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Following our move to new premises at Attleborough Baptist we thought it would be a good
idea to explore our nonconformist ancestors, so in this issue you will find a number of
articles on that theme. The various nonconformist movements arose at a time when the
working man was beginning to think of education and self improvement, but when he went
to church on Sunday he was reminded by sermons and hymns such as The rich man in his castle,
The poor man at his gate,
God made them high and lowly,
And ordered their estate.
that the church (sometimes known as the Tory Party at prayer) frowned upon this
dangerous egalitarian stuff and he, or she, should know their place. Hardly surprising that
that various flavours of nonconformatism found fertile ground for recruits and many families
flirted with what was seen as a more acceptable and egalitarian movement than the
established Church of England.
Also in this issue, the bulk of our WWI War Memorial project is now on our website for all to
see. Take a look and see if any of your family are there.
JAP
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The Secretary’s Scribbles
2017 is here - and getting
busy!
Do you fancy visiting
WDYTYA Live at the
NEC? We need helpers,
please, for 6-8 April.
Admission ticket
provided. You do not
need encyclopaedic
knowledge! All we ask is
a friendly approach to
visitors with north
Warwickshire
connections, inclination to
encourage them to join
and participate in our
Society, and to sell CDs.
Contact Jacqui as soon
as possible, please. We
hope to have three
volunteers on duty at any
one time, so time for you
to look around. The
previous events have
been busy, interesting
and rewarding.
Shortly after writing this,
we commence the new
Help Desk at Nuneaton
Library. Members and
non-members are
welcome to come along
on the fourth Wednesday
each month, except
December. Nuneaton
Library holds the local
studies collection for
the entire county – well
worth exploring what they
have that may help you
with your research, be it
family or other local
history topic. The
collection includes some
printed materials beyond
Warwickshire. Elsewhere
are details of behind-thescenes visits – booking

essential – but an
excellent opportunity for
those able to travel to
Nuneaton.
The first meetings at our
new venue have been
well received. I have
been exploring the lives
of the early
pastors/ministers. They
moved frequently and
some are proving to be
somewhat “slippery”.
Resolution may require a
trip to Regent’s Park
College, Oxford where
the records of the Baptist
Union are held. This
research has included
some interesting sources
and resources. You are
constantly learning with
family history!
Calling all members who
live in north
Warwickshire: if your
church, chapel or village
committee is having a
local festival, open day
or heritage event do
please enquire if they
would like a family history
display/presence and
contact John or Jacqui.
We will attend where we
can.
Recently a war memorial
needed to be
photographed. The vicar
of some years had
assured Celia it was in
the churchyard… Not a
sign of it outdoors, only
CWGC headstones. A
meeting was ending in
the nearby church hall so
I spoke to the ladies in
the kitchen who
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confirmed the memorial
was inside the
church…they pointed me
to a very helpful man with
a key. The distinctive,
large War Memorial faces
you when you enter the
church – it hits you in the
eye! As Celia
commented, what sort of
vicar doesn’t know the
war memorial is in his
church?
Talking “clerical errors”,
try a church scribe who
wrote ‘sort of
phonetically’!! The mid1700s register at Nether
Whitacre has some
exceedingly strange
names…so the Bishop’s
Transcripts were used
though unfortunately they
do not cover all the
affected years. Those
that do exist were
thankfully in a different
hand: HORLH was HALL,
Gan was Jane…and on it
went! Oh dear me!
NNWFHS transcripts will
include the “translation”
where possible.
I was unravelling two
same-surname
individuals of different
generations on a friend’s
tree. John BOWMAN
turned out to be both her
gtx2 and gtx3
grandfather! The No
Man’s Heath
transcriptions (the CD is
only place you will find all
these registers together!)
proved invaluable in later
generations – as did the
Leicestershire registers
now available on Find My
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Past. On the same tree is
a branch originating in
Cornwall at turn of
1800s…with some dodgy
published trees easily
booted into touch using
reliable material online!!

If you have any roots in
Orkney and want
anything looking up or
photographing, let me
know: I will be there for a
few days in late April.

Where will your research
take you this year?
Jacqui

Warwickshire Record Office some recent Archive Accessions
[CR4724] Nuneaton and
Atherstone
Methodist Circuit:
Bedworth (Mill Street)
Methodist Church: deeds,
1839 & 1872;
Chilvers Coton Wesleyan
Methodist
Church: registers of
baptisms 1906-1946,

1964-2004, Sunday
School minute books,
1923-1966; Hartshill
Wesleyan Methodist
Church: miscellaneous
19th cent.documents,
quinquennial report,
2010;
Nuneaton Queens Road
Methodist Church,

register of baptisms,
1941-1985
Rob Eyre
Senior Archivist

Religion - Food for Thought
In the early 1800s, the
urbanisation of the
countryside and the
increase in population led
to parish Churches in the
growing towns having
insufficient pews to
accommodate the
congregations.
Parliament granted £1m
[over £65m in today’s
terms] towards the
building of more
Churches - Church of
England only.
In 1824 a further £0.5m
was granted – around the
time that St Paul’s,
Stockingford was built.
Those congregations
wishing to build a place of
worship for any other sect
had to raise the finance
themselves; they must
have greatly resented
Parliament’s “gift” to the
Established Church, but
they owned their chapel.

In 1851 there was
another census
conducted – the Religious
Census. Every place of
worship, Church of
England included, was
enumerated on Sunday
30 March. The
enumerator was required
to give information on the
places of worship in each
parish, the number of
sittings at each, and the
attendances. It showed
that about one half of the
adult British population
attended church on a
Sunday, lower than we,
today, would perhaps
expect for that era. In a
future Journal we will
investigate the statistics
for the NNWFHS area,
but for now, consider
which religion may have
attracted your forebears.
What is “nonconformity”?
To quote the online
Victoria County History:
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The earliest Dissenting
groups, firmly
established by the late
seventeenth century,
were the Friends or
Quakers, the Baptists,
the Presbyterians, and
the Independents
(later
Congregationalists). …
During the nineteenth
century nonconformity
(by then the preferred
term) became an
important issue in
public life, fuelling
debates about funding
of education and
Disestablishment of
the Anglican Church.
Its influence varied
greatly both regionally
and locally, with some
town corporations,
particularly in industrial
areas and even some
rural villages
dominated by
nonconformity for
much of the century.
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Nonconformity covers
every religion that was
not Church of England.
When studying years
ago, my tutors remarked
that my farming
background meant my
family would be tied to
one piece of land and
staunchly C of E. My
farmer-forebears, like
many others, were
tenants, frequently
moving from farm to farm,
or estate to estate, for
better land or more land,
or even lower rents.
Those in one area of
Cheshire were
nonconformist and one
year found their annual
farm tenancies not
renewed by their landlord
due to their religiosity;
there was no security for
farm tenants until the
1930s! Many of those
affected moved to
Warwickshire and I am
talking dozens of families
– some bringing their
farm workers, too. So
they were not tied to one
piece of land nor were
they staunchly
Established Church: end
of generalisations – each
of our families is unique!
While farming families
may well have resented
the tithe system which
required them to provide
the rector with prescribed
amounts of produce, their
farm workers and others
living in the rural or urban
community likely
preferred the open
attitude of the
nonconformist chapel
where individuals were
treated as individuals and
the congregation was not

