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Copyright notice.  
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form, by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recorded or otherwise without the prior written permission of 
the Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society. 
 
Personal data. 
 
The Society holds personal data on our members – identity 
and contact details provided on application and renewal 
forms.  Under the Data Protection Act 1998 we can hold 
sufficient data to run the Society, but no more.  The data must 
also be accurate, kept up to date and not held for longer than 
necessary. 
 
To comply with the Act we will hold documents supporting 
current membership. This will usually be the last completed 
application or renewal form. Earlier documentation will be 
destroyed. In the event of a member not renewing by the due 
date, previous documents will be held for a further four 
months in case of late renewal. 
For ease of administration, an up to date copy of your 
personal data will be held on an electronic database with your 
consent. It will be assumed that you agree to this unless you 
tell us otherwise.  If you do not agree to us holding such data 
electronically please contact the Membership Secretary. Data 
held electronically will be subject to the same retention policy 
as clerical data. 
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The Editor's little box. 
 
Sometimes in our researches, luck and coincidence can bring about an unexpected breakthrough.  
Below is a recent example of a series of coincidences culminating in Sue finding a cousin she had 
not previously met 
 

Family History. A Story of Coincidences. 
 
My Grandson Joe and I had spent some time with my husband who does work as a Voluntary Lock 
Keeper at Atherstone Locks when we decided to have a look at the shops in the high street.  Joe 
spotted the Atherstone Heritage Centre, so we ventured in. We started looking at the displays when 
a lady said she was examining a family will. "Oh I knew there was money in the family somewhere", 
she said.  "Oh there was supposed to be some in mine" I replied "But no chance of finding it, I am 
unable to trace them as they came over from India after the fall of the British Raj." "Of course you 
can, I know a lady who can help you, Can you come to Nuneaton Library on Wednesday at 
10:30am, bring any bits of information you have and we will do what we can." 
 
On the following Wednesday I arrived at the Library at 10am feeling very excited at the thought of 
finding out something. Both of my parents had passed away, I just had a few scribbled names on a 
piece of my son's art paper yellow with age.  Val introduced me to Jacqui and within a short space 
of time some of my ancestors were revealed to me. When I told Jacqui that my surname was 
McCulloch she asked, "Not the Fillongley McCullochs?"  - "Yes" - "Well I knew a McCulloch from the 
club there, Mary ran it with her brother-in-law Bill."  - "Yes my husband's father was Bill."  What a 
series of coincidences! 
 
'Well that's a start Sue," said Jacqui  "do you mind if I take your email address and see if someone I 
know can tell you some more about families in India?"  Within a few days Beverly emailed me and 
said she had just finished a family history for someone. That someone was my cousin John,. 
someone I had never met, but I have now!  Thank you all involved, You are Pure Gold.  

Margaret (Sue) McCulloch 
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Secretary’s 
Scribbles 
 

Greetings to all members, 
 
With spring around the 
corner here in UK, what 
are your plans for 
extending your research 
over the coming months 
of – hopefully – clement 
weather?  Are you 
planning a trip to walk in 
the footsteps of your 
forebears, visit the pub 
and other haunts and find 
some locals to talk with?  
Are you off to trawl a 
churchyard, reading all 
those extra bits of 
information on 
gravestones (no, it is not 
morbid, it is extremely 
rewarding…compare 
epitaphs and artwork, 
too).  Or are you firmly 
attached to the Internet 
believing all you need is 
available there? 
 
On the latter, I would say 
it will never “all” be there!!  
And add to that the 
situation that what is on 
one of the major online 
providers may not be on 
another, and even if it is, 
you can bet the indexing 
varies.  On this point, 
some recent work 
involved the census in 
Scotland and proved that 
there was considerable 
variation between two of 
the major providers – 
Ancestry and Find My 
Past.  Neither, of course, 
has actual images – you 
have to pay for credits on 
ScotlandsPeople website 
to access those but by 
using the online 
transcripts you can 

lessen expenditure on 
those credits! 
 
While mentioning 
ScotlandsPeople, several 
queries have recently 
been sent to them when 
online images of birth 
/death / marriage records 
were unclear, generally 
due to poor writing 
coupled with a low pixel-
count.  The responses 
have been swift, willing, 
and obliging…more than 
can be said for a recent 
enquiry in 
Northamptonshire!  
Thumbs up to Scotland’s 
People staff! 
 
If out on your travels, 
what if you happen upon 
a distant relative: how do 
you display your research 
to a prospective cousin, 
or other with same 
surname who just might 
be connected?  Trees on 
gizmos can be difficult to 
follow but a chart rolled 
up can be spread out on 
the table, and those who 
are not devout family 
historians can normally 
follow a tree on paper.  
NNWFHS now produces 
a chart on quality 
cartridge paper plus a 
record book designed 
very much to help you 
keep track of your 
research and be carried 
with you to be available 
wherever you are.  These 
are currently available at 
meetings and help desks, 
and will be online when 
the shop is next updated.  
They will also be 
available at outside 
events we attend, the first 
three will be: 
 

19 May: Chesterfield & 
District FHS Fair at the 
Proact Stadium, S41 8NZ 
(8LF on some sat-navs).  
The town is well worth a 
mooch too – crooked 
spire, canal trust…and 
street markets!  Plus, the 
Derbyshire Dales next 
door…how about a 
weekend away but do 
include a visit to the Fair 
and our display! 
 
2 June: Shropshire FHS 
Fair at Shire Hall, 
Shrewsbury SY2 6ND.  If 
you have connections 
with Shropshire, or just 
fancy a few days away, 
then do include a visit to 
this Fair [come and say 
hello!] plus exploring 
some of beautiful, and 
interesting, places in the 
county.   
 
23 June: The York 
Family History Show in 
the Knavesmire Building 
at York Racecourse.  This 
is a major fair drawing 
exhibitors from a very 
wide area.  York has so 
much for the visitor, too – 
again, a great excuse to 
have a weekend away 
and include the Fair with 
a trip to our table! 
 
Talking about 
“research”…I have a 
spiritualist medium cousin 
whose unusual skills 
have proved useful even 
to this sceptic!  I never 
understood why a 
particular gt gt aunt was 
buried away from all her 
family – or what 
happened to her husband 
(who surely was not the 
father of the unborn 
child!!).  I knew there was 
a gravestone recorded, 
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but it was not to be found 
and cousin Jane was 
adamant it was in a 
jungle of rhododendrons.   
As we were leaving she 
said “she died of 
something eck…”.  What I 
had not told Jane 
beforehand was that 
Annie had died in 
childbirth, so I added that 
and we could only think of 
pre-eclampsia. I forked 
out £10 on a death 
certificate and had a 
shock to find Annie died 
of an ectopic pregnancy – 
and that her employer 
had paid for a physician 
to attend her!  My cousin 
comes up trumps on 
occasions and sometimes 
her information has led 
researchers to the correct 
archives, pointed them 
away from an intended – 
wrong - line of research 
or even had a message 
that filled a gap in their 
research.  If only my brick 
wall Reuben would come 
through and tell her 
something useful!! 
 
Back to the terrestrial … 
the help desks continue 
in local libraries.  In a 
month, one might be 
lightly attended, while 
another has a huge turn 

out…we just never know 
what to expect!  There 
have been some 
troublesome cases – and 
some have led to articles 
in the journal.  Very few 
of those seeking help 
have forebears in north 
Warwickshire: it is such a 
melting pot of migration 
over the centuries-hence 
the excursion into 
Scottish records 
mentioned above.  And 
for our further-flung 
members: always contact 
Val or myself if you are 
stuck.  If we cannot 
access the material you 
need, we often know 
where to point you, so do 
always ask. 
 
As I write, we are 
considering how to make 
the NNWFHS CD 
collection of parish 
register material more 
widely accessible as we 
are acutely aware that 
modern machines do not 
have CD drives.  It will 
probably be split to 
“parish” rather than the 
current collection of 
parishes, and in some 
form of PDF that can be 
downloaded.  So keep an 
eye on the online shop for 
updates! 

 
[The online shop is 
currently in the process of 
being revamped. Ed.] 
 
Those of you able to 
attend meetings are 
always welcome.  If you 
are making a special trip 
to the area and intend 
including a meeting, do 
please check beforehand 
just in case of any 
changes.  We look 
forward to seeing you and 
having chance for a chat 
– there could be “cousins” 
at the meeting, too! 
 
