 
link to the north.i 

Many of the men were 
coal minersii and 
probably some worked 
in the Charity pit and 
Griff colliery at 
Bedworth. There has 
been coal mining in 
this area since the 13th 
century, originally on a 
small scale but the 
canals and railways 
stimulated production 
from the beginning of 
the 19th century. The 
ladies commonly 
worked in the silk 
ribbon industry, the 
Coventry area being a 
major producer during 
the 18th and early 19th 
centuries.iii 

The earliest reference 
to the Marsdens in 
Warwickshire that I 
have found is in the 
records of the parish 
church of All Saints, 
Bedworth on 
24th November 1783 
when Solomon 
Marsden married 
Sarah Heir. Sarah’s 
family name is (in 
2015) a bit of an 
enigma; the record of 
her baptism at All 
Saint's Bedworth in 
April 1753 shows her 
parents as Thomas 
and Elizabeth HIRES, 
a name that appears 
unique in the area. 

The Warwickshire Marsdens 
up to the beginning of the 20th Century 
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However there are 
several HARRIS 
families in Bedworth at 
that time so it may be 
that the name was 
misheard by the Parish 
clerk when he filled in 
the record. Searches 
for HEIR in historical 
surname lists have 
drawn a blank, but 
there is a Martin Heir 
who plays football for 
Bedworth United so it 
is possible that the 
name stuck!  
 
In 1821 Solomon is 
referred to in the 

census of Bedworth, it 
shows that he was 
born in Bedworth, and 
was a ‘collier’iv, an 
occupation still alive in 
the 21st century. In the 
19th century it refers to 
a coal mine worker or 
coal barge worker. 
Either could apply, 
there are several 
collieries in the area, 
and the Coventry 
Canal passes nearby. 
Solomon and Sarah 
had four children 
between 1786 and 
1809; Mary, Benjamin, 
Sophia and Amy.  

Also listed in the 1821 
census is Joseph 
Marsden The census 
then was not much 
more than a dwelling 
count, with no details 
of the occupants of 
each house other than 
the name of the head 
of household and the 
number of residents, 
and crucially, no ages. 
Joseph is also a 
collier, and there were 
6 people in the 
household. So far I 
have been unable to 
establish his 
relationship to 
Solomon, it is possible 
that they were brothers 
but have no evidence 
to support this idea.  
 
One of Joseph’s direct 
descendants, Deryck 
Marsden, still lives in 
Bedworth and has 
provided some 
information for his side 
of the family tree. 
 
One of Solomon and 
Sarah's children was 
Benjamin, born at 
Bedworth in 1800, and 
there is a lot of 
information about him. 
The Bedworth parish 
church baptism 
register shows his 
baptism in October 
1802 and thanks to an 
entry in the family bible 
(held by family 
member Sheila Ward 
in Melbourne) we know 
that he died in 1883 at 
the age of 83.  
 
Benjamin married 
Rebecca Brown in 
January 1827.v 
Benjamin and 
Rebecca had five 
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children, one of which 
died in infancy. 
Rebecca appears in 
the 1851 census, but 
had died by 1857, as 
in that year Benjamin 
re-married, to 
Elizabeth Perkins.  
 
Benjamin and 
Elizabeth had no 
children, but she 
brought with her four 
children from her 
previous marriage. 
Two of these, William 
and Caroline Jane, 
died in their 20s, their 
burial being marked by 
a gravestone still 
standing in Corley 
churchyard.  
 
Benjamin had a variety 
of occupations. In 
1827 at the time of his 
marriage to Rebecca, 
when he was living in 
Foleshill near 
Coventry, he was a 
brick maker. By the 
census of 1861 the 
family was living at 
Corley and Benjamin 
was shown as a brick 
maker and grocer. 
Kelly's directory for 
Warwickshire confirms 
this until 1868. Then in 
the 1871 census he is 
shown as a 'green 
brick maker'. By 1880, 
in Kelly's and 1881 in 
the census he has 
given up brick making 
though his son, 
Solomon is living next 
door and is described 
as a brick maker. 
Benjamin died in 1883, 
and the next year 
Elizabeth is running 
the grocery shop vi 
 

Benjamin and 
Rebecca’s son 
Benjamin, born at 
Foleshill in April 1838, 
provides the next link 
in the chain.vii He 
married Hannah Kite in 
August 1862viii, and 
they had five children. 
Benjamin is a bit of an 
enigma and we know 
little about him, but his 
death certificate notes 
him as a ‘brick maker’.  
 
