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those of the individual authors and do not necessarily
represent the views of the editor or of NNWFHS.
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All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any
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recorded or otherwise without the prior written permission of
the Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society.

PRIVACY STATEMENT: NNWFHS is required
by law (GDPR act 2018) to ensure members
understand why their information is
recorded. Your personal data is used only
for the effective operation of the Society and
is not disclosed to outside parties. We
therefore ask you to clearly demonstrate on
your membership application or renewal
those parts of your personal information that
you are happy to have shared with other
NNWFHS members. NNWFHS removes your
data from lists once your subscription
remains unpaid for three months. As a
member you have the right to request copy
of your personal data, to have inaccuracies
corrected, or have data removed. Your
requests for such will be responded to within
one month. Giving your consent to contact
you enables committee members to send
you information related to the activities of
the society to give you full access to all the
benefits of membership
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The Editor's little box.
June already! Shortly after you receive this issue NNWFHS will be at The Family History
Show on 23rd June, 10:00 to 16:00, at York racecourse. This is one of the largest family
history shows in the UK and well worth a visit. Later in the year we will be at the Oxford
FHS Fair (6th October) and on 24th November at Cambridgeshire FHS Fair. This is a new
venture for us - why not come and join us!
It cannot have escaped your notice that the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR)
have just come into force. Everyone is affected in one way or another and you will find on
page7 of this issue details as to how the GDPR affects the relationship between the Society
and you the members.
As you may know NNWFHS run help desks in a number of local libraries. We need
volunteer to help out, particularly at Nuneaton. You do not need to be an expert: a basic
knowledge of how to find your way around online sources is all that is needed - further
training will be provided. If you would like to have a go contact Jacqui Simkins or Val
Pickard for further details.
The 1920 Electoral Registers for England & Wales are now on Find My Past, another useful
resource for researchers.
Finally, if you are a reader of Family Tree magazine you will have seen in the May edition a
two page spread on our WWI war memorials project. Congratulations to Celia Parton and
webmaster Ian Shuter for a magnificent job in bringing it all together and thanks to everyone
who contributed.
JAP
1
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The Secretary’s Scribbles
Greetings!
After a long, wet winter
and spring we suddenly
have summer in May.
Perhaps I ought to not
mention this as summer
might be frightened away!
But what a difference a
little sunshine makes to
everyday activities – but it
also makes you resist
spending sunny days
incarcerated in archives
chasing those precious
dead forebears. Many
archives now require you
to book in advance, and
for some you also have to
pre-order all documents:
do always check each
repository’s requirements
before turning up at their
door…try to pick a wet
day!!
At the request of FOLIO,
a charitable group
supporting the library in
Sutton Coldfield, we have
commenced a family
history help desk in the
town library: 1-3pm on
third Wednesdays. It is
popular and will be
reviewed after a few
months. The organisers
were a little surprised at
the variety of enquiries –
and it was good to prove
one’s “family myth” that
their surname had
changed: it had – the first
syllable had disappeared
in late Victorian times –
and that bulldozed their
brick wall on that line!
We never know what
queries will be presented.
We have had our first
excursion of the season

to a local family history
fair: Chesterfield &
District FHS Fair had
been booked long before
“others named the day”.
On 19th May we were
busy while many were
glued to their TVs
watching Prince Harry
marry Meghan [we made
full use of “catch up” TV
that evening…!]. Many a
family historian has
commented “how did they
meet” when birthplaces
far apart are discovered
for a couple in their tree.
Travel now is much
easier, but it is amazing
just how far some
forebears travelled. Of
course, some was
courtesy of serving in the
army, but just how some
got around within these
islands requires careful
examination of
contemporary sources
especially maps. Hiring
Fair? Canal? Railway?
Coaching route? Or was
it the grapevine between
estates which saw those
employed in the “big
house” or as
gamekeepers and other
estate roles hearing of
opportunities on other
estates and making a
move? Some estates
have records about their
staff – and some are
available in archives,
though not always the
archive you expect.
While on the topic of fairs:
there are two new twoday events announced for
next year. One is at
Alexandra Palace [yes,
Ally Pally] and the other
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at the NEC. As and when
full details are known, our
events team will examine
the overall costs – and
travel/accommodation
implications – and decide
what might be relevant to
attend. For the rest of
this year we have
Shropshire (shortly before
you receive this Journal),
followed by the Family
History Show York on
23rd June. And in the
autumn we visit Oxford
FHS Fair on 6th October.
We may slot in others
depending on what is
relevant and manageable
– it is important that we
get out and about so
further flung members
can visit to meet us, but
also to be seen by family
historians researching
forebears in north
Warwickshire. At
Chesterfield we were
delighted to meet several
members, and talk to
people researching
forebears on this patch.
If you can get to the York
or Oxford events, do
please visit our table and
talk to our team!
There has been much
talk of late about data
protection – GDPR.
Some are sick of hearing
about it and the polite
phrases involve nuts and
sledge hammers! But it
has to be done to meet
the new legal
requirements.
Membership officer
Shirley has worked hard
and there is information in
this Journal: do please
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complete your form and
return it.
NNWFHS’s programme
secretary, Colin, is
working on the 2019
programme which should
be confirmed for the start
of the new subscription
year. Yes, it is
subscription renewal time
and we very much hope
you will be able to

continue your support to
the Society for the next
year. Your support is
greatly appreciated.
Happy ancestor hunting!
Jacqui

http://foliosuttoncoldfield.
org.uk/
York Family History
Show:
https://thefamilyhistorysh
ow.com/york/
Oxford FHS Fair:
http://news.ofhs.org.uk/fai
r/

More information:
FOLIO / F.H.Help Desk at
Sutton Coldfield library:

Demolishing brick walls
I’ve just received my
quarterly copy of the
NNWFHS magazine,
coinciding nicely with
some very rewarding
results following some
recent research into my
family tree.
My efforts to find the
antecedents of my great
grandfather took me over
40 years, but it’s finally
done! Numerous
members of the Olsson
clan spent years looking
for Augustus Olsson’s
parents to no avail. His
life was recorded and
evident in detail from the
time he married my great
grandmother but
nothing, nothing availed
our search for his life
before he landed in
England from Sweden. I
send this story only
because I was born in
Nuneaton and though
successfully researched
my mother’s family, my
father’s family beyond
Augustus was a mystery.
Augustus was born in
Sweden in March 1855
and when he came to
England met and married