Jesus Saves - Kingsbury April 1919

at behest of a vicar who
was likely regarded as
part of the “squire-archy”!
Put yourself in early
1800s... along comes a
preacher in the local
community, a room is
licensed and you hear an
orator offering you
redemption … opportunity
… he (or she, as women
were often involved with
early nonconformist
movements) inspired the
locals, gained a following
and eventually a chapel is
created; its “colour” may
change over the years as
one sect divided, or two
joined. The
nonconformist
congregation ran its own
affairs, raised money,
invited guest preachers
and engaged or fired its
ministers. They also fell
out amongst themselves
– “seceded” appears
often in histories of local
nonconformist groups.
In north Warwickshire
there were chapels in a
number of the villages
and the towns, many of
which are now closed.
Consider your forebears
and how they may have
reacted to the
“opportunities” preached
by some sects. Did they
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see the light and undergo
conversion? Were they
influenced by Ranters,
Tractarians, Methodists
(Wesleyan, Primitive,
New Connexion…and
more), Calvanists,
Baptists,
Congregationalists,
Independents…the list
goes on! Pick up a copy
of Scenes of Clerical Life
by George Eliot – three
short stories involving
evangelicalism and
nonconformity that draw
on her experiences in
north Warwickshire.
Interestingly, years ago, I
used the records of Wade
Street Congregational
Chapel in Lichfield and
inside the cover of one
book was written a piece
about the treatment of the
congregation as they
made their way to chapel
on a Sunday at end of
eighteenth century –
much as described by
Eliot. Perhaps that is how
your forebears
experienced their
devotions.
After 1837, we have civil
registration recording
births, marriages and
deaths. Marriages had to
be in the Church [see
detailed chronology for
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parish registers in What is
Where… booklet
published by NNWFHS]
until 1837 when the civil
registrar could perform
the ceremony –
occasionally in a local
chapel. From the 1870s,
chapels and chapels-ofease of Church of
England could register
with the civil authorities to
perform marriages.
Burials prior to the
opening of
municipal/public burial
grounds, or privately run
ones, would be at the
Church of England burial
ground except where a
chapel had its own burial
ground but this was not a
frequent occurrence. You
may not find earlier
baptisms (several sects
only did adult baptism)
even if records can be
found for a particular
chapel, but a family may
well have had children
baptised in the Church of
England prior to civil
registration so that they
could prove parentage,
place of birth, etc.; this
was important should
they fall on hard times.
You may be asking why
NNWFHS does not
produce the registers of
the local chapels; you find
them locally available and
we will work on them!
Many are lost; some
chapels were part of
circuits and discovering
which circuit, and when,
is not always
straightforward. Those
nonconformist registers
deposited with The
National Archives are
available on The
Genealogist and possibly

Wolffe, John, (ed) 1995,
Evangelical Faith and
Public Zeal, London, SPCK

other subscription
services; they are well
worth delving into.
Religion is a topic your
forebears would have
hotly debated, and today
it is vital to understanding
their way of life.
Note: in the foregoing
“Church” means parish
Church of England
building; “chapel” is a
church or other place of
nonconformist worship.
JS
Sources and Further
Reading:

www.victoriacountyhistory
.ac.uk/explore/themes/religi
ous-life-andbuildings/nonconformity
Or simply Google and see
what you find! Many
chapels still operating have
websites – some with
interesting histories.
---ooOoo---

A unique war
memorial

Ashby, M.K., 1974, Joseph
Ashby of Tysoe, 18591919, London, The Merlin
Press Limited
Bebbington, D. W., 1989,
Evangelicalism in Modern
Britain: A history from the
1730s to the 1980s,
London, Routledge
Eliot, G., 1985, Scenes of
Clerical Life, Oxford,
Oxford University Press
Livingstone, E.A., 2000,
Concise Dictionary of the
Christian Church, Oxford,
Oxford University Press
McLeod, Hugh, 1996,
Religion and Society in
England 1850-1914,
London, Macmillan Press
Limited
Snell, K.D.M., 1991, Church
and Chapel in the North
Midlands: Religious
Observance in the
Nineteenth Century,
Leicester, Leicester
University Press [does not
include Warwickshire]
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This memorial in
Curdworth church is
fashioned from wooden
propeller blades and the
shaping was done in the
nearby workshop of
Severn Trent by one of
the congregation who
worked there.
See also page 12 for
more information.
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Explore your Nonconformist Forebears:
Baptist Worship in North Warwickshire
Have you any Baptists in
your family? If so, “Deep
Roots, Living Branches – a
History of Baptists in the
English Western Midlands”
by Alan Betteridge will prove
interesting. It is available in
local libraries - members
outside the area should be
able to obtain copy via interlibrary loan services. The
500+ pages are well
indexed by place name, and
by personal names of
leading exponents of the
faith. It does not contain
information on extant
registers but explains the
development of the Baptist
movement within the
“Western Midlands” which
includes most of
Warwickshire.
Places within the NNWFHS
working area with Baptist
meetings or chapels are
listed below. Although a
place may have a known
congregation that does not
mean there was a specific
building: meetings could be
in barns, rooms, etc.
There are contiguous places
that had active Baptist
churches or itinerant
preachers of note, so if your
forebears were near to
Leicestershire or
Staffordshire, look over the
border to investigate! The
meetings at Cow Lane,
Coventry, and at Hinckley,
had considerable influence
on the development of north
Warwickshire Baptists –
check their registers. For
example, John Spooner of
Bedworth, born 1805, and
his siblings, are recorded in
the Cow Lane register in
1819. There are some
Noncomformist Registers
available online from the

