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Copyright notice.  
 
All rights reserved.  No part of this publication may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form, by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, 
recorded or otherwise without the prior written permission of 
the Nuneaton & North Warwickshire Family History Society. 

PRIVACY STATEMENT:  NNWFHS is required 
by law  (GDPR act 2018) to ensure members 
understand why their information is 
recorded.  Your personal data is used only for 
the effective operation of the Society and is not 
disclosed to outside parties.  We therefore ask 
you to clearly demonstrate on your membership 
application or renewal those parts of your 
personal information that you are happy to have 
shared with other NNWFHS 
members.  NNWFHS removes your data from 
lists once your subscription remains unpaid for 
three months.  As a member you have the right 
to request copy of your personal data, to have 
inaccuracies corrected, or have data 
removed.  Your requests for such will be 
responded to within one month. Giving your 
consent to contact you enables committee 
members to send you information related to the 
activities of the society to give you full access to 
all the benefits of membership 
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The chairman and editors little box. 
 
In this issue we look at the end of the Great War.  For those returning from the front the war was 
over but its consequences lived on.  Spanish 'flu took hold in an already weakened population and 
killed indiscriminately. It was a long time before a semblance of normality returned.  
 
Towns and villages considered war memorials and how best to remember and honour the fallen.  
Atherstone had what was perhaps a unique photographic memorial produced shortly after the war: 
photographs of nearly all the Atherstone men killed displayed in two large wooden frames.   
 
Over the years these have been lost, but by good fortune the photographs survived.  These 
photographs, enlarged and  enhanced where possible, were used to form a large display in the 
church to mark the centenary of the start of hostilities.  That display, kept in the church for the last 
four years, has now been turned into a lasting memorial.  The photographs have been printed onto 
four large aluminium panels and will neither fade nor deteriorate. A fitting tribute to mark the end of 
the war.  Reproductions of the panels are featured in this issue. 
 
The Great War was later called the "war to end wars" in the belief that never again would nations 
dare to initiate such carnage.  Unfortunately that has not been the case and today a number of 
states hold arsenals of nuclear weapons which, if used would dwarf the casualties of WWI. The only 
thing that prevents this is the concept of "mutually assured destruction" usually shortened to the 
appropriate acronym MAD. 
 
A century after the war to end wars we take time to remember those who sacrificed their lives  for 
civilisation, and to hope that in an age of MAD sanity prevails. 

JAP 
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Secretary’s Scribbles 
 

In the last Journal I 
commented on the arrival 
of good weather after 
such a long, wet spring!  
Never could we have 
imagined how it was 
going to turn out here in 
“middle England”.  On the 
farm we had no rain for 
almost nine weeks, and 
then it was a mere 18mm. 
Will it be like 1976?  That 
autumn the rain arrived 
and it didn’t know when to 
stop.  These days it is 
probably only keen 
gardeners and farmers 
who notice the rainfall – 
or lack of it.  However, 
the weather was the very 
essence of life for our 
forebears…food relied on 
local production and that 
relied on the weather: you 
could only store a few 
foodstuffs, and then only 
by jamming, bottling, 
drying, smoking or 
salting.  The taste of 
salted sliced runner 
beans remains with me!! 
 
Since the last edition, 
we’ve been out and 
about: Shropshire FHS 
Fair was good, York 
Family History Show was 
a success, and then we 
popped in a late booking 
for the Buckinghamshire 
FHS Open Day/Fair at 
end of July and had 
another worthwhile day.  
We returned from 
Aylesbury to find the 
Cambridge FHS Fair for 
November had been 
cancelled, so if you were 
planning a visit please 
don’t.  To replace it we 
have booked Doncaster & 
District FHS Fair – it is a 
few years since we did 

this one so if you are 
within striking distance, 
do come along to see the 
team on 13th October at 
the School for the Deaf 
(opposite the 
racecourse).  On 
Saturday, 6th October, we 
make a return visit to 
Oxford FHS Fair at MEC 
in Woodstock, so again, if 
in the area, please visit 
and meet the team.  We 
also man a stand for the 
Federation of Family 
History Societies at some 
local craft events – as a 
local society we do a day: 
Saturday 22nd September 
Crafting Live and NAEC, 
Stoneleigh and on 
Saturday 3rd November it 
is at the NEC for Creative 
Crafts (other FHS do 
other days).   
 
Our programme 
organiser, Colin, has 
arranged an interesting 
and enticing mix of topics 
and speakers for next 
year which should appeal 
to all – we hope local 
members and their 
friends will visit 
frequently!  The printed 
programme will be 
available from 
September, and will also 
be available on the 
website.  Meetings will 
continue at the 
Attleborough Baptist 
Church where the rooms 
are proving to be warm 
and welcoming – we can 
open two into one when 
there is a larger 
audience: the flexibility is 
wonderful.  Come along! 
 
The help desks have 
continued through the 
summer though there has 
been a drop in numbers.  

That said, whenever 
there is a promotion by 
the libraries, numbers 
immediately increase!  
The venues are 
Atherstone, Coleshill, 
Nuneaton & Sutton 
Coldfield libraries.  We 
have had some unusual 
requests of late – and it is 
not always possible to 
breakdown a brick wall, 
but sometimes you find a 
nugget that enables a 
visitor to move their 
research forwards (well, 
back in time…!).  
Occasionally a topic pops 
up that leads to a story 
for this Journal.  Some 
enquiries have a swift 
resolution: one such was 
resolved by the superb 
website 
www.workhouses.org.uk/ for 
which Peter 
Higginbotham deserves 
great thanks! 
 
Of course, the coming of 
longer evenings will have 
researchers indoors with 
time to trawl the world-
wide web!  A recent 
“hunt” landed me on a 
site with interesting 
Leicestershire and RAF 
material 
www.rhaywood.karoo.net/ 

so take a look.  It had a 
link to a fantastic website 
for the Sutton & Warne 
area of Hull – and its local 
& family history centre 
which is all volunteer run: 
take a look – there will be 
something of interest 
even if you have no Hull 
connections: 
www.suttonandwawnemuse

um.org.uk/  One shock 
was to read that they 
have identified over 200 
men not commemorated 
on local war memorials.  

http://www.workhouses.org.uk/
http://www.rhaywood.karoo.net/
http://www.suttonandwawnemuseum.org.uk/
http://www.suttonandwawnemuseum.org.uk/
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It is always worth a spot 
of inventive Googling…it 
can lead to all sorts of 
findings!   
 
September is now with 
us, and time for you to 
consider the future of 
NNWFHS and the annual 
general meeting.  We 
need volunteers – nothing 
onerous, a handful of 
face-to-face meetings 
each year.  We also need 
volunteers for “chores at 
meetings”…refreshments 
and so on.  So please, 
PLEASE, have a chat 
with any of the committee 
– please help share the 

jobs!  If you cannot attend 
/ live out of area, you can 
still help.  You will have 
expertise to help with 
some aspect of 
NNWFHS’ work, so do 
tell us what you fancy 
helping with: we don’t 
meet you to do any arm 
twisting so you do need 
to let us know your skills!  
Please drop an email to 
membership secretary, 
Shirley, or to anyone on 
the committee. 
 
To finish, thank you for 
continuing your support to 
the Society and welcome 
to the new subscription 

year.  We endeavour to 
be a helpful, friendly 
bunch and welcome 
opportunity to exchange 
ideas with our members, 
so do please keep in 
touch! 
 
Happy ancestor hunting! 
 

Jacqui 
 
PS  Remember to tell us 
about your skills - blow 
your own trumpet for a 
change!  And please offer 
to help with chores – 
everybody’s tea making is 
better than mine! 

 
Annual General Meeting 2018 

 
FORMAL CALLING NOTICE TO MEMBERS 

  
The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall take place onTuesday, 13th November at 7.30pm 
at the Baptist Church, The Green, Attleborough CV11 4JZ.  
  
Please note that the final full agenda to be displayed on the Society’s website. 
  
All paid-up members are entitled to vote at the AGM and are cordially invited to attend. 
  
  
The meeting will be followed by Chris Jones: Life on the Midlands’ Canals One Hundred Years Ago. 
  

