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The Editors little box
I have written in the past about the necessity of having a back up of your important data
in case of hardware or software failure. I have just been saved by my own advice. My
computer is backed up on a regular basis to a 4TB server, sitting on a shelf above the
monitors. Yesterday, as the Journal was nearing completion, my word processor
decided it was going to trash the last four pages and any effort to put it right made things
worse. However the backup file was fine and I was able to recover most of the lost work.
The utility I use to make the backup is SyncToy 2.1 available as a free download from
https://www.microsoft.com/en-gb/download/details.aspx?id=15155
Do you have a family story to tell? If so why not tell it in the Journal - I am always on the
lookout for interesting material. Length should be one or two pages of A4 and can be in
any format EXCEPT Publisher. Please include photographs if possible, but ensure they
are free from copyright issues - if in doubt ask! There is nothing like the thrill of seeing
your work in print. If your story is published in the Journal it will be seen by members, by
visitors to our website and will also be deposited in the British Library, the Bodleian
Library, Cambridge University Library, the National Library of Scotland and the National
Library of Wales. Your potential audience is huge, so don't write anything libelous or that
you are not happy for the world to see. Get typing now! If you are not a computer user
handwritten is fine, as long as it is legible. I look forward to hearing from you,
JAP
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Trivia, Trifles…and Tales
making it just about “do-able” in the day so
no overnight accommodation costs.

The events team has had an exceptionally
busy season due to the number of new
events – you have to try them, don’t you?
After the excursion to the new Family Tree
Live at Alexandra Palace, we had a
rewarding visit to Chesterfield & District
FHS Fair, a rather quiet one to Shropshire
FHS Fair and a much busier than
expected time at the new two-day
Genealogy Show at the NEC. Then it was
off for a very useful visit to The Family
History Show - York followed by its new
sister event at Bristol where we were
surprisingly busy with people from as far
north as Derbyshire paying us a visit! A
short break then it was Aylesbury for the
Bucks FHS fair at the end of July: a week
when it reached 33deg (that’s 92 in “old
English”) with humungous humidity, but
the Fair day was 17deg and wet - reducing
attendance considerably.

One opportunity at events is to network
with other FHS, to see what they are doing
and what seems to sell. The events team
has reported that paper publications seem
to be fashionable. As a result, during the
coming months we will be working on a
series of short leaflets – more elsewhere.
We hope you will offer to help – many
hands make light work. ‘Muggings’ has
volunteered to edit and set them up for
printing, so it is finding the material and
typing it up in a fairly formulaic style that
requires volunteers.
My book collection grows. I needed a
couple of Warwickshire volumes to help
with the above leaflets but could not justify
the prices of new or second-hand
(frequently more than new!) that I was
finding online or from the publishers. The
trip to Bucks FHS Fair produced one
volume at a bargain price – thanks to
sharped-eyed Margaret for spotting it.
Then Treasurer Sandra found me the
other on eBay…it seems you need to
search eBay separately as Google doesn’t
pick up single or short period items; but
make sure it is a UK seller you land on or
you could get caught with hefty shipping
and/or import costs.

We will be back to Bristol on 28th
September! The Bristol & Avon FHS
invited us - as we had such a useful time
in the south-west in July that we decided a
return visit was worth a punt. One of the
NNWFHS events team has Bristol
connections but missed the July event, so
he volunteered to help! Then it is
Woodstock on Saturday 5th October for
the Oxfordshire FHS event. Do come
along if you are in the area and make
yourself known.

We have identified an issue with GRO
listings. The expanded indexing available
at
www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates/m
enu.asp has some atrocious errors. When
the birth and death registrations were
inputted for the online access, you would
have expected the registration districts to
be correctly shown - surely the GRO
knows the names of its own registration
areas! We have found new registration
districts called Foleshill & Lowe [instead of
Sowe] and also Nunlaton [Nuneaton].
Two incorrect in the local area – and not
just on a single entry, time after time it is
incorrect. Frankly, it is a disgrace that
such basic mistakes are online from a
government department. You wonder how

These events provide opportunity for local
members to come along and meet the
team, but also offer recruitment
opportunities for the Society. Outside
events are key in providing valuable
advertising of our existence, too,
especially the commercially-organised
fairs which do much to promote their
exhibitors in advance. We need to
consider what we attend in and around
London in future years – Family Tree Live
at Ally Pally is two days involving our
volunteers in considerable personal
accommodation costs. The Family History
Show at Sandown Park is one day plus it
has shorter opening hours [10-4.30]
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many of the actual entries are
gobbledygook. The message is clear - if
you cannot find an entry, try other
sources: local BMD indexes by County or
UKBMD would be useful starting points.

have been borne by individuals, and by
corporate bodies, as marks of
identification. ... New coats of arms have,
since the fifteenth century,
been granted both to individuals and
corporate bodies by the senior heralds in
Royal service, the Kings of Arms.” That is
from the horse’s mouth – the College of
Arms [for England & Wales] www.collegeof-arms.gov.uk In Scotland, the official
body is the Court of the Lord Lyon, see
www.lyon-court.org/ Start with these in
your heraldic research, not an advert or
website peddling snazzy-looking shields or
scrolls.