holding at The National
Archives – they are
accessible on The
Genealogist and possibly on
other sites, too. Some
registers include maiden
name of child’s mother – in
John Spooner’s case it
confirms his mother was
Martha Drakeford - a few
include father of the mother
– far more informative than
the majority of Church of
England registers!
Prior to opening of municipal
burial places,
noncomformists would often
be buried in local Church of
England burial grounds;
however, also look at
records for major
noncomformist burial
grounds such as Key Hill
Cemetery, Birmingham (on
a guided walk some years
ago I noticed “of Atherstone”
on a gravestone beside the
path), and West Orchard
Cemetery, Coventry which
has many burials – it was
obliterated in WW2 blitz.
Coventry FHS has
commenced photographing
the registers of the latter,
and indexing will be done by
NNWFHS so “watch this
space”. Austrey and
Wolvey Baptist Churches
have small burial grounds –
the latter has no extant
Victorian records though a
few gravestones remain.
“Baptist” here refers to all
strands of the religion –
there were frequent
instances of congregations
dividing and converging…
Zion, Calvanist, Particular,
Strict, General…etc.
Atherstone Preaching
1669. 1850 application
made to commence church
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at Atherstone refused by the
Warwickshire Conference.
Attleborough 1793. 1810
preaching station opened.
1821 Baptist church
opened. Calvanistic Baptists
chapel 1878.
Austrey 1802. First chapel
opened 1819.
Bedworth Founded 1796.
Several strands of Baptist
movement involved – Zion,
General, etc.
Coleshill Preaching station
only 1834.
Harborough Magna &
Parva Sir Egerton Leigh’s
drawing room from 1794.
Hartshill Preaching only
recorded.
Monks Kirby 1813 chapel
opened. Ceased 1939.
Nuneaton 1823-1826.
Manor Court Road 1887;
chapel opened 1898. Abbey
Street chapel earlier.
Pailton chapel opened
1842. Ceased 1939.
Polesworth Started in
warehouse in 1813. Chapel
opened 1828.
Ryton [Bulkington] 1770.
By 1798 “…partly fell down”.
Shilton included people
from Weston, Bulkington,
from 1663. Regular
meetings 1848. Chapel
1867.
Warton 1806. Chapel
opened 1812.
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Whittington [Grendon]
1672. No building.

Wolvey commenced from
Hinckley. Independent 1815.

Withybrook Preaching from
Hinckley then Wolvey.
‘Congregationalists replaced
Baptists c1840’.

Jacqui Simkins
Sources:
“Deep Roots, Living Branches:
A History of Baptists in the
English Western Midlands”,

Alan Betteridge, 2010.
ISBN978-184876-277-0.
Find My Past – Key Hill
Cemetery Records
The Genealogist / BMD
Registers

Nonconformists in Polesworth Dordon and Austrey
Nonconformist religions
were at the height of their
popularity during the 19th
century, especially during
the Victorian era.
Everyone in those days
attended Church or Chapel
at least once, sometimes
more times, on a Sunday
and the children attended
Sunday school.
There were three separate
nonconformists religions in
the village of Polesworth,
Methodists, Baptists and
Congregationalists,
although they did join
together to form the
Sunday School Union.
The Methodist Church in
Polesworth was founded in
1850. Some labourers
working at nearby Thorpe
Hall visited Polesworth and
they brought Methodism
with them. They visited
Polesworth every weekend
during the summer months
when they preached and
sang hymns. Local men
became interested and
joined them in their
services. After the
labourers left the local men
formed the first Methodist
Free Church in the village.
One of those founders was
a man named William
Allbrighton. He was a
baker and had a shop next
door to the Bull’s Head
public house (which is still
there) on Tamworth road.
He was joined by other

members of the Allbrighton
family plus John and
Thomas Deeming and
others.
In 1857 a new chapel was
built on Bridge Street,
actually on the bridge over
the river Anker. Before
that meetings had been
held in private homes or in
a blacksmith shop.
Services continued in this
Victorian Chapel until
January 1939 when a new
Chapel was opened next
to the original one. The
Methodist Chapel closed
its doors on 9th September
1984. The building still
exists.
Before that the Baptists
had built a church in the
Gullett at Polesworth in
1828. This was formed by
a group of local people
getting together. They
originally met in a tithe
barn on the corner of
Potter’s Lane. The Baptist
Congregation would walk
down to the river Anker
where they would be
baptised.

River Anker, Polesworth
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The third nonconformist
Church to be founded in
Polesworth was the
Congregationalists or
Independents as they were
also known. It is believed
that there were
Independents worshipping
in Polesworth as long ago
as the 18th century but
there are no records to
confirm this. It is known,
however, that land and
buildings were acquired for
use of the Independents in
1828 and in 1850 this land
was purchased outright for
use as a Chapel. In the
same year a school room
was added. These
buildings still stand today.
Dordon is a village next
door to Polesworth. For
many years it was part of
the ecclesiastical parish of
Polesworth and still comes
within the civil parish of
Polesworth. Although the
people of Dordon did not
have their own parish
church they did have their
own nonconformist
churches. The earliest one
was the Methodists. In
1866 the first worship in
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Dordon was held in a
cottage in Dunns Lane
known as the Meeting
House. From this the
Methodist Church grew
and funds were raised to
build a small chapel. A
local brick works owner
called John Ross gave a
plot of land in Church
Road for this. Then in 1882
a new larger building was
erected next to the original
one and this became the
United Methodist Free
Church. The Methodist
Chapel was at the heart of
the community for many
years until it finally closed
and the Chapel
demolished a few years
ago.
The Congregational
Chapel was not formed
until 1906. Services were
at first held in the local
Council School in New
Street, Dordon, when the
Rev John F Houghton who
was the minister of
Polesworth and Baddesley
Ensor Congregational
Churches presided. In
1907 a plot of land was
bought at the bottom of
Long Street and in the
following year a new
Congregational Church
was built.
For the next three years
the Rev Houghton
continued to minister at
Dordon as well as
Polesworth and Baddesley
Ensor. He left in 1911 and
the Church was without a
minister until 1916. It was
during this time that the
Church became involved
with the Wilnecote Group
of Congregational
Churches.

