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The Editors little box
As family historians we all enjoy a good graveyard to browse, and perhaps pop into the
church and admire the stained glass, look for relevant monuments etc. Now thanks to
Eddie Smallwood (see page 6) we have something else to search out when
church/churchyard visiting. When Eddie mentioned mass dials in his talk he was met
with many quizzical looks. No-one had heard of mass dials, let alone seen one.
Sometimes called scratch dials (because they are often little more than crude scratches
in the stonework) they are a species of sundial. They date from 1100 to 1600 in date,
and being insubstantial scratches in the first place have not withstood the ravages of time
very well. We are familiar with the professionally installed sundials found in later
centuries with brass or bronze dial and a gnomen (the sticky-out bit). Mass dials also had
a gnomen, but this would have been a small stick inserted into a hole in the dial. The
wooden gnomen has not survived but the hole often remains and is probably the most
visible hint that a mass dial was there. The purpose of the dial was to remind
parishioners of the time of the next mass. Times could be changed by the priest making
a visible mark on the dial with chalk or a similar mineral.
Next time you are near an old church examine the walls (usually south walls) for a small
hole with no obvious purpose, and then look more closely to see if there are scratched
lines indicating a mass dial. If you find one take a photograph and send it to me for
publication in the Journal.
JAP
1
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Trivia, Trifles…and Tales
We survived our April
excursion to Ally Pally for
Family Tree Live. What a
venue! Alexandra Palace
is enormous – far larger
than imagined. The
superb venue staff put
other exhibition venues’
staff in the shade!
Unfortunately, the show
was much less busy than
anticipated, but we did
OK considering it was
both away from base with
no adjacent coal mining
area for those migrating
miners’ descendants. But
the day from 0930-1800
was far too long! Some
local members came
along to lend a hand
which was good - though
we were not as busy as
expected for a London
location. We had a great
team of volunteers and
we each funded our own
local accommodation
[thank you everyone].
Some of us met up with
other societies’
volunteers in hotels and
thereby enjoyed a spot of
ideas-sharing! At the
show we launched new
booklets and a revised
version of another.
These will appear on the
website shop in due
course. We also made
up smart popper folders
with themed collections,
saving a pound or two,
but pulling together a raft
of items useful to
researchers everywhere
as well as some northWarwickshire specific
ones – these will be
available at events.

Window – there was a
lecture theatre between
our stand at the end
wall!!
By the time you read this
we will also have been to
the smaller Chesterfield
& District FHS Fair and
Shropshire FHS Open
Day – both very friendly.
We will also have been to
The Genealogy Show
which is on for two days
at the NEC: attendance
was a late decision led
generally by the number
of questions as to why
we had not booked a
table at a new show that
was on the NNWFHS
doorstep! Let’s hope it is
well attended and our
team kept busy!
We will be attending the
Family History Show –
York on 22nd June and its
sister event at Bristol on
6th July. Then it is
Buckinghamshire FHS
fair at Aylesbury on
Saturday 27th July before
a break till autumn. The
outreach enables further
flung members to meet
the team, learn more of
what NNWFHS does but
also enables networking
with other FHS. It is
important in this day and
age for every FHS to stay
in touch, viable and
visible to family
historians. If any of these
events is within reach for
you, do come along, say
hello – and enjoy a
mooch around all the
stalls. Most fairs have an
online listing of exhibitors.

We were some distance
from the iconic Rose
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You may be wondering
why we are not exhibiting
at RootsTech which is
coming to London in
October. The show is run
by FamilySearch. With
exhibitor space starting at
£1200+VAT it is NOT
aimed at the average
FHS!! You can watch
videos of presentations
from RootsTech in the
USA at
www.rootstech.org/categ
ory/2019-rootstechsessions some are free.
Talks were often
promoted by commercial
operations so watch out
for the advertising
(Ancestry is not the only
company offering DNA
testing…!!).
Talking DNA – John, the
man responsible ‘several
decades ago’ for getting
me into family history,
has decided to do a YDNA test. He is in my
late father’s tree but via a
female…and she married
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Henry, of the same
surname. There is a
surname group at Family
Tree DNA – three
researchers have a close
match and we are looking
forward to John’s
results…was his male
forebear the same line?
In the mid-1700s, Colin’s
Leonard and my Reuben
were living well within a
day’s travel of each
other…and John’s
Henry’s forbear, another
John, was close by, too:
but we need to find their
roots using a paper trail,
too! While DNA is being
advertised widely, we
must consider what we
want from it before
spending money. Some
think that by doing a test
they will immediately find
cousins: they will not unless those cousins are
in the DNA-bank, so to
speak. A useful article by
Debbie Kennett can be
accessed at:
www.whodoyouthinkyoua
remagazine.com/blog/wh
at-dna-testing-can-tellyou-about-your-familyhistory Our June
speaker, Barbara
Griffiths, will further our
understanding.
As you may have heard,
the Federation of Family
History Societies – of
which NNWFHS is a
member - has tweaked its
name to Family History
Federation and had a
touch of “rebranding”
using the now-familiar
logo.

The new look was rolled
out at Alexandra Palace,
but I wonder if you use
the website or have
signed up for the free
Ezine: go to
www.ffhs.org.uk/ as by
the time you read this, the
migration to the new
website should be
complete. Loads of
“stuff” to be found. The
Fed had some excellent
button badges with
“interesting” slogans
available to visitors…and
these will be also at other
Fairs they attend - so get
yours!!
If you are struggling to
sort out place and parish,
the new booklet Putting
Your Ancestors in the
Right Place may appeal £2.50 [£2 to members]
plus the usual p&p. Put it
together with the maps
book £4 [£3.20] – and
perhaps a handy creditcard-sized magnifier (on
order as I write: will be
50p with the map book) –
to give you a good start in
sorting out places in
North Warwickshire.
These will be on sale at
events, and Val will have
them available at some
meetings, too. Sales
pitch over!!
The number of
connections one of our
events team discovers
when out and about
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never fails to amaze me –
yet more made during
Ally Pally: roots in Norfolk
being one found from a
chance conversation. It
really does pay to meet
people and talk – and
have your tree with you!
We got back to
Warwickshire and spent
the Sunday morning
successfully grave
yarding…to fill in a gap or
three back in the very
early 1800s. While in
Austrey, we popped into
the Baptist Chapel –
lovely atmosphere.
Afterwards, we found an
Administration
(FindMyPast has Lichfield
Diocesan Wills and
Admons online) which
noted “only child” and that
the deceased father was
a musician. Musician?
He was supposed to be a
tailor! A browse of the
burial register ensued:
when the wife had died it
showed her husband to
be blind; that explained it
all! Thank you to the
minister who made the
wee note! Unfortunately,
the later template-style
registers (introduced in
1813) discouraged such
“wee notes”.We hope you
can get out and about this
summer! Do let us know
about your most
interesting “find”. Happy
hunting!
Jacqui Simkins
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Can’t find them registered…?
In 1837 an advert was
placed in Aris’s
Birmingham Gazette in
July – on the introduction
of civil registration. Many
clergy objected to the
state taking on
responsibility for
registration. In addition to
adverts like this, many
clergy refused to record
the name of fathers at
marriage ceremonies. If
you buy a copy certificate
and both boxes are blank
do NOT assume there is
no known father! Some

registers have page upon
page of marriages with no
fathers’ names entered –
Kingsbury is one
example!