Do you sometimes find yourself related to
friends? Being asked “What is the actual
relationship?” can cause some headscratching! Years ago I had a chart and
think it is time it was resurrected as not
everyone has a computer program which
advises “1st cousin, 5 times removed”. At
a help desk we came across a couple
appearing a second time on the enquirer’s
tree when another of their daughters
married in – with a generation jump, too.
It means some very messy calculations of
relationships - and a reduced gene pool.

With the WDYTYA TV series back on,
again we hear that Ronnie Wood was
dropped because his ancestry was too
complex “going back 300 years”. Other
personalities have had their lines traced
more than three centuries back, so what’s
the problem? If some blogs are to be
believed Ronnie’s family were ‘gypsies
who were on the canals’ [so that’s
incorrect for starters: gypsies, as the
Romany & Travellers FHS confirm, were
not boatmen – any more than boatmen
were gypsies]. Many of us have battled to
find nomadic forebears through the official
records. If the researchers have “cracked
it”, please show the programme so we can
all learn!! Or is the reason that they too
are stuck and the media company is using
a spot of hype?

The size of the gene pool is generally not
a problem with British research. My
grandfather frequently commented that
many of the farming families in north
Warwickshire were related – he was right
– but the pool is still fairly “free flowing”.
However, the gene pool is very small in
places like Iceland where family trees
have been recorded and combined with an
‘app’ which enables individuals to check if
their current ‘date’ is closely related!! Yes,
I can visualise what some readers are
thinking!!
https://blog.eogn.com/2017/02/28/icelands
-entire-family-tree-is-online/ is well worth
a read. Of course, we can all have our
various types of DNA “done”, but we will
not find those cousins unless they too
have had their DNA tested and are in the
database - despite what some advertising
campaigns claim. A recent blog pointed
DNA enquirers to
www.ldsliving.com/What-You-Need-toKnow-About-DNA-Testing/s/91206 with a
recommendation to read section 2.

NNWFHS now has a smart lapel pin
badge: £2.50 each. Should be available
by time you read this edition! Great
opportunity to show your support of
NNWFHS, and for other members to
recognise you!
With “summer” in full swing, I hope you
are managing to get out and about and
maybe walking those paths trodden by
your forebears!

I trust you have not been conned into
purchasing a ‘coat of arms for your
surname’. “Coats of arms belong to
specific individuals and families and there
is no such thing as a coat of arms for a
family name. From their origins in the
twelfth century to the present day arms

Happy hunting,
Jacqui
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An Enticing Opportunity
On the second Tuesday of March, June
and September, NNWFHS has a less
formal meeting. For 2020 the committee
has decided that you – yes YOU - the
members, will “take the floor” at each of
these!

We want to involve all members, so if you
are too far away or otherwise unable to
get to meetings but are natty with
PowerPoint or other means of showing
your story on a screen, please put a short
show together which we can present at a
meeting for you.

The format is simple: a talk or presentation
for up to thirty minutes [but could be much
shorter!] with discussion if wished on a
person in your tree, or a topic that is
driving you nuts, or an artefact attached to
your family history, or an unexpected
discovery…absolutely anything that is
associated with family history. You may
wish to use this as opportunity to pick the
brains of everyone present, or as a
chance to exclaim your Eureka! moment.
Please do not think you need to do a
polished performance: this is informal with friends!

Please look at your tree, pieces of paper,
photographs, artefacts, etc. The time limit
is set to encourage everyone to have a go.
It will be good fun to hear one another’s
tales – and no doubt learn, laugh and
maybe commiserate along the way.
We need to be out of the room by 9.30pm
hence a degree of planning is required.
Please let me know your topic, roughly
how long you wish to have, and at which
meeting – March, June or September.
We are really looking forward to hearing
everyone’s very different stories and
learning more of your finds along your
family history journey.

John Parton will tell us about “Grannie’s
Nuclear Knick Knacks” yes, you did read
that correctly. Alwyn Orton will tantalise
everyone with “Our links to Lady Jane
Grey”, and “Our link to One Foot in the
Grave”. Shirley Beaumont has some very
interesting forebears that you’d never
imagine if you know her…“An Ancestor of
Colour”. Celia Parker will tantalise with
“Trails of the Unexpected”. I have
threatened to do “Reuben, Reuben,
wherefore art thou Reuben” - the brick wall
I hit over three decades ago and is still
solidly standing! What will you be telling
fellow members about?