Eleanor Sendall, an
English girl. Thereafter
his life was tracked
through the birth,
marriage and death
certificates of his children,
census records,
photographs, books,
memories and
certificates. He lived a
rich and rewarding life,
dying in Alrewas in 1910.
So, how to find Augustus
and his parents? There
were no records online
that anyone could access
as no-one speaks
Swedish! None of the
websites could offer
information that was a
convincing match for ‘our’
Augustus. The family
spread to America and
Australia but still no joy in
locating the wretch!
Then a distant relative
sent me the records she
had and having looked at
them and found nothing
new in the quest for
Augustus, I left them on
the sitting room table
prior to returning them. I
decided (and I don’t know
what impelled me) to ask
a genealogical society in
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Sweden if they could do a
bit of research. Well yes,
they could and would
charge 800 Swedish
kroner an hour. This was
about £26 and a bargain I
thought. Having emailed
them with all the
information I had they
emailed back within two
days and said they’d
found him!! Wow! Having
paid the society (Swedish
Genealogical Society) the
equivalent of about £80
they sent me details of
Augustus parents and
their parents too. Again,
Wow!
So, Anders Olsson (born
1775) married Signe
Knutsdotter (born 1775)
and (among others) had a
son whom they named
Ola (born 7.11.1819). He
married Matilda Enander
(born 1821) and the
couple had nine children
of whom Augustus (born
1.3.1855) was the fifth
child and fourth son. The
firm also sent further
details including a
photograph of a page in a
record book describing
Ola’s estate in which ‘our’
Augustus is definitively
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linked to him. Not only
that but they included
details of Matilda’s
ancestry!

local environs, but being
a member of the
N.N.W.F.H.S. I write to
other members to
reiterate that those brick
walls can come tumbling
down eventually! Just
persist!

This part of my family
history is nothing to do
with Nuneaton or the

Best wishes from
Denise Olsson-Hildick

Caldecote & Weddington Registers
While it has to be said
that these two places
were relatively “quiet” for
activity in their registers, it
has long been held that
there was some degree
of coming and going
between the two
churches. Weddington
has missing registers,
and the Bishop’s
Transcripts 1679-1682
are included with
Caldecote. Caldecote
registers are lost prior to

1725, although there are
some extant BTs for the
period. But would you
look over the county
border…
In the Caldcote baptism
register is a note at foot
of a page:
The church was closed
on 22nd June 1857 for
repairs and restoration
and re-opened on
16th April 1858. Baptisms

were performed at
Drayton.
Are you missing a
baptism in the intervening
period? Look at Fenny
Drayton registers! These
are Leicestershire,
diocese of Leicester, and
can be found on Find My
Past. There are entries
for Caldecote residents.
Transcription team

Interesting Snippets from the Parish Registers - Bulkington Parish Register of
Baptisms – 1850-1874
While recently using the
Bulkington registers, I
came across the
following. Hope they are
of interest!
In consequence of the
distress among the ribbon
weavers now prevailing
for the third year, the
following persons left
Bulkington for Canada on
1 April 1863.
Francis WAGSTAFF and
Lydia his wife, with
James, Mary and Sarah,
their children.
William WAGSTAFF and
Elizabeth his wife with
William, Eliza, Selina,
Samuel and Sarah, their
children.

Riley SHERIFF and Mary
his wife with Anne,
James, John and Mary
Elizabeth, their children.
John RANDLE and
Hannah his wife with
Thomas, David, Arthur,
Joseph, George, Ann and
Emma, their children.
Joseph ARNETT and
Elizabeth his wife with
Thomas, Henry, Joseph,
Hannah and Sarah Anne,
their children.
Hannah DIGBY with
Thomas, her son.
Signed: Robert POTTER,
Vicar.
John TEBBITT and
Hannah his wife left for
Queensland 4th April
1863.
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Signed: Robert POTTER,
Vicar.
The following persons left
Bulkington for Canada 20
May 1863.
Anne CADMAN, widow.
John CADINER[sic] and
Lucy his wife with Emma,
William, Sarah and
Joseph their children.
William HARRIS and
Sarah his wife with their
children Mary Anne and
Joseph, .......also...
ALSO...
Abel PARNEL was born
whilst Thomas PARNELL
was with his regiment in
India and elsewhere and
is reputed not the son of
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Thomas PARNELL. (bap
26 Jun 1859).
Signed: Robert POTTER,
Vicar.
On Thursday 15 Aug
1861, six families
comprising 27 members
left for Quebec, Canada
in consequence of
continued depression of

the ribbon trade. They
were:
Thomas RANDLE senior
Thomas RANDLE junior
Jonathan RANDLE
William ADLER
John WILES
Samuel BARRATT
They all had families with
them.

Signed: Robert POTTER,
Vicar.
At the same time, 83
houses were vacant in
the parish.
Signed: Robert POTTER,
Vicar.
transcription team

A note on the Monks Kirby parish register
I have recently been
researching family
members whose names
are recorded in the
Monks Kirby register.
Most readers will now be
aware that reproductions
of the original pages of
some Warwickshire
parish registers are now
available on
ancestry.com . This has
many advantages for the
family historian. The use
of modern photographic
methods ensures the
images are very clear.
They can be increased in
size on a computer and it
is convenient to be able
to work at home on the
images. Above all the
database is searchable,
which saves a great deal
of time when looking for a
particular family member.
It seems likely that, as
parish registers
increasingly appear on
the internet, the days of
peering at blurry images
on micro film or
microfiche at far distant
record offices may soon
be over.
The earliest register for
Monks Kirby that is
available covers the
years 1649 to 1677. This

volume was started by
the incumbent Richard
Martin who during these
Commonwealth years of
Oliver Cromwell, referred
to himself as “the
minister”.
Although there are earlier
entries (that had been
copied in) he seems to
have started in earnest in
November 1653 and it is
clearly a labour of love.
He was something of a
calligrapher and all his
entries are beautifully and
clearly inscribed. He often
adds additional
information which is so
useful to the researcher.
He includes the following
verse : –
If any one desire to looke;
And know the subject of
this booke,
Here find who borne, and
who baptized,
Next honor’d Marriage,
so high prized
And see who buried were
in grownd,
All which within this
booke is found.
The day, the moneth, and
eke the yeare,
Yow have it all recorded
here.

5

This booke was made for
Mounkes Kerbie
In Sixteeen hundred fiftie
three
And (as I very well
remember)
Begin the eighth day of
November.
One churchwarden
Edward Johnson.
Another, William
Boddington.
By Richard Martin
minister,
Sworne and appointed
Register.
Wherein their names
enrol’d may be
In booke of life eternallie.
Richard starts each
section with a quote from
the bible. “But rather
rejoyce because your
names are written in
Heaven” for the baptisms.
“Marriage is honorable in
all, and the bed undefiled.
But whoremongers and
adulterers God will
judge.” for the marriages.
Finally he quotes “For if
we believe that Jesus
died and rose againe:
even so them also which
sleepe in Jesus, will God
bring with him.” for the
burial section.