The Church later suffered
financial difficulties and
closed in 1920. It reopened in 1922 thanks to
the efforts of eleven of its
members. Since then it
has been a major part in
the village life of Dordon
and continues to be so.
Austrey, a pretty village
situated at the northern tip
of north Warwickshire has
now celebrated 200 years
of the Baptist Church. In
1802 Mr John Barnes of
Austrey attended a service
at Packington where he
was converted to the
Christian faith by the Rev J
Goady. He was baptised
in May of that year and on
the following Sunday
opened his large “WoolRoom“ for services and the
Rev Goady came to
preach.
The “Wool-Room” was
licensed as a place of
worship and so began the
Baptist Cause in Austrey,
although until 1808 it was
part of the Packington and
Ashby Baptist Church. On
7th August 1808 the Baptist
Church at Austrey was
founded with 15 members.
In 1819 the building of the
present Chapel was
completed using bricks
manufactured at the
Austrey brickworks. It was
extended in the 19th
century and is still in use
today.
Since 1837 baptismal
registers, have been kept
by nonconformist chapels.
Some are at Warwick
County Record Office,
some may be in private
hands and some may still
be at the chapel itself.
Although they are similar

8

to the Anglican ones, they
often contain additional
information. Some record
the date of birth as well as
the date of baptism and
also the maiden name of
the mother.
The holding of marriages
in nonconformist chapels
was also legalised in 1837.
The local civil registrar had
to attend and the marriage
was recorded in the
register kept at the local
Register Office. However
the law was changed and
from 1899 onwards
noncomformist marriages
could be performed by
ministers in licensed
chapels without the
presence of a registrar and
from then on individual
chapels kept their own
marriage registers. Where
a chapel was not licensed
a registrar still had to
attend and this is still the
case today. Again as with
baptismal registers, some
are at the Record Offices
and some at the individual
chapel.
Some chapels may not
have any burial records at
all because only a few had
their own burial ground
attached to the chapel. In
that case burials took
place in the churchyard of
the local parish church
following a service at the
chapel. Therefore these
burials will be found in the
burial register of the parish
church.
Celia Parton
Sources used.
A new look at Polesworth History by
Jean Wood
Old Polesworth Vol2 by Jean Wood
Dordon and the days gone by by Tony
Wardell
www.austrey.co.uk
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Attleborough Baptist Church – The Beginning
Now that NNWFHS has
moved its meeting place
to the Attleborough
Baptist Church, we felt
some “family history
research” of its earlier
pastors and ministers
was appropriate,
including where else they
served in their ministry.
In this and future editions
of the Journal we will
explore the life timelines
for seven ministers in
addition to this article
about a renowned Baptist
who was much involved
in the establishment of
Attleborough.
Life Story Timelines:
Rev. Francis FRANKLIN Instrumental in the
foundation of
Attleborough Baptist
Church
In “Deep Roots – Living
Branches” Betteridge
advises that the Baptist
teachings were first
brought to Attleborough in
1793 by James Aston
who was assistant pastor
at Cow Lane, Coventry
and “energetic in itinerant
preaching”. However,
Francis Franklin is
regarded by many as key
in the establishment of
the movement in
Attleborough.
Francis was minister at
Cow Lane, Coventry for
some 54 years through to
his death in 1852. In his
book on Baptists of the
Western Midlands,
Betteridge tells of Francis’
move to Oxford as an

apprentice and his
conversion with
subsequent baptism,
along with his training.
Francis was influential in
the establishment of
several Baptist churches
in Warwickshire and
particularly at
Attleborough, although he
was never its pastor. The
Attleborough Baptist
Church history comments
of Francis “…a name
honourable in both
Baptist and commercial
circles in Coventry”.
Francis had received into
the Church at Cow Lane
in 1819, a 14-year-old
John SPOONER who
became first pastor
appointed at
Attleborough. Francis
may well have been the
mentor who called John
to the cause and was
perhaps responsible for
his protégé returning from
pastorship in Yorkshire to
take on the establishment
of Attleborough as an
independent Baptist
church.
Francis FRANKLIN,
according to the 1851
census, was born in
Mursley,
Buckinghamshire. A
commemorative stone
[photograph on the
Queen’s Road Church
website] gives his date of
birth. The “Visitations”
give him as being the
youngest son of ‘William
FRANKLIN of Mursley
and Mary his wife’.
Francis’ wife, Rebecca,
nee DYER, was born in
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Hampshire - she is an
older sister of Rev. John
DYER, the first full-time
secretary of the Baptist
Missionary Society: their
father James DYER was
a Particular Baptist
pastor, and their mother
was Sarah BARTON.
Francis and Rebecca had
10 children whose births
are recorded in the Cow
Lane Baptist Church
register:
Mary: born 5 Aug 1800;
died 4 Dec 1867.
Teacher. Did not marry.
Sarah Barton: 5 Jul
1802; died 23 Sep 1890.
Married 16 Apr 1824
John HINE, Union Bank
cashier, Coventry,
Rebekah or Rebecca:
30 Nov 1803; died 29
May 1893. Teacher. Did
not marry.
Eliza: 13 July 1805; died
in India 9 Apr 1826.
Went to India 1823.
Married Andrew LESLIE,
Oct 1823, Coventry.
Missionary, he died
Calcutta 24 Jul 1870.
James Dyer: 21 May
1807; died 23 May 1827
at Baptist Academy,
Bristol.
William: 30 Dec 1808,
died 5 Jan 1885 # at
Coventry. Ribbon
manufacturer.
Married 13 Jan 1832
Mary DOLBEY.
Francis Carey: 6 Jan
1811, died 21 Nov 1825
[date as in Cow Lane
register]
George Barton (1): 21
Jul 1812; died 30 July
aged 9 days.
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George Barton: 11 Feb
1815; died 11 Jun 1893
at Knighton, Leicester.
Teacher.
Married 22 Jun 1841
Elizabeth COOPER of
Newark, at Leicester.
Sophia: born 15 May
1818; died 21 Sep 1820.
Their son William, a
ribbon manufacturer with
a factory and warehouse
employing almost 200
men, women and children
in 1871, was much
involved with the Baptist
movement in Coventry: in
the 1860s he purchased
land for a group seceded
from Cow Lane.
The Franklin family
placed considerable
importance on education
– including that of girls.
Some writings suggest
that Francis, as a married
man, struggled to make
ends meet on his £40
stipend, yet he was able
to ensure his children had
a good education,
including attendance at
colleges. His daughter,
Rebekah, spent time
studying in Paris and was
regarded as one of the
cleverest women in
Warwickshire. Her
French accent was said
to be ‘very pleasing’. His
son George attended
Coventry Grammar
School and then college
in Aberdeen. Eliza, who
was only 18 years of age
when she went to India
with her Baptist
Missionary husband, was
adept at languages
according to her
husband’s writing.