Jacqui
E: wesimkinsandson@btconnect.com
T: 07773641051 – if I am unable to
answer, do leave a message with your
number and I will get back to you.

Parish information booklets
NNWFHS carefully considers what
publications it can offer that may help
family historians with their general
research in the north Warwickshire area.
In today’s market, items need to be a little
different to stand out. As mentioned
elsewhere, our events team members
keep an eye open for what other FHS are
doing.

Understanding a parish, its history,
development, people of note [not
necessarily the gentry!] and special events
can explain a huge amount to those
wondering what life was like in a parish at
a point in time. A little insight into a place
may help them understand why their
family left a place, moved to it, changed
occupation and so forth. Not many will
plod through Warwickshire editions of
Pevsner, the Victoria County History,
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Hearth Tax Returns, Religious Surveys,
etc., looking for their parish – but a handy
guide to a single parish is far more
readable.

might be another by time you read this!).
The system is for individuals to type up in
Word and then the material will be edited
into a desktop publishing programme with
a fairly similar format for each parish.
Around 2500 words, plus some
illustrations, will make up a nice pamphlet:
if a parish is generating a larger amount of
material, then more pages can be
included. If you do not have illustrations
which you own, then say what would fit
and we will scout around for copyright-free
items – John Parton has a super collection
that he shares with NNWFHS! Don’t
worry about layout as this will be sorted
when the pamphlets are set up for printing
– and we have a “tame” proof-reader
available, too. The point of having many
helpers is that each will put “their stamp”
on a parish – no two helpers will have the
same ideas on what makes an interesting
read for a parish, over and above the
basic background information.

Over the coming months, a series of small
pamphlets will be produced – one for each
ecclesiastical “ancient” parish. We need
help – lots of it! Volunteers are needed to
bring this project to fruition. Can you
please be a willing helper? The pamphlet
contents can often be found online and in
a number of specific publications that local
libraries will have, or will get on loan. It is
drawing divergent materials together that
is key – and needs extra hands.
Community effort, crowd-sourcing, call
what you like…at the end of the day, many
hands make light work!
The pamphlets will not be in minute detail,
but will offer broad-brush background
history plus those hints, ideas, and
tempting nuggets to enable researchers to
explore further. For each parish, stir in a
little ‘something local’ to tickle the taste
buds of the family historian, and job done!
That ‘something local’ might be an event,
a particular industry, an individual of note.
In Shuttington a chance find on Googling
found a VC holder had been baptised in
the parish, and the “new” pub in the
marina at Alvecote provided opportunity to
mention Samuel Barlow and the canal
transport business. In fact, public houses
form a section in the pamphlets as, let’s
be honest, they have always been
relevant to all inhabitants if not as places
to drink, then as places to shun!

Please don’t just think about it! Drop an
email to Jacqui and ask for the notes and
samples: “think about it”…and then please
volunteer!! It is amazing what you can
discover about a place!
Those who help will have their names
acknowledged for that parish – unless
they wish to remain anonymous.
Email today and let’s get a community
effort rolling to enable NNWFHS to help
family historians (and maybe some local
historians, too) with useful new
publications!
Jacqui’s email:
wesimkinsandson@btconnect.com

As family historians, we garner information
on the places where our forebears lived:
what have you gathered? Alternatively,
you may live in a parish and therefore
have local knowledge and interest.
Whichever it is, please can you adopt a
parish? There are plenty to grapple with –
but offer before you start, in case the
parish is already nabbed by another
volunteer – perhaps you could work
together.

John, Val & Jacqui
Publications team
On the next page is one volunteer's
thought on her experience of the
project.

Volunteers will have a list of headings with
some notes, hints on where to find detail,
and a sample pamphlet for ideas (there
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When your Projects Coordinator gets
the bit between her teeth...well, there’s
no stopping her, is there? Jacqui and I
have been firm chums for years and
occasionally she sends me an email with a
plea for help and I have been glad to do
so in the past on all sorts of things for her.
I also do any proofreading for her.

remembering of course to slightly change
the wording to avoid landing up in court for
plagiarism! Once I had used that
information in my working document, I just
changed the text colour so that I knew that
bit was done and had been used.
It does take a bit of time to think about
how you are going to tackle it but once
you have come up with a plan that works
for you, from then on you are off and
underway. I was chuffed at one point
because I found out some information
about the railway in Willey and Jacqui
came back to me said...that’s new to me!
She was always there at the end of an
email to answer a question or direct me
where to find this or that.

She sent me some documents to
proofread all about the Parish Booklet
Project and told me what it entailed. I
enjoy creating documents in Publisher and
so initially we worked together, with
others, on the cover page design so that it
would be just right. I think the whole
project is an excellent idea and said so
immediately whereupon I was prevailed
upon to do a parish for her! Hmmm....that
is a step too far, I thought, because I have
no connections whatsoever with the area
and living in Orkney I have no local
resources that would help either. All I have
for research is the Internet and a few good
general books. I was also very conscious
of the fact that I have extremely limited
experience, compared with Jacqui, in what
I term advanced ecclesiastical stuff,
various ancient records, manorial papers
and so on. How on earth was I going to be
of any use to her?