My distant cousin Mary Ann Evans by Joan Garner Kaline
Yes, Mary Ann EVANS is
in the family tree that I
share with the BAKERs,
BUNNEYs. EVARARDs,
GARNERs, MEIGHs,
PEARSONs, and
POWERs. I hale from the
GARNER branch and it
was George Eliot's
mother's sister who
married a GARNER.
The more I read her
works and biographies
the more I realize how
incredibly intelligent she
was and how well she
understood how women
fitted - or not - into society
both in her day and,
uncannily. in this day and
age 200 years later.
In her earliest days she
was the obedient
daughter doing what was
expected of her in her
farming family life. Her
father's desire that she
should be well educated
probably encouraged

her to question her
role.
How interesting it
would be to sit down
with Mary Ann in 2019
and compare the life
of women today and
how her thoughts and
actions mirror those of
many women during
the last 200 years.
Judging from some of
her biographers it
would seem that she
craved the love and
acceptance which
may have been
lacking especially
when she decided to
oppose her father's
wishes that she attend
church with him as
she had always done. In
addition Mary Ann must
have felt quite
constrained by her
family's expectations that
she should take over the
role of housekeeper and
farm hand and eventually,
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A not very flattering sketch
of George Eliot by George
Richmond 1809-1896.
Metropolitan Museum of Art
Creative Commons CC0 1.0
Universal Public Domain
Dedication.
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after the death of her
mother, become the sole
care-giver for her ailing
father. After his death
however, she was able to
give rein to her own
desires and finally find
acceptance for her
progressive ideas and
incredible talents in the
literary world in a very
different society in
London - very different
from the one she had
known in rural
Warwickshire.
She also found a lasting
love and companion in
George Henry Lewis and
eventually enjoyed being
a substitute mother to his
oldest children in spite of
the fact that she was
never able to marry him.
But she didn't cast her
early life aside as
evidenced in some of her
novels. In "Mill on the
Floss" some of her
biographers find
autobiographical
sketches. One
biographer, Rosemarie
Bodenheimer, suggests
that Mary Ann mirrored
the prim and proper
Dodson sisters on her
PEARSON aunts. Aunt
Deane was probably
mirrored on Ann
PEARSON (b.1773 Arley)
who was my 4th great
grandmother. She was, ".
.a tight-lipped woman,
who made small wellconsidered speeches on
peculiar occasions,
repeating them
afterwards to her
husband, and asking him
if she had not spoken
very properly." I wonder
how many genes were

passed down to me and
my children - hopefully
not that one! Another
Dodson sister, Betsy
Tulliver was probably
mirrored on Christiana
PEARSON, Mary Ann's
own mother, although
very little information has
been found on her. I
have to wonder if along
with Mary Ann's lifestyle
which was unusual and
frowned on in Victorian
times was the reason that
my own grandmother
never mentioned that
George Eliot was my
cousin.
But personal life aside,
George Eliot captured the
tenor of life in the country
with an amazing
understanding of the
thoughts and feelings of
her characters. One can
understand and applaud
her leaving the family
circle to grow and
blossom under the
auspices of George
Henry Lewis and her
literary friends in London.
But for her courage and
determination to live her
life on her own terms we
might not be celebrating
the bicentennial of this
most talented novelist.

Joan Garner Kaline

The London FamilySearch Centre at TNA will close on
Saturday, 23rd March 2019. TNA will become a FamilySearch
Affiliate Library, meaning that access to digitised records on
FamilySearch will continue on PCs in the reading rooms. Visitors
will need a FREE FamilySearch account to access the records.
The General Register Office (GRO) has announced that it will
make its PDF records service permanently available [previously it
was a pilot scheme]. Digital PDF copies of birth records from
1837 to 1918 and death records from 1837 to 1957, price now £7.
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Report on the April 2019 meeting: a talk by Eddie Smallwood on The Church
of St Margaret of Antioch at Stoke Golding.
Eddie was welcomed and
thanked very much for
stepping in to give this
talk at short notice. The
change in programme
was due to circumstances
beyond our control.
Photograph 1 shows the
west end of St Margaret’s
Church. This church was
founded by Sir Robert de
Champaigne. The stone
building was constructed
during the reign of
Edward III between 1327
and 1377. It was built
with a steeple 90 feet tall.
An earthquake in 1580
caused the steeple and
part of the roof to
collapse. The exact date
of its replacement is not
certain but in 1610 the
church was described as
being in decay.
The Battle of Bosworth
Field (22nd August 1485)
took place close to Stoke
Golding. Modern
historical research
indicates that the battle
took place about 1 mile
north-west of St Margret’s
Church. The inhabitants
of the village would have
been very much aware of
the battle and there are a
number of local stories
about events that
happened near the
church. It is said that
villagers watched the
battle from the
battlements of the church.
On the death of Richard
III the battle ended. The
traditional story describes

Photo 1

a chair and table being
brought from a farmhouse
to what is now called
Crown Hill and Henry VII
was crowned there. The
crown taken from Richard
III on his death was used.
Eddie did point out that
as Richard III was killed
so brutally that any crown
he was wearing would
have been covered in
blood and not really
suitable for a formal
crowning! There is no
historical evidence that
King Henry VII entered
the church on his
coronation and also there
is no memorial to this
event in the church. It is
thought that the chair
used for this coronation is
now at Maxtoke Castle.
Eddie’s presentation
included photographs of
St Margaret’s Church and
its features. We were
shown a photograph of a
Mass Dial to be found on
the right hand side of the
South Door. Eddie
explained that these dials
were placed about 5 feet
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above ground level on the
south side of churches
and they acted as vertical
sun dials. Before people
had their own watches
and clocks a method of
letting parishioners know
when services were held
was needed. The mass
dial was carved into the
stone as a circle of marks
with a depression in the
centre where a stick
could be placed to cast a
shadow at the time when
the mass would be held.