And finally, do not forget 
that the wonderfully 
helpful Lichfield Record 
Office is now permanently 
closed.  See 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/
leisure/archives/contact/Li
chfield-Record-Office-
Closure.aspx 
 
Happy hunting! 
 

Jacqui 

 
 
 

 
 

  

Evening visit to Polesworth Abbey and Vicarage 10 July 2018 

** VENUE-Polesworth Abbey High Street, Polesworth  Sat-nav B78 1DU ** 

Fr. Philip Wells will guide us around the  
historic buildings followed by a fish &  
chip supper in the refectory.   
 

Advance booking essential.  Please  
contact Colin Cartwright for details. 
cpcartwright@yahoo.co.uk 
As the meals have to be pre-booked, 
you will need to pay a deposit.  
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Within St Nicolas Church 
Nuneaton there are many 
beautiful and interesting 
memorials celebrating the 
lives of parishioners.  
The eagle lectern is 
lovingly polished every 
month by members of the 
volunteer team on Church 
cleaning day. A large 
Bible rests on the lectern. 
The eagle is the symbol 
of John the Evangelist 
(Revelation, chapter 4, v 
7) who proclaimed Christ 
as 'the Word of God' at 
the beginning of his 
Gospel. The flying eagle 
is seen as a suitable 
emblem from which 
God's word is read, 
reaching to the ends of 
the earth.  When St 
Nicolas Church was re-
ordered in 2009 the 
lectern was moved from 
its original prominent 
location and placed at the 
corner of the Sanctuary 
as shown in below.  

R egrettably the eagle 
lectern is no longer used. 
Disposal of the eagle 
lectern would require a 
Faculty from the Church 
of England as it is an item 
of historic interest and the 
altar rail is a fixture. 
On the base of the lectern 
is the following 
inscription: “John Thomas 
Bland. Died Sept 1881. 
John Henry Bland. Died 
Mar 2nd 1900. Lectern 
and altar rail presented to 
this Church by their 
brother William and 
sisters Emma and Kate, 
Stella wife of JH Bland 
and Margaret and Mary 
daughters of Thomas. 
June 25 1900.” 
The lectern and altar rail 
were donated by 
members of the Bland 
family, the dedication of 
the altar rail being on the 
lectern. A little research 
revealed the interesting 
story of this generous 
family. 
 
John Thomas and John 
Henry Bland were sons of 
William Handly Bland, a 
Lincolnshire clergyman. 
(John Thomas was 
known as Thomas.) 
William Handly Bland and 
his wife Louisa had 
children: Louisa (born 
1835), Emma Augusta 
(born 1837), Thomas 
(born 1841), William 
Charles (born 1847), 
Catherine Elizabeth 
known as Kate (born 
1852) and John Henry 
(born 1855). In the 1851 
census the family lived in 
Pickworth, Lincolnshire. 
William Handley Bland 

was Curate aged 43, and 
he was born in Newark 
Nottinghamshire. His wife 
Louisa Ann (Manners) 
was 39 and was born in 
Grantham Lincolnshire. In 
1851 the census records 
show their children were: 
Emma Augusta age 16; 
Thomas age 11 and 
William Charles age 4. 
Emma and Thomas were 
born in Grantham and 
William Charles in 
Pickworth. Sadly, Louisa 
had died in 1843 at the 
age of 8 years.  In 1851 
the family also had a 
governess and four 
servants. In the 1861 
census records the Bland 
family lived in Braceby 
Lincolnshire where 
William Handley Bland 
was Vicar. William 
Handley Bland died in 
1890. 
 
Thomas Bland became a 
solicitor, and moved to 
Nuneaton. In 1871 he 
lived at Pye Corner, being 
the head of the 
household and 
unmarried. At the age of 
28 Thomas joined the 
Abbey Lodge of the 
Masons in Nuneaton. On 
8th October 1873 Thomas 
Bland married Julia 
Harriott Craddock at St 
Nicolas Church 
Nuneaton. Thomas and 
Julia had two daughters: 
Margaret Bland born 
1874 and Mary 
Huntingdon Bland born 
1876. Sadly Julia died on 
24th March 1877, leaving 
Thomas with two young 
daughters. Thomas died 
in 1881. He was buried at 

The eagle lectern at St Nicolas Church Nuneaton and Memorials to members of 
the Bland and Craddock families. 
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St Nicolas Church, 
Nuneaton on 21st 
September 1881. He was 
only 41 years old when 
he died. Margaret and 
Mary, the daughters of 
Thomas Bland, both 
married in Nuneaton. 
Margaret married Walter 
Ross Finch, the Vicar of 
Shustoke and Mary 
married Frederick 
Septimus Clay, who was 
a solicitor. 
 
John Henry Bland also 
became a solicitor 
working in Nuneaton. In 
1881 he lived at 14 
Bridge Street Nuneaton 
being the head of the 
household with a 
housekeeper. After the 
death of his brother 
Thomas, John Henry took 
his nieces Margaret and 
Mary into his household. 
The 1891 census shows 
John Henry, solicitor, 
living at The Poplars on 
Hinckley Road Nuneaton. 
He was head of the 
household and living with 
him were his two 
unmarried sisters Emma 
and Kate (Catherine), his 
widowed mother Louisa, 
his nieces Margaret and 
Mary plus two servants. 
On June 26th 1896 John 
Henry Bland married 
Stella Beatrice Annabel 
McCaul at St Nicolas 
Church Nuneaton. Their 
son Handley Manners 
Ferrier Bland was born on 
7th August 1897 and 
baptised at St Nicolas 
Church on 9th September 
1897. John Henry Bland 
died in 1900 and was 
buried at St Nicolas 
Church Nuneaton on 6th 
March. The 1901 census 
shows Stella Bland, 

widow, still living at The 
Poplars, Hinckley Road, 
with her son Handley age 
3 and four servants. The 
1911 census shows 
Stella Bland living at 
Kippax Cottage, 
Freshwater, on the Isle of 
Wight. This was a 
property with nine rooms. 
This cottage is now a 
grade 2 listed building, 
having been given this 
status in 1994. Stella had 
two servants and at that 
time her son Handley was 
a cadet, age 13 at the 
Royal Naval College, 
Whippingham on the Isle 
of Wight. Handley 
Manners Ferrier Bland 
died on 5th June 1911, 
age 13. Sadly a young life 
was cut short. 
 
The generosity of William 
Charles Bland, his sisters 
and sister-in-law, in 
providing the eagle 
lectern and alter rail for St 
Nicolas Church is still 
recognised 118 years 
later by those who care 
for these gifts. 
 
Researching the Bland 
family revealed a possible 
link with another family 
commemorated at St 
Nicolas Church. High up 
on the wall to the left of 
the high altar is a large 
memorial to William 
Craddock who died in 
1833. Also named on the 
memorial is his wife Mary 
(Hurst). This is shown top 
right  and on back page. 
 
 Thomas Bland married 
Julia Harriott Craddock in 
1873. This posed the 
question: was Julia 
Harriott Craddock a 
descendent of William 

Craddock? Further 
research produced a very 
interesting link. Julia 
Harriott Craddock was 
the daughter of Thomas 
John Craddock, a 
merchant and employer, 
born in Nuneaton in 1814, 
and Sarah (Mayou). 
Thomas John’s father 
was John Craddock, a 
banker and solicitor, born 
in 1785 and his mother 
was called Mary. To the 
right of the high altar at St 
Nicolas Church there is a 
memorial to Mary 
Craddock who died in 
1834, wife of John 
Craddock. This is shown 
below  
 

The location of this 
memorial, just above the 
radiator, is also shown in 
photograph 1. Checking 
baptism records 
confirmed that John 
Craddock was the son of 
William Craddock and his 
wife Mary (Hurst). 
Therefore Julia Harriott 
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Craddock who married 
Thomas Bland was the 
great granddaughter of 
William Craddock who 
died in 1833. William 
Craddock was a 
businessman who lived in 
Camp Hill. 
The memorials located in 
our churches can lead us 
into fascinating stories 
celebrating our local 
history and giving 
recognition to the people 
who have contributed to 
the life of the town.  
 