In 1659 Richard Martin
sadly notes in the
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burials “Anne the wife
of Richard Martin
minister of this parish
was buried the 27th day
of November having
bene married to her
husband 50 years and
11 days”. His final entry

in the register was
made in December
1660. Unfortunately his
successor was less
enthusiastic about the
record. His entries are
bland, in Latin, and not
so neatly written. He

records on ? 1661
“Richardus Martin
cleric, sepult fuit
vitesimo nono die sept
1661.”
David Spencer 2007-35

WHILING AWAY THE HOURS
At a help desk, in the
limited time available, a
marriage just was not
shaking out of FreeBMD
nor the GRO indexes on
such as Find My Past. A
1919 birth certificate
strongly suggested the
couple had been married,
but could anyone find
it…NO! The groom was
John James WHILE. His
wife died in the 1920s,
her age suggested she
was born about 1882.
The problem was taken
home. Using FreeBMD a
search was done of the
greater Birmingham area
[on FreeBMD you can
select Warwickshire,
Worcestershire and
Staffordshire together],
expecting the marriage to
be somewhere
reasonably close and
between 1900 & 1919.
Initially it was full names,

then surnames minus first
names that were used,
then frustration set in and
so we looked for the
groom only; then the wife
only…and one option
looked familiar…except
he was WHITE, but that
‘John James’ combination
caught the eye. The
image of the original
GRO index page listed
him as WHITE.
Fingers crossed that it
was a church
wedding…and luckily it
was found on Ancestry in
the Birmingham
collection. To us, the
name and signatures
looked like WHILE,
especially when
compared with the t in
other words.

Elizabeth had been found
on the census!!
The original GRO
indexing had converted
the surname WHILE to
WHITE so no matter what
you put into any search
engine, WHITE is not a
soundex option for
WHILE. Seems the GRO
clerks, on whom we rely
for accuracy, were not too
careful in 1917!
So if you believe
something should be
there, keep plugging
away with some
persistent and lateral
thinking…and work
backwards step-by-step.

Help desk team

Seeing the marriage in
the register also
confirmed that the wrong

Did You know that...…the Women's National Memorial in York Minster commemorates women of
the British Empire killed in the First World War and is marked by the The Five Sisters Window. The
names of the 1,400 women commemorated are inscribed on oak screens on the north side of the St
Nicholas’s Chapel. This memorial carries by far the greatest number of names of any in the Minster,
including that of Edith Cavell, the British nurse shot by a German firing squad in 1915 for helping 200
Allied soldiers escape from German-occupied Belgium, and fourteen Canadian nurses who were
drowned when the hospital ship Llandovery Castle was sunk by enemy action in June 1818. The
window itself was re-dedicated after the Second World War to include female victims of that conflict
too, but the names were not added.
From IHGS newsletter

6
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IMPORTANT - YOU MUST READ THIS
GDPR: the new data protection law that comes into effect on 25th May 2018.
GDPR stands for the
General Data Protection
Regulation. This new
legislation supersedes
the Data Protection Act
1998. We are told that it
is intended to bring data
protection legislation into
line with new, previously
unforeseen ways that
data can now be used.
Specifically it gives
people more say over
what companies and
organisations in general
can do with their data.
Most of you will already
have been contacted by
organisations you belong
to or have dealings with
in relation to this new law.
In the email sent out to all
members giving details of
the May meeting
reference was made to
this legislation and a form
of words was given for
those who wished to
continue receiving these
emails to give their
consent. I must take this
opportunity to thank all
the members who replied
to my email giving
consent for contact in this
way. The purpose of
these emails is to keep
our membership informed
about the meetings,
events and matters of
interest to family
historians, bearing in
mind that we are a
nation-wide and
worldwide organisation.
Many of our members
cannot attend meetings
for various reasons and

the regular emails
hopefully provide an
inclusive approach for all.
Your privacy is very
important to us and as a
Society we communicate
with our members in a
way which has their
consent and which is in
line with UK law on data
protection. It is now a
legal requirement that we
must gain your consent in
order to contact you and
we must be transparent
about why we are
contacting you.
When you join the
Society the data you
provide on the
membership form (paper
or online) is stored
securely, password
protected and not shared
with or sold to any other
organisation. The Society
stores the data you
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provide in order to send
you the Journal and other
membership
documentation and
information. If you do not
renew your membership
your data is all deleted.
No membership records
from the past are kept.
On the membership form
there is a place to
indicate whether you wish
your name, address,
phone number or email to
be shared with other
members for the purpose
of contact for research.
Your wishes in this matter
are stored securely and
strictly adhered to. This
choice related to consent
for the sharing of your
data remains the same.
The additional consent
required by the new
GDPR legislation is
needed to allow a
committee member to
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contact you in relation to
the business and
functioning of the Society.
This law applies to all
other organisations. To
give an example: The
Church of England.
At a the end of a Church
service the Vicar
explained GDPR to the
congregation, stating that

even though people had
filled in their data on the
form for inclusion in the
Electoral Roll, the Church
could not phone, email or
write to them unless they
complete, sign and hand
in the Diocese consent
form provided.

All members have my
consent to contact me
on Society business.
Shirley Beaumont
Membership Secretary

I hope this explanation is
helpful.

Buyer Beware
A recent visitor to a help
desk was new to family
history. She had been
into a regional Registrar’s
Office with a list of copy
certificates she wished to
buy. The counter
assistant had called the
first indexed one up on
the screen and asked the
lady to check it was the
correct item, yes. “That’s
£40 please”. Being new
to family history the lady
did not know what options
there were, paid her £40
and left, unable to afford,
at £40 each, the other
items on her list. She
went home, mulled it over
and came to the help
desk.
Before travelling to any
registrar’s office:
a) Check online or
by phone for their
terms of business:
they vary from
area to area.
b) Ensure that by
calling in person
you will not pay
more than by
ordering online or
by post (other
than the cost of
postage).

And remember…
1. Birth and death
copy certificates
are available from
GRO
2. (see below) and
historical ones are
still available for
download at £6
[births pre-1917;
deaths pre-1957].
Order by post and
they are £9.25.
3. Marriage copy
certificates can
also be ordered –
but they will not
contain examples
of signatures if
ordered from
GRO. £9.25.
4. Marriages in
Church of
England
establishments –
and some others
– can be found on
major online
providers for quite
a number of
county areas.
These are scans
from the church
registers and
therefore show
actual signatures.
Look on
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subscription sites
Find My Past,
Ancestry and The
Genealogist in
their online
catalogues for the
county you need.
5. Marriages not
available as scans
online, and
particularly civil
marriages, can be
ordered from the
registration office
covering the area
where the
marriage took
place: you should
not need to pay
more than £10 +
postage! Do ask
for a scan of the
original so you
can see their
signatures.
Our local registrar’s office
charges more for “there
and then”, but you can
place an order in person
at £10 a copy certificate
plus the postage: the
turnaround is about a
week.
There are always higher
fees for express
production, but that is not
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a service needed by
family historians – so
don’t get caught out.
Help Desk Team
Useful websites:
FreeBMD:
www.freebmd.org.uk/
Extensive search options.
This gives you the GRO
reference number for each
item.
UKBMD:
www.ukbmd.org.uk/ For
those areas included, it

names churches for
marriages or confirms if they
were civil.
GRO ordering website:
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
certificates/default.asp
Find My Past:
www.findmypast.co.uk/
Ancestry:
www.ancestry.co.uk/
The Genealogist:
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/

Really Useful Leaflet
2018

There is a “Really Useful
Leaflet” produced by the
Federation of Family
History Societies each
year. It contains lists of
useful websites, contact
details for FHS, and
articles. NNWFHS often
has copies available –
you can also download a
copy
www.ffhs.org.uk/tips/guid
es.php Well worth
browsing!