I am still at the very early stages of doing
Willey and it will take some time, no doubt
about that, but I have found it utterly
absorbing and extremely interesting. I do
not find it hard or a chore at all; in fact, the
complete opposite! I am thoroughly
enjoying it, especially since I thought I
could be of no use at all. But let me
assure you, it is nowhere near as daunting
as it sounds! Really! I’ve discovered all
sorts of odd facts: who knew that an old
post mill is really a windmill on a post or
that Henry III granted a licence for Willey
to have an annual fair? And I haven’t
even got to the church bit yet!!

However, in the end I sent her an email
saying...look, if you think I could help at
all, then allocate a small parish to me and
I’ll see; I’m not promising anything,
mind...I’ll just have a look. Quick as a
flash, back came the template for the
booklet on Willey plus all the notes on how
to compile it, how to go about it and even
where to look!

Working on producing a booklet is a bit
like looking for that little piece of jigsaw to
enable you to complete the whole picture.
That can be very satisfying when you’ve
found the bit you want, that last little
nugget of information. And of course while
browsing the websites and then writing it
up in the booklet, it makes you think a bit
more and raises other questions like why
was the windmill only on a post? And how
many trains went through Willey on that
railway and why?

I decided the first thing to do was open a
blank page in Word and then I googled
Willey, Warwickshire. Two days later, I
had an eight-page document with all sorts
of stuff from the various websites that
came up. I copied and pasted relevant
information into my Word document,
making sure I also made a note of the
website address so that I could later add it
to the sources in the booklet. When I felt I
had exhausted that avenue, it was time to
start putting some of this into the actual
booklet under the relevant headings,

Finally, let me tell you all, all you who are
members of the society and readers of this
journal: if I can do it, then you can too!!
And if you live in, or have interests in, the
area, you have every advantage over me
and will be able to put all your own local
knowledge to good use in this project. Go
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on...think about it! Nothing ventured:
nothing gained!

years ago and think "this is very good, did
I really write that!".

Suzie Woodward
email: vestlaybanks@btinternet.com

Situated far from any of the parishes?
Distance is no bar in the internet era!
Google is your friend! [Other search
engines are available.]

A note from the Editor
You do not need to work in Publisher
unless you use it normally. Use Word and
we will feed it into Publisher for the final
booklet.

Think you can't write? Most people, once
they pluck up the courage to have a go,
are able to write well. The proof is when
you look back at something you wrote

Dodgy Dulson data and trashy online trees
What …??!!!

on evidence of correctness: they want
your trees, forests of them, to boost
their numbers. They are not in the
slightest bit interested in sources,
accuracy or probability. By all means
trawl trees online for ideas, but never
add them to your tree without verifying
every name, date and place to actual
contemporary records or images of
same.

Lisa Crankshaw’s article in the Journal
included DULSON, from Whixall in
Shropshire. What are the chances of
two members sitting on the sofa at a
meeting in Attleborough having
forebears with the same surname and
in the same Shropshire village?
DULSONs are pretty numerous: they
loved births out of wedlock and other
shenanigans. We have exchanged
what we think we know. We looked at
online trees for DULSONs…some
people [you cannot call them
researchers] grab every hint that pops
up online. They stick it on their tree
even when it is nonsense. I learned
that my gt-gt gran had married three
times – really? She married once, and
that after the birth of her children. A
copy of her 1864 marriage certificate
would have told a researcher that a
spinster was, well, a spinster. I
discovered she moved to Staffordshire
for the 1881 census: no, she was still
at Higher Heath, Prees where she died
in 1887! On it went...the few correct
facts were probably lifted from the
online trees of two of my rellies.

Likewise, do not accept those pop-up
hints without severe scrutiny. The hint
may only reflect a minor match to your
data and promoted because it is the
only match in the data held by that
commercial provider – no provider has
everything, despite their advertising
campaigns.
Lisa and I will continue to search. We
could be in for some serious family
reconstitution due to those
“shenanigans”!
Jacqui Simkins
PS An occasional problem at help
desks is to convince people that a popup online “hint” was wrong. “But it was
online so it has to be right”…[insert
expletive of your choice].