OUTLINE AGENDA 
  

1. To receive apologies for absence 
 
 2. To receive the minutes of the 2017 annual general meeting 
 
 3. To receive and adopt the Chairman’s Annual Report 
 
 4. To receive and adopt the Treasurer’s Report with Inspected Accounts to 31 Aug 2018 
 
 5. To appoint Anthony Boucher to continue as independent inspector of the annual accounts. 
 
 6. To receive the annual report of membership 
 
 7. To confer Honorary Life Membership   
 
 8. To thank the retiring committee, and to elect the the committee for 2018/9 
 
 9. To receive any other business relevant to the AGM 
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June 2018 -Topic: the 
National Newspaper 
Archive 
 
This meeting was a 
research and help session 
on the National Newspaper 
Archive led by Jo Darling. Jo 
gave a very interesting and 
informative presentation 
demonstrating the use of 
this online database and 
showing the scope of this 
source for gathering details 
of the lives of our ancestors, 
particularly during the years 
between census years.  Jo 
explained that the archive is 
free to search and you have 
to pay to view the images of 
pages. Some libraries have 
free access to view the 
pages in the archive and 
also access is free at 
Record Offices. We were 
given advice on how to 
search the archive, 
choosing a newspaper by 
name, the dates needed 
and names or events being 
researched.  Also we were 
advised that it is important 
to clear the search filters we 
have used on the database 
before starting our next 
search. Jo gave an 
interesting account of how 
she used the archive to help 
solve a murder mystery and 
how we can find a wide 
range of interesting 
information about topics 
such as absconded 
husbands! It is very easy to 
become engrossed in 
reading the news items and 
become side tracked. We 
were advised to make a 
clear plan for our searches 
when using this archive. 
The website address for the 
National Newspaper Archive 
is: 
https://www.britishnewspape
rarchive.co.uk/ 
This was a very enjoyable 
evening, generating many 

questions and much 
discussion with opportunity 
to do our own searches. 
Jo Darling was thanked for 
her excellent presentation. 
 
August 14

th
 2018. 

The history of the Post 
Office. 
 
Peter Armitage MBE 
delivered a lively and 
interesting talk on the 
history of the Post Office. 
The main focus of the talk 
was the role of the Post 
Office in providing 
information films and 
essential communication 
during WW2. Peter also 
answered questions on the 
early development of the 
postal service. 
In 1849 a law was passed 
stating that every house 
should have a letter box for 
post to be delivered. During 
the 19

th
 century, and earlier, 

paper was expensive. Not 
everyone could afford to 
write letters. Many citizens 
could not write.  A question 
was asked about a letter 
written and sent in 1834, 
before the introduction of 
postage stamps. Peter 
explained that the letter was 
written on horizontal lines, 
with further text being 
written over this at 90 
degrees to maximise the 
use of the paper due to its 
cost. The letter had a wax 
seal and was date stamped. 
The date stamp indicated 
that the delivery was paid 
for at a post office by the 
sender. Letters were 
transported by coach over 
long distances at this time 
and delivered by hand. 
Peter explained that when 
war was declared in 1939 
approximately 15000 
postmen joined the armed 
forces. This had a massive 
impact on the workforce. 

The male workers were 
replaced by females. The 
1872 marriage law stated 
that women working for the 
Post Office had to be single. 
The ethos of the time was 
that married women should 
be home makers. During 
WW2 the need for workers 
was so intense that this was 
relaxed, but women workers 
were required to enter the 
workplace by a different 
entrance, arriving at a 
different time and be 
escorted to their workstation 
by a manager. The women 
were employed in dealing 
with returning letters to 
senders, sorting mail, 
repairs to damaged mail and 
also in checking mail and 
acting as censors. This 
censorship was carried out 
by women who had a 
second or third language. 
(German and/or French) 
During the war years there 
were seven or eight mail 
deliveries each day, except 
Sunday. Members of the 
public were advised by the 
Post Office to post letters 
early in the day so they 
could be sorted and 
transported before possible 
bombing raids. Peter 
described a sorting office 
with a glass roof where, 
during the blitz, the staff 
could see the bombs 
coming! In 1941 26 sub Post 
Offices were flattened by 
bombing in London. The 
next day tents were set up 
so staff could deal with Post 
Office business. When the 
telegraph office in London 
was bombed the telegraph 
system was fixed and 
functional within 36 hours. 
The Post Office employed 
Telegraph Boys to deliver 
telegrams. These boys were 
age 12 to 13 years, a young 
age for doing a job that 
entailed delivering 

Speaker meeting reports by Shirley Beaumont 
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telegrams containing bad 
news from the front. In these 
difficult times there was no 
counselling provided for 
workers or members of the 
public.  
In the 1930 s the Post Office 
had a film unit for the 
production of propaganda 
films. Peter used some of 
these films to illustrate the 
advice and instructions 
given to the public during 
WW2. He described the 
impact on pupils of showing 
these films in schools and 
how most pupils were very 
surprised to see people 
smoking in a film. 
The first film was made to 
give the following advice to 
the public: 

 Clear your loft. The 

contents are a fire 

hazard. 

 Put containers of 

water and sand on 

every landing in 

your house. 

 Put a pencil and 

paper beside your 

“wireless” so you 

can write down 

instructions given in 

the news. If you do 

not write them down 

you will forget. 

 Do not use your 

phone except for 

short messages. 

The phone lines are 

needed by 

authorities. 

 Children’s clothing 

should be labelled 

ready for 

evacuation. 

 Train times will be 

changed and 

services cancelled 

as evacuation takes 

priority. 

 The noise of a rattle 

in the street is a gas 

warning. (It sounded 

like a football 

supporters rattle.) A 

bell sounding meant 

the gas threat was 

over. 

These instructions 
generated some discussion 
about experiences of 
evacuation and also how the 
young people of today 
would cope with a situation 
like this. 
Peter then went on to 
describe how mail was 
collected from post boxes 
after bombing raids, quoting 
an instance where a wall 
mounted post box was 
blown out of a wall. This 
was dug out by the army, 
the mail collected from it 
and then the box was stood 
up on the pavement so 
people could continue to 
use it for posting letters! 
To give further insight into 
the difficult times endured 
by the population Peter 
gave some detail of the 
effect on schools and 
education. There was a 
shortage of teachers as 
most men joined the armed 
forces. This resulted in a 
restricted curriculum. 
Rationing of food meant that 
cookery lessons were not 
possible. There was a lack 
of basic resources: paper 
and pencils. Playing fields 
were often used for growing 
vegetables so games 
lessons were reduced. If 
there was an air raid during 
an exam the invigilator had 
to note the time on exam 
scripts and evacuate 
candidates. If the scripts 
were destroyed then 
candidates had to do the 
exam again. 
The second Post Office film 
that Peter showed was 
about the bombing of 
Coventry on 14th November 
1940. The objective of the 
enemy was to terrorise and 
destroy the morale of the 
population. The city had 40 
anti-aircraft guns, but as the 
raid was at night it was 

difficult to hit the enemy 
aircraft. The first wave of 
aircraft dropped bombs to 
set buildings alight to enable 
the following bombers to 
see the target. The bombing 
destroyed supplies of 
electricity, gas, water and 
telecommunications. The 
phone lines were all cut off 
by 8.30pm. The lack of 
water impeded firefighting. 
The lack of electricity meant 
that the search lights could 
not be used to spot aircraft. 
The film showed the level of 
destruction but also gave 
much detail of how the 
people still attempted to get 
to work the next day and 
how they demonstrated 
resilience in the face of such 
extreme adversity.  
At the end of the talk there 
was time for further 
questions: 

 Post codes were 

first introduced in 

1956 in Norwich. 

 The building of the 

railway network in 

1856 had large and 

positive impact on 

delivery of mail. 

 The men who 

delivered mail were 

first called “letter 

carriers” before the 

name Postman was 

used. 

Peter was thanked for a 
very interesting and 
informative talk. 

 
NNWFHS visit to The 
Abbey Church of St 
Editha, Polesworth. June 
10

th
 2018. 

 
All photographs referred to 
in the text are reproduced in 
colour on the back cover.  
 
On this beautiful summer 
evening we were warmly 
welcomed by Fr Philip at the 
front of The Abbey Church 
of St Editha, Polesworth. Fr 
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Philip gave a very 
interesting introduction to 
the history, archaeology and 
architecture of the Abbey, 
speaking with great 
enthusiasm.  He pointed out 
the unusual layout of the 
building. Viewing the Abbey 
from the front, it appears to 
be two churches side by 
side as shown in photo 1. 
Fr Philip explained that 
originally the building was 
an abbey inhabited by nuns. 
To accommodate local 
people in this place of 
worship the church was 
extended so it had a Lady 
Chapel, photo 3, and a 
Nave, photo 4. This allowed 
nuns and local residents to 
have their own separate 
entrances and spaces for 
attending worship. The 
original Anglo-Saxon Abbey 
buildings have completely 
gone. The oldest parts of 
the present buildings were 
laid out in the 12

th
 century. 