8th May Speaker meeting - Boyhood Memories of the Occupation of Jersey
presented by Arthur le Grand.
Arthur gave a very
interesting talk, providing
insight into the
occupation and its impact
on the islanders. Arthur
explained that he was 4
years old when the
German forces arrived
and he described the
frightening experience
when officers knocked at
the door of his home.
They were asking
directions and trying to be
friendly but they did not
speak English or French,
only German. The
occupation of Jersey had
a massive and negative
impact on the island’s
population. ID cards were
issued to islanders,
written in German. A
curfew was imposed
between 10pm and 6am.
Food became scarce and
the German soldiers
consumed a considerable
amount of what was
produced. Farmers had to
register their pigs
because the Germans
realised there was a
“black market” in pork.
Not all were registered,

some being hidden.
Farms were searched
and Arthur recounted the
story of a whole pig
carcass being put on a
bed, covered with a white
sheet and surrounded by
candles and a Bible. This
fooled the German
soldiers into thinking it
was a deceased person
and the left the bedroom
rapidly. Arthur
recommended a book
called “A Doctor’s
Occupation” by Dr Lewis,
the local Doctor at that
time. Residents had to be
creative with the food
they could access, to the
lengths of going down to
the beach to collect
limpets for making limpet
stew. One farmer brewed
cider and the Germans
wanted some. He made
them a special brew that
was watered down. Fuel
was scarce and islanders
mixed cinders with tar
from the town gas works
to heat homes. This
produced lots of work for
the chimney sweep.
People who tried to
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escape from the island
were shot. Russian
prisoners of war were
brought to the island to
work. An islander was
shot for helping a
prisoner of war. Arthur
illustrated this fascinating
talk with photographs of
the locations, maps and
documents he described.
9th May was the 73rd
anniversary of the
liberation of the
Channel Islands.
Shirley Beaumont

Jersey
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The Albert Medal and some local recipients.
The Albert Medal was
first introduced on March
7 1866 and named after
Queen Victoria's late
husband, Prince Albert,
who had died in 1861. A
warrant issued in 1867
created 2 classes of the
Albert Medal, 1st and 2nd
class. The first class
medal was made of gold
and the second class of
bronze. Both were
enamelled in blue with a
blue and white striped
ribbon. It was a civilian
award and first awarded
for bravery in saving life
at sea but this was
extended in 1877 to
include the saving of life
on land. These medals
were of the same design
but were enamelled in red
and had a red and white
striped ribbon. It was
replaced by the George
Cross in 1949.
The first recipient of the
medal was Samuel
Popplestone, a tenant
farmer, who on 23 March
1866 helped to rescue
four men after the cargo
ship Spirit of the
Ocean lost its battle with
force eleven gales and
was torn apart as it was
swept onto the
notorious Start Point
rocks in Devon.
Witnessing the accident,
Popplestone paused only
to raise the alarm before
setting off alone for the
wreck, armed with just a
small coil of rope. He
clambered out onto the
rocks and although swept
off several times, he
eventually managed to lift

four men out of the water
and drag them up the cliff
to safety. As the story of
Popplestone's bravery
became known through
the press, he was hailed
as a hero and as a result
of his heroism he became
the first recipient of the
brand new award for
civilian gallantry.
The first Albert Medals for
saving life on land
followed the Tynewydd
Colliery disaster in South
Wales. It happened on
the 11th April 1877 when
the colliery became
flooded trapping 14
miners. Heroic efforts
eventually rescued 9 of
the miners, the final five
being recovered on the
20th April. It was due to
these heroic efforts that it
was decided to extend
the award of the Albert
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Medal to include saving
life on land.
Four first class medals
and twenty one second
class medals were
awarded.
I was still a young girl
when my mother first
showed me the Albert
Medal won by her
grandfather, Charles Day.
It was awarded for
helping to save life
following the Baddesley
Pit Explosion of 1882.
This was a big part of my
family history as not only
did my great grandfather
win his medal but his
three eldest sons all died
from burns received
following the explosion,
as did my mother’s other
grandfather, Joseph Clay.
I did a lot of research into
this disaster and
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eventually wrote a book
about it in 2009.
The Baddesley colliery
disaster,which caused the
death of 23 miners,
began when an
underground fire was
discovered on the 1st
May. The mine filled with
thick, black, dense smoke
trapping 9 miners working
in a deep part of the
mine. The alarm was
raised and teams of
rescue parties worked
through the night to get to
the trapped men. At
about 8 o’clock the next
morning an explosion
occurred causing burns
and other injuries to most
of the rescuers. Most of
them managed with help
to get back to the pit top
but three remained
underground including
the owner of the mine,
William Dugdale. More
men , including my great
grandfather volunteered
to go down again to
rescue these three men.
For these efforts ten
medals were awarded to
the following:
1st ClassReuben Smallman, Arthur
Henry Stokes, Charles
Day, Charles Chetwynd,
2nd ClassSamuel Spruce, Thomas
Mottram, Frederick
Marsh, William Morris,
William Pickering and
Joseph Chetwynd.
There was a special
ceremony at the Corn
Exchange in nearby
Atherstone on the19th
February 1883 when the
medals were presented
by Lord Leigh, Lord