Photo 2
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Photograph 2 shows the
Mass Dial and
photographs 3 and 4
show its location on the
south wall.
There are a number of
interesting memorials at
the church. Henry
Firebrace (born 1619 in
Derby) was made
Secretary to the Court
and Council of War in
1643. When the English
Civil War was over Henry
Firebrace came to live in
Stoke Golding and he
gifted communion plate to
the church. His memorial
is on the north wall of the
Lady Chapel Sanctuary.
The inscription is in Latin.
Photograph 5.
Photo 5

The Lady Chapel also
has a brass memorial,
with Latin inscription, to
Francis Brokesby.
Photograph 6.
Photo 6

Photo 3

Photo 4

(Translations of the
Photo 8
Latin memorials are on
display beside them.)
The Brokesby family
lived in Stoke Golding
for about 100 years.
They owned and lived
in the “Old Hall” in
Town Street. On the
north wall of the
chancel is a stone
tablet, a memorial to
James Leslie Robertson
who was a WWI pilot,
killed in action in France.
Photo 7
Photograph 7.
In 1943 the church spire
Photo 7
had to be taken down
Eddie recommended the
because it was in the
following book: St
flight path of aircraft from
Margaret’s Church Stoke
RAF Lindley. This was
Golding by A J Collett.
achieved with great care,
This book contains an
stones being removed
absolute wealth of history
and placed in order ready
and detail about the
for rebuilding at the end
Church and the people of
of the war. A light
the village. A very good
coloured ring can be seen
read!
on the steeple where the
Eddie was thanked very
rebuild was done.
much for a most
Photograph 8.
interesting talk.
The Church of St
Report and photography
Margaret is open and
by Shirley Beaumont
visitors are welcome.
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Website and Journal - Have your say
th

Nuneaton and North Warwickshire Family History Society research evening. 12 March 2019.

The meeting was led by Colin Cartwright and John Parton. Colin explained that Ian, our
Webmaster, has decided to step down from the role and to facilitate a smooth transition of the
website management to a group of committee members. Ian has worked hard on developing the
website and Colin expressed thanks to Ian on behalf of the Society.
The format of the meeting consisted of a demonstration of the website, presented by John, with
Colin chairing the discussion of the site and its content. Points raised included:
1. The website should be easy to navigate so people can find and appreciate the wealth
information held there.
2. Members were asked what they would like to see on the website. Responses included:
 Members’ interests
 Information about places towns and villages in the area.
 Photographs, with pairs showing “now and then” views of locations.
 Historical information about villages and events.
3. The WW1 database could be a separate website as the content is massive.
4. The logo could be updated.
5. Colour schemes and fonts used should be chosen allowing fast and easy reading for all.
6. Benefits that members get from the website, over and above the casual visitor.
 The FHSonline should be given a higher profile on the site making clear that members can
purchase a one year access to the transcriptions for £10. Purchase directly from FHSonline
is considerably more expensive at £29.50. This demonstrates that it is worthwhile to be a
member.
 A help offered and help requested section should be prominent on the website for
members.
 Access to the members’ interest section allows networking of members who have given
consent as laid down in GDPR.
7. The Society has two Facebook pages, one is open to all and one is closed for just members.
The rationalisation of this was discussed, and there were comparisons with what other societies
do.
8. Colin explained that the Society is always on the look-out for good speakers for our meetings
and he would welcome any suggestions from members. Also John said that articles for the
journal are always welcome. As a new venture the committee is looking at having a daytime
speaker meeting in a different location in North Warwickshire. Saturday afternoon had been
suggested and this seemed popular.
Colin thanked members for their ideas and input and thanked John for demonstrating aspects of the
website as they were discussed. There was further conversation over tea/coffee and biscuits.
Feedback on the website and Facebook page is welcomed from all members. We are aware
that many members cannot attend meetings so if you have ideas and suggestions please do
not hesitate to contact the committee. We look forward to hearing from you.

Journal - Also raised was the format of the Journal. Some found it hard work reading it on
a tablet or computer because of the three column format. This format was originally
chosen on the advice of a professional print journalist and editor. Clearly not a problem for
those opting for the paper version, but I can see it can be frustrating for tablet users having
to scroll up and down three columns if the screen is not big enough to display it as one
readable page. What would suit you? Would two columns be better, or would you prefer it
without columns at all - like this page?
Please let me know your views. It is your Journal so it is only right you have an input on
how it is presented.
Ed.
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May 2019: Milling and
Bread.
On the evening of
Tuesday 14th May we
welcomed Bob Massey
who spoke on the history
of milling and bread
making. Using his
PowerPoint presentation
Bob explained how the
use of different types of
grain had developed over
the years, from
prehistoric times to the
present day. When
humans transitioned from
hunter/gatherers to
farmers they used grain
crops, as a source of
food. It is believed that
the first types of bread
made were unleavened
and were probably
formed from a paste of
crushed grain and water
that was then baked.
Cultivating plants for food
rather than total reliance
on hunting animals is far
more energy efficient.
Bob used a number of
video clips to illustrate his
talk, including one
demonstrating the making
of Roman bread from a
recipe at the British
Museum. This was 2000
year old bread.
Archaeologists had found
a preserved loaf of bread
in the ruins of Pompeii. In
total, the remains of 33
bakeries have so far been
found in Pompeii. The
carbonised remains of
loaves of bread were
found in one,
demonstrating that the
oven was in use at the
time of the volcanic
eruption in AD 79. The
Greeks invented the

A typical post windmill
(said to be Baxterley)

bread oven and baked
with an early form of
barley. Bob explained
that in the middle ages
the wealthy citizens ate
white bread, made from
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flour milled from primitive
wheat while the poor had
loaves made from oats or
rye. Bread was often
used as a “plate” for other
food. It would then be
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eaten or maybe given to
the poor. As the
population increased,
demand for milled grain
for bread production
increased; and the grains
were developed some
specifically for bread
making. Bob described
the development of the
milling process from the
use of quern stones to
grind grain through to the
development of mills
powered by water or
wind.
He showed illustrations of
post mills and tower mills.
As the technology
improved then mills were
used for other purposes,

with the Stott Park Bobbin
Mill being one example.
(This is in Cumbria,
beside Lake Windermere
and is well worth a visit. It
is an English Heritage
site.)
There was further
discussion on the use of
yeast as a raising agent
in bread making and also
its use in brewing.
Bob was thanked for his
talk.
You may find these
websites
useful/interesting:
https://millsarchive.org/ex
plore/timelines This site

is accredited by the
National Archives.
https://www.britishmuseu
m.org/whats_on/exhibitio
ns/pompeii_and_herculan
eum/pompeii_live/live_ev
ent/bread_recipe.aspx
https://www.englishheritage.org.uk/visit/place
s/stott-park-bobbin-mill/
The National Trust has a
number of mills including
a restored medieval corn
mill at Nether Alderley
and the extensive cotton
mill at Quarry Bank,
Styal:
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/
mills-forges-and-mines