People see these nonsensical trees
and copy them: the fiction perpetuates.
The online providers will never insist
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Hi....yesterday, I visited your stand at
the local history fair at York
Racecourse. The reason was that I
have a copy of James Sambrook's
book "With the Rank and Pay of a
Sapper". My Grandfather was in the
216th Company in 1918. As he was
from East Yorkshire, he was probably
seconded into the unit later in the war
to cover unit losses.
I have a photograph in my possession,
showing Company Sergeant Major
Mitchinson...he also appears on pp7 of
the book. My Grandfather, F.C.Baldwin
is sat in the very centre, proudly
showing off the Military Medal he had
just been awarded, in the latter half of
1918.
I wanted to share this photo with your
society, as a few of the men would
probably have been from the Nuneaton
area.
Hope you find this interesting...
Kind Regards, Richard Yates
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Merevale Abbey - "Far from the concourse of man"
Orton on the Hill and Hardwick in
Derbyshire with Common Pasture at
Hartington and Pilsbury. A charter of
Henry II confirmed the grants of the
founder, and those of Gerard de Limesi,
Walter Camvill, Ralph de Baskerville and
Pain de Baskerville. By 1184 they had the
church of Orton on the Hill, with the
chapels of Twycross, Gopsall and half of
the manor and the Advowson of Baxterley.

Along Merevale Lane, not far from the
busy A5, lies the Gatehouse Chapel of the
former Merevale Abbey. It is a place
where peace and sanctuary can still be
found today, as the monks who founded
the nearby Abbey did, in 1148. The
Cistercian movement grew as a result of
some Cluniaic monks wanting to adhere
more strictly to the rule of St Benedict and
live a life of simplicity. In 1098 twenty one
monks under Robert of Molesme,
established a new monastic order at
Cîteaux near Dijon in Burgundy. This new
order was consolidated by Abbot Stephen
Harding, an Englishman and soon found
its way to this country. In 1119 Abbot
Stephen presented his "Carta Caritatis" to
Pope Calixtus II which was effectively the
constitution of the order. The appeal of
Cistercian spirituality, simplicity and
seclusion proved to have a powerful
attraction to recruits and patrons alike.

Each Cistercian Abbey was laid out on a
similar plan with water flowing through the
site surrounded by a range of buildings for
the community's needs. Activities requiring
clean water were situated up stream and
others downstream. Water enabled them
to fish, install mills and irrigate land. Each
year the Abbot would return to the mother
house and receive instructions regarding
the running of their Abbey so that all had a
similar design and rules. The choir or
white monks organised the running of the
abbey while the lay brethren who wore
brown robes, worked on the farms or
granges.

The land was used to support the monks
in their self sufficient lifestyle while the
choir monks spent their life in prayer and
work for the community. This was to
reflect the words of the Psalm which said
"Seven times a day, I praise Thee".
The first Cistercian Abbey in England was
founded in 1128 at Waverley in Surrey.
Robert, Earl of Leicester, (d.1168)
encouraged monks from Waverley to
establish another house at Garendon in
1133 and within a few years his brother,
Waleran, Count of Meulan and Earl of
Worcester (d. 1166) and his steward
Ernald de Bosco founded a house at
Bordesley, Worcestershire which then in
its turn founded Stoneleigh (1135) under
the patronage of King Stephen and
Merevale founded by Robert de Ferrers,
Earl of Derby in 1148.

Merevale Abbey, with its great Conventual
Church, stood below the Gatehouse
Chapel on the site of Abbey Farm. Around
the farm yard there is evidence of the
monks activities as well as remains of the
refectory with its "pulpitum" where the
monks would have listened to a sermon
while eating in silence. Local farms reveal
evidence of the large tract of Abbey land
which survives in names such as Moor
Barn Grange, Pinwall Grange, Le Grange
and New House Grange, where the Great
Barn is still used for farming despite being
built in 1506!
During the medieval period various gifts of
property and land were donated to the
Abbey and in return the monks would pray
for the soul of the donor. The register of
the Abbey which Sir William Dugdale was
able to access in the 17th century has
been lost but we have his record in
Monasticon Anglicanum and The
Antiquities of Warwickshire which give an

During the reign of King Stephen and the
wars with his cousin Matilda, the monastic
movement gained momentum in England.
Robert de Ferrers gave the monks, "all my
forest of Arden" along with land in
Whittington, the manors of Weston and
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The ruins of the Abbey with Merevale Hall in the background
idea of some of its activities. The founder
of the Abbey was buried in the Abbey in
ox hide in 1170. His grandson, William de
Ferrers was buried in the Chapter House
in 1245 and whose effigy was unearthed
in 1848 when Merevale Hall was being
rebuilt.

during that time. Each year, on the
Sunday after the feast of the Virgin, (8th
September) a service is held in the Abbey
grounds.
Rita Poulson © 2019