Hannah was born in 
1837 in Berkswell, and 
in 1871 she worked as 
a ‘trimming maker’.ix  
This was one of the 
most skilled jobs in the 
lace industry, so she 
must have been quite 
a craftswoman. 
Benjamin died at the 
early age of 40x in 
Corley leaving Hannah 
destitute and with five 
children to look after. 
In 1881 she was a 
letter messenger in 
Fillongley, and 
appears to have re-
married, to George 
Phillips in 1889xi. 
 

Benjamin and 
Hannah’s third child 
was David, born at 
Fillongley in 1870, and 
he takes the story on 
to the next generation. 
We have his birth 
certificate, and he is 
shown as one year old 
in the 1871 census. At 
this time Hannah was 
living in Berkswell with 
her father, David Kite. 
There is no entry in the 
census for Benjamin, 
he might have been 
working away from 
home.xii   
 
David first went to 
work on a farm, but did 
not enjoy it. An attempt 
in 1885 to work for the 
Midland Railway as a 
van boy at Birmingham 
was thwarted by 
deficient eyesight as a 
result of a childhood 
accident.xiii   
 
There is a gap 
between 1885 and 
1891, but he probably 
lived at Corley during 
this time, and worked 
as a labourer. 

This postcard shows part of Fillongley in 
1904, shortly after the family had moved on 
to Stockingford 
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David married Fanny 
Billingham on 22nd 
November 1891.xiv 
 
It is quite possible he 
met Mother through 
Uncle Jack (Mother’s 
brother) who was at 
that time living in 
Stockingford. Mother 
did tell me that before 
they married they used 
to attend functions at 
village halls in the 
Corley area and that 
Father was a very 
good dancer, often 
being called upon to 
demonstrate.xv 

Fanny was 23 at the 
time, having been born 
in Hellidon 
Northamptonshire, on 
21st April 1868. We 
know little about 
Fanny's early life 
though the census in 
April 1881xvi tells us 
that at the age of 12 
she was 'assisting at 
home'. The hidden 
message is that she 
was no longer at 
school. Girls at that 
time would finish their 
education by that age 
and commonly either 
help at home, 
especially if the mother 
was incapacitated, or 
go out to service, so as 
to bring some money 
into the family. At the 
time Fanny's father, 
John, was an 
agricultural labourer, 
very poorly paid and a 
common employment 
in rural districts. Work 
would have been 
intermittent and 
depending on the 
seasons and the 
weather. By April of 

1891 work had been 
found for Fanny, in 
service, as a 
laundress, to the Mills 
family in Sand Pit 
Lane, Keresleyxvii. At 
the west end of Sand 
Pit Lane there is a 
large Victorian house 
still, it is possible that 
this is where Fanny 
lived. It would indeed 
be interesting to know 
how she happened to 
be in Keresley, some 
20 miles away as the 
crow flies. 
It is probable that 
David and Fanny lived 
briefly in Corley, in 
Savages Lane, where 
David had lived with 
his brother in law and 
sister, William Harris 
and Rebeccaxviii but by 
the time their second 
child, Emily Alice, was 
born they were at 
Arbury Road, 
Stockingfordxix.  
David’s occupation is 
shown on Emily’s birth 
certificate as ‘brickyard 
foreman’, so 
presumably he had 
come up in the world.xx  
Emily was always 
known by the family as 

Alice. In the 1901 
census David’s 
occupation is shown 
as ‘brick burner’, or 
brick manufacturer and 
Bill Marsden in his 
memoirs refers to 
David working at 
Stanley’s Brickworks. 
David and Fanny's first 
five children were also 
born at Stockingford; 
Benjamin in 1892, 
Emily in 1893, Beatrice 
in 1894, Gertrude in 
1895 and George in 
1897. 
 