The stonework at the base 
of the tower dates back to 
12

th
 or early 13

th
 century.   

Further developments of the 
buildings were made in the 
14

th
, 18

th
 and 19

th
 centuries. 

A porch was added to the 
north wall in 1921. This can 
be seen in photo 2. 
In 1539 Henry VIII closed 
the abbey and it is believed 
that the nuns were 
pensioned off. In 1545 the 
Goodere family bought the 
abbey and its lands for 
£1000. Francis Goodere 
tore down the abbess’ 

lodgings and built a Tudor 
manor house on the site. 
Polesworth Manor became 
a centre for the intelligentsia 
of Elizabeth I court circle 
including Michael Drayton, 
Ben Johnson and Raphael 
Holynshed. It is thought that 
the young William 
Shakespeare was educated 
at Polesworth School. 
Fr Philip continued telling 
the story of the Abbey when 
we moved into the refectory 
for tea and coffee. He 
explained that the Gate 
House of the Abbey, shown 
in photo 5, was built in 
1370. It was furnished as 
guest accommodation to 
encourage people to visit 
and support the Abbey by 
becoming patrons. The gate 
house has now been very 
sensitively developed into 
two holiday cottages. We 
were given a tour of the one 
of the cottages. Photo 6 
shows the interior. This 
would be a wonderful place 
for members to stay when 
visiting the area to progress 
their research, and/or have 
a relaxing holiday! 
Fr Philip had explained how 
to use the hand held VIS 
BOX to follow the guided 
tour of the Abbey Church. 
This audio visual 
presentation showed many 
features that cannot 
normally be seen for 
example the inside of the 
pipe organ and the bells 
ringing.  
In addition to the VIS BOX 

guided tour we were given a 
leaflet, containing a plan of 
the Abbey with detail of 
many of its historical 
features. Two guide books 
are available for purchase at 
the information desk. 

 Historical Guide to 

Polesworth Abbey 

price £2.20 

 A Supplement to the 

Historical Guide to 

Polesworth Abbey 

price £1.80 

The Abbey Church has a 
website: 
https://www.polesworthabbey.c

o.uk/about/facilities , where a 
wealth of detail about the 
history of the Abbey can be 
found. 
The fish and chip supper 
was excellent. During and 
after the meal there was 
plenty of opportunity for 
conversation, discussion 
and questions. One member 
of the group was invited to 
play the pipe organ as seen 
in photo 7. 
Fr Philip and his team were 
thanked for this very 
enjoyable and informative 
visit. A donation was made 
to the Abbey. 
Thank were expressed to 
Colin Cartwright for 
arranging this visit and the 
supper. 

 
Shirley Beaumont 

 
 

NNWFHS had not 

previously ventured to the 

fair at Aylesbury and, to be 

honest, with the heat and 

humidity of the preceding 

few days, Margaret & Jacqui 

were dreading a day being 

baked in a school  sports 

hall!  It was a relief when it 

was only 17 deg C that 

morning.   

On arrival, we found our 
table was at the furthest 
corner of everything: despite 
our early concerns, the spot 
proved no detriment.  In 
some ways it was 
advantageous:  the 

emergency exits were open 
with fresh air keeping 
pleasant temperatures all 
day (the jackdaw who’d 
come into the cavernous 
sports hall before our arrival 
spent the day in the rafters, 
complaining) and our table 
was beside folks we know – 
always handy for helping 

Bucks FHS Open Day & Fair - Saturday 28 July 

https://www.polesworthabbey.co.uk/about/facilities
https://www.polesworthabbey.co.uk/about/facilities
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enquirers whose geography 
is not good – and opposite 
the Family History 
Partnership bookstall which 
is generally well visited. 
 
The event is really well 
organised and relatively 
large – we were welcomed, 
visited, chatted to…and 
even given free tea/coffee!  
We were a late booking and, 
unfortunately, never got 
onto the website list of 
exhibitors which resulted in 
a number of visitors 
commenting “had we known 
you were here, we’d have 
come better prepared…”.  
We had one member come 

and speak to us.  We sold 
stuff.  No new members 
recruited, but forms taken. 
One lady new to family 
history - enthused by the 
“beginners” talk she’d been 
to at the Fair - found us 
helpful and said so, which is 
always so nice [she 
“thought” her late husband’s 
family had been in 
Nuneaton]. 
 
This is the first Fair attended 
for a very long time where 
stalls were not packing up 
before closing time – there 
were folks around right till 
the end.  And the rain came 
as we drove homeward 

breaking the nearly 9 week-
drought! 
 
After a day never over-
whelmed but never without 
visitors we agreed it had 
been worthwhile, and we will 
attend again in 2019 – date 
will be last or last-but-one 
Saturday in July depending 
on the school’s final term 
dates, unfortunately not 
available in time for 
NNWFHS’s printed 
programme. But if you are in 
striking distance of 
Aylesbury, make a date for 
next year! 
 
Events Team 

 

Back in 2014 st Mary's 
church Atherstone put on 
a display to mark the start 
of the Great War.  This 
featured artifacts and a 
collection of photographs 
of the men killed in 
action.  NNWFHS 
assisted in editing, 
improving the 
photographs and turning 
them into 8"x10" prints, 
and also mounted a 
display of our own.   
 
The display was 
continued for the next  

 

four years 
allowing many people to 
see and pay their 
respects to the fallen.  
Now, for the centenary of 
the end of the war the 
photographs have been 
printed onto four 
aluminium panels to form 
a lasting memorial. 
 
The panels are featured 
in this issue, pages 12 
and 13. 
 
  

St Mary's Atherstone - a permanent photographic tribute to 
those Atherstone men who died in the Great War 
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Consider what life was like 
at home during the Great 
War with the men away, and 
then consider what 
happened when a soldier 
returned.  Life could never 
go back to that before 1914. 
 
In the WWI, women took on 
work normally done by men 
and proved they were 
capable and worthy 
employees.  More than a 
few were champing at the 
bit to continue post-war in 
that employment, earning 
money – even though it was 
far less than the men were 
paid. (It was over fifty years 
before the Equal Pay Act.)  
How frustrating it must have 
been to find you were out of 
a job; imagine what 
resentment that might cause 
- more so if you were left to 
support your family and 
were sacked in favour of a 
man! Remember that 
women had few rights – the 
full right to vote was not yet 
in sight as the suffragists 
had ceased campaigning 
during the war; in 1918 
women over 30 years of age 
who held property were the 
only ones with a vote (1).  
Throughout the war, older 
children were able to leave 
school early in order to work 
– they may even have 
become the main bread-
winner for the family; in later 
life they may have rued the 
change in their expectations 
through lack of education, 
as did my great-aunt in her 
memoir (2). 
  
Now consider the condition 
of the returning soldiers.  
While those with physical 
injuries had visible evidence 
of the damage, all those 
‘shell-shocked’ – the 
existence of such denied in 
many quarters – or suffering 
the effects of poisonous 
gas, were struggling with 

their own lives.  In 
consequence, the family at 
home struggled too. We 
have all heard of families 
who felt their men returned 
as almost strangers.  Injured 
men were unable to return 
to their previous work; 
finding any work when you 
were minus limbs, had 
damaged sight or struggled 
for breath after being 
gassed, was nigh 
impossible, and   employers 
were largely unsympathetic 
- there was no social 
security net.  Many soldiers 
felt they’d been cast aside 
by the government so it all 
took its toll on the family at 
home. 
 