Charles Day wearing his Albert Medal and
the inscription on the reverse of the medal.
11
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Lieutenant of the county
of Warwick. Lord Leigh
began with a speech
which included a
statement from the Home
Office giving the reasons
why the medals were
awarded. The part
referring to my great
grandfather is below.
CHARLES DAY, collier,
Baddesley, was
employed as a deputy at
the Colliery. Having been
on duty from 2 p.m. on
Monday, the 1st of May,
he was at the pit bottom
about 10 o'clock that
night, when his son,
Joseph Day, also a
deputy, on descending
the upcast shaft to relieve
his father, discovered the
smoke. Charles Day then
ascended the shaft
through the smoke and
noxious gases, which
nearly overpowered him,
and after sending word to
the manager, returned
into the mine by the
downcast shaft. He and
his son then endeavoured
to creep under the smoke
over the "brow" of the
engine plane, but found it
impossible to do so
without help. He
afterwards took part in all
the attempts made to
rescue the nine
imprisoned; but having
been sent by Mr
Smallman to perform
some duty out of engine
plane at the time of the
explosion, he fortunately
escaped without any
severe burns, although
badly shaken.
Notwithstanding the many
hours he had been on
duty, and the shock to his
system caused by the

explosion, he was one of
the party of six which first
after the accident
descended the mine and
rescued Mr Dugdale, and
again made one of the
second party, which
rescued John Collins. He
volunteered also for the
third party, but, owing to
his exhausted state, was
not allowed to go down
again. His unflinching
bravery and endurance
was marvellous; and he
refused to leave his post
until carried away by
order of Mr Stokes. He
had three sons fatally
injured by the explosion,
of whom the eldest,
Joseph Day, displayed,
whilst enveloped in flame,
acts of bravery and selfdevotion of the very
highest character. These
acts of conspicuous
bravery have won for him
the esteem of all, and Her
Most gracious Majesty
the Queen has been
pleased to confer upon
him this distinguished
token of her favour, "The
Albert Medal of the First
Class".
The medal is still in the
family.
By the time the medals
had been presented,
Baddesley Colliery had
re-opened and the miners
had returned to work, life
went on. However there
were differing fortunes for
four of the medallists, two
went on to have a
successful career in coal
mining and two other’s
lives ended tragically.
Thomas Mottram started
his career in mining
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Sir Thomas Mottram
engineering as an articled
pupil of Samuel Spruce
and later became his
assistant. It was as Mr
Spruce’s assistant that he
arrived at Baddesley Pit
and helped to rescue Mr
Dugdale after the
explosion. After that he
went on to have a long
and illustrious career in
coal mining. For some
years he was manager of
coalmines in the North
Staffs and Bristol areas.
In 1889 he was appointed
Assistant Inspector of
Mines and held this post
in various districts. In
1920 he was promoted to
Chief Inspector of Mines,
a post he held until 1924.
After that he served on
several committees and
was Commissioner for
holding special enquiries
into cause and
circumstances of mine
disasters. He received
the C.B.E. for special war
services in 1918 and was
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knighted in 1924. He
died in 1938.
William Pickering
returned to work at
Baddesley and by the
1891 census had become
a deputy. He then
undertook a three year
course of study at the
Warwickshire School of
Mining, where he was
very successful. At the
prize giving ceremony in
1894 he won the top prize
in the Honours
examination which came
at the end of the course.
His prize was a book to
the value of £3. By 1901
had become a colliery
under manager at The
Tame Valley Colliery at
Wilnecote. He held this
position for 28 years until
his death in 1921 aged
69. He also took an active
part in the local
community. He was a
member of the Parish
Council and Burial Board.
He was also a School
Manager and one of the
Overseers of the poor.
Also a member of the
local Congregational
church he was a preacher
and Sunday school
teacher.
Charles Chetwynd also
returned to work at
Baddesley Colliery. He
was at work on the 8th
December 1913 carrying
out his normal duties
together with two other
men when there was a
sudden roof fall.
Chetwynd and one of the
other men named
Baldwin were covered in
the fallen coal. Baldwin
called out and the third
man named Green

rushed back to find
them, Baldwin was
covered in coal and only
a few feet away the only
part of Chetwynd which
could be seen was a
portion of his back.
Green immediately
called for assistance. At
the inquest Dr Power
gave evidence as to the
cause of death.
Chetwynd had eight
fractured ribs down the
left side and he died
from asphyxia due to
the pressure on the
heart and lungs
produced by the weight
of coal which had fallen
from the roof. No reason
was found for the roof fall
and the jury returned a
verdict of “Accidental
Death”. Chetwynd was 59
years of age and was
buried in Baddesley
churchyard.
Joseph Chetwynd was a
coal miner all his life and
returned to work at
Baddesley pit after it reopened. However as he
got older he found he was
no longer physically able
to do the heavy manual
work required of a miner
and therefore had to
retire. In those days there
was no retirement
pension and so he
became dependent on his
children and any odd jobs
he could find. He went to
live with one of his
daughters but it wasn’t a
happy relationship. On a
day in February 1904 he
was so unhappy that he
decided to take his own
life. He walked past the
church to Hill Top which
is where the old
Baddesley village was
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located. There, there
was an old clay pit where
another Baddesley man
had drowned himself a
few years before. The
following evening PC
Phillips, the local
constable, received
information that a man’s
coat had been found in a
field at Hill Top near the
site of the old clay pit. A
search was made and
after about three hours
Chetwynd’s body was
pulled from the pit. The
water in that part of the
pit was about 10 feet
deep. At the inquest the
cause of death was given
as asphyxia caused by
drowning and the jury
returned a verdict of
“Suicide during temporary
insanity”. He was 72
years of age. A sad end
for a former hero of the
Baddesley Pit explosion.

Celia Parton
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BOOK REVIEW
Tracing Your Georgian
Ancestors 1714-1837 - A
guide for family
historians
Author: John Wintrip
Publisher: Pen and
Sword, ISBN:
1526704226, 22 pages,
Price: £14.99, paperback
The author has written a
very interesting work of
reference for the family
historian who wishes to
extend their research into
the period before civil
registration and the
recording of the census.
The Introduction gives an
overview of the diverse
range of historical records
from this period, and
emphasises the
importance of the social
and political history of the
time in putting these
records into context. The
author also explains that the
book has just a small
number of illustrations as
many of the documents of
that time are very large and
do not lend themselves to
the production of suitable
clear copies.
The chapters are arranged
in a logical order with the
information structured in a
manner that makes it easy
for the reader to locate the
topic required to inform their
research. The author
explains that a full
description of all the types of
record from this period could
not be included in one book
of this size. However the
text does contain numerous
references for further
reading within each chapter.
There is an excellent
Bibliography (six and a half
pages long) and a helpful
Glossary of terms used in
the text.
This book covers topics
including: government,
taxation, tithes, parish
records, education and