Transcription of the 
memorial in photograph 2. 

Sacred to the memory of 
WILLIAM CRADDOCK ESQ. 
who at the termination of a 
painful illness endured with 
pious resignation and Christian 
fortitude resigned his soul into 
the hands of his creator in the 
confident hope of a blessed 
resurrection through the merits 
of his redeemer on the 9

th
 day 

of September 1833 in the 84
th

 
year of his age. His exertions to 
promote the welfare and 
improvement of this his native 
town were as unceasing as 
they were beneficial. His 
benevolence and urbanity of 
disposition gained him the 
esteem and respect of all 
classes of society and to his 
family he was endeared by the 
sacred ties of devotion and 
affection. 
Also to the memory of MARY 
his wife who died on the 8

th
 day 

of July 1801 in the 49
th

 year of 
her age, a pattern of domestic 
excellence and exemplary 
piety. 
This monument was erected to 
their memory as the last tribute 
of respect by their only 
surviving son. 
 
Transcription of the 
memorial in photograph 3. 

Sacred to the memory of 
MARY: the wife of JOHN 
CRADDOCK. ESQUIRE of this 
place who departed this life on 
8

th
 day of October 1834 in the 

43
rd

 year of her age by whose 

early death, her husband was 
bereaved of a truly faithful and 
virtuous wife five children of an 
affectionate and tender mother 
and the poor of a most 
benevolent and liberal 
benefactress. 
Also to the memory of 
GERTRUDE HURST 
CRADDOCK her second 
daughter who departed this life 
on the 23

rd
 day of April 1832 in 

the 17
th

 year of her age. A rare 
example of early piety and 
resignation. 

 
Shirley Beaumont 

 
The data used to write this 
article was taken from 
documents available on the 
following websites: Ancestry; 
The Church of England; “British 
Listed Buildings” and from 
memorials within St Nicolas 
Church Nuneaton. This data is 
all within the public domain. 
The 3 photographs were taken 
by Shirley Beaumont 

 

It is firmly fixed in the 
heads of family historians 
that 1837 saw the 
introduction of civil 
registration in England & 
Wales.  From July of that 
year, marriages showed 
the fathers of the bride 
and the groom – or 
who was claimed to 
be the father – 
along with ages, 
abodes and 
occupations: vital 
and precious details 
for family history 
research. 
 
The previous form 
of church marriage 
register was simply 
a record of the 
groom’s and bride’s 
names, “of this 

parish” (or not) and, if you 
were lucky, confirmation 
of a bachelor or spinster.  
I have come across the 
occasional entry in late 
1830s made in the old-
style register that was 
introduced in 1813 and 

discontinued on 1st July 
1837: these were often 
also copied to the new,  
“registration stock” pair of 
marriage registers. 
 
The parish of Stowe Nine 
Churches surely takes 

Understanding what you see… 
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the prize on avoidance of 
the post-1837 style 
register.  It was at the 
Nuneaton Help Desk 
when the discovery was 
made in the 
Northamptonshire Record 
Office Collection on  
Ancestry: the marriage 
was 26 December 1888 
and the image was most 
emphatically in the 1813-
1837 format.  It proved a 
useful talking point in 
looking carefully at, and 
understanding, what you 
see.   This particular 
parish continued using 
the discontinued register 
right through until the 
1890s.  How did they get 
away with it for over 50 
years?  Surely, the 
quarterly returns to the 
Civil Registrar must have 
shown the facts required 
with civil registration – 
and if not, why did the 
Registrars never question 
it and enforce use of the 
correct register?  I firmly 
believed that there must 
be an alternative, and full, 
register entry. 
 

An enquiry was made 
with Northamptonshire 
Record Office as to 
whether a register or 
notebook in their 
collection contained the 
full information as 
required at marriages 
post-1837.  A standard 
response with list of types 
of “research” they do and 
the cost for same, which 
included checking their 
own catalogue entries.  
An enquiry to the civil 
registration service in the 
county elicited an 
immediate reply 
“forwarded to the 
Archives”: I had expected 
to hear their copy register 
was either the same as 
the image I sent, or was 
in the full post-1837 style.  
Therefore the Registrars 
presumably must not hold 
original or electronic 
copies so how on earth 
they produce certified 
copies for which they 
make a handsome 
charge?  I was going 
around in a circle with the 
bodies charged with the 
official safe keeping of 

civil and church records, 
and neither prepared to 
answer a straightforward 
question regarding the 
format of a specifically 
identified record they 
hold.  Without a 
“considered response” I 
can only recommend the 
enquirer does not 
purchase a copy of the 
official marriage 
registration as it may well 
contain nothing more 
than the “defunct register” 
entry.   
 
The Archives suggested 
contacting the vicar – 
vicars in 
Northamptonshire must 
be driven crazy by 
enquiries from family 
historians.  I doubt the 
parish still holds registers 
from the 1800s but I did 
ask and await a reply. 
 
Always analyse what you 
find – and consider the 
context! 
 

Help Desk Team 

Many will know I urge 
researchers to read 
pages of the parish 
register in preference to 
studying only those lines 
relating to their forebears.  
Why?  A good few 
reasons… 
Reading parts of a 
register enables you to 
get a feel for how each 
cleric kept his books, and 
I am not referring to 
parsimoniously watered-
down ink or an impossible 
scrawl.  What was the 

attitude to their flock?  
Did they make 
disparaging remarks?  
Were poor unfortunate 
girls ignored when literally 
left holding the baby; the 
latter suggested by 
baby’s name being in the 
register with no mention 
of the mother?  Did they 
make an effort to name 
“purported father X”, or 
did they only say 
“illegitimate”?  Were they 
caustic in stating “bastard 

child”, or more human 
with “natural child”? 
 
If you are using a 
transcription, it is vital to 
look at the original, not 
least because the 
transcription could be 
wrong, or it could imply 
something not in the 
original register.  A recent 
discussion with the 
transcription team was 
about the interpretation of 
entries that implied an 
unmarried couple, but 

Reading between the Lines…Examples from 1754-1812 baptisms in Polesworth 
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where the register had no 
confirmation of 
illegitimacy.  One 
example was 
straightforward.  The 
entry read: “…daughter of 
William Willis and Mary 
Bailey” so the transcriber 
had sensibly questioned if 
the child was legitimate of 
Mr & Mrs BAILEY, or the 
natural child of Mr WILLIS 
and Miss BAILEY.  A 
swift Google for William 
Willis BAILEY told us that 
he was of that name, 
seemingly a noted mining 
engineer, was in the area 
at the right time and he 
was married.  So the child 
was legitimate. 
 
The second entry was 
similarly straightforward 
and the on-the-ball 
transcriber had noted that 
the recently deceased 
vicar in the parish was 
Walter Rose NORTON.   
Strangely, there was 
nothing in the register to 
confirm that the father 
WAS the deceased vicar 
or that the birth was 
posthumous. “…son of 
Walter Rose and 
Elizabeth Norton” was all 
it said.  A quick look at 
Find My Past revealed 
that there were two 

Walter Rose NORTONs - 
the deceased vicar who 
died in June 1802 aged 
44, and his son born in 
December 1802 and who 
died in 1827 leaving his 
money to various aunts 
and uncles.  In fact, it was 
the son’s will that assured 
us because he named 
DESTERs in his will, his 
mother having been a 
DESTER because she 
married Revd.Walter 
Rose NORTON in 1801. 
 
The third entry discussed 
was confusing. A less 
than common surname 
limited the options.  
Reading “…of Edward 
Treadway & Sarah 
Wainwright” in isolation 
you could easily have 
thought Mr TREADWAY 
had had his wicked way 
with Miss WAINWRIGHT.  
It was only by looking at 
the WAINWRIGHT 
entries together that we 
could get a feel for what 
was going on.   In 1772 
Treadway WAINWRIGHT 
was baptised.  He 
married Sarah in 1799 
and they appear on the 
1841 census. They have 
children baptised at 
Polesworth in 1800 & 
1803 when the parents 

are Treadway & Sarah, 
yet an Edward & Sarah 
WAINWRIGHT have a 
child baptised at the end 
of 1804.  In the 
subsequent baptism he 
appears as Edward 
Treadway 
WAINWRIGHT.  
Conclusion: a vicar 
couldn’t handle a given 
name of Treadway! 
 