In 1535, the Valor Ecclesiasticus valued
the annual income of Merevale at £254.1s
8d and the two churches of Orton on the
Hill and Mancetter were valued jointly at
£73.4s.8d. On 20th July 1537 Abbot
Arnold wrote to Thomas Cromwell
acknowledging his orders to lease
Newhouse Grange to his nephew, Richard
Cromwell, for sixty years. Despite Abbot
Arnold's pleas, Cromwell did not relent.
On 13th October 1538, the surrender of
the Abbey was signed over to Visitor Leigh
for King Henry VIII's use. The Abbot
received a pension of £40, the sub prior
and four monks, £4.6s.8d each, another
three monks received £5 and one, only 3s
.4d. An inventory of the contents of the
Abbey and the grain stores and animals at
their grange farms was recorded but so
ended four hundred years of monastic life.
We are fortunate that the beautiful
Gatehouse Chapel of Our Lady, now the
Parish Church, survives as a reminder of
the devotion and dedication of the monks

Merevale and it's detached bits the thick line is the Warwickshire Leicestershire boundary
10
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Meeting reports by Shirley

June 11th 2019 Let’s Explore DNA
for the Family Historian.
Barbara Griffiths was warmly welcomed at
the meeting. She give a very interesting
and detailed presentation on the use of
DNA data as a tool to help the family
historian. To introduce this subject
Barbara described the nature of DNA and
spoke about how it can be used in family
history research. There are several
different types of analysis available and
the two main issues are to understand the
test results and also how to interpret them.
A show of hands indicated that some
members have used DNA testing. Barbara
then explained the basics starting with a
scientific outline of what DNA is. DNA is a
double helix formed from base pairs that
code for the proteins in the body. The
DNA forms structures called
chromosomes and humans have 23 pairs
of them in each body cell. 22 pairs are
called the autosomal chromosomes and
these contain the code that controls
production of our structural proteins and
also the enzymes that control our
metabolism. This code forms what we call
genes. The 23rd pair of chromosomes
contain code to determine the sex of the
individual. These chromosomes are
labelled X and Y. An XX pair gives the
genetic make-up of a female and XY male.
The 23 pairs of chromosomes are found in
the nucleus of each cell. DNA is also
found in the mitochondria of each cell and
this is referred to as mitochondrial DNA.
Mitochondrial DNA is only passed on to
the next generation through the female
line. To produce members of the next
generation the nuclei of specialised cells
divide by a process called meiosis that
involves the interchange of genes
between members of the chromosome
pairs followed by the separation of the
pairs. 23 individual chromosomes are then

passed from each parent to the next
generation.
Barbara described how the human
genome (pattern of genes) has been
worked out and this means that analysis of
DNA samples and comparison with DNA
from other people can give indication of
family relationships.
DNA analysis was then explained, with
some information about the different

11
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companies that do the various types of
analysis. We were advised to read the
terms and conditions for any company that
we use for analysis. These can vary as
can the methods of analysis. Studying the
small print is essential. For the DNA
analysis population comparisons are used.
These are modern populations,
sometimes in specific parts of the world for
example Living DNA uses British
population as a reference. The companies
hold databases of the DNA they have
analysed and these are used for
comparison. The bigger the database, the
more likelihood of finding DNA matches.
Barbara listed the following companies: 23
and Me, Family Tree DNA, Ancestry DNA,
Living DNA, My Heritage and Gedmatch.

results as percentage ethnicity. Family
Tree and My Heritage do matching
analysis using a chromosome browser
tool. Ancestry does not use a
chromosome browser tool and their
ethnicity results are also produced as a
map.
Y chromosome testing: Y-DNA. As the Y
chromosome is present only in the male
line this analysis is only applicable to
researching the male line.
Barbara showed some examples of results
from DNA analysis, in the form of graphs
and charts. All of the DNA analysis
companies give results as lists of DNA
matches. Email addresses may be
included to make contact with the
matches. We were advised to ask close
relatives for example parents to do a DNA
test if possible. Also there was a gentle
warning that this type of analysis can
produce some surprises. Finding relatives
in this way is a long term project and so
we need to be patient. The issue of data
security was raised. Barbara said that she
had never heard of a DNA data breach
with any of the companies. However
Gedmatch was used by the police in the
USA to catch the Golden State Killer.
It was suggested that the society should
form a ”DNA group” so members using
this method of research can work
together. Those present thought that this
is an excellent idea and the formation of a
DNA group is work in progress.
Barbara was thanked for a very interesting
and informative presentation.

Mitochondrial DNA is only passed
through the generations by females.
Family Tree produces the most detail on
this type of analysis. They test 16500
points looking for matches and sequences
in the code related to the database held by
the company.
Autosomal DNA. The particular
advantage of this test is that it can be
taken by males and females and it tests all
ancestral lines. It can reveal relationships
within a fairly recent timespan (around the
last two hundred years). The analysis
reports results back to around 5
generations with confidence. Matches are
reported in ranges for example 2nd to 3rd
cousins, 4th to 5th cousins, and
sometimes greater than 5th cousins. Often
people are interested in ethnicity of their
ancestors. This analysis does produce