The photograph at the 
bottom of this page 
shows a ‘Group of 
workers outside 
Stanley’s Pit, 
Nuneaton 1890’.xxi  
The man at the far 
right has a similar face 
to David, could it be 
him?  Stanley Brothers 
manufactured a huge 
range of high quality 
brick and tile at their 
Stockingford works, 
located near where 
David and Fanny lived. 
The 'pit' referred to is 
most likely the clay pit 
nearby. The horse was 
possible one of those 
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used for shunting 
some of the large 
number of railway 
wagons that Stanley's 
ownedxxii. The site of 
Stanley’s brickyard is 
now a modern housing 
estate.xxiii 
1896 and 1897 
brought tragedy to the 
family. Beatrice died in 
1896 then in1897 in 
the space of nine 
weeks three more of 
their children died. 
First was the eldest, 
Benjamin aged 5, from 
pneumonia, then one 
of the daughters, 
Beatrice aged 3, also 
from pneumonia and 
lastly a baby boy, 
George, who was only 
four weeks old.xxiv  
 
In mother’s own words, 
she was in “such a state 
after the loss of the first 
two children, the baby 
never had a chance as 
she was overwrought 
and too ill to give it the 
attention it should have 
had”.xxv 

Eunice was born on 
10th June 1901. Her 
birth was registered in 
Nuneaton, suggesting 
that the family was still 
living at Stockingford.  
At about this time 
David, who used to 
have a drink with his 
workmates on payday, 
spent more money 
than normally and was 
one shilling (5p) short 
in the housekeeping 
money. As a result of 
this he vowed never to 
drink anything 
intoxicating again and 
remained a teetotaller 
for the rest of his life. It 

was shortly after this 
that the family moved 
to a small terraced 
house, 73 Canal Street 
South Wigston (picture 
above), possibly as a 
way of making a clean 
start. It must have 
been quite crowded by 
today’s standards with 
the four surviving 
children. The area is 
now swallowed up in 
the southern outskirts 
of Leicester but at the 
time was a separate 
village. Certainly David 
made a complete 
change of occupation, 
starting as an agent for 
the Prudential 
Assurance 
Company.xxvi This is 
the house at which 
William (Bill) Henry 
was born on 21st July 
1904. 

© David Marsden 
2014-28 

i. 1http://www.marsden-ons.co.uk/ 

ii. 1From census and parish 

records. 

iii. 1See The Bedworth Society 

notes later. 

iv. 1Index to 1821 census for 

Bedworth published by the 

Warwickshire Family History 

Society. 

v. 1The Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-day Saints has gathered 

genealogical records from all 

over the world. These records 

are available online at 

http://www.familysearch.org. 

vi. 1Kelly’s Directory 1868. 

vii. 1Birth certificate. 

viii. 1Corley parish church marriage 

records. 

ix. 11871 census. 

x. 1Death certificate. 

xi. 1The sources are confusing. 

Based on census records there is 

no doubt about the date of 

Benjamin’s death, and that by 

1891 she had married George 

Phillips. 

xii. 11871 census. 

xiii. 1Bill Marsden’s memoirs. 

xiv. 1Marriage certificate. 

xv. 1Bill Marsden’s memoirs 

xvi. 11881 census Hellidon RG11 Pc 

1558 Fo 65 Pg 5 

xvii. 11891 census Keresley RG12 

Pc2447 Fo 48 Pg 18 

xviii. 11891 census Corley RG12 

Pc2441 Fo 122 Pg 53 

xix. 1Birth certificate, Emily Alice. 