Polesworth had several 
other entries that we 
could not so easily prove 
one way or the other.  
The omission of 
“illegitimate” in a period 
when it was noted on 
some entries added to 
the quandary.  Suitable 
annotation was added to 
the transcription and the 
children double-entered. 
 
Read the register pages 
through to satisfy yourself 
that you are not jumping 
to an incorrect 
conclusion, try a spot of 
family reconstitution…and 
just occasionally, think 
well outside the box!   
 

Transcription 
Team 

 

  

 

Submissions to the Journal 
 
Submissions to the Journal are always welcome.  These should (preferably) be in plain 
text with no formatting. (You might think that formatting it nicely saves me work, but it 
doesn’t!) Pictures should be submitted separately as jpegs and not embedded in the text.  
If in doubt email me or send it in anyway!  I can usually sort it out. Please do not send 
me Publisher files - they are the spawn of Satan and will be cast into the deepest 
pit of Hell. 
 
Think you can't write?  Yes you can!  Just start jotting it down on paper and it soon starts 
to come together, send it to me and you too can see your work in print and preserved for 
ever in the British Library Archives and four of the five National Archives. 
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Tracing Your Ancestors Through The Equity Courts. 
A guide for family and local historians 

 
Author: Susan T. Moore 

Publisher: Pen and Sword 
ISBN: 1473891663 

Pages: 211 
Published: 2017 

Price: £14.99, paperback 
 
This book is absolutely packed with information presented in a well organised and logical way. 
The topics covered include: the background, history and organisation of the Courts of Equity; 
the court documents available at The National Archives; the range of information obtainable 
from the court documents; the indexes and the physical appearance of the documents, some of 
which are very large (3 feet wide by 4 feet long and up to 10 pages). In addition to these useful 
and interesting chapters there are case studies giving examples of the wide range of cases that 
went to these courts.  There is a specific case study related to Jane Austen. The illustrations 
provided are clear and helpful in supporting the text. There is an extensive Bibliography, a list of 
reference notes and a Glossary to explain the legal terms and types of document referred to in 
the chapters. Also included is advice on preparation for visiting the National Archives to view 
documents. 
The author uses a very clear and engaging style giving the reader a thorough description of the 
topics covered, relating them to family and local history research. The Courts of Equity served 
the needs of a wide cross section of the population: rich, poor, male and female and also 
children. The Court of Equity documents were all written by clerks in English. (The Courts of 
Law documents were all written in Latin until 1773.) They contain a wealth of names of the 
people involved in the cases, relationships between individuals and sometimes there are family 
trees. The author explains that the main difference between the common law courts and the 
Courts of Equity was that the equity court judgements were based on what is right morally 
whereas the law courts relied only on the law. Examples of disputes dealt with by the Courts of 
Equity include: wills, land ownership, marriage settlements, trespass, loans and debts. 
In summary, this book is an excellent read and a valuable work of reference for the family 
historian. 

Review by Shirley Beaumont 
 

The flower of Youth? 
 
Heard on a help desk -.  
Nuneaton couple puzzled by  
someone on a family census.  
The name Orchid - appears on  
one census only. Who is it?  
 
Some time later (Months, years?) 
 someone thought to say the name in the local 
Birmingham accent and came up with 'Our Kid' which 
is Birmingham-speak for 'our youngest sibling'. 
 
Val 
 
Another example of a census taker writing what he/she 
hears without question.    Ed. 
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  Lives of the First World War 

 
The Imperial War Museum Lives of the First World War  
website (https://livesofthefirstworldwar.org/) is an invaluable  
resource to researchers, as it is one of the few that includes  
details of those who survived the war, as well as the lost.  
It includes nurses, conscientious objectors, and many more. 
 
Family historians can register with the website free of charge and then add their 
own photos and 'stories' about their ancestors, creating a memorial, whether or 
not they actually died during the First World War. There is no need to take out a 
paid-for subscription unless you want to access the records on the website. 
 
FFHS would like to appeal to family historians during this year, the centenary of 
the First World War Armistice, to add details to their ancestors who are named on 
this website as soon as possible. With everyone's help, we could 'fill in the blanks' 
for all those listed on the website by 11 November 2018 and ensure they are 
never forgotten. 
 

 

Membership Secretary’s notes. 
 
Many thanks to all those who have renewed their membership for 2017-2018 and 
welcome to our new members.  
 
 A very big thanks to members who have contributed to our Journal.  It is 
published four times a year. Your Committee extends an invitation to you, the 
Society members, to become involved in the Journal, sending in to our Editor 
your articles, photographs and information about your research projects, whether 
they will be focused upon family history or local history. We look forward to 
enjoying your input. 
 

New Members 
 
Number       Contact 

2018-01 Mr Alwyn Orton   

2018-02   Jill Gadsby  email 

2018-04   Lisa Crankshaw  email 

2018-05   Susan Cutler  email 

2018-06 Mr Ray Share 
 

2018-07   Brenda Ellis  email 

2018-08 Mr Ian Gardner  email and phone 

2011-07   W Bates   

2018-09   Corrine Hastilow  Email 

2018-10  Lynn Atkins  Email 

 
If there is an entry in the Contact column, that information can be obtained from the Membership 
secretary. 

 

 

 

https://ffhs.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=de0e864aeab489858df93c75f&id=2dadfc1111&e=25099aff85
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Policemen in the 
Family 
 
In the September edition 
of the journal Jacqui 
Simkins highlighted a 
project to find and 
research a policeman 
from the 1881 census.  I 
had already found a 
policeman in my own 
family on the 1881 
census. He was my great 
uncle William Cotton from 
Staffordshire. He was 
born in 1859 the third son 
and fourth child of 
Thomas and Hannah 
Cotton in the small village 
of Milwich in 
Staffordshire.  On the 
1861 and 1871 censuses 
he was living at home 
with his parents but on 
the 1881 census he was 
living at the Police Station 
in Stoke on Trent with two 
other young constables, 
next door to another 
policeman who was 
married with two small 
children.  
 
I found from an extract 
from his police records 
that he joined the 
Staffordshire police on  
the 29th November 1878 
aged 20 years and 6 
months. There is a brief 
description; he  
was 5 feet 8 inches tall, 
with grey eyes, dark 
brown hair and a fresh 
complexion. He started 
as a third class constable 
and by 1st September 
1880 was a first class 
constable. 
 
I did a  bit of research in 
the Staffordshire Sentinel 
newspaper.  Every week 
they had a column 

headed “Police 
Intelligence” and PC 
Cotton’s name popped up 
a number of times.  Most 
cases involved arresting 
people for being drunk 
and disorderly.  This was 
easier said than done as 
in many cases the 
arresting officer was 
attacked and it often 
required more than one 
policeman to complete 
the arrest and take the 
man into custody. There 
was one particular case  
where William was badly 
beaten .  One evening in 
August 1880 there were a  
number of people on the 
pavement both 
obstructing the pathway 
for others and behaving 
badly, no doubt due to 
drink.  William went up to 
them and asked them to 
move.  Two people, a 
man and a woman, who 
lived together, and were 
already well known as 
trouble makers, objected 
to this and attacked him.  
The man knocked him to 
the ground where they 
wrestled for some time.  
The woman also hit him 
and bit him and then 
kicked him whilst he was 
on the ground.  William 
suffered much bruising, a 
black eye and a cut ear. 
When the case came to 

court the magistrates  
considered that ”the 
police must be supported 
in the discharge  of their 
duties and be protected 
from such ruffianly 
attacks” They thought 
that heavy punishment 
would be a warning to 
others and so the man 
was sent to gaol for three 
months for the assault 
with an extra 14 days for 
being drunk and riotous.  
The woman was 
sentenced to two months 
in gaol both with hard 
labour. Perhaps William 
got a little fed up with 
being attacked by drunks 
as he resigned from the 
police force on the 7th 
December 1882. His 
career lasted only four 
years. 
 