Some upcoming events with some notes.
If you are attending, or want to come along, do let me know. You would possibly get in at most
by saying you are a volunteer on the NNWFHS stand - but all the FHS ones are not expensive
at the door.
The Family History Fair - York Sat 22nd June: As with most fairs, we get two tickets for this,
but in years past, turning up at the door and saying "I am helping on the stand" has got people
in!! If it doesn't, phone me and I will appear with a ticket!! But do let me know in advance if you
can help. This is an event we've done for quite a few years. It is growing again since new
organisers stepped in...and has a good buzz, and usually good talks too...an extra pair of
hands means somebody can nip off for a talk!
The Family History Fair - Bristol Sat 6th July: we have an offer from a local member in Bristol
to come along and help. Chris I know cannot help - shame as he has Bristol roots. As
above. These events run by same organisers - this is first at Bristol so bit of an experiment for
NNWFHS.
Bucks FHS Open Day & Fair Sat 27th July: As Shropshire - if you are visiting, we always
appreciate a break.
Oxford FHS Fair Sat 5th Oct: As others - if you are visiting, we'd appreciate a break...providing
I don't do a repeat of last year and be struggling to put weight on one foot!
Mormon/LDS event at Penns Lane, Sutton Coldfield - Sat 9 Nov - very small affair. Quite
happy to take smaller amount of stuff and do on my own - Val has helped in past (these are
spasmodically held and not always well promoted - it is about 3 miles from home for me!).
Jacqui
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In search of Ginny…
This is a tale set largely in
Cheshire [just], yet it
involves the common
issues of family
knowledge, mistranscribed names and
adopted names.
It is 23 years since my
cousin and I talked family
history: he was in hospital,
expected to come
home…but didn’t make it.
He was curious about his
great grandmother who
was “Ginny DOOLER” prior
to her marriage. The family
were from the Audlem
area. But could we locate
her birth…NO. We
pondered what her first
name might be… At that
stage of available facilities,
we couldn’t find her
marriage to George
HANKEY either. It took a
recent family gathering,
which included cousin’s
widow and now-adult
children, with talk about
family trees to prod me
back to the search for
Ginny. Somewhere along
the line it had been
mentioned that Ginny was
formally Jane.
First port of call was her
death record – 1939 (just
before The Register) aged
72. Next stop, the census,
particularly with her
parents: Jane DOOLER,
daughter, living with her
parents Frederick and
Eliza. Nothing unusual
with that. She was aged 4
in 1871 – but still no birth
was “shaking out”. To
check her surname,
several of her children
were checked on the GRO
enhanced indexing…each

showed mother DOOLER.
A search for Ginny’s
marriage also drew a
blank. A search for
marriage of her husband
(excluding her name) was
blank, too. A search on
only her name found that
George was indexed by
GRO as HAUTREY!
Thankfully, the church
register is online with
Ancestry proving he really
was HANKEY! Do not ask
why they married in
Lancashire… we likely will
never know! On that 1886
marriage, Ginny confirms
her father was Frederick
DOOLER – matching the
census.
Next stage was to find the
marriage of Ginny’s
parents: Fred DOOLER
and Eliza. It was located
using Cheshire BMD which
provides venue of the
marriage: it was at
Nantwich register office
“1866-1870” and Eliza was
HANKEY, so it was tighten
the belt, bite the bullet and
buy a copy certificate. The
marriage was on 28th
January 1869…Fred and
Eliza were both “no known
father” (typical!). The
proverbial penny dropped Ginny was born well
before her parents’
marriage. A new hunt of
the GRO birth registers for
Jane HANKEY produced
her 1866 birth, no maiden
name for mother. Her

baptism is available on
FindMyPast - in Audlem:
Jane, daughter of Eliza
HANKEY 22nd August
1866.
Ginny began and ended
life as Jane HANKEY, but
she lived and married as
DOOLER. Stir in HANKEY
becoming HAUTREY and
DOOLER appearing as
DOOLEY and DOWLER –
plus more than a fair share
of illegitimacy – and a
twenty-year old “mystery”
was solved in an evening
of careful sifting through
today’s online resources.
Ginny and her husband
probably shared great
grandparents, William &
Sarah HANKEY - that is
yet to be proved. Some
online trees show Wm &
Sarah marrying early
1800s at Audlem – there is
no such marriage in
Audlem’s registers…I read
the images to be sure! It
may well be in a different
century and place – a work
in progress.
Today’s technology and
contractual arrangements
between archive holders
and online providers have
revolutionised our hobby.
If we’d had a tablet [no pun
intended] and today’s
online resources in that
hospital room two decades
ago, we’d have rumbled
Ginny’s story. I apologise
to my favourite cousin for

Baptism at Audlem of Jane HANKEY aka DOOLER
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taking so long…he is no
doubt “looking down”,
chuffed that he found out
before me...unless, of
course, his gt gran Ginny
truly believed her father
was Fred DOOLER ...
In loving memory of Stan
Hankey 1947-1996
Jacqui Simkins
Online sources used:
FreeBMD:
www.freebmd.org.uk
GRO birth registrations
showing mother’s maiden
name:
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/conten
t/certificates/
Cheshire Collection on
Find My Past:
www.findmypast.co.uk/
Census and BMD
Registers on The
Genealogist:
www.thegenealogist.co.uk
Cheshire BMD:
www.cheshirebmd.org.uk/
Lancashire Collection on
Ancestry:
www.ancestry.co.uk/

Extract from 1886 marriage showing that groom’s name
was clearly HANKEY

Right: Val Pickard
doing her bit at the
Federation stand at
the NEC

12
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Nonconformists: some
research ideas
Nonconformists are simply
those religious groups that
did not conform to the rules
and requirements of the
Church of England. Some
historians differentiate
between “old dissent” and
new. A few years ago, the
Ezine from the Family
History Federation featured
nonconformity - there is a
link to the edition below.
The recent conference
Exploring Communities of
Dissent, run by the Family
& Community Historical
Research Society
(FACHRS) as part of their
current major research
project, was both
enjoyable, enlightening
and enticing! (I can be
easily side tracked!)
Family historians may find
some forebears as
rampant followers of one of
the nonconformist groups,
or that they “dabbled” for a
period. Mow Cop was
frequently pointed out to
me on childhood visits to
Cheshire relatives yet none
of them explained that they
were chapel-goers or why
Mow Cop was relevant,
and it was nothing to do
with the folly on the top!

below. Some records are
deposited locally and it is
always worth looking at the
online catalogue for the
Record Office of the county
where the chapel was
located – a list of members
could open a door in your
brick wall. If the local
chapel still exists, your
hunt should start with that
chapel – and those in
circuits will probably have
a volunteer circuit archivist
whom you can contact for
help.
In North Warwickshire
some truly astonishing
chapel buildings have been
demolished – the Primitive
Methodist’s Nuneaton one
being one example - as
have some less
pretentious ones. Some
have been turned into
homes, some into other
uses. A few had burial
grounds…and some of
these are now tarmac (as
the closed Independent
Chapel in Atherstone). It is
likely that the story is
similar in other areas.