The George Eliot
Connection:
Two of Francis’ children,
Mary & Rebekah, ran a
school in Coventry
following Baptist
principles. This gained a
reputation for its quality of
teaching…and it was for
girls. The School evolved
and moved, becoming a
school for gentlewomen,
Nant Glyn in Coventry,
reputedly one of the best
boarding schools in the
Midlands and which
attracted girls from as far
away as America. These
are the “Misses Franklin”
who educated Mary Ann
EVANS (George Eliot)
from when she was 13
until she had to leave due
to the illness of her
mother. It is often said
that Mary Ann spent
many hours debating
religion with Rebekah. A
friendship between them
continued for some years
through correspondence.
At least one memoir
regards the Misses
Franklin as being the
instigators of Mary Ann’s
“fall into infidelity”!
However, the Franklins
introduced Mary Anne to
John SIBREE,
IndependentCongregational minister,
and attempted to return
her to noncomformist
beliefs when she
renounced all religion.
George Eliot, well known
for modelling her
characters on people she
knew, is widely believed
to have used Francis as
the base for the
noncomformist minister,
Rufus Lyon, in Felix Holt
[published 1866]. It is
also believed that Dinah
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Morris’ sermon in Adam
Bede is based on what
she learned from her
teacher, Rebekah.
1772 Born on 9th
December, in Mursley,
Buckinghamshire
1787 Moved to Oxford
as apprentice cabinet &
chair maker
1793 Baptised by
James Hinton: at some
period between 1793 &
1798 Francis attended
the Bristol Baptist College
1798 Francis came to
Cow Lane for 5 weeks on
27th December, extended
to 3 months…then he
was elected as co-pastor
with John
BUTTERWORTH.
1799 11th June
ordained at Cow Lane.
Marries Rebecca DYER
5th November [as on
Visitations; 1st November
on indexed records of
Hampshire] at Nether
Wallop
1803 Francis becomes
sole minister at Cow Lane
on death of John
BUTTERWORTH
1809 Francis was one
of signatories on
application to licence
Baptist place of worship
in Bourton-on-Dunsmore.
1810 Baptist preaching
station opened in
Attleborough
1811 Francis was
signatory on application
to licence Baptist place of
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worship at Ryton-onDunsmore
1814 Francis was a
signatory on application
to licence Baptist place of
worship at Southam.
1819 Application for
licence for a ‘protestant
chapel at Attleborough’ –
Baptists built the ‘first in
the village’ *
1821 Baptist chapel is
opened at Attleborough –
Francis preached at the
opening, as also did
Independent Minister,
John Sibree. The
congregation relied on
visiting preachers until
1840.
1823 10th October at
Ansty, Francis signs
marriage bond for his
daughter Eliza, a minor,
to marry. She marries at
St Michael’s, Coventry.
1826 9th April, his
daughter Eliza dies of
cholera in India
1826 John SPOONER
called to the ministry at
Cow Lane
1827 Coventry Herald
25th May: reported death
at Bristol of his son
James after a “severe
illness”. Gentleman’s
Magazine confirmed
James was attending the
Baptist Academy, Bristol.
1830s Mary Ann EVANS
became known to the
FRANKLIN family
1840 John SPOONER
becomes first pastor at
Attleborough

1841 Coventry
Standard 29 January,
Francis was proposer of a
motion for relief of
distressed artisans in the
city
.
1841 Census: Francis is
living in Hertford Terrace,
North Side, Coventry
along with Rebecca both
aged 65.
1851 Census: 17
Hertford Terrace. Francis
is a 78-year-old Baptist
Minister of Cow Lane and
his wife Rebecca, who
was born in Whitchurch,
Hampshire. Their
married son, George, 36,
schoolmaster, is also in
the household along with
a house-servant.

Wm Ward. Nothing to
confirm if Baptist.
# William FRANKLIN’s
will probated 18 August
1885: £5,404.
Sources:












1852 12th November
died “after a short
illness…54 years a
minister in Coventry”
reported in Leamington
Courier 13th November.
No will found probated.
1852 Funeral service on
19th November at Cow
Lane Baptist Church with
oration given by John
SIBREE, Independent
Minister (later published)
1855 His widow,
Rebecca, dies while
visiting her son, George,
at Leicester 26th
September – Coventry
Standard. Her Will
proved London 20 Nov.
* Signatories on the
licence application: John
Payne; John Gadsby;
Wm Armson; Benjamin
Copson; Thos Drakeford;
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Attleborough Baptist
Church website
history
Angus Library, Oxford
British Newspaper
Archive
George Eliot
Fellowship website
Census: The
Genealogist / Find My
Past
Cow Lane Register on
The Genealogist
Register of Births at
the Particular Baptist
Chapel In Devizes:
The Genealogist
Queens Road
(Coventry) Baptist
church website
“George Eliot – The
Last Victorian”Kathryn Hughes
The Vision of the
Heavenly World” Andrew Leslie, Baptist
Magazine 1828.
•Lichfield Record
Office: applications to
licence places of
noncomformist
worship B/A/12/ii
[indexed and
published by
NNWFHS]
“Deep Roots Living
Branches: A History of
Baptists in the English
Western Midlands” Alan Betteridge 2010
Victoria County
History - Coventry
Online Visitations of
England & Wales, Vol.
17 – Joseph Jackson
Howard [tree starts
with Francis – possibly
commissioned by one
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of his sons/grandsons
– some dates vary to
those found in other
documents]
Marriage licence bond
10 Oct 1823 issued

Ansty for marriage of
18-year old Eliza
FRANKLIN to Rev.
Andrew LESLIE of
Edinburgh [Lichfield RO]

WWI aviators in Curdworth
Prior to 1931 Castle
Bromwich aerodrome
was in Curdworth parish.
It was established early in
the history of aviation and
saw the first aeroplane to
fly into the Birmingham
area in 1909. At first the
home of the Midland Aero
Club it was requisitioned
at the start of WWI for
use by the Royal Flying
Corps. It was a training
base, but also flew
operational sorties.
Aviation was a new and
developing science and
accidents happened,
whether due to
mechanical failure, pilot
error or both. As a
consequence a number
of pilots were killed and
some were buried in
Curdworth churchyard.
There are five
headstones for 2nd Lt LESLIE MORLEY
FLETCHER DIED
5/7/1917 AGED 19
Lieutenant JOHN CYRIL
HODGES DIED
17/9/1916 AGED 19.
2nd Lt CONRAD
WILLIAM JACOT DIED
23/7/1917
2nd Lt L SYSON DIED
17/9/1916 AGED 23
Lieutenant SYDNEY
WOODROW DIED
23/9/1916 AGED 30.