More likely was that he 
had met a girl.  She was 
Sarah Ann Tams from 
Tunstall, Stoke on Trent 
and they must have 
planned to marry and 
move to Lancashire.  
Sarah gave birth to a 
baby girl in 1883 in 
Reddish in Lancashire 
and was christened in the 
local parish church there 
on the 12 August 1883.  
The records show that 
she was the daughter of 
William and Sarah Anne 

The sort of truncheon a Victorian Policeman would carry. 
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Cotton and yet according 
to freebmd William Cotton 
married Sarah Anne 
Tams in the June quarter 
of 1885, some two years 
later. I don’t know the 
reason for the delay in 
marrying, I need to do a 
bit more research. On the 
1891 census the family 
are  living in Higher 
Openshaw in Manchester 
and they have two more 
children, a boy and 
another girl both born in 
Higher Openshaw. On 
the 1901 census they are 
still in Higher Openshaw 
but now have seven 
children. Sarah had given 
birth to four more sons. 
William was working on 
the trams as a conductor.  
 
Sadly only a few years 
later both William and 
Sarah were dead.  Sarah 
died in 1904 and William 
just a year later in 1905, 
leaving behind their 
seven children. I 
wondered what had 
happened to these 
children; the 1911 census 
gave me the answer. The 
three eldest children were 
all working, both girls in 
service in Cheshire and 
the eldest son was 
lodging in Higher 
Openshaw and working 
as a grocer’s assistant.  
The four younger sons 
were with family.  The two 
youngest were with their 
uncle Joseph who was a 
farmer back in Milwich.  
He and his wife had no 
children.  His wife had 
given birth to two children 
but both had died in 
infancy.  Another son was 
with his uncle Enoch who 
lived in Stockport, 

Cheshire and was a train 
driver and the fourth son 
was with his uncle 
George who was a 
butcher in Cannock. 
 
Two of William’s brothers 
followed him into the 
police force. The next to 
join was my great uncle 
David.  He joined on 6th 
January 1879 aged 18 
years and six months.  
He was 5 feet 9¼ inches 
tall with brown eyes, dark 
brown hair and a fresh 
complexion.  He was 
promoted to 2nd class 
constable on 30 
September 1879. He had 
a short career as he was 
dismissed from service 
on 3rd March 1881. No 
reason is given for the 
dismissal. David then 
returned to the family 
home in Milwich and 
returned to farm work. He 
married in 1893 but had 
no children.  He sadly 
died in 1899, at the young 
age of 39. 
 
The third brother to join 
was my grandfather, 
Edwin Cotton.  He joined 
on the 1st February 1883, 
after the first two had left 
the force.  He was aged 
20 years and six months, 
5 feet 8¾ tall with grey 
eyes, brown hair and a 
fresh complexion.  The 
descriptions of the three 
brothers are very similar. 
By 1 March 1885 he had 
been promoted to first 
class constable, but only 
a few months later he too 
was dismissed from the 
force.  Again no reason is 
given but some years ago 
I spoke to my aunt who 
told me that he was 

sacked because he had 
been discovered playing 
cards whilst on duty.  
Whether this is true or not 
I don’t know. My 
grandfather, therefore, 
went back to the only 
other work he knew which 
was farm work, but not on 
the family farm as it 
wasn’t big enough to 
provide employment for 
all the brothers. Instead 
he went to work for other 
farmers and moved 
around from one farm to 
another.  It was while he 
was working on one of 
these farms that he met 
my grandmother who was 
in service on the same 
farm.  They married in 
1900 and also had seven 
children although a baby 
daughter died in infancy.  
My Dad was the second 
son.  Grandfather moved 
his family from farm to 
farm while my father was 
growing up and they 
eventually moved from 
Staffordshire into 
Warwickshire ending up 
at Bentley Hall Farm at 
Bentley.  They were living 
there when my Dad met 
my Mum who was living 
in Grendon.  Grandfather 
died there on the 3rd 
February 1940 aged 77 
and is buried in Bentley 
churchyard. 
This, then is the story of 
my ancestor who was a 
policeman on the 1881 
census and of two of his 
brothers who also served 
in the Staffordshire police 
force. 

Celia Parton 
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For some years I have 
been looking for the last 
resting place of my gtx3 
grandmother.  The 
Friends of Key Hill 
Cemetery had generously 
prodded the grave of her 
“toy boy” (he was eight 
years younger!), who 
predeceased her, and 
were pretty sure only he 
was in the grave.  Some 
years ago I had 
requested a check of 
Witton cemetery register 
and was told she wasn’t 
buried there either.  I had 
concluded that she must 
have been added to the 
grave of her husband 
who died some 40 years 
before her – when their 
children were all under 
ten.  He is buried at St 
Editha’s church in 
Tamworth.  As she died 
after that burial ground 
closed, I thought she had 
been added to the 
existing grave but the 
vicar forgot to add to the 
register – though she 
wasn’t named on the 
headstone, either.   
 
Birmingham City Council 
has launched a website 

providing an index to 
burials and cremations at 
its twelve crematoria and 
cemeteries.  Dates 
covered start as early as 
1836 and seemingly 
come up to 2016 – the 
site states there are 1.5 
million burials/cremations.  
It was worth a search! 
 
For free you get 
confirmation of the name, 
month, year and 
cemetery of burial.  For 
£5 you can purchase a 
scan of the relevant page 
from the burial register. 
 
So I put in her name and 
year of death.  The result 
showed burial month, 
which fitted, so I bought 
the download.  It 
confirmed I had found the 
right entry: name, age, 
last abode all matched 
the information from her 
death certificate and from 
her will. She is buried at 
Witton!  I cannot explain 
why she is buried away 
from either of the men in 
her life – maybe her 
remaining family felt it 
“appropriate”.  Although 
her partner of many years 

was buried in the 
nonconformist Key Hill 
cemetery, her burial was 
officiated by the local 
Church of England 
minister.   
 
The £5 digital download 
was almost 
instantaneous: it includes 
the burial register entry 
number, the plot and 
grave number for the 
named cemetery.  There 
is a drawback – the 
search indexing only 
includes first given name 
so if looking for John 
Nehemiah SMITH you 
will, unfortunately, have 
to search through all the 
John SMITHs. 
 
If you have lost 
somebody whom you 
believe could be in one of 
Birmingham’s public 
cemeteries, then visit 
www.birminghamburialrec
ords.co.uk/ - the initial 
search is free. 
 

JAS

 
 
  

Buckinghamshire Family History Society Open Day  
Saturday 28th July 2018, 10am to 4pm  
The Grange School, Wendover Way, Aylesbury, HP21 7NH. 
Research facilities including our names database (over five million entries), Parish Register, People, and Places 
libraries. Parish Register transcripts and other research aids will be on sale. Expert advice; guest societies from 
around the country; local history and heritage groups; suppliers of data CDs, maps, software, archival materials 
and much more.  
 
Admission is free, with free parking at the venue. Refreshments area for teas, coffees and snacks, also mobile 
catering offering burgers hot dogs etc. 
Further information, including a full list of organisations attending, can be found at www.bucksfhs.org.uk 
 
 
West Surrey Family History Society Open Day 
Saturday 3rd November 2018 
Woking Leisure Centre, Kingfield Rd, Woking, GU22 9BA 
10am – 4.30pm 
http://wsfhs.co.uk/pages/openday.php  

 

Buried/cremated in Birmingham? 

 

http://www.birminghamburialrecords.co.uk/
http://www.birminghamburialrecords.co.uk/
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Wills post 1858 
 
In the strong rooms of the 
now-closed Lichfield Record 
Office is a series of almost 
160 enormous tomes into 
which are written copies of 
Wills, mostly for 
Staffordshire residents, 
probated from 1858 up to 
the late 1920s.  I say 
“mostly” as a number are on 
the fringes – Birmingham, 
Tamworth…and so on.  
Each entry is noted on an 
index card and these are 
stored alphabetically by 
surname in a series of 
drawers forming not only a 
finding aid, but also a most 
useful means of checking 
out all of a surname. 
 
As part of the ongoing work 
by volunteers in the Record 
Office, a “last dash” is being 
made to get the index cards, 
which direct you to volume 
and page, inputted into a 
database which will then be 
included in the useful 
“Staffordshire Name 
Indexes” website.  This will 
enable researchers to find 
the locally held version, and 
obtain copy.  Depending on 

the decisions of the “powers 
that be”, you may in future 
be able to order copies 
online.  The index may also 
sort out a “missing” entry in 
the National Probate index 
online as some of the index 
cards helpfully show alias 
surnames.  There are tasty 
extras identifying ladies not 
actually married to the man 
whose name they used or 
those whose husbands had 
done a bunk to places 
overseas!  A number that 
have been checked to the 
National Probate service’s 
online calendar do show 
different addresses – 
making this index a boon to 
the family historian trying to 
resolve those strange 
differences that occur. 
 