Nuneaton 1893/44 

xx. 1His occupation is given in 

Emily’s birth certificate. 

xxi. 1Libraries Heritage and Trading 

Standards, Warwickshire 

County Council Donor 

Reference: ‘Nuneaton Library, 

370, img: 3896  (3/3595)’ see 

http://www.search.windowsonw

arwickshire.org.uk/ 

xxii. 1A good source of information 

about Stanley's is at 

http://www.nuneatonhistory.co

m/brickyards-quarries--

collieries-extractive-

industries.html 

xxiii. 1See ‘Up the common’ later in 

these notes for more 

information on Stockingford. 

xxiv. 1From register information 

provided by FreeBMD. See 

http://freebmd.rootsweb.com 

xxv. 1Bill Marsden’s memoirs. 

xxvi. 
1
Bill Marsden’s memoirs and 

an entry in Kelly’s Directory 
for 1908. 

 

Found in the 
Registers 
 
While transcribing 

1754-1812 registers, 
we have come across 
occasional vicars 
making full notes about 
the 3d tax on 
ceremonies [1783-
1794].  Some very 
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accurately recorded 
full information on 
every entry as in 
Monks Kirby; others – 
such as Ansley – 
simply told us that 
those who paid tax 
were marked with an 
asterisk.  Naturally, we 
added that the 3d tax 
was paid (or not) to 
every line so that the 
final shuffle into 
surname order 
ensures meaningful 
information remains 
attached to each 
person:  well, family 
historians want to 
know if their forebears 
were considered 
paupers, or could shell 
out 3d tax: to simply 
show an asterisk 
would help nobody! 
 
One vicar of Ansley 
was most helpful in 
other ways!  At the end 
of several years he 
commented on the 
number of baptisms 
and burials.  This was 
helpful on difficult-to-

read sections – we 
could count each line 
to see if our entries 
tallied with his figures!  
Unfortunately other 
incumbents were 
messy register 
keepers and it takes 
some care to work out 
which date was 
baptism, birth, 
received…more so 
when they left off the 
year!  No wonder 
Rose’s Act brought in 
the “template” style 
registers in 1813. 
 
Several transcribers 
had a debate about a 
family in the Baxterley 
register – over time the 
different style of 
entering the details left 
us wondering if they 
were MARTIN, 
WILKINSON or he was 
WILKINSON and she 
was MARTIN.  On law 
of averages we had 
decided they were a 
couple called John 
Wilkinson & Mary 
MARTIN.  Some 

weeks later on 
transcribing the Ansley 
baptism register who 
should appear but 
John Wilkinson, son of 
Mary MARTIN – he 
went on to marry a 
Mary, too.  Isn’t it a 
good feeling when the 
story falls into place!   
 
For a change, we had 
a man named Terah – 
what a change to all 
the Johns, Williams…it 
is a biblical name 
[Google is wonderful!!]!  
And a mother shown 
as Cib. whom we 
believe could be a 
Cibella – again she 
stands out from the 
myriad of Marys, 
Elizabeths, etc.  What 
is the most unusual 
given name in your 
family tree? 
 

Transcription team 

 

It was at the Nuneaton 
Library NNWFHS Help 
Desk, engrossed in a 
surname frequently 
misindexed, when I 
overheard “Abraham 
LEES of Twycross…”.  
I pricked up the ears 
and enquired.  Why?  
Well, last year I had 
found the newly 
launched online 
Leicestershire parish 
registers invaluable in 
tracking one line of a 
friend’s family.  And I 

knew there was an 
Abraham LEES of 
Twycross, or 
thereabouts, in her 
tree.  In fact, the 
Abraham I was 
thinking of turned out 
to be father of the one 
named that day. 
 
“Abraham LEES of 
Twycross” marries 
Elizabeth DITCHFIELD 
Xmas Day 1843 at 
Shackerstone: both 
are of “full age”; their 

fathers are confirmed 
as Abraham and John 
respectively.  On the 
1851, 1861 & 1871 
census they are man 
and wife.  Probably 9 
children born, not all 
survive [parish 
registers of Norton 
juxta, Snarestone & 
Shackerstone].  By 
1871 he is 51 and she 
48 - they say!! On all 
censuses, Elizabeth 
gives her place of birth 
as being Elford, 

Overheard - earwagging as an aid to research ... 
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Staffordshire, where 
she was baptised in 
August 1827 of John & 
Ann. 
 