employment,
apprenticeships, war and
peace, land and property,
law and order, religious
dissent, poverty and social
status. Advice is given on
the value of using
documents from different
sources in conjunction with
each other to verify
information about an
ancestor. This technique
can often provide the
researcher with extra detail
about the life of their
ancestor, putting “flesh on
the bones”. The
organisation and structure of
the Church of England,
Catholic and Non-conformist
churches are clearly
explained to assist the
family historian in the
location of their records.
Documents produced in this
era are sometimes difficult
to read as some are written
in Latin and the formation of
certain letters was different.
The author gives advice on
reading this type of
document using an
illustration and giving
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references to further
reading. Interesting
descriptions of aspects
of social history are
included in each
chapter. This paints a
picture of the Georgian
era being a time when
there was very limited
social mobility and the
majority of the
population had little
access to education.
The range of taxes
imposed during this
time is explained giving
interesting examples.
In 1795 a stamp duty
was put on hair
powder. This would
have only affected the
wealthy members of
the population who
wore elaborate wigs.
Some details of these
payments have
survived in the records
of the Quarter
Sessions kept at Local
Archives. The author gives
guidance on where to look
for records of the taxes paid
by our ancestors.
In 1752 the calendar was
changed from the Julian to
the Gregorian. To achieve
this 11 days were removed
from that year: Wednesday
nd
2 September was followed
th
by Thursday 14
September. The changing of
the first day of the year from
th
st
25 March (Lady Day) to 1
January was also
implemented. This book
contains a useful
explanation of these
changes and how they
should be taken into
account by the researcher,
particularly in the use of
parish records.
In summary, this book gives
a very useful overview of the
range of documents
generated during this period
of history with helpful advice
on how to locate and use
them.
Shirley Beaumont
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TREDWAY WAINWRIGHT REVISITED
It's not often that, when
reading a family history
journal, a name leaps
from the page and you
instantly recognise it as
one of your distant
ancestors. But such was
the case when reading
the article in the Society's
March 2018 edition
"Reading between the
lines". Here the transcript
team urged the need for
reading whole pages of
parish registers to get the
feel of the register and to
avoid merely relying on
transcripts. The third
example used to illustrate
the problems that can
arise in interpreting parish
registers was that in
Polesworth of
TREADWAY
WAINWRIGHT or
EDWARD TREADWAY
and the baptism of his
and his wife Sarah's
daughter, Sarah in 1804.
My maternal
grandmother, Editha
Mary, was a Wainwright,
her father Joseph Charles
Wainwright {1854-1899}
being the Parish Clerk at
St Editha's Tamworth.
We definitely knew the
name Treadway from our
earlier researches.
The Wainwrights of
Polesworth and
Tamworth are part of the
same wider family and
the name TREADWAY,
and its variations, is a
permanent if not
widespread thread.
Indeed it is a good
example of how an
unusual name is an

invaluable help when
researching a family tree.
I must be lucky because
the same help was even
more evident when
searching the Thompson
branch of my family in
Seckington when there
was always an
Emmanuel Thompson to
keep us on track, way
back to 1654.
The earliest record of
TREADWAY
WAINWRIGHT that we
have found was that of
the marriage of
TREDWAY
WAINWRIGHT to ANN
PAIN of Botchiston on
26ft November 1694 at
Orton on the Hill,
Leicestershire. We have
no record of Tredway
being baptised or buried
in Orton though a
possibility is TREADWAY
WAINWRIGHT, the son
of Charles and Mary,
baptised at Bunny,
Nottinghamshire on 22nd
January 1677. Tradway
and Ann named their
second son TREDWAY
and he was baptised at
Orton on 5th November
1708. Sadly, two entries
later in the parish
register, he was buried
exactly a month after his
baptism.
On the evidence of the
administration of his will,
granted by the
Commissary Court of the
Peculiar of Groby in
1729, Tredway Senior
died on 24th August
1727, "the true and
perfect Inventory of his
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goods and cattel"
arnounting to £10-17s-6d. Ann Wainwright, his
widow, was buried 3rd
January 1762 at Orton.

Though some branches
of the Wainwright family
continued to live in Orton
others would move away
to other Leicestershire,
Warwickshire and
Staffordshire locations
and especially to
Polesworth and
Tamworth. GEORGE
WAINWRIGHT, the first
son of Tredway and Ann
was baptised at Orton
on14th May 1706. He
married, by licence,
Catharine Fant on 1st
February 1746 at
Twycross. Of his four
children none was named
Tredway and he was
probably buried in
Polesworth, 20th March
1790.
However, George's
second son WILLIAM
WAINWRIGHT, baptised
at Orton 21st April 1751,
and married to Mary
Evenes (or Avens) at
Corley, Warwickshire on
14th October 1771,
named his first son
TREADWAY, baptised at
St Editha's Polesworth,
26th July 1772. This is
the Treadway referred to
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in the article of March
2018, and like your
researchers I too have
been puzzled as to why
he should suddenly
become EDWARD
TREADWAY for the
baptism of his daughter
Sarah in December 1804.
He was clearly baptised
Tredway and had married
in Polesworth 1st January
1799: TREDWAY
WAINWRIGHT and
SARAH BLOOD, both of
this parish. Sarah died
24th November 1844 and
Treadway, agricultural
labourer and gardener,
14th March 1855. Both

were buried at Tamworth
Parish Church. Of their
four children, possibly
only Charles Wainwright
(1800-1833) survived
infancy.
It is through Charles
Wainwright and his wife
Susan Arnold (married
1st October 1819 in
Tamworth) that my direct
family line continues.
Their fourth child Charles,
baptised 10th JuIy1827 in
Tamworth, married
Harriet Rollason in 1849,
and in turn their fourth
child, Joseph Charles,
married Mary Kinson

3rd April 1877. My
grandmother was their
first child.
By this time, the
Wainwrights were a
widely established family
in Tamworth, though
some were to spread
over the UK, and others
to emigrate to Canada.
So far as we can tell the
name Treadway
Wainwright did not
reappear -though who
knows!
GEOFFREY
SHAKESPEARE
Member No 2004-01

Elisha Lorenzo Clark
A curate with an unusual
name had the fingers
Googling expecting to find
an entry in the clergy
database but instead up
pops an Australian
website…
Sermons, Principally
Designed To Explain
Some Of The Leading
Doctrines Of The Gospel:
And To Build Up Believers
On Their Most Holy Faith
- by Elisha Lorenzo Clark
This book was initially
published in 1866, and has

been reproduced in several
versions. The Aussie site
advises: “This work has
been selected by scholars
as being culturally
important, and is part of the
knowledge base of
civilization as we know it.”
A curate working in
Shustoke in the late 1830s
was a man whose written
work is valued within
religious circles 150 years
after publication. Access to
an early Crockford’s
Directory (start in 1858)

should provide information
on his religious career.
Elisha Lorenzo was
educated at Trinity College,
Cambridge, obtaining his BA
in 1835 and MA in 1839.
College records show him to
be a mature 27 years old
when entering university in
1831, son of Elisha CLARK,
and born in London. Elisha
Lorenzo never married. In
1881 he is “without cure”
lodging at Clifton in Bristol;
his death is registered 1890.
Transcription Team

New members
Jacky Robinson-Wing
Edward Smallwood
Julie Jones
Angela Bradley

eddie.smallwood@btinternet.com
julie.jones01@tiscali.co.uk

A reminder to existing members - your renewal form is enclosed with this Journal.
Please renew your membership now before you forget - and remember to tick the
consent boxes or we will not be able to contact you!
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NNWFHS SHOP
We are pleased to
announce that after
months of hard work by
webmaster Ian Shuter the
NNWFHS shop is back
on line.
In addition to our previous
selection of CDs we now
offer pdf downloads for
the increasing number of
people who own
machines that do not
have optical drives.
Initially the Baptisms,
Marriages and Burials
CDs are also available as
pdf downloads.
Downloads of the other
CDs will be added over
time. Downloads are also

cheaper than physical
CDs! Get a bargain
today!
If there is a particular CD
you would like as a
download please contact
NNWFHSEditor@aol.com
and I will expedite
conversion of that CD.