‘Chapel’ registers were not
kept in the same manner
as those for the Church of
England, but some were
deposited and now form
the BMD Registers held by
The National Archives –
and are online on at least
The Genealogist website,
which also includes the Dr
Williams’ Collection. A
TNA guide to
Nonconformity is listed
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Another chapel demolished - this
one in Baddesley Ensor

While the conference was
looking at the communities
associated with
nonconformity, my own
stance is that many of our
forebears either went to
chapel because it was
nearer than the church,
because they had a dislike
for the local Anglican
vicar…or simply because
the Sunday School treats
were better – a comment
made some years ago by
an elderly relative now long
gone. They may also have
chosen ‘Chapel’ for its
educational opportunities:
in the nineteenth century,
nonconformists frequently
had schoolrooms – not just
for children but also for
adults. Some may have
been “enlightened” and
followers of an evangelical
faith.
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In 1851 in addition to the
national census, there was
a religious one too: this
lists the returns for every
religious congregation and
it is worth consulting that
for the county where your
forebears were at that
time. The Dugdale Society
has produced a volume for
Warwickshire [check out
prices on Amazon as well
as direct from the Dugdale
Society]. There are many
groups beyond Methodists,
Baptists and Independents.
Did you know that within
the NNWFHS area, there
was a Mormon chapel at
Broad Lane, Fillongley with
another at Monks Kirby;
and the journals of Alfred
Cordon recorded also
attending Mormon
meetings at Whittleford
and Coleshill in the 1840s
& 1850s? While maps are
a good clue on the location
of religious buildings you
need to use maps through
the full range that the OS
has existed; however,
these give no indication of
the denomination of the
buildings. Nonconformist
groups had to obtain a
licence for the buildings
they wished to use: they
needed to apply to either
quarter sessions, or the
local diocese. Those held
in the Lichfield Diocesan
Collection are listed on a
CD available from
NNWFHS with dates
ranging from 1790s to
1840s. Historical
directories often list the
chapels in each place
included in the directory –
though some are reported
to be less accurate than
others – and following
through a number of years

you can establish when a
chapel “appeared” and
subsequently vanished
from the directories. A
good rummage in
newspapers is always
worthwhile using keywords
while remembering that
some nonconformist
congregations have
changed their names over
time.
There are of course books
on all the different forms of
nonconformity: all you
need do is some searching
of websites using
keywords including the
faith. And there are FHS
specific to a single faith,
such as Methodist and
Catholic.
If you have an interest in
one of the nonconformist
chapels in north
Warwickshire, do explore
its history and connections
with your family – then
please write about it for
this journal! Your research
is likely to be welcomed by
some of the
denominational history
organisations, too.
Here are some websites in
no particular order: there
are many others so please
tell us of the ones you find!
Enjoy your research!
The National Archives guide:
http://www.nationalarchives.g
ov.uk/help-with-yourresearch/researchguides/nonconformists/
FamilySearch wiki:
https://www.familysearch.org/
wiki/en/England_Nonconformi
st_Church_Records
Nonconformist and NonParochial Records – BMD:
https://bmdregisters.co.uk/
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also at
www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
which includes further
records, and possibly on
other commercial sites also.
British Newspaper Archive:
www.britishnewspaperarchive
.co.uk also on
www.findmypast.co.uk
Family History Federation Ezine [sign up for your regular
one!] article:
https://us11.campaignarchive.com/?u=de0e864aea
b489858df93c75f&id=41b72e
6c9d
FACHRS project on Dissent:
www.fachrs-dissent.com
Historical directories online:
http://specialcollections.le.ac.
uk/digital/collection/p16445col
l4
Ordnance Survey maps:
https://maps.nls.uk/os/6inchengland-and-wales/
Genuki churches database:
www.genuki.org.uk/big/church
db_old
Methodist holdings at John
Ryland Library:
www.library.manchester.ac.uk
/search-resources/specialcollections/guide-to-specialcollections/methodist/
Methodist – including
Wesleyan:
www.mymethodisthistory.org.
uk
Primitive Methodist:
www.myprimitivemethodists.o
rg.uk
Mow Cop:
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/M
ow_Cop
Englesea Brook Museum of
Primitive Methodism:
http://engleseabrook.org.uk/in
troduction/
Chapels in Wales includes
history of nonconformity in
Wales:
www.welshchapels.org/
Special Methodist Collections
at Oxford Brookes (includes
the Gylor archive):
www.brookes.ac.uk/hpc/resea
rch/oxford-centre-formethodism-and-churchhistory/special-collections/
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Society of Friends:
www.quaker.org.uk/resources
/library/useful-links
Baptist History & Archive –
The Angus Library:
http://theangus.rpc.ox.ac.uk/
Baptist Historical Society:
https://baptisthistory.org.uk/di
scover/church-history/
Salvation Army history &
useful guides:
www.salvationarmy.org.uk/int
ernational-heritage-centre
Unitarianism with useful links:
www.unitarianhistory.org.uk/in
dex.html
Strict Baptist Historical
Society:
http://www.sbhs.org.uk/
Journals & Personal History
of Alfred Cordon:
http://ahlstrom.weebly.com/up
loads/2/5/3/7/2537729/cordon
_alfred_journals.pdf
FACHRS evolved from the
Open University course
Family & Community History
of the Nineteenth and
Twentieth Centuries.
Membership is open to all
who have an interest in family
or community history: you do
not need to be an academic!
Why not consider joining?
You can join online, or when
you see them out and about
at family history fairs – there
is a scrolling list of fairs to be
attended on the front page at
www.fachrs.com/

New records at find my past
114 million European records
In celebration of Eurovision 2019*, we are thrilled to
announce that we are making over 114 million European
records available to search on Findmypast. Birth,
marriage and death records covering 20 nations and
spanning nearly 500 years of European history can now
be explored as part of our growing collection of
international records and will generate hints against all
Findmypast family trees.
* UK came last (again) Ed.
United States Directories & Almanacs
Over 151,000 new records have been added to the
collection. The new additions consist of city directories
covering Ohio as well as directories covering
Washington, District of Columbia. The directories in this
collection stretch across the 1700s to the 1900s and will
enable you to discover your ancestor’s address and
occupation or explore the history of your home address.
Scotland, Shetland Newspaper Birth Index 1872-1990
Reveal your Scottish ancestry with this collection of more
than 29,000 birth announcements from Shetland
newspapers. Newspaper announcements are an
excellent source for family history and may include your
ancestor’s birth place and parents’ names. Newspapers
can reveal valuable clues about the daily lives of your
ancestors, allowing you to further understand their place
within the local community.
Plus many more added records.