Unable to find another 
Abraham LEES born in 
Twycross within 5 
years or so of 1820...I 
decided there was 
likely only one.   What 
set my antennae all a-
quiver was in 1881 
when Abraham, now 
“58”, is living in 
Measham, still 
admitting he was born 
at Twycross with a 
"wife" who is 25; she is 
listed as Jane Bonser 
LEES born Ibstock.  
They have a one-year-
old daughter whose 
birth is registered as 
Alice Mary LEES with 
mother’s maiden name 
of BONSER, 
confirming that Bonser 
on 1881 census was 
not Jane’s middle 
name.  There is no 
marriage on any index 
for Abraham LEES to a 
Jane… 
 
Next hunt was for the 
death of Abraham’s 
wife, Elizabeth LEES, 
between 1871 and 
1881, but none fitted 
on place and age.... 
 

By 1881 Joseph 
BELCHER is now 
married to Emily 
LEES, one of the 
daughters of Abraham 
& Elizabeth-of-Elford, 
and they are at Tuttle 
Hill, Nuneaton.  Two 
pages further on in the 
census, also Tuttle Hill, 
is John TOOLEY 45, a 
brickie's labourer, 
birthplace “not 
known”...with a wife 
Elizabeth, aged 
53...born Elford 
Staffordshire; there is 
a 9-year old Jem 
LOAKES, grandson, 
with them.  Now 
Hannah LEES, another 
daughter of Abraham 
& Elizabeth-of-Elford 
had married Joseph 
LOAKES in 1865 at 
Shackerstone, and her 
father is confirmed as 
being “our” Abraham 
on the marriage entry.  
Jem may be correct, 
but he is Jim on his 
marriage…and on 
1891 census when he 
is 19 and living with 
wife and his parents, 
Joseph & Hannah.  
This strongly implies 
that Elizabeth 
TOOLEY is in fact 
Elizabeth nee 
DITCHFIELD who is 
still legally Mrs 
Abraham LEES!  

 
In 1891 the 
BELCHERs are in 
Nuneaton: Abraham is 
now living with them as 
lodger…72 and 
"single"! 
 
If it hadn’t been for 
“ear wagging”, the 
connection between 
the two lots of 
research would have 
remained unknown – 
and I would not have 
discovered that my 
friend’s gt gt uncle 
seems to have been 
up to hanky-panky with 
a lass younger than 
most of his “legitimate” 
children!! 
 
It really is good to 
“talk” in family history!! 
 

Help Desk Team 

Sources:  

Find My Past - 
Leicestershire Collection 
www.findmypast.co.uk/ 

The Genealogist – Census 
etc 
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/ 
FreeBMD 
www.freebmd.org.uk/ 
GRO enhanced birth & 
death indexes  
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content
/home.asp 
 
 

Sometimes when 
researching our family 
history we come 
across a brick wall and 
when we eventually 
break it down some 
surprises can be found 
behind it. This was the 
case with my great 

great uncle, Thomas 
Hancock.  He was the 
brother of my great 
grandmother, 
Elizabeth Hancock.  
Their parents were 
William Hancock and 
Mary Hackett.  Both 
parents came from 

Leicestershire, William 
was born in Earl 
Shilton and Mary in 
Thurlaston which is 
where they were 
married.  They 
continued to live in 
Thurlaston and 
Thomas was born 

Breakthroughs and surprises ... 

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
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there in 1838.  They 
must have crossed the 
A5 or Watling street as 
they would have 
known it shortly 
afterwards as 
Elizabeth was born in 
1840 in Attleborough.  
Three sisters followed, 
Hannah in 1843, Mary 
Ann in 1845 and Sarah 
in 1849. Elizabeth 
married Joseph Clay, 
my great grandfather 
in 1860.  They moved 
to Baddesley Ensor  
and then on to 
Baxterley as great 
grandfather worked at 
Baddesley pit.  They 
had nine children 
including my maternal 
grandfather, also 
called Joseph, in 1872. 