We regularly hear “oh my 
family were miners, they 
didn’t make wills” - never 
say never!  A number of 
miners, and labourers, are 
included.  Some people 
were “formerly of…” places 
well outside the area 
(Middlesex, Cheshire, etc.); 
and some hint at a story to 
be explored by the curious 
researcher! 

 
There are tens of thousands 
of cards: AARON to AYRES 
is some 1,700 
cards…volunteers do a few 
hours a week and you do 
well to do 50 an hour by 
time obvious oddities are 
resolved!  This is an 
enormous project and the 
material could end up in 
storage before it is 
completed. 
 
Do keep an eye on 
“Staffordshire Name 
Indexes” online – 
remarkable what can be 
found there which is well 
beyond Staffordshire!  If you 
regard “Staffordshire” as 
representing where the 
documents are held, you will 
better understand the range 
of material included.   
 

Volunteer 

 
www.staffsnameindexes.org
.uk/ 
 
https://probatesearch.servic   
e.gov.uk/Calendar#calendar  

    

Examples of © Scottish records available on Scotland's People pay-to-view website.  An invaluable 
source for Scottish ancestors. www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/  See Illegitimacy article on next page. 

http://www.staffsnameindexes.org.uk/
http://www.staffsnameindexes.org.uk/
https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/Calendar#calendar
https://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/Calendar#calendar
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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Illegitimacy 
 

“Oh, there is nothing like 
THAT in my family tree”… 
believe that and you are 
living a dream, or ignoring 
what is staring out from 
census pages or birth 
registrations!  That said, 
trees online exhibit many 
examples of illegitimacy 
glossed over because the 
tree-owner did not think 
too much or even realise 
the dates did not work! 
 
Some fairly experienced 
family historians have 
been “put off the scent” - 
or utterly confused by the 
evidence they gathered.  
The following examples 
were all found to be 
illegitimate.  
 
Family myth: “My dad 
came from up north 
somewhere”.  He had the 
certificate for his parents’ 
marriage at Hints, too, 
naming the fathers, etc .  
This was during the 
debacle with the release 
of the 1901 census and 
the enquirer unfortunately 
died before that census 
was finally available.  A 
number of birth 
certificates for his father 
had been purchased, but 
none had a father named 
that matched the one on 
the marriage certificate.  
The 1901 census 
eventually came online 
and enabled the story to 
be unravelled.  In 1901 
there is a ten-year old 
William SMART living 
with grandparents in 
Hints, born “Fazeley”.  So 
back to the 1891 census 
and living in Fazeley, 
Tamworth was a young 

woman, unmarried, with 
her baby.  She was 
staying with her married 
sister.  That family was 
reconstructed and some 
conclusions drawn – the 
main one being that this 
truly was the missing 
father and he was not 
from “up north” at all but 
from the next parish 
along the Watling Street!  
Another long wait for the 
1911 census and there 
he is as a gardener at 
Styche – so it was the 
right man!  He used the 
name of his grandfather 
on his marriage, which 
took place in the village 
where they lived!  
Patience was required – 
but putting your query 
target into search engines 
periodically can suddenly 
produce a result!  There 
was a glimmer of truth in 
the family story: William’s 
mother had married 
Benjamin RANDLE and 
she had moved “up north 
somewhere” as by 1901 
she was in Penistone, 
Yorkshire!  
  
Missing parents:  “I want 
to know who the parents 
are of Thomas 
QUNNEY”. Thomas was 
born in 1837 just before 
civil registration but in 
1851 he is shown as 
grandson of William & 
Mary QUINNEY in 
Cropredy.  This was the 
enquirer’s first foray 
outside civil registration 
and census pages.  The 
traditional handwritten 
form of Q looking like 2 
seems to confuse 
overseas indexers.  Stir in 
that this family appears 
as QUINNEY, QUINEY 
and QUIRNY [yes, that is 

R in the middle] in the 
official records and there 
were a few challenges.  
How to prove who were 
his parents is the issue 
before civil registration, 
but in this case we were, 
eventually, lucky.  
Thomas was taken along 
to Cropredy church in the 
spring of 1837 and 
baptised by a vicar who 
did not mince his words: 
“bastard son of Catherine 
QUINNEY”.  So his father 
remains unknown.  His 
mother married some 
years later.  Catherine is 
a daughter of William & 
Mary.  Catherine had 
another son, James, out 
of wedlock…wonder if he 
and Thomas were half- or 
full- brothers.  Solved 
after use of variations on 
QUINNEY and 
particularly thanks to 
Oxfordshire parish 
registers going online! 
 
Lost in the census: At 
another help desk, an 
enquirer was stumped.  
He had found the 
HIRONS family group in 
the 1881 census but 
could not find them in the 
previous census – we 
failed at the help desk, 
too, so I offered to keep 
trying and asked the 
enquirer to return to the 
next help desk.  Using 
The Genealogist and 
members of the 1881 
household but without a 
surname, a family 
appeared in the right 
village - not has HIRONS 
but as PARRISH. The 
GRO indexes were 
checked for the births of 
children and all were as 
HIRONS / HIORNS.  
What was going on?  The 
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head of the household 
had remarried so the 
church copies of both 
marriages were 
examined.  On one his 
father was Daniel 
HIRONS but on the other 
Daniel PARRISH.  Daniel 
appears in the censuses 
as both HIRONS and 
PARRISH.  Why?  Well, 
we eventually got back to 
a baptism in 1798 “Daniel 
Parrish illegitimate son of 
Elizabeth Hirons”.  
Seems they were not too 
sure if they were HIRONS 
or PARRISH… 
 
Who was she?: “I really 
want to find out who 
Angelina was”.  
Surprisingly, quite a few 
girls were called Angelina 
in the middle of the 
nineteenth century, but 
this Angelina in 
Nottingham led one of our 
members on a merry 
dance.  The starting point 
was Angelina’s marriage 
in 1877 when her maiden 
name was SMEDLEY, 
but no birth registration 
was found for her.  A 
likely candidate was 
found as 14-year old 
granddaughter in 1871 in 
a household headed by 
John STOCKS but there 
the trail went stone cold.  
Using various names 
from the 1871 household, 
we eventually found 
Joseph STOCKS heading 
a household in 1861 with 
a 4-year old 
granddaughter Angelina 
but she is named 
HOPKINS. It felt “right”, 
and John/Joseph could 
be enumerator error, but 
why HOPKINS?  That 
1861 household included 
a wife, Lydia, and raft of 

step-children SMEDLEY.  
There is a marriage in 
1858 of Joseph STOCKS 
to Lydia RAYNOR – so 
where does SMEDLEY 
come from…or HOPKINS 
for that matter.  Was 
Angelina HOPKINS also 
SMEDLEY?  Why was 
Lydia a RAYNOR when 
she married?  If Joseph’s 
step-children were 
SMEDLEY, then Lydia’s 
name on marriage should 
also have been 
SMEDLEY, shouldn’t it?  
Confused?  Yes we were!   
 
Many – and I mean many 
- hours of bashing 
censuses, searching the 
enhanced GRO indexes, 
hunting for marriage and 
baptism records and 
some very lateral thinking 
drew a lot of information 
together: it may look 
simple here, but it was 
not! 
 
A key census page was a 
household in 1851 
headed by Charles 
SMEDLEY, married, 48, 
filemaker b Stapleford; 
Wife Lydia 38, b 
Sandiacre.  Children were 
Elizabeth 15; Caroline 13; 
Sophia 10; Charles 7; 
Thomas 2. The last few 
match the children living 
with Joseph STOCKS as 
step-children.  However, 
the children were not 
found on the GRO birth 
registrations as 
SMEDLEY: more lateral 
thinking and they were 
finally nailed down as 
RAYNOR / RAYNER, the 
name Lydia used on 
marriage to Joseph 

STOCKS. [So the 
declaration of “married” 
on the 1851 census was 
a lie – white or 
otherwise!] But which one 
was mother of young 
Angelina – and where did 
HOPKIN[S] originate? 
 