In the church are two
memorials, one is a
wooden plaque for six
men, five of them also
having headstones
(see above). but one,
Cyril Croft, is buried in
South Cadbury
churchyard Somerset.
The other is a beautiful
cross made from wooden
propellers. This is
dedicated to Sidney
Woodrow (see also
above) who was an
Australian. The
inscription reads - In
memory of Lt Sidney
Woodrow Australian
Flying Corps who died in
an Aeroplane Accident
Sep 23rd 1916
Photographs: Jacqui
Simkins
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North Warwickshire Revealed Through Photographic Postcards
Speaker meeting report by Val Lewis
Following his visit last
year, local author and
historian David Fry
was the speaker at the
February meeting.
Continuing the theme
of Edwardian
photographers, and in
particular the number
of picture postcard
views produced in the
early nineteenth
century and their
popularity, David took
us on an illustrated
tour of the area
stopping off at
churches, pubs and
street scenes etc
along the way.
Starting in Exhall,
including views of the
colliery, we toured
Bedworth via the
Cross Keys and on to
Bulkington, Bramcote,
Wolvey, Shilton and
the race track on what
is now the Rolls Royce
factory at Ansty.
David had taken
modern day views as a
comparison to the old
scenes, [see Cross Keys
on Goodyers End Lane
above right], which led to
quite a lot of lively
discussion!
Nuneaton was the next
stop with interesting
postcards of Coton
Arches and the Bull Ring.
On then to Atherstone,
Baddesley Ensor,
Grendon, Coleshill and
other villages in the north
of the county.

Another postcard that
created lively discussion
was that of the funeral of
the Marchioness of
Hastings (wife of Sir
George Chetwynd of
Grendon Hall) in 1907 at
All Saints Church,
Grendon, this view being
new to members.
David's pictorial tour was
much appreciated by all
who were present.
Although originally
published in great
numbers, many of these
old picture postcards are
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now quite rare and are
increasingly sought after
and expensive to buy. So
look after any that you
may have, they could be
worth a fortune!
Val Lewis
If you have any old
photographs or postcards
of our area the Editor
would be very pleased to
receive scans to add to
our archive of local
pictures.
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Warwickshire Local Studies Collection
Nuneaton Library
FREE Behind-the-scenes visits
Thursday 18th May
10am - or - 11am
Tour lasts about 45 minutes and you visit “the stack” where the public does not tread!
Please email Jacqui immediately - wesimkinsandson@btconnect.com - to book your
place: provide your name, number of people attending, your email address and your phone
number. State which time you prefer. Your email will be acknowledged, and confirmation
provided. If all places are filled, you will be advised.
If you cannot stand for that length of time but would like to learn more, do get in touch as an seated
form of visit may be possible later in the year.

Only 8 people per visit –
first come, first served!

BOOK NOW!

Noncomformist Burial Records
Whilst continuing our transcription projects for Church of England registers within
the North Warwickshire area (which appear on CD & FHSonline), the team has
also been compiling a database of Noncomformist burials within the whole of
Warwickshire.
We have been working on this over the past couple of years, and have so far
managed to create a substantial database, although it is not yet as complete as
we would like it to be. If anyone has access to Noncomformist burial registers or
burial / grave location books, particularly if they have not been deposited at the
Record Office, we would love to add the data to our database…please get in
touch with me if you can help. Any burial, outside of the Church of England, is
considered to be Noncomformist within our terms of reference.
We would very much like to acknowledge the help we have been given with this
project by Carolyn Ewing, Archivist at The Herbert, Coventry and the members
Coventry FHS.
Carole
carole.eales@talktalk.net
14
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Filling the [largely Victorian] Gaps on Your Tree
GRO Revised Indexes
Have you registered to
use the new indexing of
birth and death
registrations on the GRO
website? Do! Go to
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/cont
ent/certificates/ and
register: it is free to
register and to search.
Then login to do some
searches.
You can search births
1837-1916, and deaths
1837-1957.
The drawback is that you
can only search for 2
years either side of your
target date. This is a bit
of a pain when using the
index to establish a birth
or death, but you could
also use FreeBMD to
narrow the years.
The advantages of the
new indexes are
considerable… Births
now show the mother’s
maiden name throughout
– not just after 1911. If
there is a blank on the
early ones, it may not
necessarily mean
illegitimacy as I found
several without mother’s
maiden name born to
couples who were most
definitely married
[remember also that not
all early births were
registered]. The revised
indexes also show the full
given name, which is a
great help sorting out
those John SMITHs if you

have one who has a
second name, even
better if the second name
is unusual! If you cannot
find a birth, try the
phonetic option. That
said, I did find an error
…Hannah
QUNNEY…that missing
“I” caused a lot of
searching (FreeBMD has
it as QUIRNEY) not
helped by the lady in
question being called
Caroline on census by
her parents, and giving
her name as Hannah
Caroline on marriage – a
lot of additional evidence
was required to prove
one and same person
throughout! In this
instance, I suspect the
original is difficult to
decipher!
Deaths show age at
death throughout, too –
not just post-1865 – so
you can spot the children
from the adults and make
sure that the person you
have marrying didn’t die
as a toddler! This facility
enabled me to resolve a
“missing burial” where I
had two baptisms of the
same named child and
had wondered if the
second was actually a
“received into church”
entry in the baptismal
register – presumably the
vicar forgot to enter the
burial of the first William
in the register!
Of course, with the
revised births showing
mother’s maiden name
you have a good chance
of finding all registered
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births of a particular
couple: leave child’s
name blank, and put the
birth surname into the
relevant box, with
mother’s maiden name in
the box, run through the
relevant years for “male”
and then for “female” –
job done unless of course
you have a Smith &
Jones or similar
combination! But you will
have to use FreeBMD to
locate the marriage as
these have not been
indexed on the new GRO
website. And with the
deaths indexing showing
age at death, you can
also complete those gaps
on your trees!
Experiment – and if you
need to buy a copy do
NOT order the new pdf
option which, at time of
writing, is horrendously
expensive!! Beside the
result to your index
search are two buttons
“pdf” and “certificate” –
the latter takes you to
order a copy certificate at
£9.25; the former is
currently £45 for same
day service. It is possible
that by time you read this,
the information, or
options, or prices may
change as the site is
being developed in
phases – check!
With the additional
information showing on
the indexes, you should
be able to complete some
of the parallel lines on the
tree as well as maybe
resolving some
mysteries.
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As a member, you can
buy online access to
north Warwickshire parish
register transcriptions as
an add-on to your annual
subscription.
Leicestershire registers
are now available on Find
My Past (where you will
also find Staffordshire
ones, and some
transcriptions for
Derbyshire). Information
online continues to
expand; it is amazing
what you can achieve
without venturing out of
the house – but always
be wary that not all online
is what it claims to be!