Researching Hannah 
and Sarah Hancock 
was fairly easy.  
Hannah died In 
September 1860 aged 
only 18 shortly after 
being a bridesmaid at 
my great 
grandmother’s 
wedding.  Sarah 
married George 
Beasley in 1872 in 
Attleborough which is 
where they remained 
for the rest of their 
lives. George had his 
own business as a 
hairdresser and basket 
maker and they had 
seven children.  
Through the society I 
met one of their great 
grandchildren, my third 
cousin, Neil Beasley. 

However, Thomas and 
Mary Ann were two 
brick walls.  Mary Ann 
has still to be found.  I 
found her on the 1861 

census when she was 
employed by a local 
farmer , Joseph 
Thompson as a nurse 
and she was 17 years 
old and still in 
Attleborough.  After 
that I can find nothing.  
She doesn’t seem to 
appear on any 
subsequent censuses 
even allowing for the 
misspelling of the 
surname as Ancock 
(as it was on the 1861 
census).  Neither can I 
find a marriage or a 
death for her. She 
remains a mystery. 

Eventually I had a 
breakthrough with 
Thomas.  I had found 
him on the 1861 
census working as a 
waggoner on a farm in 
Norton(Juxta 
Twycross), but had 
found nothing after 
that.  I decided to have 
another look at the 
1871 census. There 
were many results for 
Thomas Hancock but I 
was able to rule out 
most of them as the 
details did not fit.  
Then I found one for 
Thomas Hancott, all 
the details fitted apart 
from the surname.  He 
was now married with 
four children and still 
living in Norton.  I was 
sure this was my man.  
Spellings of surnames 
could be easily  
changed .  My 
ancestor was unlikely 
to have been able to 
read or write and the 
enumerator taking the 
census details would 
write down the 
surname as he heard it 

and sometimes got it 
slightly wrong.  With 
this information I was 
able to do more 
research.  I found from 
the freebmd marriage 
index that he had 
married Caroline Smith 
in the December 
quarter of 1862 and 
that he was married 
under the surname 
Hancott, so was it the 
vicar who got it wrong?  
However the surname 
came to be changed it 
remained with that 
spelling for the rest of 
his life.  All his children 
were registered with 
that surname.  He died 
in Norton in 1894. 

Then I turned my 
interest to his children, 
he had 10 in all. His 
eldest child was 
Harriet Emily and I 
found she married 
Andrew Wood from 
Baddesley Ensor.  This 
was a surprise 
because Andrew 
Wood was already in 
my family tree.  I am 
not directly descended 
from the Wood family 
but several relatives 
from my other lines in 
Baddesley Ensor had 
married into the Wood 
family. They went on to 
have 14 children.  
Andrew died in 1907 at 
the young age of 44.  
On the 1911 census 
Harriet was a widow 
with eight children still 
at home.  However she 
had her own source of 
income as she had a 
grocer’s shop in 
Bulwell in 
Nottinghamshire. 
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The next born was 
Henry Smith Hancott 
and I looked for him on 
the 1901 census. I 
found him living in 
Whitwick in 
Leicestershire.  
Henry’s occupation 
was a coal miner so 
presumably he was 
working at the local 
colliery.  He had a wife 
called Lucy and one 
daughter, aged eight.  
Also living with them 
was Henry’s younger 
brother Walter, who 
was also a coal miner. 