William SMART had 
volunteered, leaving his 
position as gardener at 
Hints Hall, and gone off to 
fight.  One of his comrades 
was killed.  So William 
returned, discharged, minus 
an arm, and then marries 
his comrade’s widow. His 
injury prevented return to his 
previous work; his wife 
constantly put him down, 
while her first husband was 
put on a pedestal of 
perfection. It was not a bed 
of roses according to family 
recollections.  After a few 
years William threw himself 
under a train. The local 
paper reported the inquest 
and he was said to be 
temporarily insane. Today 
he would probably have 
been recorded as a sufferer 
of post-traumatic stress 
disorder (3)*.  Many a battle-
scarred soldier took their 
own life – some while still 
serving abroad.  A regular 
soldier, a Sapper from 
Yorkshire #, took his life 
while serving in East Africa 
in 1917. After studying over 
thirty pages of his records, a 
military researcher 
commented... “How the 

army could report there was 
‘no evidence to support that 
he was of unsound mind’ is 
beyond me”. (4)* 
 
Tom RIGBY, horseman on 
the family farm at Little 
Packington, was enlisted 
into the Gloucesters.  He 
married 28

th
 March 1917 

and was in France a few 
weeks later.  He was posted 
as missing on 2

nd
 December 

and it was not until 28
th
 

January 1918 that he was 
recorded as being a 
prisoner of war. His wife, 
and his mother, must have 
gone through agony during 
those two months of not 
knowing what had 
happened.  It was 
publication of the soldiers’ 
records that enabled me to 
finally understand the 
statement he lost his leg in 
the war and that’s what 
saved him. As a severely 
injured PoW he was 
repatriated, and the 
amputation took place in 
England.  He was 
discharged unfit in 
December 1918.  The 
hospital at Roehampton 
became a centre for 
development of prosthetic 
limbs, previously made by a 
small number of local 
businesses, and it was there 
that Tom found himself once 
back in England. Tom had 
occasion to write regarding 
the level of his gratuity; 
having expected £5, he’d 
been advised it would be £2 
but he did receive his Silver 
War Badge... (4) No wonder 
there was resentment! 
 
There are books with 
accounts of the actuality of 
the Great War from every 
angle, but few were written 
about the aftermath.  The 
Soldier’s War by Richard 
van Emden draws on the 
diaries and letters of 

Back from the Great War   - the aftermath 
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soldiers (5).  A soldier’s 
comment was... ‘What’s to 
become of us?  We have 
lived this life for so long. 
Now we shall have to start 
all over again’. This gives 
you a good inkling of how 
apprehensive veterans were 
of civilian life after years of 
taking orders, surviving 
incredible hardships 
alongside comrades, some 
of whom lived while many 
did not, and who may even 
have witnessed a comrade 
being shot at dawn.  
Another soldier eloquently 
wrote... ‘Such courage and 
nerve as I possessed were 
stolen from me on the 
blood-drenched plains of 
France.  The trenches in 
Flanders helped make me a 
weakling. They sapped my 
courage, shattered my 
nerves and threw me back 
into a ‘civilised’ world broken 
in spirit and nerve. They 
might as well have taken my 
body, too.’  Veterans found 
it difficult to cope with 
having survived while their 
comrades had been killed; 
remember, there was no 
counselling back then. 
 
John REDHEAD, a farmer’s 
son, of Baxterley was 
discharged.  He had been 
gassed and the medics put 
his ‘100 per cent debility’ 
down to service in France.  
The Medical Review Board 
said otherwise, claiming he 
was ill on signing up and, of 

course, thus reducing any 
payments due.  He was in 
and out of Military Hospitals 
and finally discharged home 
to die. (4)  John’s signature 
on enlistment was bold, firm 
and clear but that on 
discharge a year later was 
weak and spidery; he was a 
physically broken man.  His 
grave is at Baxterley and we 
understand that the CWGC 
refused to maintain it as he 
was “not war dead”.  The 
village had certainly felt 
otherwise as he was 
included on the war 
memorial inside the church.   
 

 
To The Memory of The Men of 
Baxterley who Gave Their Lives in 
the Great War 1914-1918 
Their name liveth for evermore 
Eli BILSON – Rifle Brigade 
John REDHEAD – 10

th
 Royal 

Warwickshire Regt 
Fredrick SHAKESPEARE – Kings 
Royal Rifles 
Dick SMITH – Royal Engineers 
Charles TIMSON – Rifle Brigade 
May their souls rest in Peace 

  
Many returning soldiers 
questioned the handing out 

of medals.  You could have 
slogged your way through 
the worst of the mud, under 
constant shellfire, yet you 
were awarded the same 
medals as someone fresh 
off the boats in France who 
never saw a shot fired but 
who had “served overseas”.  
Gallantry medals for 
ordinary soldiers on the front 
line do not reflect the 
numbers of extraordinary 
gallant acts and a higher 
proportion were handed out 
to those safely behind lines.  
There was much resentment 
and it was not only 
expressed by those ordinary 
soldiers.  Van Emden wrote 
“… Lt Col George Stevens, 
commanding officer of the 
2nd Royal Fusiliers, had 
‘many fine fellows, runners, 
scouts, stretcher-bearers, 
patrol leaders, whom I 
recommended for honours 
but were turned down 
because they “only did their 
duty”. And yet one sees a 
certain class of officer 
wearing decorations for 
bravery who one knows 
never went within miles of 
the enemy.’ He branded the 
situation ‘the most awful 
humbug’.”  That “certain 
class of officer” says much. 
Stevens was himself 
wounded while commanding 
the 2

nd
 Battalion (6).  There 

is a list of serving personnel 
from NNWFHS area 
awarded gallantry medals 
on the Society’s website (7).  
 
After the War a small 
number of specialised 
villages were constructed to 
provide accommodation for 
severely injured soldiers, 
both married and single.  
Public concern and 
fundraising were 
responsible for initiatives 
such as that at Sprowston, 
Norfolk and at Westfield, 
Lancaster which was born 
from a letter home (8).  
There were training 
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opportunities; the Blinded 
Soldiers & Sailors Care 
Committee was founded in 
1915 and became “St 
Dunstan’s”, now Blind 
Veterans UK and it 
continues to support ex-
service personnel today.  It 
was all charitable effort. 
 
Yorkshireman, Wilf 
Robinson WHITFIELD 
returned from WWI minus 
an arm. He was an 
engineering draughtsman 
but, along with two others, 
he was promptly sacked by 
his employer who branded 
disabled servicemen a 
nuisance.  Wilf was rejected, 
dejected and spent years in 
poverty, but he helped form 
and support the local branch 
of BLESMA (British 
Limbless Ex-Service Men’s 
Association) which 
continues to support 
limbless veterans.  Wilf’s 
diaries are now edited and 
have been published (9). 
 
Although WWI service 
records were damaged or 
lost due to fire in WWII, 
there are many remaining 
now available on 
subscription websites.  Have 
you examined in detail the 
service record of those men 
in your tree who were 
husbands, and carefully 
compared dates to the likely 
conception of babies born 
during the war?  DNA 
projects could produce an 
unexpected result, so before 
you spend money on a test, 
check that there wasn’t a 
cuckoo in the nest!  While 
some families carefully hid 
such secrets, others were 
blown apart when a 
returning soldier realised his 
wife had been unfaithful.  
Some women were forced 
to put the child into care for 
fear of losing husband and 
family.  If you have a case in 
your family, please write 
about it for the Journal.  

“Before the Fall” is a novel 
based on the life of Annie 
BAKER who became 
pregnant while her husband, 
Arthur Breach BAKER, 
served abroad.  Ostracised 
by her own family, on 
hearing Arthur was due 
home on leave, she 
tragically killed her baby, 
and committed suicide (10).  
 
On the 11

th
 November 1918 

there was great relief with 
much flag waving; fighting 
ceased that day but the men 
were still serving abroad 
and conscription continued 
into 1919.  Many war 
memorials show November 
1918 as the end of the War, 
however, it was the Treaty 
of Versailles (28 June 1919) 
which marked the formal 
end of World War I in 
Europe.  The last Treaty, at 
Lausanne, was eventually 
signed in July 1923, and 
Allied forces finally left 
Constantinople later that 
year (12). 
 
There is evidence that only 
53 villages in England lost 
no men in WWI; they were 
referred to as The Thankful 
Villages but none are in 
Warwickshire (11). 
 
On Armistice Day, we never 
forget those who died on the 
battlefields, but we should 
also remember those who 
returned home maimed, 
broken, disillusioned, and 
the families who had to cope 
with the aftermath. 
 
Jacqui Simkins 
 
Sources: 

(1) Representation of the 
People Act, 1918 

(2) Unpublished memoir 
of Martha Tatlow 

(3) 16 Aug 1924 
Tamworth Herald 
www.findmypast.co.uk 
– see also * further 
reading below 

(4) Servicemen’s WWI 
Records: 
www.findmypast.co.uk 

(5) The Soldier’s War: 
The Great War 
Through Veterans’ 
Eyes, by Richard van 

Emden, published 
2008, Bloomsbury 

(6) www.ww1infantrycos.c
o.uk/royalfusiliers.html 

(7) www.nnwfhs.org.uk/ca
tch-all/first-world-war-
centenary-2/medals-
of-men-a-women-of-
nnwfhs-area 

(8) https://historicengland.
org.uk/research/inclusi
ve-heritage/disability-
history/1914-
1945/war/ and also 
http://eprints.lancs.ac.
uk/89306/1/2017purdy
phd.pdf Thesis on 
Westfield. 