It took considerable 
unravelling! In 1857 
Caroline Smedley 
RAYNOR (yes, that is the 
name used at marriage!) 
wed William HOPKIN at 
St Mary, Nottingham.  
She died in 1860 and at 
the end of that year, 
young Angelina was 
taken for baptism when 
her parents were named 
as being “Caroline & 
William HOPKINS”.  The 
address in the register 
was that of her 
grandmother and step-
grandfather, who 
probably took her to be 
baptised.  This matched 
the family story that 
Angelina was orphaned. 
 
The birth registration was 
eventually found in 1857 
on the GRO enhanced 
indexing: [see foot of 
page]  
 
Angelina Smedley Hopkin 
RAYNOR, no mother’s 
maiden name given: it 
looks like her mother was 
determined to include all 
possible surnames 
connected to her child – 
and thank goodness she 
did as it was the final 
proof needed for what 
sounded like an 
improbable sequence of 
names.  During the first 
two decades of her life, 
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Angelina appears on 
records, in no particular 
order, as SMEDLEY, 
HOPKIN, HOPKINS and 
RAYNOR…all before her 
marriage.   
 
Added surname:  Again, 
the starting point was the 
census but this time it 
was 1891 at Top Row, 
Birchmoor when James 
PHIPPS, junior, is clearly 
declared as married, 
head of household and 
born “Gloucester”; in 
1901 he is James M 
PHIPPS born Cinderford, 
Gloucestershire and in 
1911 he tells us he was 
born at Oldcroft – which 
is a hamlet in the Forest 
of Dean.  Seems 
straightforward - he was 
known in the family as 
James Morgan PHIPPS.  
However, no birth 
registration could be 
found that matched. 
 
In 1881 he is living with 
his grandparents at 
Birchmoor – he is 
unmarried, 24 and born 
East Dean, 
Gloucestershire – he is 
James PHIPPS.  But he 
was not shaking out of 
earlier censuses as 
James PHIPPS.  His 
grandfather – James 
MORGAN – became the 
search target: James 
MORGAN is not 
uncommon – especially in 
the Forest of Dean area 
that borders Wales!  He 
remains elusive in 1851, 
but in 1861 and 1871 he 
is living in Oldcroft with a 
grandson James 
MORGAN in the 
household. Oldcroft is 
where our James 
PHIPPS said he was born 

in his entry on the 1911 
census.  No PHIPPS is 
attached to James junior 
at this point although 
there is a married Amelia 
PHIPPS in the 1861 
household.  In 1861 
Amelia MORGAN had 
married James PHIPPS: 
they set up home and by 
1871 had a few children.  
Armed with the MORGAN 
connection, the birth of 
young James was found 
registered as MORGAN 
with no mother’s maiden 
name given: an 
illegitimate child.  Why he 
became PHIPPS when 
well into his teens is 
unknown – it could have 
been on the move to 
Warwickshire to hide his 
illegitimacy, or to save 
confusion with his 
grandfather of the same 
name.  It is probable that 
he had no PHIPPS blood 
– if he had, surely his 
stepfather would have 
taken him in as a four-
year-old instead of him 
being left with 
grandparents.  From 
shortly before 1881 
onwards through life 
James continued as 
PHIPPS – sometimes 
with Morgan as a middle 
name. 
 
Scottish death: We had 
worked out that George 
NICOL was illegitimate 
before it was clearly 
declared on his death 
certificate in 
Aberdeenshire.  This 
document also named his 
father (they do this in 
Scotland – most helpful!). 
There was a margin note 
on the certificate that was 
linked to a “Register of 
Corrected Entries”.  A 

short time after his death 
had been registered a 
question must have been 
raised because the 
correction is the word 
“reputed” added after the 
father’s name.  In 
England & Wales the 
registrars can correct 
entries and sometimes 
you will come across 
these.  In Scotland it 
seems that the Procurator 
Fiscal’s Office has to 
agree the amendments.  
If you come across 
margin notes on Scottish 
civil registration 
documents, contact 
Scotland’s People and 
ask what it links to.  
Images of civil 
registration documents in 
Scotland are available on 
the pay-to-view site 
Scotland’s People: you 
buy a bundle of credits 
initially to start your 
searching but be careful 
how you use them!!   
 
Oh what tangled webs 
some forebears did 
spin…! 
 
Sources: 
 
Parish registers online 
with Find My Past and 
Ancestry; & Census on 
The Genealogist and Find 
My Past: 
www.findmypast.co.uk 
www.thegenealogist.co.uk  
www.ancestry.co.uk 

FreeBMD: 
www.freebmd.org.uk/  
General Registrar’s 
Website – especially for 
mothers’ maiden names: 
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/
certificates/menu.asp  

Scotland’s People: 
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/   

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/menu.asp
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/menu.asp
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
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This is about my 
Grandmother, how I 
became interested in 
family history and the 
journey of discovery that 
led from one thing to 
another surprising 
outcome.  With the help 
of everyone in the 
society, relatives old and 
new, the villagers of 
Newton Regis and my 
husband who is a 
scientist and looks 
forward and not back, but 
still manages to show an 
interest and carts me to 
all the places I wish to 
see where my family 
come from.  The new 
relatives I have 
discovered and keep in 
touch with, it is wonderful 
what you can do when 
you start ancestry.  Thank 
you all of you. 
 
De-Spencing the facts. 
 
Why did I start to do 
ancestry?   In my younger 
days I never paid any 
attention to family history, 
so consequently the 
journey of discovery had 
very little information as a 
base to start on a very 
historic family name.  
One day my brother 
asked me if I knew that 
my grandmother was 
brought up on a farm.  
This came as a big 
surprise as I had never 
heard anything of the 
sort.  My grandmother did 
not strike me as a 
farmer’s daughter, she 
was small, under 5ft, 
slender and very lady 
like.  I knew she was a 
teacher and could not link 
the two together.  Her 
name was Helen Spencer 

and was born in 1865 to 
George Spencer of Upton 
and Ann Miller of 
Mancetter and they lived 
at Clarkes Farm in 
Mancetter, somewhere 
near the canal and what 
is now a quarry. She had 
three brothers and two 
sisters and used to 
charge one penny per 
day  to teach pupils.  She 
also became a teacher at 
the National School in 
Mancetter.  Who taught 
her the teaching skills is a 
mystery as education was 
not common or cheap.  
The school was enlarged 
in 1890 for a hundred 
children so she was 
probably busy. 
 
Gran got married in 1902 
at Mancetter Church to 
Walter Miller who was her 
first cousin.  His father 
was one of the first 
photographers in 
Atherstone.  Her sister 
was married on the 
consecutive day and 
eleven days after her 
father died. A few months 
before her brother in law 
had died so it was quite a 
traumatic year. 
 
They lived at Bondfield 
Cottage, Mancetter and 
later at Hilltop, Long 
Street and had three 
children, one son Len and 
two daughters Lucy and 
Elsie May although Elsie 
died at 10 months old.  In 
the family bible which 
they were given as a 
wedding present was a 
little verse she had 
written;  ‘The Great 
Jehovah from above, His 
angles flight did send, to 
take away our harmless 

love, to joys that never 
end’. 
 
Both gran and grandad 
went into hospital on the 
same day when they 
were in their 80s & 90s 
and they both died within 
a few months of each 
other.   
 
George Spencer’s 
parents were John 
Spencer and Amey 
Jacques.  John was born 
in Newton Regis and 
Amey was born at 
Coleorton, Leics.  Until I 
got involved with the 
NNWFHS I knew nothing 
about the Jacques 
fortune still to be claimed 
and I suspect will remain 
so.  The Jacques were of 
Huegonot origin and 
another line to follow. 
 
John’s father was 
Thomas and his was 
Christopher b1710 and 
then Christopher b1670 
and then possibly another 
Christopher dating about 
1630. 
 