Thus on to the 1911 
census. Henry was 
now living in 
Shirebrook in 
Nottinghamshire and 
was still a coal miner.  
His wife’s name was 
Susannah and they 
had two young 
daughters.  They had 
been married for five 
years and had had five 
children although three 
had died.  What had 
happened to Lucy? 
She must have died, I 
thought, so I checked 
for a death for her 
between 1900 to 1905 
but found nothing. 
Walter was no longer 
with him so where was 
he?  I found him living 
in Nuneaton with a 
wife called Lucy – wait 
a minute- could this be 
the same Lucy who 
was Henry’s first wife? 
All the details agreed 
with it being the same 
person. It looked as 

though I had found, not 
one but two, bigamous 
marriages. Not wishing 
to jump to conclusions 
I checked for 
marriages, as they 
could just have been 
living as man and wife.  
I found a marriage for 
Henry who married 
Susannah Dawkins in 
the March quarter of 
1906 and it was 
registered in 
Nottingham. That was 
therefore definitely a 
bigamous marriage. As 
for Walter and Lucy 
they also married but 
not until the 
September quarter of 
1929 some 18 years 
later, so on the 1911 
census they were 
living together as man 
and wife. 

As often happens with 
family history this 
raises more questions 
than answers. Was 
Henry ever prosecuted 
for bigamy or did he 
get away with it? Did 
second wife Susannah 
know about Lucy, the 
first wife? I would 
guess not, at least not 
when they got married. 
Did any of his family 
know about it? His 
father had died in 1894 
and his mother had 
remarried and moved 
to Leicester with the 
younger children.  Did 
they keep in touch? 
Henry had moved to 
Nottinghamshire far 
enough away from the 

first marital home and 
his parents home for 
him not to be known, 
so perhaps he did get 
away with it. 

What of Walter and 
Lucy? Why did they 
choose to marry in 
1929? Henry was still 
alive, in fact he 
outlived Lucy.  His 
death is registered in 
the December quarter 
of 1952 aged 87 
whereas Lucy’s was 
registered in the March 
quarter of 1933 at the 
age of 59. Therefore 
Lucy’s marriage to 
Walter was also 
bigamous. Walter had 
moved to Nuneaton 
where he did have 
relatives nearby, his 
aunt Sarah Beasley 
lived in Attleborough 
and my great 
grandmother who was 
his aunt Elizabeth lived 
in Baddesley Ensor, 
just a few miles away 
from Nuneaton.  Then I 
checked the deaths of 
the aunts, great 
grandmother died in 
1923 and Aunt Sarah 
died on the 16th March 
1929. They must have 
waited until both aunts 
had died! 

I had broken down one 
of my brick walls and 
behind it I had found a 
change of surname 
and two bigamous 
marriages. 

Celia Parton 
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INDUCTION OF RECTORS AT BEDWORTH 

List found in Bedworth baptisms register by transcription team  
List made by Henry BELLAIRS: additions after his incumbency made in varying hands. 

 

 John SIMCOCK Read in 15 Mar 1662 Died 20 Sep 1663 

Nicholas CHAMBERLAINE Read in 8 Feb 1663 Buried at Church Wooten [Leek Wootton] 
19 July 1715 

Roger HUGHES Read in 25 Sep 1715 Buried 4 May 1737 

Francis WALWYN Ind. 6 Jul 1737 - 

Edward BADGER Ind. 11 Feb 1737/8 Buried 8 May 1756 

Richard MUDGE Ind. 28 Oct 1756 - 

William VYSE - “in marriages [register] 1772” 

John HOWLETTE, BA Ind. 17 May 1773 - 

Ditto “after resignation” Ind. 4 Oct 1777 Resigned 

The Hon. Daniel FINCH Ind. 29 Mar 1782 Resigned 

Gilbert BERESFORD Ind. 5 May 1803 Resigned 

George Dixwell GRIMES Ind. 11 Mar 1809 Resigned 

The Hon Edward FINCH ** Ind. 13 Apr 1816 Died 9 April 1830 at Ceylon 

Henry BELLAIRS # Ind. 13 Oct 1830 Resigned 

Edward James HOWMAN, M.A. Read himself in 26 Jun 
1864 

Resigned 1876 

Frederic R. EVANS, M.A. * 1876  

H. Brodie GOOD, M.A. 1926  

Frederick Nelson DIDSBURY, 
M.A., LTh., OCF 

Feb 1940 Died 13 May 1952 

William Colston MAGGS 17 Sep 1952  

 
** Believed to have spent much of his period as rector living in Mauritius and/or Ceylon. 
# Henry BELLAIRS was curate from c1818. 
* EVANS was nephew of Mary Ann EVANS aka George ELIOT. 