A visit to The Church of Our Lady
Merevale. 9th July 2019.
Members and friends gathered at this
lovely church on a beautiful summer
evening. The visit was led by Rita Poulson
who gave a very interesting and detailed
talk on the history of the Church and the
Abbey. Photo 1 shows the welcome notice
and photo 2 the archway and gatehouse
at the entrance to the Church grounds.
This archway and gate house were built
by Henry Clutton in 1849. He also
excavated the Abbey site in 1848.
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The Church of Our Lady, Merevale was
built in 1240 as the Gate Chapel of
Merevale Abbey. Merevale Abbey was
founded in 1148 by Robert, Earl Ferrers.
He also donated to the Abbey all the land
he owned in the Forest of Arden. This
Cistercian Abbey was set up to allow the
monks to earn their own living. The
learned brethren who sang services and
managed the Abbey wore white robes
made of wool. The lay Brethren wore
brown robes and their role included such
tasks as working on the farm. Very little
remains of Merevale Abbey, just three
walls of the refectory. These are to the
east of the Church at what is now Abbey
Farm. The farm is privately owned. Every
year a communion service is held at the
ruins of the Abbey. The Abbey was a large
building and, being close to Watling
Street, ideally situated for visiting pilgrims.
The Cistercians always build a Chapel at
the gate of their Abbeys for the use of
visitors, employees and servants. The
Abbey itself was private and the daily
routine for the monks was very strict. Our
Lady of Merevale Church is unique
because it is the only Cistercian Gate
Chapel in the UK that is still in use for
worship throughout the year. The nave is
the oldest part, having been built in 1240.
The arch of the great east window dates
from about 1340. This features the “Tree
of Jesse” medieval stained glass window,
which is amongst the most important
Cistercian glass in the country. This
window was probably originally in the
Abbey Church. There are ten panels of
Kings and Prophets, all linked by the
branches of the vine tree. The tree
portrays the ancestors of Christ as listed in
St Matthew’s Gospel and also Old
Testament prophets. The stained glass
was removed at the time of the dissolution
of the monasteries and it was buried in
lead lined boxes. Following the dissolution
of the monasteries Abbey land was
restored to the Ferrers family. The lead
lined boxes of stained glass were found
during the building of Merevale Hall in
1830-1840 by the Dugdale family and the
window was then restored in the east
window of the church. The stained glass
image of Jesse was unfortunately missing.
In 1851 the first deep coal mine was dug,

at great expense, by the Dugdale family of
Merevale Hall. On 1st May 1882 here was
an explosion in the mine when gas ignited
causing a total of 32 fatalities. Mr Stratford
Dugdale joined the group of volunteers in
the rescue party he was amongst those
who died of suffocation.
Rita invited members to look around the
Church at the wealth of beautiful and
interesting features. The wooden Rood
Screen immediately inside the west door
dates back to the 15th century. This was
originally in the Abbey Church and it was
described at the dissolution in 1538 as
“the patrician of old tymber in the body of
the churche” and was sold for one shilling!
On the Chancel floor is a brass effigy of
Robert, Lord Ferrers of Chartley who died
in 1412. A medieval stained glass roundel
window has a picture of a monk playing an
organ. Merevale Church organ was made
in 1777 by Johannes Snetzler.
Photograph 3.

This visit was by the kind permission of
Rev. J. White. Sincere thanks are
extended to Rita Poulson for her excellent
talk and guided visit and to Ruth Taylor for
the lovely refreshments. Also many thanks
to all those who baked the wonderful
cakes.
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Tuesday 13th August 2019.
The Undoing of Polly Button. The tragic
life and bloody murder of Mary Green.
A talk by Stephen Moore.

payments and contributed to her poverty.
John Danks was in financial difficulties
and he had fallen behind on his payments
for his child so the birth of another baby,
with a bastardy order issued, would have
put him in greater debt. This provides
motive for the murder. Also, he was a
married man and it was well known that
there was conflict between Danks, his wife
and Polly.
On the night of the murder John Danks
invited Polly out for a walk through the
fields to Astley’s Hovel, a barn at Abbey
Green, having approached her house from
the fields rather than from Abbey Street.
The murder took place at Astley’s Hovel.
John cut Polly’s throat twice, one
superficial cut and a second cut that was
seven inches long and three inches deep.
Steve commissioned an anatomical
drawing to illustrate this for his book. Polly
used her cap to staunch the blood flow
and managed to climb over the gate at the
barn before she collapsed and died. The
theory is that she must have been trying to
get home to her children. John left the
scene, threw away the knife (it was found
later) and he was found the next morning
by constable Haddon on Nuneaton
Common (now Stockingford).