(9) Wasted Effort: Journal 
of the First World War 
1915-1916 & 
Middlesbrough Diaries 
1917-1951, by Wilfred 
Robinson Whitfield, 
Ed: A. Care, A & P 
Fellows, published 
2015, independently 
published 

(10) “Before the Fall” by 

Juliet West, 2014, 
published by Mantle.  
Also newspapers 
1918 on 
www.findmypast.co.uk 

(11) “The Thankful 
Villages” 
www.hellfirecorner.co.
uk 

(12)  
https://en.wikipedia.or
g/wiki/Occupation_of_
Constantinople 

 
# Name withheld as the 
immediate family is still to be 
informed of the research 
findings. 
 
*Further reading on Post-
traumatic Stress Disorder & 
WWI: 
https://historyofptsd.wordpress.

com/world-war-i/ - especially 

quote from Smith & Pear, 1918, 

pp. 2-3.   

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.ww1infantrycos.co.uk/royalfusiliers.html
http://www.ww1infantrycos.co.uk/royalfusiliers.html
http://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/89306/1/2017purdyphd.pdf
http://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/89306/1/2017purdyphd.pdf
http://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/89306/1/2017purdyphd.pdf
http://www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/
http://www.hellfirecorner.co.uk/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupation_of_Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupation_of_Constantinople
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Occupation_of_Constantinople
https://historyofptsd.wordpress.com/world-war-i/
https://historyofptsd.wordpress.com/world-war-i/
http://books.google.com/books?id=zCQ6AAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=shell+shock&hl=en#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=zCQ6AAAAMAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=shell+shock&hl=en#v=onepage&q&f=false
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“I had a little bird 
its name was Enza 
I opened the window, 
And in-flu-enza.” 
  
So chanted children in 
playgrounds at the end of 
1918.  The “Spanish 
Influenza” pandemic was 
in Britain and killed 
many.  
  
It is widely believed that 
the virus came to Britain 
from France with 
returning troops after the 

Armistice.  Some men in 
the trenches had 
experienced what medics 
called a “three-day 
fever”.  On return, 
infected soldiers then 
travelled by trains to 
centres of population and 
the virus spread rapidly. 
  
It was called “Spanish” as 
that country was the one 
of the first to publicly 
report deaths, including 
the King of Spain.  In 
Britain, “bad” news was 

censored so as not to 
lower morale.  Lloyd 
George survived 
influenza, but over a 
quarter of a million in 
Britain are believed to 
have died as a result of 
the pandemic.  Over 50 
million died worldwide. 
  
A hard end to the War in 
Europe: did your 
forebears die at this time? 
 
 

In the Great War, church 
bells were silenced by the 
Defence of the Realm Act 
1914: they were only to be 
tolled to notify the 
population of invasion.  In 
an era without multi-media 
communications the bells 
were of secular importance, 
so Sunday ringing to 
summon the congregation 
was off and the bells hung 
silent.  In 1918, it must have 
been a joyous time – 
especially in rural areas, to 
hear the bells ringing to 
mark the Armistice.   
 
In north Warwickshire some 
of those bells have since 
been silenced… 
 
Great Packington church 
was sold off and is now a 
private residence - visiting 
the graves is difficult. 
Bentley church was 
demolished in the late 
1960s - the gravestones 
seem to decrease each 
year. 
 
A number of now-closed 
churches are maintained by 
the Churches Conservation 

Trust.  While none are in the 
NNWFHS area, close by 
are: 
 
Stretton-en-le-Field (off the 
A444, and just north of 
junction with M42) 
Brownsover, near Rugby 
Billesley, near Stratford on 
Avon 
Wolfhampcote, just off A45 
near Braunston 
 
By chance I have come 
across churches that are in 
care of the Trust, and have 
met some wonderfully 
knowledgeable volunteers 
on duty.  One was in 
Bridgnorth, and more 
recently in Goodramgate, 
York.  The latter has the 
most fabulous box pews.  
Not all open churches are 
manned. 
 
The Trust welcomes visitors 
(though check beforehand 
to ensure a church is open 
on day you wish to visit).  
They also allow hiring of 
churches in their care and, 
since 2015, some sites are 
available for “champing” -
camping inside a church: 

now that would allow us to 
sleep with the ghosts of the 
past! 
 
But what of those who rang 
the bells?  It was male-
dominated at the outbreak 
of the Great War and the 
Central Council of Church 
Bell Ringers reports that 
1,400 ringers died in WW1.  
To honour them, and mark 
the 100

th
 Anniversary of the 

Armistice, there is a 
programme of recruitment of 
new ringers and the “Bells 
Ring Out” project.  On the 
11 November 2018 we can 
all listen to the bells…and 
remember. 
 
Churches Conservation 
Trust 
www.visitchurches.org.uk/ 
Central Council of Church 
Ball Ringers 
https://a100.cccbr.org.uk/ 

 
 
  

1918 - After the death and destruction of the Great War the survivors were 
visited by a Great Contagion. 
 

And the bells rang out - after four years of silence 

http://www.visitchurches.org.uk/
https://a100.cccbr.org.uk/
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Four large aluminium plaques printed with the photographs of the fallen of Atherstone.  
 
It is thought that the photographs were originally collected by the Royal British Legion just 
after the Great War and displayed in two large wooden frames.  The frames have become lost 
over the years but the photographs remain. The Friends of Atherstone Heritage have an 
album containing a set.  Printed onto aluminium the photographs will not deteriorate or fade 
and form a lasting tribute displayed in St Mary's church in the square. 
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  St Mary's is open for services on Sunday 

and also open on Tuesday morning (market 
day), Thursday morning and Friday morning 
(market day).  Refreshments are available 
on those days.  Why not drop in for tea or 
coffee and see the plaques for yourself. 
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In 1838 the Pitcairn 
Islands granted women 
national voting rights; the 
Isle of Man in 1881; New 
Zealand in 1893 and 
Australia in 1902…but in 
Britain several Acts in the 
1830s explicitly excluded 
women from voting.  It 
would be almost a 
century before limited 
national voting rights 
were granted in 1918 with 
full rights in 1928: those 
years of lobbying brought 
into being a number of 
organisations for the 
cause of female suffrage, 
though the militant 
Women’s Society & 
Political Union (WSPU) 
was not founded until 
1903. 
 
“Suffragettes with Lucy 
Worsley” [shown on 
BBC1 at the beginning of 
June] was enthralling:  
Lucy Worsley draws her 
audience into the topic.  
This 90-minute 
dramatized documentary 
was costumed re-
enactment interwoven 
with visits to Parliament, 
No 10 and to the police 
museum to view 
artefacts.  It was 
complete with relevant 
pyrotechnics, plus Lucy at 
times in period dress as 
an “involved 
commentator” drawing on 
contemporary material 
not all of which appears 
in the general history of 
the era.   
 
The programme follows 
the WSPU - the 
suffragettes – and their 

radical and increasingly 
violent action to gain 
attention and be a thorn 
in the government’s side.  
Mention “suffragette” and 
the Pankhursts spring to 
mind, but this film 
features the other leading 
women of the movement: 
women from working 
class backgrounds.   
 
The horrific treatment 
meted out, with 
government blessing, to 
WSPU members by the 
police and by the prison 
service to those on 
hunger strike is brought 
home.  The programme 
similarly does not shy 
from naming names over 
the Parliamentary 
‘cosiness’ to ensure 
women would remain 
excluded from the vote.   
 
While we may assume 
that some of those strong 
and independent-minded 
women, and men, in our 
families were suffragists, 
few of the women are 
likely to have been 
rampant suffragettes.  
However, it is likely many 
supported the cause, and 
some would have joined 
various marches for 
women’s voting rights.  
On the new series of 
WDYTYA, Michelle 
Keegan’s gt-gt granny 
Elizabeth Kirwan, 
remembered in the family 
as a strong woman 
always helping everyone 
in the Manchester street 
where she lived, was 
listed on the 1911 census 
as “suffragist”.   

 
Suffragettes with Lucy 
Worsley is thought-
provoking - it should be 
required viewing for all 
women entitled to vote in 
Britain so they 
understand what women 
a century ago were 
prepared to endure for 
the cause. Keep an eye 
on listings for repeats. 
 
 
PDF Extended Pilot 
 
GRO has been piloting a 
service providing PDF 
copies of historical birth and 
death records. The pilot, 
originally extended to July 
2018, has now been 
extended further to continue 
to assess longer term 
demand and there is no 
planned end date at this 
time. Further 
communications will be 
provided in due course.  
 