My 5 x Gt Grandfather 
Christopher and his wife 
Elizabeth had a son 
Robert who built a large 
farmhouse in 1718 at 
Newton Regis.  The farm 
is still operative and the 
house still lived in.  
During a visit to the 
village last year I was 
lucky enough to have my 
enquiry about Spencer’s 
farm which I was told was 
in the village at one time 
passed on to the farmer 
who actually lives there.  I 
had no idea that the lady 
who took my enquiry and 
was asking around had 

The Spencer family of Newton Regis 
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contacted him until next 
day when the phone rang 
and he asked if I was the 
person enquiring about 
the Spencers.  Since then 
I have visited the farm 
which still has the original 
stables, about a dozen, 
still standing.  On the 
front of the house is a 
plaque with the initials RS 
1718 .  The very kind, 
helpful and interested 
farmer gave me a 
fascinating insight into the 
origins of the farm and an 
old document about the 
village in the 1800s of 
which the Spencers are 
mentioned.  After that he 
took us to the church 
where a plaque is on the 
wall to a Robert Spencer 
who died in 1728, son of 
Christopher and Elizabeth 
Spencer, for a charity for 
the poor of the village and 
a payment to the Rector 
for preaching a sermon 
on the anniversary of his 
death.   
 
Ploughing through the 
records I found many 
Spencers going back to 
the 1500s in Newton 
Regis and Austrey, and 
the family obviously go 
back further than records 
tell.  They cannot be tied 
up precisely to my family 
but it is obvious that 
some or most are related.  
 
The following is more 
information I have 
managed to find out 
about the village from old 
documents and the 
farmer’s knowledge: 
 
Newton Regis seemed  to 
be a member of 
Seckington,, not 
mentioned in the 

Conqueror’s survey.  Until 
Henry IIs fifth year it was 
in the Kings hands which 
is why it was called 
Newton Regis but it was 
granted to Geoffrey 
Sauvage and it continued 
to his decendants while 
the male line lasted and 
after to the sisters and 
co-heirs to the last 
William.  There were 
many other owners until 
about 1650 when it was 
sold to the tenants.   
 
In 1602/3 Carolous 
Spencer and Robert 
Holden were Church 
Wardens.  The Church 
Wardens were from two 
old Newton Regis families 
.   In 1631 a Thomas 

Spencer and  ?  Princip 
were  the Church 
Wardens who were 
recording the births, 
marriages and deaths.   
The church has a bell 
with an inscription on it of 
the Church Wardens 
names,  being John 
Spencer and  ? Princep. 
 
Robert Spencer’s farm 
consisted of four farms 
and was eventually sold  
to the Inge family of 
Thorpe Hall who still own 
it today.  Robert died in 
1728. 
 
There were three farms 
all in a row along the 
main road through the 
village, most or parts of 
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them still standing;  On 
the corner was Averills 
Farm, then Blundens 
Farm  and next to that 
Spencer’s Farm (now 
Manor Farm), Spencer’s 
farm was also called Avril 
House, Avril Farm. 
 
John Spencer was an old 
man in 1860 and lived in 
Averills House, his dog 
was called Rover and a 
neighbour said he had a 
voice like a Trombone.   
 
Mr Princep diverted some 
of the pool water under 
the road and along the 
wall side through 
Blunden’s yard.  He and 
Mr Spencer quarrelled 
over it. 
 
Looking up the Spencer’s 
history tells me that 
Heraldry says there are 
five branches of the 
Spencers.   They are 
direct descendants 
(illigimate) from the 
House of Stuart. 
 
The origin comes from 
the 11th C in Norman 
England.  After the 
conquest, a Norman 
knight who accompanied 
William was Robert 
Dispenser b c 1050, 
Lillebonne, Normandy, 
son of Amauri Raoul  
d’Abbetot b c 1000.  The 
name spence comes from 
Latin dispensaurius or  le 
dispenser in Norman 
French.  The meaning of 
Spencer is Steward or 
Stewart – one entrusted 
with the management of 
property  and finances.  It 
can also mean kitchen 
but not in this translation. 
 

After the conquest Robert 
was rewarded with land in 
Bedfordshire  and the 
motte and bailey castle of 
Tamworth in 1086.  His 
children who took the 
same surname married 
into the royal blood of the 
English, French and 
Spanish royalty lines. 
 
Robert’s son was William 
who had two sons 
Thurston and Richard, 
Thurston inherited the 
castle and lands.  He 
married a noblewoman 
and had five sons.   
 
Hugh Dispencer  (the 
Elder) was Gt, Gt, 
grandson of Thursson 
who supported Edward I  
against Lancaster. 
He married without the 
Kings license, Isabelle, 
daughter of the Earl of 
Warwick and got fined 
2,000 marks.  The King 
used him to negotiate 
with France which led to 
peace in 1303.  He also 
went to see the Pope on 
the Kings behalf and was 
successful in his 
negotiations.  He was 
made a Baron in 1295.  
When Edward II was 
crowned he carried the 
royal insignia.   
 
He defended Gaveston, 
the King’s favourite  in 
1308 against the league 
of Barons which alienated 
him from  the Barons who 
regarded him as a 
deserter and dismissed 
him from the council but 
he was soon back in 
favour with  King Edward 
II and became his Chief 
Advisor. 
 

After the Barons 
murdered Gaveston he 
plotted with the King to 
exact revenge against the 
Barons.  The King was 
defeated at Bannockburn 
and Hugh was forced to 
resign from the court and 
council but in 1318 the 
King recouped his 
strength and was ready to 
oppose Lancaster and 
Hugh joined the same 
party.  At this time Hugh’s 
son, Hugh the younger 
joined the Kings side and 
they were given large 
land grants from the 
crown 
 
They were hated by the 
barons because of the 
plot against them and 
they accused them of 
acts of oppression and 
wrong doing.  As they 
were a noble family the 
Spencers held a 
prominent position in the 
party against Lancaster 
and because of their 
greed and ambition they 
used their influence from 
the King to their own 
advancement.  Hugh the 
younger quarrelled with 
the Earl of Hereford who 
formed a league against 
the Despencers.  The 
nobles rose up against 
them and took their 
castles and manors.  The 
Barons pressurised the 
King who tried to 
intervene on their behalf 
but he was forced into 
banishing them in 1321 
and the elder Despenser 
went abroad.  The 
charges were formally 
brought to Parliament and 
this caused the 
estrangement of the King 
from his people as 
parliament  had usurped 
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his authority  by not 
letting him see the 
Despenses.  In Dec 1321 
the King obtained a 
condemnation and the 
Despencers returned and 
joined the King in 
attacking his enemies. In 
1322  Hugh the elder 
was rewarded by being 
made the Earl of  
Winchester and his son 
Hugh (the Younger) was 
Edward II’s favourite. 
 
Queen Isabella, wife of 
Edward II  had gone to 
France as an 
ambassador to her 
brother Charles IV, the 
King summoned her back 
but she refused until the 
Dispencers were 
removed from power.  
The Dispensers 
persuaded the King to 
outlaw her but she came 
back with an army and 
marched to Bristol, she 
threw them out of 
Berkeley Castle which 
she returned to Lord 
Berkeley.  She accused  
Hugh Despenser of being 
a traitor and on 27th Oct 
1326 he was executed by 
hanging from 50ft high 
gallows, debowled and 
beheaded.  The rest of 
his body was given to the 
dogs, his head was sent 
to Winchester.  As he had 
supported Tewkesbury 
Abbey his remains were 
entombed there. 
 
His son, Hugh 
accompanied Edward II in 
his flight to Cardiff but 
suffered a similar fate 
when they were captured.  
His head was sent to be 
placed on London Bridge. 
 

In 1392 the Dispensers 
dropped the French name 
de and just became 
Spencer.  They went on 
to become four US 
presidents, politicians, an 
MP, a Prime Minister, 
Earls, Dukes and other 
nobles , Sir Winston 
Spencer Churchill and 
Princess Diana.  The 
Spencer Dynasty has 
lines, also, in Portugal, 
France and Italy. 

They were obviously very 
good at their job, very 
persuasive and highly 
trusted by the monarch 
and I am sure a good film 
could be made out of it. 
 
It is nice to know that 
somewhere in these five 
branches I belong and it 
would be interesting to 
see what DNA could 
make of it. 
 

Marion Perry 

Newton Regis Parish Church 
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Above left & right 
The eagle lectern  
and memorials to the 
Craddock family at 
Nuneaton church  -
see  article on page 
six. 
 
 
Left: - Newton Regis 
church.  See page 20  
The Spencer family 
of Newton Regis 
 