Did You know that...…the townland is the smallest territorial area in Ireland? Within the 2450
Irish civil parishes there are over 64,000 townlands that vary in size from ten acres to several
thousand acres. Originally, a townland was a family’s holding of land and typically, there are twentyfive to thirty townlands in one civil parish. Many have Gaelic names (often based on topographical
features) and due to spelling variations, they are not always to identify. There are also many
townlands with the same name. However, it is important to identify the particular townland where a
family lived because many genealogical records, such as Griffith’s Primary Valuation, the Tithe
Applotment Books, and Census Returns are organised by townland. Knowing the townland where a
family lived also helps to distinguish them from other families in the vicinity who shared the same
surname. In order to discover the townlands within a civil parish (or alternatively, the civil parish
where a specific townland is located), the Alphabetical Index to the Townlands and Towns, Parishes
and Baronies of Ireland, also known as the Townland Index is very useful. Several editions were
published in the 19th century and there are versions online.
[IHGS newsletter 212]
Seems to be analogous to the Township in English parishes.
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Findmypast Announces Project to Digitise &
Publish 1921 Census of England & Wales
In the most anticipated
family history development
since the online publication
of the 1939 Register,
Findmypast has been
selected as The National
Archives’ commercial
partner to make the 1921
Census of England &
Wales available online.
The census, which was the
first to be conducted
following the introduction of
the Census Act of 1920,
will be published online by
Findmypast in January
2022.
The project will see
Findmypast capture digital
images and transcribe the
records in a way that will
enable family historians
across the globe to
conduct meaningful
searches of these
important records when
they are opened for the
very first time.
Taken on 19th June 1921,
the census consists of
more than 28,000 bound
volumes of original
household returns
containing detailed
information on close to 38
million individuals.
It provides greater detail
than any previous census
as, in addition to the
questions asked in 1911,
the 1921 returns also
asked householders to
reveal their place of
employment, the industry
they worked in and the
materials they worked with
as well as their employer’s
name. Those aged 15 and

older were required to
provide information about
their marital status,
including if divorced, while
for those under 15 the
census recorded whether
both parents were alive or
if either or both had died.
The 1921 Census also
included detailed questions
on education, and was the
first in which individual
householders could submit
separate confidential
returns.
Tamsin Todd, CEO of
Findmypast, says: “This
announcement is important
for all family historians
tracing their ancestors
living in Britain in the early
twentieth century. It
provides a fascinating
snapshot of how people
lived and worked in the
years following World War
1, and it’s all the more
important because there’s
no surviving census for the
next two decades until
1951.”
Neil Curtis, Finance and
Commercial Director at
The National Archives,
said: “This is the most
significant digitisation
project The National
Archives has undertaken to
date, with the 1921 census
containing detailed
information on close to 38
million individuals. As
home to more than 1,000
years of history, we are
delighted to be working
with Findmypast to open
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up this unique record
collection to the world.”
Pete Benton, Census
Operations Director at
The Office for National
Statistics, said: “The 1921
Census records are a
unique opportunity to
uncover details of how
your family lived and
worked in a period of
massive socio-economic
change in post-World War
One Britain. They give
greater detail than any
previous census and are
eagerly anticipated by
genealogists the world
over. At ONS, we keep
census records under tight
security for 100 years and
we are very much looking
forward to enabling this
invaluable source of history
to be made available to the
public in January 2022.”
Collections previously
digitised by Findmypast in
association with The
National Archives include
the 1939 Register,
Prisoners of War 1715 to
1945, Easter Rising &
Ireland under martial law
1916-1921, Crime, Prisons
and Punishment; outbound
passenger lists; British
Army Service records;
Merchant Navy Seamen’s
records; Maritime Birth,
Marriage and Death
indexes; and the 1911
Census.
For more information,
please
visit: https://www.findmypa
st.co.uk/1921-census
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Exploring the wider
story
Are you a family historian,
or are you a namegrabber? The latter seem
hell-bent on adding names
to a tree with no
understanding of the
individuals involved, their
lives, or offering any
explanation as to why
some parts of their tree
don’t actually work! Family
historians revel in putting
flesh on old bare bones –
understanding what made
their forebears “tick”, why
they moved, how they met
marriage partners and so
forth. For the Victorian era
there is a wealth of
material to broaden our
understanding of life back
then. Let’s explore a few
ideas…

Entrance to Atherstone Sheepy Road cemetery

but if that local to your
family has surviving
magazines, they are worth
their weight in gold for
understanding people,
religion and place. Some
nonconformist chapels
hold copies of their
magazines.

Newspapers: Online and
often locally on microfilm in
libraries, old newspapers
are fascinating. Your
forebears may not have
merited any mention in the
reports of quarter sessions
or even in the “hatches,
matches and despatches”,
but the paper will provide a
good read, plenty of
diversion, and vast
information on what was
going on in the locality at a
point of time. You really
can imagine the
conversations of the time
over a particular incident or
event! Newspapers often
recorded full details of
court cases, and of
coroner’s courts, too.

Certificates: Copies of
birth, marriage and death
certificates give us clues
about the lives of our
forebears. They give
addresses – or at least a
place – and from this you
can find that place on a
map; names you can use
to find them in other
sources; and on some we
get occupations. A little
delving, Google is a good
starting point if you don’t
have relevant books on the
shelf, will explain a cause
of death or what a
particular occupation
involved. And the latter
may actually link to the
cause of death! If a death
took place away from the
family parish, consider
where the burial may have
happened.

Church or chapel
magazines: There is not a
good survival rate of these,

Parish registers: Although
a marriage certificate is (or
should be!) the same as
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the details of any marriage
recorded after 1837 in the
church, you can find added
information on baptism or
burial entries. Be aware
that some ministers treated
all the working members of
their flock as being
“labourer” even if they
were running their own,
manual, one-man
business. An added
comment in a register can
unlock a story! You may
find a burial “by order of
the coroner” which will lead
you to records of the
coroner’s court or reports
of it in newspapers.