We have a number of
CDs (not downloads) of
Hatched, Matched and
Despatched in Wolvey
(see back page for
contents) available at half
price - only £5. First
come first served whilst
stocks last. Order from
the online shop.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY
FAMILY & LOCAL HISTORY FAIR.
SATURDAY 24th NOVEMBER 2018
To be held at
GIRTON GLEBE PRIMARY SCHOOL GIRTON CAMBRIDGE CB3 0PN
10am – 4pm
FREE ADMISSION FREE CAR PARKING

Annual General Meeting 2018
FORMAL NOTICE TO MEMBERS
The 2017 Annual General Meeting of the Society shall take place on Tuesday, 13th November
2018 at 7.30pm at the Baptist Church, The Green, Attleborough CV11 4JZ.
AGENDA
1. Apologies for absence
2. To receive the minutes of the 2017 annual general meeting
3. To receive and adopt the Chairman’s Annual Report
4. To receive and adopt the Treasurer’s Report with Inspected Accounts to 31 Aug 2018
5. To appoint an independent inspector of the annual accounts: that Anthony Boucher
be re-appointed.
6. To receive the annual report of membership
7. To elect the committee of the Society for the period 2018/19:
8. Any other business
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Stephen Phillip Oliver - a timeline of his life
1878 Stephen is born at
Chipping Norton
Oxfordshire. His parents
are Stephen P. Oliver &
Eliza nee West.
Stephen is the third child,
born to them followed by
four more siblings.
His father is a groom &
son Stephen is too. They
are a family used to
horses.
1891 census shows the
family in Chipping Norton,
but mother Eliza has T.B.
& the family move to
Moreton in the Marsh. At
this time Stephen aged
14yrs left home & makes
his way to Nuneaton. He
worked with an oilman
delivering with a horse
drawn cart. He also lived
with the family, sleeping
in the stable.
1900 at St.Mary's Church
Nuneaton he marries
Udora Marjeson Bocock.

Nottinghamshire, but
Willam Bocock came to
Nuneaton as a driver of
horse drawn wagons.
Much of his work was
between The Newdigate
Hotel & Abbey St.
Station. It is easy to see
how Stephen & Udora
were acquainted.

William & Sarah Bocock,
parents of Udora

Service Corps driver
(horse).

The new Mr & Mrs Oliver
lived in Stanley Road with
the Bococks. Stephen is
now a miner at the
colliery. Two sons are
born at the parent's home
in Stanley Road in 1901
& 1903, and further family
are born in Hall End,
Attleborough. A son in
1909, and in 1911 the
fourth child is born, a girl
this time.
1915, MARCH 16th
Stephen has a medical
before joining the army.
This was carried out by
Mr Nason, civil surgeon.

Udora Marjeson Bocock

The Bocock family were
farmers in Collingham,

1916 April 4th he
embarks to France on the
steam ship Munich. He
served as an Army

1919 March 29th he is
released back to his job
as a coal miner. Back
home on the Steam ship
Arbroath.
1920 3rd March he
appears in the Pensions
list. He is awarded three
medals.
1920 April a son is born,
followed by a daughter in
1921.
1922 &, 1923 sees the
birth of Stephen & Udoras
first Grandchildren, to
their eldest son & wife
1941 Stephen Phillip
Oliver dies underground
at Newdigate pit of a
heart attack while working
aged 63 years old. He is
interred in Attleborough.
Cemetery.

J Moreton
18
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Two gems to visit if you are in London.
While visiting two
museums in London
recently I was reminded
of talks given by excellent
speakers at our Society
meetings during the last
twelve months
St Bride’s Church, Fleet
Street.
St Bride’s Church is
tucked away behind the
tall buildings of Fleet
Street. The courtyard
between the Church and
St Bride’s Library is a
lovely oasis of calm within
the city. The Church and
associated Library have
strong links with the
newspaper industry,
dating back to the 19th
century. The Church was
badly damaged by
bombing during WW2.
After the war the
restoration of St Bride’s
was financed by the
newspaper industry
because of the close
association. The interior
of the Church has
beautiful wood panelling
with numerous plaques,
memorials to journalists
and others who have
worked in the printing
industry. It is quite
moving to see memorials
with the names of
journalists and
photographers who have
been killed in recent and
current conflicts. In the
crypt of the Church is a
very interesting museum
telling the story of the
Fleet Street area from
Roman to modern times.
It includes a photograph
of Fleet Street taken from

the roof of St Paul’s
Cathedral during the
1880’s.
For anyone whose
ancestors were print
workers in Fleet Street at
that time, the
presentation of the
museum gives you a feel
for what it was like for
those who worked there.
21st century technology
allows us to access many
old photographs of
locations related to our
research, but there is
something special about
actually visiting the place!
The talk we had on the
Modern Records Centre
at Warwick University
made reference to the
print workers unions and
to the documents held at
the centre. The print
workers’ unions were
strong and well organised
during the 19th and early
20th centuries, some
having their own pension
and sick pay schemes
and the worked on the
principle of the “closed
shop”. Print workers in
central London were
members of The London
Society of Compositors.
The Modern Records
Centre holds documents
that detail the conflicts
between this union and
the Typographical
Association about
membership territory. The
London Society of
Compositors had a policy
that all print workers in
the city of London should
be their members and as
more printing works
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opened they tried to
extend their membership
area out of the centre of
the city. As most of the
London Society of
Compositors records
were lost the conflicts
between the unions are
documented in the
records of the
Typographical
Association. The Modern
Records Centre does
hold a copy of “A History
of the London Society of
Compositors”. This is a
very detailed account of
the origin and
development of the union.
The St Bride’s Church
website is
http://www.stbrides.com/h
istory/index.html
There is no charge for
entry to the Church or the
museum. There are gift
aid envelopes available
for donations. The staff
are very friendly and
helpful making this a very
welcoming place to visit.
The Museum of St John
The Museum of St John
is situated on St John’s
Gate, just off St John’s
Road, Clerkenwell.
According to online maps
it is a 0.8 mile walk from
St Bride’s Church. This
Museum tells the story of
the Order of St John,
from its beginning as the
Order of Hospitaller
Knights founded in
Jerusalem during the
Crusades, to the modern
St John Ambulance
Organisation. The
museum is located in the
remains of the original
Priory of Clerkenwell. In
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the museum there is a
wide range of exhibits,
interactive displays and
interpretation boards
giving a very clear
account of the history of
the Order of St John. The
guided tour is of particular
interest because this
takes visitors into the
rooms above the
gatehouse, the Church
and the garden. Our
guide explained the
variety of uses to which
the building had been put
since the dissolution of
the monasteries.
In the time of Queen
Elizabeth I the office of
the Master of The Revels
was in one of the rooms
we were taken into. As
we sat in this room our
guide explained that
William Shakespeare had
to visit the Master of The
Revels to have his plays
read and vetted, as did
other writers of the time.
We were told that
Shakespeare was
instructed to make the
character of Richard III to
be a villain. The vetting
and censorship exercised
at this office was
thorough to the point that
some writers were told to
have their works
performed under the
stone arch of the
gatehouse for viewing by
The Master of the Revels.