Found in the
Parish Registers –
Solved by GRO
A Meriden marriage in
1867 has the groom as
Henry DIXON. Henry
had a clear, educated
signature showing
NIXON. He married
Emily STURCH daughter
of a butcher. This family
is definitely NIXON,
despite the efforts of the
vicar of Meriden to
change it to DIXON – and
submitting the wrong
surname on his quarterly
return to the registration
service, so all marriage
indexes show DIXON.

moved to Islington. The
new GRO improved birth
indexing led us to the
family – children born
Warwickshire until March
quarter 1871 when
Frederick was born in
Islington. The children
were registered with
father=NIXON,
mother=STURCH.
The Genealogist has the
1871 census index entry
as NIXON.
Compounded clerical
error!

Anon
By 1871 the family had

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY RECORD OFFICE - CHANGE TO OPENING TIMES
Now closed Monday and Tuesday.
Please note that following a period of public consultation Warwickshire County Record
Office will be changing its hours to the following from 13th March 2017.
Weds.
Thurs.
Fri.
Sat.

10-4
10-4
10-4
10-1

The office will no longer be closed for a Collections week each month but will take a
two week break in the winter period the date of which is yet to be confirmed. This will
enable staff to work on cataloguing larger collections and contribute to our aim of
improving the quality, quantity and availability of our online catalogues and digitised
collections.
Sam Collenette
Archives and Historic Environment Manager
Warwickshire County Council
Beryl Evans
FFHS Archives Liaison Officer
archives.liaison@ffhs.org.uk

16

NNWFHS JOURNAL March 2017

The Great War Roll of Honour

After the end of the Great
War, the National
Publishing Company
commenced a huge
project to produce a
series of regional books the National Roll of the
Great War. The intention
was to include
information on as many
participants in WW1 as
possible. The
Birmingham volume XIV
is available online and
proved most interesting
for the family…until the
service and medal
records, where available,
were consulted! Some
sources of the Roll of
Honour advise that there
may be errors in the
material published: what
transpired for four
brothers proved that the
“may be errors” comment
could be an
understatement.
The confusions may have
been caused when the
index cards were
compiled from original
submissions from
families, or by lack of
proofreading with the four
brothers being mixed
up/one name missed, or
the family may have
“waxed lyrically”…or a
combination. We shall
never know because
although in some
archives there are known
to be extant original
submissions, or the
created card indexes,
Birmingham Archives
have confirmed that they
do not hold any.

The entries as they
appear are shown below,
along with brief
information from the
men’s service or medal
records. Note the dates
of birth for each - in
theory men on active
service had to be 18
years of age, although it
is known that some were
underage. Conscription
was introduced in spring
1916 for single men aged
18-40, and married men
were included from later
that year; the age was
later extended to 51.
There was little
conscription after mid1919 and the legislation
lapsed in 1920.
Harry Urone NEATH,
born 26 November 1889.
He volunteered in the
Royal Navy in August
1914, and served in
H.M.S. "Weymouth." He
remained in the Navy
until April 1918 and

HMS Weymouth
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during this period saw
much fighting in German
East Africa and Zanzibar,
and was wounded. He
was discharged in April
1918, in order to join the
Army, and served in Italy.
Returning home he was
demobilised in May 1919,
and holds the 1914-15
Star, and the General
Service and Victory
Medals. 9/24, Tudor
Street, Winson Green,
Birmingham.
In actual fact, Harry
joined up in 1907, initially
with the Worcestershire
Regiment. He transferred
to the Royal Navy on 16
March 1908 for 12 years,
and was serving in the
Mediterranean aboard
HMS London when the
1911 census was taken
on which he is shown as
“stoker class 1” - and
“married” although he did
not do so until 1920. It is
correct that, of the many
ships he served on, one
was the Weymouth and
his period of service on
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her would have included
the Battle of Rifiji Delta
and the blockade of the
Konigsberg in 1914-1915:
if you Google you will find
articles for this part of the
war, about which we hear
little. He was wounded in
1917. So his record is
reasonably correct. He
died in 1960.
William Edward NEATH,
born 7 April 1899.
Volunteering in August
1914 [note his age], he
proceeded to the Western
Front and took part in
numerous important
engagements in this
theatre of war. He was
severely wounded at
Dickebush in June 1918,
and in April 1919 was
demobilised, holding the
1914-15 Star, and the
General Service and
Victory Medals. 9/24,
Tudor Street, Winson
Green, Birmingham.
The service record for
William shows a boy lying
about his age and
enlisting, aged 16 (but
declaring himself 19) in
the Royal Warwickshire
Regiment on 21 July
1915, and shortly after he
was absent-withoutleave, charged over lost
kit and listed as a
deserter. He was tried
and convicted to 90 days
confinement and
discharged “under age”.
He is then listed in the
Royal Warwickshires [No.
50468] in September
1916 – after the
introduction of
conscription. He was
hospitalised Dec 1917Feb 1918 at Ramsgate