Applications for PDF’s 
cost £6, must be made 
online and include a GRO 
index reference. England 
and Wales records available 
in this extended pilot 
include:  
 
Births: 1837 –1917 
Deaths: 1837 –1957 
 
Note: A PDF is not a 
certificate and has no 
“evidential” value, therefore 
a paper certified copy 
[certificate] is required for 
official purposes, e.g. 
applying for a passport, 
driving licence or where 
required to give notice of 
marriage.  
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/c
ontent/certificates/default.as
p 

Votes for women!   Suffragist or Suffragette? 

https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp
https://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/default.asp
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We regularly curse over 
being unable to find an 
individual in a census, yet 
have them in the previous 
and subsequent 
decennial collations.  We 
tend to blame a 
combination of poor 
indexing coupled with 
poor writing by 
enumerators. 
 
Over the years a number 
of cases have appeared 
at our Help Desks.  One 
some time ago was the 
search for a distinctively 
named forebear.  He had 
to be there - somewhere, 
he was born in 1895 as 
Edgar Samuel 
JEREMIAH, and he later 
married with that 
combination.   Could I 
find him in 1901…NO!  I 
did find his WWI medal 
card so the enquirer 
wasn’t totally empty 
handed. 
 
I tried Ancestry, The 
Genealogist and 
FindMyPast.  I even tried 
hunting manually through 
the raft of JEREMIAH 
families…there was no 
Edgar that tallied.  So I 
resorted to the 1911 
census hoping to 
establish a list of children 
to use the family group 
(with or without surname) 
search facility available 
on The Genealogist.  The 
1911 household was 
poorly written and, 
unfortunately Edgar was 
just Edgar, though of the 
correct age.  By using the 
combination of Samuel, 
Thomas, Maggie, Edgar, 
Maud the result was nil.  
Maud had been A.Maud 

in 1911, so I removed her 
name.  Nothing.  Then I 
decided to remove 
mother Maggie despite 
her being alive and well in 
1901 – and having 
married as Maggie.  
Eureka! 
 
This is where you really 
do end up “thinking 
outside the box”.  The 
family was finally located 
in 1901…as MORGAN.  
No way could JEREMIAH 
be mistaken for 
MORGAN when the 
enumerator was copying 
up his census book.  I am 
guessing that the 
enumerator asked for the 
names and ages when he 
called at the house, and 
wrote them down BUT did 
Maggie mistakenly reply 
“MORGAN” or did the 
enumerator know 
MORGAN was her 
maiden name?  He also 
“tidied” her name from 
Maggie to Margaret!  
Well, that is a logical 
explanation!  It certainly 
wasn’t that the family was 
hiding behind the 
MORGAN surname 
because all the children 
had been registered as 
JEREMIAH. 
 
After a good few hours 
bashing at the censuses 
coupled with some wider 
thinking and the “missing” 
family group was found.   
 
So if you cannot find an 
elusive individual, think 
widely…or even wildly! 
 
 
 
 

Searching online 
 
 We cannot explain why, 
but recently two searches 
on Ancestry in the 
libraries have failed 
miserably. Come home, 
try again within a couple 
of hours and they 
miraculously appear 
without having to 
“rummage”.  One was a 
marriage (in Oxfordshire) 
and one was a family in 
the census (surname 
enumerated incorrectly, 
but a search without 
surname had initially 
failed). 
  
The message is: try the 
same websites on 
different machines / in 
different places…and if 
the subscription service 
you have at home fails to 
provide what you believe 
is there, then try the 
services available in your 
local library – or ask a 
friend! 
  

Help Desk Team 

 
I have also noticed this 
on other sites.  You can 
enter full details of your 
target yet the website 
says no dice, despite 
having found it easily the 
previous day.  The 
solution is, don't take no 
for an answer.  Try again 
at a later date.  Unless of 
course you have 
destroyed your computer 
in rage!  Ed. 

When Jeremiah became Morgan 
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When working on any 
register, you come across 
items that distract you – 
you need to search out 
the wider story… 

 
The first meeting with 
William Flamark BLICK 
was an entry added to the 
beginning of a marriage 
register, opened in 1791, 
for Tamworth’s St Editha: 
 
Copy of a Certificate of 
Marriage Cape Town, 
Cape of Good Hope. 
These are to certify that 
William Flamark BLICK, 
bachelor, and Mary 
Lester PARKINSON, 
spinster, were joined 
together in Holy 
Matrimony agreeably to 
the Rites and 
Ceremonies of the 
Church of England having 
previously conformed to 
the Church Regulations 
of this Settlement, on 
Sunday 29th January 
1809.  By me L.H. 
Halloran, DD, Chaplain to 
His Majesty’s Forces.  In 
presence of George 
D’Aguilar; Natl. 
?Thagdon. 
The above was entered in 
this Register this 15th day 
of April 1815 and is a true 
and correct copy.  
Witness our hands, Fras. 
BLICK, vicar of 
Tamworth; Achbd. 
Leighton, Curate of 
Tamworth. 
 
One of the archive staff at 
the then Lichfield Record 
Office was South African 
Anita Caithness, who was 
intrigued when I showed 
her the entry.  She knew 
of the PARKINSON 

family name in South 
Africa and checked her 
“Archives and Records of 
the Cape” by Graham 
Botha, Struik, 1962, 3 
vols.  From Chap 10: 
Extracts of Marriages at 
the Cape of Good Hope, 
1806-1821, Vol 3, pg 260: 
 
Blick, William Flamack of 
Staffordshire, Surgeon 
86th Regiment; Mary 
Lester Parkinson of 
Middlesex, 29 January 
1809; Chaplain to His 
Majesty’s Forces. 
 
Secondary proof that the 
marriage was in South 
Africa.  Was this couple in 
Tamworth in 1815 and 
needed to verify that they 
were married?  Or was 
Revd BLICK at Tamworth 
determined that the 
marriage should appear 
in an English marriage 
register?  A little 
“Googling” provided the 
information that William 
Flamark BLICK was 
baptised at Sutton 
Coldfield on 31st October 
1783, the son of Francis 
and Ann BLICK.  
Googling also produced a 
death notice from The 
Times on Tuesday 21st 
August 1838: 
 
On Saturday evening last, 
in consequence of an 
accident, in the 55th year 
of his age, Dr. W. F. 
Blicke, of Marsh-street, 
Walthamstow, and on the 
half-pay of the staff-
surgeons of the army. 

 
A look at the online 
copies of the London 

Gazette gave some detail 
of William’s career.  In 
1806 (announced 15th 
March) he was appointed 
Assistant Surgeon to the 
86th Regiment of Foot 
and in the same 
announcements Lt 
Charles George d’Aquilar 
was appointed adjutant – 
probably the same who 
witnessed William’s 
marriage.  In 1813 
William is appointed to be 
a surgeon to the forces, 
from 10th Regt. of Foot.  
In 1815 William became 
one of the “surgeons to 
the forces” from “half-pay” 
dated 25th April 1815 
published on  20th May.  
In 1827 an 
announcement was made 
ending the partnership 
William had with William 
WRIGHT as “surgeon 
and apothecary”.  
 
Further delving into the 
Internet produced a letter 
of 1838 on the website 
www.earsathome.com/letters 
from John BING of 
London to Joseph 
ALLINGTON of Yoxall, 
Staffordshire telling of the 
death of William BLICK.  
John Bing was caretaker 
at the Rotherhithe charity 
school.  Perhaps the 
families are connected in 
some way as the letter 
mentions several of the 
BLICK family, and Yoxall 
is but a stone’s throw 
from Tamworth.  It 
seemed that Dr BLICK 
was thrown from his gig 
near the railway bridge 
and died instantly – 
maybe those early trains 
terrified his horse.  At the 
time of his death, William 

A distraction in the registers ... 

http://www.earsathome.com/letters
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was apparently Medical 
Officer of Health for 
Walthamstow, perhaps 
he was on a visit to his 
brother who was Rector 
at Rotherhithe – close to 
the home of John BING.  
The BLICK brothers were 
involved with a number of 
charitable works in the 
Rotherhithe/Waltham-
stow areas. 
 
The research of others 
states: “According to the 
Army List, he [William] 
was assistant surgeon to 
the 86th Regiment of 
Foot from May 1805, 
transferred to the 10th 
Regiment of Foot as 
surgeon in 1812, and 
went onto the half-pay list 
in 1813.”  The 86th 
Regiment of Foot was in 
South Africa for a period 
prior to going to India and 
this would have taken 
William to the Cape. 
 