Praying for inspiration
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Municipal burials: Often
we grumble because a
burial “isn’t in the church
register”. But if that is the
case, it has to be
somewhere – and before
the advent of public
cemeteries, there were few
places that had burial
grounds other than the
Church of England. From
the 1860s onwards that
burial could be a nearby
municipal cemetery.
Check the dates when
local public cemeteries
were created; those for
north Warwickshire area
are:
Name
Date
#
Atherstone Sheepy Rd
1870
Bedworth Coventry Rd~ 1874
Glascote
1874
Oaston Road ~
1875
Wilnecote Old
1875
Wigginton
1876
Sutton Coldfield
1881
Attleborough ~
1893
Coleshill
1893
Bucks Hill ~
1913
Amington
1914
Wilnecote New
1935
#
Marston Lane
1952
Transcribed registers published
by NNWFHS.
~ Scanned images published by
NNWFHS.

There are also public
cemeteries nearby: Rugby
(from 1861) and Coventry
(from 1847).
Cremation became lawful
in Britain in 1902 when
crematoria were already
operation. Birmingham &
Solihull Crematoria were
operating by early 1900s.
Others in the area are
relatively “modern”.
Nonconformists: The
municipal burial registers
frequently record the name
of the minister presiding
over the burial, plus some

cemeteries have separate
areas for various faiths.
You may find your “lost
soul” was a member of one
of the many nonconformist
faiths – and that may lead
to records for that chapel
or church. Another source
for “chapels” is the trade
directory which will identify
what places of worship
were in a local place:
mention of a particular
“chapel” may help if you
have found nothing in the
Church of England
register. In 1851 there was
a Religious Census when
all religious premises were
required to make returns –
that for Warwickshire has
been published by the
Dugdale Society (reference
copies available in some
libraries).
Census: The census is a
key source for Victorian
records but those for 18411901 are technically
secondary sources. We
however use them as
primary, but never forget
that these are copies made
by the local census
enumerator. There is
frequent evidence of
enumerator-error which
may be due to inability to
clearly decipher what was
on the original return,
misunderstanding what
was spoken to them by
someone unable to write,
or them applying “superior
knowledge” and changing
a name, place or
occupation to what they felt
it should be! Although
enumerators were charged
with including the skill-level
of artisan workers [i.e.
apprentice, journeyman,
master] often they did not.
The census also did a
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great disservice to the
agricultural workforce: all
those employed in
agriculture were
enumerated as “ag lab”
regardless of the level of
their skill, so your skilled
ploughman may be
recorded in the census
simply as “ag lab”.
Trades: From the above
sources you know the
place and probably an
occupation for your
forebear. Use historical
directories (many are on
line) to investigate the area
your forebears were living
in. You will find who was
the local baker, blacksmith,
wheelwright, grocer,
carpenter, etc., and the
latter was likely to be the
coffin maker (undertakers
are a relatively modern
invention!). The trades
listed may not be those of
your family, but these are
the tradespeople your
forebears would have
known, possibly worked
for, or used services of –
you may discover a link to
one of those named.
Directories also include
information on mining and
quarries – which may lead
you to the employer of your
forebears.
Estates: Identifying if there
was a major landed estate
in the area can provide
fruitful research, trade
directories can provide a
lead. A relevant number of
estates have deposited
records, for example the
Ansley Hall estate records
are now at the
Shakespeare Birthplace
Trust Record Office in
Stratford. Within these
records you may find
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information on rental of
cottages, access to a well
or water pump, letting of
farms and, of course,
employment of gardeners,
butlers, servants…did your
gamekeeper work on that
estate? It really can be
worthwhile reading through
a pile of old papers! The
online catalogue for The
National Archives is a good
starting point for your
search using keywords – it
will tell you which local
record office holds the
records, and it is not
always the county RO you
expect.
Transport: Use a trade
directory and look for
“carriers”. These services
took goods into the local
towns – and brought other
materials back to rural
areas. Some would also
take the occasional paying
passenger but you may
find that a place your
forebears lived had a
regular passenger service
to a major town often
operating on market days
[perhaps explaining how x
met y!], had a train station
or wharf on the canal.
These small facts can
produce a Eureka!
moment.
Education: While looking
at the trade directories,
look also for schools,
teachers and masters.
Remember that many of
the nonconformist chapels
had a “school”, This was
not necessarily just a
Sunday school for children,
but frequently provided
basic education for adults,

too - you needed to be
able to read your bible!
Maps: NNWFHS has just
published a most useful
book of maps for its
working area [see back
cover] Your forebears likely
ranged far and wide. You
will find the online maps of
immense help in working
out who lived where, and
occasionally when looking
at a contemporary map,
you can work out why they
moved in one direction and
not the other (perhaps a
major river with no bridging
point). OS maps also
show places of worship –
but not the denomination of
each place: more than one
place of worship and you
can then use other sources
to work out how many
options there were for your
forebears.
Finally, the Victorian Web
is awash with articles on
every aspect of life –
excellent material for
writing the story of your
family in the era.
Always explore the what,
how, why… as it can
produce immeasurable
understanding of your
family in its own time and
place.
Some online sources: [£
indicates subscription
required]
British Newspaper Archive
£:
www.britishnewspaperarch
ive.co.uk also
www.findmypast.co.uk/
Birth, marriage & death
certificates:
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www.freeBMD.org.uk also
indexes on main
subscription sites.
General Register Office [£
to order]:
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/conten
t/certificates/
Parish registers online £:
The Genealogist, Find My
Past, Ancestry and also
some holdings have their
own websites for access –
Google using county
and/or parish name.
Municipal cemetery
registers online £:
www.deceasedonline.com/
Birmingham municipal
burials £:
www.birmingham.gov.uk/in
fo/50164/family_history_re
search/1562/tracing_a_buri
al/3
Old occupations:
http://rmhh.co.uk/occup/ind
ex.html and others
Causes of death/illness:
www.familysearch.org/wiki/
en/England,_Diseases_an
d_Causes_of_Death_(Nati
onal_Institute)
Census:
www.freecen.org.uk Also
£: Find My Past, The
Genealogist, etc.
Trade directories:
http://specialcollections.le.
ac.uk/digital/collection/p16
445coll4
Old maps:
https://maps.nls.uk/
The National Archives
online catalogue:
https://discovery.nationalar
chives.gov.uk/
Articles relating to all
aspects of the Victorian
era:
http://www.victorianweb.or
g/
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A solitary man…
Thomas Blakesley
DOWELL – TBD – is not
formally attached to the
family tree but was first
sighted in 1869 when he
was a witness to a family
marriage. In 1871,
another family member
named her son Thomas
Blakesley. TBD seemed
part of the inner family –
but how did he fit?
Searching the 1871 and
1881 census for my gtx3
gran, Mary, had been
tedious. She remains
“lost” in 1871, but
eventually a search for
her son in 1881 led to her
recorded as “Mrs Mary
Dowell” and she is living
at Lichfield Road,
Aston. How has gtx3
gran become Mrs
Dowell…and anyway, she
died in 1898 at Mrs Mary
JEFFERIES. The plot
thickens, doesn’t it?
Who was TBD? Put
Thomas Blakesley
DOWELL into FreeBMD
and up comes his 1888
death, aged 64 years. It
was registered in the
Aston district. There is a
baptism in Hinckley St
Mary 23rd April 1824 to
Thomas and Elizabeth.