 

SOME INTERESTING BURIALS DETAILS FROM WARWICKSHIRE PARISH REGISTERS 
 
Ansley (Talk about having a hissy fit!) 
Thomas Power of Bentley, buried 26 Jun 1763. * Rec’d five shillings which I demanded as my 
fee (he being a non-parishioner) and I not complimented with a hatband and gloves which the 
bearer had! 
 
Another cracker! 
 1766.  Thomas Powers of Bentley in the parish of Shustoke aged 82 buried 10 Mar 1766. Rec’d 
six shillings and eightpence as my fee for breaking up the ground and one shilling as my fee for 
the funeral. 
  
Gave leave to ...... Pallitt to open a grave for a stillborn child of his daughter, being a spurious 
child. Rec’d my fee 1d on 15 Oct 
 
22 Aug 1798. Edward Palmer, accidently shot by his own son, a boy of about 8 years of age. 
 
2 Jan 1799. John Jordan, aged 2. Accidentally burnt to death.  [In the days of open fires and 
flammable clothes this was a common reason of accidental death in children.  Ed.] 
 
9 Jan 1806. Joseph Watson, aged 20, killed while loading timber. 
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No. Name Hometown 

2016-25 Janet Buist Huntingdon 

2016-26 Dianne Patterson Sheffield 

2016-27 Ms Catherine Kuszny Nuneaton 

2016-28 Mrs Lynda Phillips Tamworth 

2016-29 Mrs Pauline Green Hinckley 

2016-30 Ms Marian Bushby Rotherham 

2016-31 Ms Lynda Myshrall Nuneaton 

2016-32 Mr Christopher Moule Countesthorpe 

2016-33 Mrs Doreen Weldon Fenny Drayton 

2016-34 Mrs Helen Taylor Fenny Drayton 

2016-35 Mr Charlie Thomas Telford 

2016-36 Ms Diane Stanley Bradpole 

2016-37 Ms Janet Waugh Coventry 

2016-38 Mrs Sue Burnham Little Neston 

2016-39 Mr Stuart Burnham Little Neston 

2016-40 Ms Joanne Darling Bulkington 

 

No. Interest Name Parish/ Town County Time period 

2016-26 BROADHURST Hartshill WAR 1700 - 1800 
2016-26 BROADHURST Mancetter WAR 1700 - 1800 
2016-26 COOPER Atherstone WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-26 COOPER Glascote WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-26 COOPER Hartshill WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-26 COOPER Mancetter WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-26 COOPER Polesworth WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-26 COOPER Mancetter WAR 1840 - 1950 
2016-25 DAGLEY Ansley WAR 1730 - 1830 
2016-26 GRAINGER Amington WAR 1860 - 1915 
2016-25 HALE Ansley WAR 1800 - 1890 
2016-25 HALE Stockingford WAR 1800 - 1830 
2016-25 HARRIS Bedworth WAR 1800 - 1850 
2016-25 HARRIS Chilvers Coton WAR 1800 - 1850 
2016-25 KELSEY Nuneaton WAR 1730 - 1785 
2016-25 MARLOW Bedworth WAR 1800 - 1850 
2016-25 MARLOW Chilvers Coton WAR 1800 - 1850 
2016-25 MARLOW Fillongley WAR 1860 - 1880 
2016-25 MARLOW Hartshill WAR 1845 - 1855 
2016-25 MARLOW Nether Whitacre WAR 1865 - 1890 
2016-25 MASON Over Whitacre WAR 1810 - 1895 
2016-25 TOPP Ansley WAR 1730 - 1830 
2016-25 WILLIAMS Higham on the Hill LEI 1700 - 1800 

 

New members 
 
If you wish to contact 
a member please do 
so via email if 
available (see 
members only part of 
the NNWFHS 
website) or via the 
membership 
secretary Dr Carole 
Eales. 

New members' surname interests. 
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