William’s father, Francis 
BLICK was vicar at St 
Editha, Tamworth from 
1796 until his death in 
1842 and there is a 
memorial window at the 
church dedicated to him.  
Francis BLICK had 
attended St John’s 
College, Oxford gaining 

his BA in 1774 and MA in 
1777; the alumni lists 
show him as being son of 
Francis BLICK of 
Coventry.  The Revd 
Francis BLICK operated a 
school in Tamworth that 
is referred to in books 
about Sir Robert Peel’s 

life.  Three of Francis’ 

sons attended Cambridge 
University – Charles, 
Henry and Edward.  In 
1841 on census night, 
Francis – now an elderly 
man – was with one of his 
sons, who was rector at 
Rotherhithe from 1835-

1867.  Francis’ death is 

recorded at Tamworth in 
1842, and his probate 
was granted in the 
Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury, April 1842.  
Francis’ will is extensive 
and confirms his sons as 
William Flamark 
deceased with Charles 
and Edward still living.  
He also mentions his two 
unmarried daughters, and 
provides income also for 
Mary Lester BLICK, the 
widow of William. 
 
Other records of Francis 
include a 1788 surrender 
of copyhold property; on 
this Francis is Revd of 
Sutton Coldfield and his 

wife is Ann – and he is 
referred to as ‘Francis 
BLICK the younger’ 
suggesting his father is 
still alive (held at 
Coventry Archives). 
There is a baptism for a 
Francis BLICK, son of 
Francis and Katherine, at 
Holy Trinity 27 August 
1754, and a possible 
marriage of Francis to 
Katherine CROOKE at 
Holy Trinity on 11th 
January 1741.  There is a 
Francis BLICK, chandler, 
of Coventry in the late 
1700s.  Also on the IGI is 
a marriage at Monks 
Kirby in 1779 of Francis 
BLICK to Ann BUSWELL.  
The possible connections 
are for others to discover.  
Revd Francis exchanged 
much correspondence 
with Sir E C Hartopp  - 
and surviving letters are 
held at Leicester RO.   
 
A distraction!  Isn’t it 
amazing how a story can 
be developed from a few 
lines in a register coupled 
with some hours of 
“Googling”? 
 

Anon. 
 

Local BMD Certificates: 
Be savvy! 
 
Ordering local is to be 
encouraged – the copy 
certificates are of the 
originals, not copies of 
copies, and include 
signatures. However, 
there are variable 
charges being made -

 inflicted - by some local 
registrars' offices.  While 
some only ask a £1 for 
p&p on top of the 
statutory fee of £10, 
some are adding 
considerably more as 
"processing".  We had an 
enquirer attend a help 
desk horrified - as were 
we - at having 

been charged over 
£30.  Relatively new to 
family history, she did not 
understand the 
system was not set in 
stone from region to 
region, or that prices 
varied for immediate, next 
day, third day, by post, 
etc.  She lived near the 
area of her forebears so 

Hints and tips from the help-desk team 
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she simply hopped on the 
train and visited 
the registrar's 
office.  They had not 
explained their charging 
system: their options 
varied from £50 to the 
lowest of £16 - 
discovered from their 
website when you go to 
'order'.  
 
Before ordering from any 
local office, do check their 
charges: if not made clear 
on their websites, make 
contact and ask before 
you order!  Never pay 
more than £10 plus what 
you consider a 
reasonable sum for 
postage for any copy 
historic certificate.  
 
Remember that marriage 
registers for the Church 
of England are often held 
in county record 
offices.  More and more 
of these holdings are 
coming online on 
subscription sites: you 
can see an image of the 
register completed at the 
church and signed (or 
mark made) by your 
forebears.  It is - or 
should be - the same as 
the image from local 
registration 
services.  That copy 
charged at £32 could 
have been printed off in 
the library...for 10p.  An 
expensive lesson. 

 
In Praise… 
 

We often grumble about 
registration services 
around the country.  Their 
customer care varies 
greatly from area to area: 
some take forever to 
respond at all, some will 

answer yes/no to a 
question put, some refuse 
and some charge 
considerable “service 
fees” on top of the 
standard fee for a 
certified copy.  So we 
were surprised to send an 
email enquiry to 
Hertfordshire and receive 
an auto-response that 
they would respond within 
one working day…and 
they did!  But far more 
importantly, they did 
confirm we had found the 
right birth registration.   
 
The search had started 
with an enquiry from 
gentleman raised in a 
local children’s home.  He 
knew his mother’s name 
and also when she died.  
That provided her exact 
date of birth which was 
key.  She was also on the 
1939 Register, working in 
London – name and date 
of birth matched.  The 
only birth we could find 
was in Hertfordshire 
which did not match the 
enquirer’s “born in 
London”.   
 
After a little delving a 
marriage of probable 
parents for the 
Hertfordshire entry was 
found, and they were 
located in Hemel 
Hempstead on the 1911 
census. 
 
The questions put to the 
Registrars were whether 
their registration matched 
on the exact date of birth, 
and if the father was the 
one we found in 1911.   
 
Their response was 
incredibly swift, helpful 
and friendly: yes, we had 

found the right birth and 
parents! 
 
Hertfordshire Registration 
Services deserve several 
gold stars. 
 

Archaic Medical 
Terms 

 

How many times have 
you seen a word, 
probably scrawled, for 
cause of death and 
wondered just what the 
word actually is, let alone 
what it means. 
 
A recent enquiry to the 
help desk was for a word 
that the enquirer thought 
might be “peterus” but 
could find nothing to 
match it.  We felt it did not 
begin with P, but thought 
it could be Jeterus – 
which is a botanical term 
(but a registrar may have 
got it wrong!).  As Jeterus 
= yellowing, that led to 
jaundice…and that led to 
Icterus.  We looked again 
at the original and it could 
well be icterus – the scan 
was not the highest 
quality, but other c and e 
looked much like each 
other.   
 
So where do you start to 
work out these archaic 
words?  If you think you 
can read the word, pop it 
into Google.  
Alternatively, there are 
useful websites to trawl 
especially if you have the 
first few letters.  Here are 
some links to get you 
going – the first has come 
up trumps several times. 
 
www.antiquusmorbus.co
m/English/English.htm 
 

http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/English/English.htm
http://www.antiquusmorbus.com/English/English.htm
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www.genproxy.co.uk/old_
medical_terms.htm 
 
www.dragongenealogy.co
m/blog/2015/07/archaic-
medical-terms/ 
 
http://genealogy-
quest.com/glossary-
terms/diseases/ 
 

Help Desks 
 
In recent months visitors 
have been fewer – but then 
some days were 
oppressively hot and humid 
which undoubtedly stopped 
some venturing out … and 
some helpers wished they 
could have stayed home, 
too!   
 

Social Status 
 
At Sutton Coldfield a birth 
was required for 1881 – it 
was not a difficult hunt using 
initially FreeBMD and then 
moving to the up-graded 
GRO site 
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/

certificates/menu.asp which 
showed the mother’s 
maiden name…also the 
baptism was found on the 
Lancashire Online Parish 
Clerks’ website providing 
the father’s occupation and 
address.  There was a 
“matching marriage” just 
over the river Mersey in 
1871.  It all seemed to “fit” – 
first names and surnames 
all matched up perfectly and 
it was in the right time frame 
for births of the children; 
both groom and bride were 
“full age”.  However, the 
parish register image for the 
marriage was available on 
Find My Past:  we could not 
equate an 1881 riveter in 
the shipyards with an 1871 
professional cricketer.  A 
fellow researcher is much 
into cricket and soon 
reported that the groom on 
the marriage had played 
under a different surname, 
and that it was a period 
when “only gentlemen would 
be playing”.  Back to the 
indexes for another 
marriage…the only one in 

the time frame was in 
Monkwearmouth.  
Unfortunately, the parish 
registers were not found 
online so we had to advise 
the visitor to spend some 
money as a partial 
transcription online did not 
help.  Monkwearmouth was 
in the heart of Wear-side 
shipbuilding and the target 
person moved (from census 
information) around 
shipyards in Liverpool, 
South Wales, Southampton 
– so Sunderland is not that 
far-fetched.  But we nearly 
fell into the trap of finding 
right names in right place at 
right time…and climbing the 
wrong tree for wont of 
considering occupations and 
“social status”! 
 
And yes, the professional 
cricketer was tracked to his 
demise before we gave up 
on him…a Victorian 
shipyard worker turned 
professional cricketer would 
have made some story!