Searches in the census
produced mixed results –
Thomas DOWELLs are a
plenty, but over the years,
picking at a bit here and
there, a story evolved. In
1871 a Thomas DOWELL
born at Hinckley is
residing at Lichfield Road,
Aston – seemingly living
alone – married, aged 47
and “retired farmer”. This
is the same place as
Mary was living a decade
later as Mrs Dowell when
TBD was in Islington,
London visiting his
married sister… TBD and
Mary never appear on
public records together,
but the evidence points to
them living as man and
wife.
A rummage in
newspapers online found
some tempting
pieces. An advertisement
in 1852 showed Thomas
Blakesley DOWELL
(named in full) taking over
the commercial Ram Inn,
in Hinckley; the Leicester
Chronicle records the
licence being transferred
from TBD in 1854. In
1870 TBD appeared at
the Leicestershire
Assizes giving evidence
that he had worked for a
man from 1844-1848:

TBD describes himself as
having been a ‘draper
and farmer, now out of
business’. Was he one of
the two men employed by
Mary in 1861 to help her
keep the farm going when
she was widowed?
Mary’s son, Charles, was
living with her in 1881:
later that decade he was
committed to Hatton
Asylum and it is on those
committal papers that
TBD appears as “living
with him” (i.e. Charles)
and Mary is also on those
documents – as Charles
lived with her.
So TBD appears to have
been Mary’s “toy boy” –
he was eight years her
junior! They lived as man
and wife.
TBD died on 29 April
1888 and is buried in Key
Hill Cemetery,
Birmingham – a
nonconformist burial
ground. He had not
made a will and probate
administration was
therefore granted to his
next of kin – his sister in
London. On the probate
TBD is “bachelor” and
“gentleman”.

Membership matters by Shirley Beaumont
Many thanks to everyone
for renewing their
membership for 20182019. Time goes so fast
when we are all so busy
with our research and we
are now approaching
membership renewal time
again! The membership
expiry date is 31st August.

The renewal form is
enclosed with your
Journal, or you can renew
online via our website.
I have listened to
feedback from members
and this has resulted in a
few changes to the
renewal/membership
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form, hopefully to make it
clearer and easier.
People who join can
purchase the FHSonline
vouchers for £10, giving
them access to the online
Parish Register
transcriptions for our
area.
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The consent to share
and to contact section of
the form is very important
for GDPR (General Data
Protection Regulations)
law and also for your
convenience and
security. If you do not
wish to share your
contact details on the
members’ interest section
then you can get in touch
with other members
researching your stated
names by contacting me.
If you wish to share
specific contact details
with other members then
please tick your chosen
boxes in the column
headed “ I give consent
to share with other
members my:” The
second column is

headed: ” I give consent
hesitate to contact me if
for committee to
you have any questions.
contact me using:”.
My society email is
Ticking the box for email
shirley.nuneatonfhs@gm
means that I can send
ail.com
you the monthly updates
with special offers, brief
I enjoy receiving emails
meeting reports and other
from members on a wide
things of interest. Also
range of topics. These
you can indicate consent
contacts are very
for contact by phone
welcome and much
(very rarely needed) and
appreciated. Please keep
by letter, especially
it up!
needed if you do not have
Shirley Beaumont
email. The GDPR
Membership Secretary
legislation does not
interfere with our sending
your journals by post or
New Members
email as when you join
this is one of the benefits
of membership that
comes with your
Andrea
Harding
payment. I hope that you Gillian
Garnham
find this explanation
Carolyne
Langley
helpful. Please do not
Alison
Walker

This postcard of Weston Hall, Weston in Arden, Bulkington was posted in 1911. It
is now a hotel but was then a private house. Do you have any connection to it?
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New and revised NNWFHS publications
Maps of North Warwickshire for the Family & Local Historian
this new A4 format booklet has a carefully selected range of maps
from several centuries, gazetteers, civil registration information
and more. An essential for north Warwickshire research. A
protective plastic cover is also available (add on 50p). £4 [£3.20
to members]. [UK p&p £1.20]

My First Family Tree Record Book is based on a template
provided by the Federation of Family History Societies, A5 size.
Although aimed at younger persons (buy for your younger
generations!) it is a good starter for those “thinking about” starting
out on their voyage of discovery. It makes an ideal gift to
encourage a friend to get cracking on their research. £1.50 [£1.00
to members]. [UK p&p £1.00]

Putting Your Ancestors in the Right Place! Also A5 format
includes sections on place/parish, chronological development of all
registers, and information on the parishes and workhouses of north
Warwickshire. Use with the maps and following item to enhance
your north Warwickshire kit!
A bargain at £2.50 [£2.00 to members]. [UK p&p £1.00]

What is Where for North Warwickshire Church of England
Parishes plus Municipal Burial Grounds is a new version for
2019. Civil registration has been moved to the maps book. This
version was updated with holdings of deposited parish registers
and Bishop’s Transcripts. It includes known opening dates for
municipal burial grounds – which may explain why you cannot find
churchyard burials! £3 [£2.50 for members]. [UK p&p £1.00]

The Ultimate Portable Family History Record Book exactly what
it says it is – and a popular seller! A4 layout with an A3 centre-fold
chart to gt-gt-gt grandparents, all linked to page numbers. It truly is
the ultimate way to record your research. One member, on
copying material to the book from a computer database found
many lose ends to tie down. When the gizmo has no signal, or you
need to demonstrate findings to older relatives and friends not
accustomed to small screen displays, this is the perfect solution.
There is an optional plastic book cover to protect your volume –
add on 50p. £5 [£3.50 to members]. [UK p&p £2.00]
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