Shakespeare play about
Thomas More that was
initially banned, with the
words “perform at your
peril” written on the
manuscript and signed by
E Tinley who was the
Master of The Revels at
that time. You can view
part of the manuscript
online at the British
Library site:
https://www.bl.uk/collectio
n-items/shakespeareshandwriting-in-the-bookof-sir-thomas-more
The suggestion was that
one scene in this play
could have incited a riot!
When we had the
excellent talk by Eddie
Smallwood about the
Battle of Bosworth he
explained that Richard III
was very experienced in
battle and there is a lack

Richard III

of evidence that he
murdered the princes in
the tower. Also the
information in the Richard
III Centre in Leicester
gives account of the good
that Richard did during
his time as King. It
therefore seems that The
Master of The Revels
was putting some political
“spin” into the work of
Shakespeare when he
vetted Richard III.
Entry to the museum, and
the guided tours are free.
There is a place for
donations with gift aid
envelopes. The guide
who gave us the tour was
excellent and very
knowledgeable. The staff
were all very helpful and
welcoming. The website
for the museum is:
http://museumstjohn.org.
uk/planning-your-visit/.
This gives details of tour
times and mentions that
currently museum staff
are researching the work
of St John’s Ambulance
during WW1.
If you have time after a
day visiting these two
museums, Evensong at
nearby St Paul’s
Cathedral is at 5 pm with
free entry to a beautiful
historic building.
Enjoy!

Shirley Beaumont
In the British Library there
is one manuscript of a

The Catholic Family History Society offers annually a small research award.
If you are interested more details and an application form can be found at https://gallery.mailchimp.com/de0e864aeab489858df93c75f/files/83bb16df-e9f9-4f80-95baa076f717535b/Catholic_FHS_Details_and_Award_Form_2018.pdf
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The 1939 Register - Trawl and see who you can find!
A number of enquiries at
recent Help Desks have
involved searches for
individuals, civilians, around
the time of WW2 and our
team’s first port of call has
been the most useful 1939
Register.
It’s Creation: It was
announced in the House of
Commons, in December
1938, that a National
Register would be taken in
the event of war. This
would list the personal
details of every civilian in
Great Britain and Northern
Ireland. This Register was to
be a critical tool in
coordinating the war effort at
home. It would be used to
issue identity cards, deal
with rationing and more.
rd

It was 3 September, 1939
when Britain declared war.
Just two days later the
National Registration Act
received royal assent and
Registrar General, Sir
Sylvanus Vivian, announced
that National Registration
Day would be September
th
29 . Swift work – but
memories of the food
shortages of WW1 were
sharp.
The Data: Enumerators
were responsible for visiting
every household in Great
Britain and Northern Ireland
to collect the names,
addresses, marital status
and occupation of every
civilian. Identity cards were
issued on the spot.
Unfortunately for family
historians, the place of birth
was not a required detail on
the Register.
The identity cards, familiar
to many, were essential
from when the Register was
taken right up until 1952,

when the legal requirement
to carry them ceased –
though rationing of some
commodities continued for
several more years.
Throughout that period,
every member of the civilian
population had to be able to
present their card upon
request by an official, or
bring them to a police
station within 48 hours. The
government had to know
who everyone was, be able
to track their movements as
they moved house, and to
keep track of the population
as births and deaths
occurred.
The 1939 Register is
therefore one of the most
th
important documents in 20
century Britain. The
information it contains not
only helped toward the war
effort, it was also used in the
founding of the NHS. It is a
vital source today for family
historians because the 1931
census was destroyed
during an air raid on London
and that for 1941 was never
made.
Access: The 1939 Register,
released online by
Findmypast - its “official
home” - in partnership with
The National Archives is
therefore the only surviving
overview of the civil
population available from
1921 through to 1951. Parts
of the 1939 Register are
also available on Ancestry.
The Register was used up
until 1991 within the NHS so
includes details such as
changes of surname for
women marrying. Because
of data protection issues,
anyone on the Register less
than 100 years old is
assumed to be alive unless
they passed away prior to
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1991 and were noted as
such. When viewing an
actual page there are bold
black lines blocking –
redacting – those who
maybe still alive. If you
have evidence that one of
these has died, you can
apply to have them shown.*
It is easy to search – at
home if you have a
subscription or in a local
library with the relevant
access to subscription
websites. One drawback is
that a search for a redacted
person does not show
“found but redacted” so
remember to search for
older members of a possible
household.
Of course, you may find
family living where you
expected…and some not
so! You also find other
adults in the household and
researching those may take
you to previously
unexplored places! But by
linking with your finds in the
1911 and earlier censuses,
stories can be unravelled.
Unfortunately for some, only
that part of the Register for
England and Wales is
online.
Help desk team

Access the Register at:
https://www.findmypast.co.uk/1
939register
https://search.ancestry.co.uk/se
arch/db.aspx?dbid=61596

* My sister is listed,
including her married name.
At the time of writing my
sister is very much alive but
the entry has not been
redacted!!
Ed.
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Focus on Wolvey
An ancient village dating back to at
least Saxon times, but neolithic and
bronze age finds show habitation in
the area for some 3000 years.
Wolvey is centrally situated close to
the roman roads of Watling Street
and the Fosse Way.
Hundred: Knightlow
Poor law union and registration
district: Foleshill
Diocese: Worcester
Rural Deanery: Coventry
Probate court: Pre 1836 - Bishop of
Lichfield and Coventry. Post 1836,
Bishop of Worcester.
The following records are available
on NNWFHS CD - Hatched
Matched and Despatched in
Wolvey
Baptisms & Births from 1St January
1752 to 12th April 1911
Marriages & Banns from 28th January
1752 to 26th April 1911
Burials from 6th February 1752 to 17th
May 1911

Now on special offer at half
price - only £5 - get a bargain
today. (First come, first
served, whilst stocks last.
CD version only, not available
as a download)
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