and then wounded in
1918 and returned to
Dover…and again went
a.w.o.l. several times,
being captured, and
returned on one of the
occasions by the “civil
police”. The service
record is not easy to read
but he would seem to be
back in Dover in May
1918 wounded, although
on discharge he signed
that he had no residual
disability. His records
show he was sent only
the British War & Victory
medals [his true service
dates did not entitle him
to the 1914/15 Star]. He
married in 1919 and died
in 1967.
Lawrence Victor
NEATH, born 8 May
1902.
He joined in 1917, [note
age] but being under age
for foreign service was
retained at home with his
unit and was engaged on
various duties of an
important nature. He did
good work and was still
serving in 1920. 9/24,
Tudor Street, Winson
Green, Birmingham.
Lawrence attested –
probably conscripted - on
24 February 1919 aged
“18 yrs” into the Royal
Artillery [No. 1053406] as
a horse driver. At time of
writing no other records
have been found for him
and there is nothing on
the Royal Artillery
attestation book to
suggest he was
transferred from
elsewhere. He was
discharged 27 December
1921 at Woolwich due to
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misconduct. No extant
medal card has been
found, suggesting that
February 1919 was his
first enlistment with no
overseas or other active
war service. He married
in 1922 and died in 1975.
Thomas Henry John
NEATH [THJ], born 27
December 1886.
There is no entry for him
in the Roll of Honour yet
his period of service and
war-inflicted disability are
without doubt - family
members confirm that he
had lost a leg. THJ had
married in 1909 and had
three children at the time
he volunteered.
THJ’s service records are
not online and may be
among those destroyed in
WW2, but he was ‘Army
Pensioner & Night
Watchman’ on the
November 1917 birth
certificate for one of his
children. His medal card
shows that he served in
the 9th Battalion of the
Royal Warwickshire
Regiment [No. 12826].
This Battalion was formed
at Warwick in August
1914 as part of K1 and
came under command of
39th Brigade, 13th
(Western) Division. THJ
joined on 17 June 1915 –
information gleaned from
his Silver War Badge
record card. Like his
brother Harry, he was a
volunteer. The unit
moved to Gallipoli in July
1915, and on to Egypt in
January 1916 and then to
Mesopotamia in February
1916 for the unsuccessful
attempt to relieve the
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garrison at Kut al Amara.
THJ was recorded as
wounded in The Times of
25 May 1916, and was
discharged as unfit due to
injuries in February 1917
with the award of the
Silver Badge: this was
issued to men discharged
unfit due to service so
that they could avoid
criticism for “not doing
their bit” when seen at
home during the war. He
also received three
medals. He died, aged
just 43, in 1930.
If you consult the Roll of
Honour, do so with a
pinch of salt – especially
if you cannot find the
service or medal records
online to verify the
information. That said,
the entry for another
soldier [not connected to
the above] confirmed his
regiment, which enabled
him to be identified from
others of the same name
in service and pension
record sets.
Information on WW1
medals:
The combination of three
medals, 1914/15 Star,
Victory Medal and British
War Medal – commonly
known as Pip, Squeak &
Wilfred – was issued to
over 2.5 million
individuals. The
combination of the Victory
Medal and British War
Medal – known as Mutt &
Jeff – was issued to some
3.2 million men and
women who began
service overseas after 1
January 1916. Anyone
being awarded the Star or
Victory Medal was issued

Pip, Squeak & Wilfred. Medals courtesy Bernadette Evans
with the British War
Medal.
The nicknames were
derived from cartoon
characters in the Daily
Mirror, with Mutt & Jeff
originating in the San
Francisco Chronicle.

Sources:
The National Roll of
Honour – The
Genealogist
Silver Badge records –
Find My Past
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WW1 Medal cards Ancestry
WW1 Service Records –
Ancestry
Royal Artillery
Attestations – Find My
Past
Dates of birth –
certificates from GRO &
also from 1939 Register
(on Find My Past)
Birmingham Archives by
email
For action involving 39th
Brigade, 13th (Western)
Division see
www.longlongtrail.co.uk/
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The Great War North Warwickshire War
Memorials project is now on our website
www.nnwfhs.org.uk

Comprehensive
coverage of the men
from North Warwickshire
who died during the
Great War, meticulously
researched details of the
individual soldiers and
illustrated where
possible by
photographs.
Whilst substantially
complete this is still a
work in progress as
loose ends are tied up
and fresh avenues to
explore open.
We first started working on our project back in 2014 to commemorate the centenary of the start of the
first World War. It has involved a lot of research using military and family history records. A big thank
you must go to Ian Shuter for putting all our research onto our website.
At first there were difficulties in working out the best method of displaying the information and
eventually Ian came up with the idea of doing a separate page for each man which works very well. He
has also added extra information, with photos of the men’s regimental badges and the foreign
cemeteries where they are buried or the memorial where their names are commemorated and also
links to other relevant websites.
After several years of effort the World War One Centenary project is now online, so do have a look.
Thanks must go to Carol Haines, Ann Perry, Jacqui Simkins, Carole Eales, Caroline Smedley Ellen
Spence, David Sylvester and Jayne Wilson for help with the research, to Diane Wells for allowing us to
use her lovely photo of Amington churchyard and to John Parton and Jacqui Simkins for their
photography, and everyone else who has contributed.
Celia Parton WW1 Project co-ordinator
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Free! – The Journal of Genealogy & Family History
Launching in April 2017, the new Journal of Genealogy and Family History (JGFH) will address the
current need for a high quality, peer reviewed publication, covering broad scholarly research in
genealogy and family history in a 21st century online format. The journal will be offered to readers and
contributors for free, on an open-access, non-commercial basis, with content available under a Creative
Commons Attribution License. The scope of the journal will include any field or academic discipline
associated with genealogy or family history research such as heraldry, demography, education and
record conservation.
Articles will offer the reader insights into current thinking and practice and provide an outlet for
theoretical and speculative ideas within genealogy and family history. Topics will be wide ranging, and
include for example:









Family histories which demonstrate new and innovative approaches and analytic techniques;
Locational studies
The use of new technologies
Software applications and databases
The use of DNA analyses to better understand kinship
Ancestry and populations
Micro histories which may focus on personal, local, community and social histories.
Ethical and legal issues surrounding the practice of genealogy

The journal will attract authors from around the world who wish to have their genealogical and family
history work published in a credible form and made available to anyone who chooses to read it. All
articles submitted for publication will undergo anonymous peer review, which will provide a rigorous and
robust process of close scrutiny.
The Editor, Jessica Feinstein, says: “I am very excited to be part of the great team involved in this
venture, and look forward to enabling authors in our field to publish academic articles that will advance
genealogical research in many areas.”
The editorial board will include prominent individuals from within the field of genealogy and family
history as well as associated disciplines. The Journal of Genealogy and Family History is registered at
the British Library with ISSN 2399-2964.
The journal was initiated and designed by the Register of Qualified Genealogists and will be published
via their website at: http://www.qualifiedgenealogists.org/jgfh

New Members
No.
2016-15
2016-16
2016-17
2016-18
2016-19
2016-20
2016-21
2016-22
2016-23
2016-24

Name
Nathalie Jones
Roger Hall
Gary Ward
David Parker
Pauline Udale
Patricia Law
Elaine Partridge
Sally Mason
Judy Parker
Annie Bardo

Hometown
Nuneaton
Thetford
Sheffield
Nuneaton
Bude
Alnwick
~
Hinckley
Nuneaton
Gillingham

New members' surname interests
No.
2016-16

Interest Name
DRAKEFORD

Parish/ Town
Bedworth
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County
WAR

Time period
ALL

Some of the noncomformist chapels in North Warwickshie
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Baddesley Ensor 'Top chapel'
Atherstone Trinity church
Left: Baddesley Ensor
'Bottom chapel' (now
demolished)
Right: Atherstone
Congregational chapel
(now converted to flats).
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