It is often commented that 
the inhabitants of 
Baddesley Ensor all had 
nicknames - some wish 
they had listed the names 
remembered by those 
now departed. * 
 
Nicknames are one way 
of differentiating between 
families of the same 
surname. All those John 
SMITHs we laugh about – 
but in some areas a 
single surname can occur 
in almost every 
household! In family 
reconstitution, each tree 
can be defined by a 
number, or you can 
define them by hamlets 
within the parish “SMITH 

of Green End” [even 
when they move away!], 
or by occupation “JONES 
the milk” and so on.  But 
if you are working on 
family in – or from - the 
northeast of Scotland you 
will come across tee-
names.  According to 
Wikipedia: 
 
A tee-name is a form of 
nickname traditionally 
used in the north-east of 
Scotland to disambiguate 
people with the same 
name or in the same 
family, in the same way 
as the agnomen (or in 
early periods the 
cognomen) was used in 
Roman naming 

conventions. A tee-name 
can be based on a 
personal characteristic, a 
trade, or where the 
person lived. An example 
is "Muckle Sanny Fite" for 
"Alexander White", where 
"Muckle" means "big" (a 
tee-name), and "Sanny" 
(or Sandy, or Elshioner) 
is a diminutive of 
"Alexander". Tee-names 
could be inherited from a 
parent. 
 
A friend was chasing 
SMITHs and COWIEs in 
and around Buckie, 
Banffshire where most 
were fishermen.  You 
would not believe how 
many men had the same 

Nick names, Tee names & naming patterns 

http://www.genproxy.co.uk/old_medical_terms.htm
http://www.genproxy.co.uk/old_medical_terms.htm
http://www.dragongenealogy.com/blog/2015/07/archaic-medical-terms/
http://www.dragongenealogy.com/blog/2015/07/archaic-medical-terms/
http://www.dragongenealogy.com/blog/2015/07/archaic-medical-terms/
http://genealogy-quest.com/glossary-terms/diseases/
http://genealogy-quest.com/glossary-terms/diseases/
http://genealogy-quest.com/glossary-terms/diseases/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/menu.asp
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/menu.asp
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nickname
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scotland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Given_name
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Family
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Agnomen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cognomen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Rome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naming_convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Naming_convention
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parent
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fore- and sur-name in 
one small village in the 
census. The inherited tee 
names were the only way 
of sorting some of them 
out!  Some census 
entries, and some parish 
register entries, included 
tee names – but not all, 
so you were still left with 
many individuals of the 
same name and tedious 
work it is to put them into 
family generation 
groupings!  Remember 
that the Scots had distinct 
naming patterns for their 
children so the problem is 
multiplied by each 
generation! 
 
If you find yourself 
trawling census or 
registers in the north-east 
of Scotland make careful 
note of anything that 
looks like a nickname – it 
could unlock the gate in 
that brick wall! 
 
Sources: 
1. For Buckie area, this 

wonderful website is a 
veritable gold mine: 
http://myweb.tiscali.co.u

k/sheena_charles/genealog
y.htm 
2. Scottish census 

transcripts 1841-1901 
are on 
www.findmypast.com 
and www.ancestry.com 
They vary in their 
transcriptions: always 
compare [Allan on one 
was Alex

r
 on the other].   

3. Images of Scottish 
census, Old Parish 
Registers (OPRs), civil 
registration documents: 
www.ScotlandsPeople.g
ov.uk  – pay-to-view 
only. 

 
 

Scottish Naming 
Patterns 
 

Courtesy of 
https://blog.findmypast.co
.uk/traditional-scottish-
naming-patterns-
2115646700.html where 
there is other useful 
information. Scottish 
migrants frequently 
continued using these 
patterns particularly pre-
20th century.  Using these 
patterns you may be able 
to identify the forebears 
of individuals, too! 
 
The traditional patterns 
for boys were: 
The first son would be 
named after the father's 
father (variation is after 
the mother's father) 
The second after the 
mother's father (variation 
is the father's father) 
The third son would be 
named after the father 
The fourth son would be 
named after the father's 
oldest brother (variation is 
after the father's paternal 
grandfather) 
The fifth son would be 
named after the mother's 
oldest brother (variation is 
after the mother's 
paternal grandfather) 
Girls: 
First daughter named 
after the mother's mother 
(variation is after the 
father's mother) 
Second daughter named 
after the father's mother 
Third daughter named 
after the mother 
Fourth daughter named 
after the mother's oldest 
sister (variation is after 
the mother's maternal 
grandmother) 
Fifth daughter named 
after the father's oldest 

sister (variation is after 
the father's maternal 
grandmother) 
 
 
* Baddesley nick names 
Someone did make a list.  
Here are some extracts - it 
is a long list! 
 
Albighton family 
Albert   Brick 
Tom   Butney 
Tom   Jainter 
Tommy  Kitty 
Tommy  Wakey 
Frank   Codger 
Albert   Cob 
 

Chetwynd family 
Johnny   Bottler 
Frank  Kruger 
Tom   Flick 
George  Gammy 
 

Fretwell family 
Harry   Chummy 
Joe   Fatty 
Jack   Shitter 
Sam   Samty 
Bill   Razza 
George  Pecker 
Jim   Wompy 
 

Wood family 
William   Cliff 
Albert   Docker 
Joe   Jodey 
Arthur   Match 
George  Choggin 
George  Fudgy 
 
From a list compiled by 
Frank Wood.  
 
 Such names were in 
common use up until the 
1930s and beyond.  Even 
now they are still used by 
some to identify later 
generations - as "a Wakey 
Albrighton", or "an Eggy 
Sweet". 
 
More extracts in later 
Journals.    Ed. 

  

http://www.findmypast.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/traditional-scottish-naming-patterns-2115646700.html
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/traditional-scottish-naming-patterns-2115646700.html
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/traditional-scottish-naming-patterns-2115646700.html
https://blog.findmypast.co.uk/traditional-scottish-naming-patterns-2115646700.html
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Membership matters. 
 
A big thanks to everyone 
who has renewed their 
membership. The 
membership renewal date 
is 31st August. If a 
membership is not 
renewed by December 
31st I have to delete all 
records of that member 
on that date to comply 

with GDPR. If you forget 
and this date has passed 
do not worry, just fill in 
another form, make a 
payment and you can re-
join with a new 
membership number.  
A number of members 
have purchased FHS 
online Vouchers. As I am 
still new to this role I 
prepared a document to 

accompany the voucher 
code explaining that this 
last for one year from the 
activation date and if a 
member already has an 
active voucher they 
should not activate the 
new one until this has 
expired. I hope this was 
helpful. 

Shirley Beaumont 
 

 
Future events 
 
Nuneaton and North 
Warwickshire Family 
History Society will be 
represented at the 
Doncaster Family and 
Local History Fair 
Saturday 13th October 
plus Craft Stalls. This is 
held at Doncaster School 
for the Deaf, DN2 6AY 
 
Crafting Live at NAEC 

on Saturday 22nd 

September, Stoneleigh 

Park Coventry. CV8 2LZ.  

NNWFHS will not be 

at this event. 

 
We had planned to be 
present at the 
Cambridge fair in 
November but sadly 
we have been 
informed that this has 
had to be cancelled. 
 

 

 

  

Notices and dates for your diary 

Next meetings at Attleborough Baptist Church 
 

9 Oct The Exhall Pit Disaster – John & Lynda Burton take us back to 1915. 

13 Nov AGM Life on the Midlands’ Canals 100 Years Ago - Chris Jones will take us on a 

journey of discovery. 

11 Dec Tudor & Victorian Christmases - Carole Haines will compare how the festive season 

changed. Journal available. 

8 Jan New Year Social—as usual bring 2019 along some food to share and enjoy the 

gathering!  Slide show, quiz, etc. 

Name   Consent given for contact by other members. 

Margaret Sutton consent for contact by Society not members 

David Richards davidr4u@btinternet.com  

Ian Palmer consent to contact by Society not members 

 

New members 

Wanted! 
Energetic people with vision 

and new ideas. 
Would you like to shape the 
future of your Society?  Join the 
committee and help steer us 
into the future. 
If you are social media savvy 
and have ideas about the future 
of family history and how 
NNWFHS can keep up with the 
new technological challenges 
we need you. 
 
If you think you can help talk to 
a committee member. 

mailto:davidr4u@btinternet.com
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Photo 5 The Gatehouse 

Above and left: 
NNWFHS visit to 
Polesworh Abbey. 
See story on pages 5 
and 6. 
 
Below: 
A permanent 
photographic tribute 
to the men of 
Atherstone who fell 
during the Great War. 
See pages 7, 12 and 
13 