On this pleasant summer evening we
welcomed Steve Moore to give a
presentation on his research into the
dreadful murder of Mary Green, alias Polly
Button, in Nuneaton in 1832. Steve’s book
is reviewed in this edition of the journal.
Steve introduced the subject by explaining
that he would tailor his presentation to the
family history research aspects of his
book. He said he had originally planned
the writing of his book as a retirement
project. Steve told us that in the 1970s he
knew some of the story but five years ago
he became “hooked” on researching the
different elements of Polly’s story, and
also details of her descendants. Steve’s
wife is a descendant of Polly’s daughter
Hannah and the book is dedicated to Tina.
The book was written in sections as the
research progressed rather than from start
to finish. The chapter titles are taken from
Bruce Springsteen tracks. Steve also
explained that the financial data (wages
and payments) he gathered for the book
was pounds, shillings and pence. To
generate the bar charts and tables using
Excel spreadsheet involved converting the
amounts to decimal currency and then
converting back again! Excel does not
work with “old Money”!

John Danks was tried at Warwick Crown
Court. Steve described how he had
obtained permission to visit the court and
take a photograph of the view Danks
would have had from the dock. This is
included in his book. John Danks was
found guilty of murder and sentenced to
death by hanging to be followed by a
public dissection of his body at
Birmingham Medical School. The Medical
School was on Brittle Street, opposite the
Old Contemptibles pub. It was demolished
when Isambard Kingdom Brunel brought
the railway to Birmingham. The site is now
occupied by the car park for Snow Hill
Station.

Polly had five children by five different
fathers. She was expecting her sixth when
she was murdered by John Danks. Polly
was very unlucky with the men in her life.
Three of them died when they were young
and the fourth lived in Birmingham. John
Danks fathered her fifth child and also the
one she was expecting. Parish records for
St Nicolas Church contain the baptism
details and for each child and also there
are records of Polly’s applications to the
overseers of the poor for maintenance
from the father of each child. Polly had
also put in a “bastardy before birth orders”
against John Danks to get financial help
for the birth of his child. The warrant for
this was issued on 22th February 1832.
The early deaths of three of the men who
fathered her children deprived her of

Steve spoke about Polly’s children:
Elizabeth, William, Hannah, Ann and Jane
and their descendants. He described how
he numbered members of the family in
each generation and then their families.
Elizabeth is MG1 (Polly’s first child, the
MG standing for Mary Green) and
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Elizabeth’s first child is MG1.1, her second
MG1.2 and so on. This allowed him to
locate individuals in his notes as his
research progressed. He has 152 pages
of notes on Hannah and 209 pages on
Elizabeth. Steve used Ancestry,
Findmypast and Family Search, to
research the members of Polly’s family
plus the BT phone book and Rightmove
for finding living descendants. Thomas
Aldridge is Polly Button’s 5th great
grandson, an actor who plays the role as
Ron Weasley in “Harry Potter and the
Cursed Child” in London’s West End.
In the November issue of “Who Do You

Think You Are?” magazine there will be a
feature on Polly Button.
Steve concluded by explaining that all
profits from sale of the book about Polly
Button will be donated to local charities. If
purchases are made through him or the
Polly Button web site the charities will
receive most of the price of the book. If a
purchase is made through online
booksellers then only about 25% of the
price of each book will go to the charity.
Steve was thanked very much for a very
interesting and informative presentation.
This was a most enjoyable evening.

Book review The Undoing of Polly Button
The tragic life and bloody murder of
Mary Green
Author: Stephen Moore.
Publisher: Matador, an imprint of
Troubadour Publishing Ltd
ISBN number 978 1789018 837
Paperback 201 pages
Price £15.99
1. All author profits are being donated to
three local charities and good causes:
Nuneaton Women's Refuge, Chilvers
Coton Heritage Centre and Nuneaton
Memories.
2. To maximise the benefits available to
the charities, potential purchasers are
requested to buy directly from
www.pollybutton.com (which has some
useful/interesting postage or collection
options and a free gift) or from the author
at one of the numerous talks, guided
walks etc. as detailed on the Undoing of
Polly Button Book Project's Facebook
page.
(https://www.facebook.com/pollybutton183
2)
The next best option is to buy from a local
bookshop. Avoid Amazon if at all possibe
as only 25% of the purchase gets back to
Steve and the local charities.

the misfortunes that befall her. On the
evening of Saturday 18th February 1832
Polly was brutally murdered by John
Danks.
Stephen’s style of writing thoroughly
engages the reader and as the story
unfolds a very clear image of Polly’s
character and circumstances emerges.
The details of the events in Polly’s life and
the trials and tribulations of living in

In his book Stephen Moore introduces
Mary Green, known as Polly Button,
describing her family, living conditions and
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Nuneaton in 1832 have been meticulously
researched and all sources are fully and
clearly referenced. Each chapter starts
with a list of topics covered, making it very
easy for the reader to find specific
information. There are six and a half
pages of index giving easy access to
detail of people and events. Four and a
half pages of Bibliography provide
reference material to facilitate further
reading. The text has clear and helpful
footnotes. On the first page Stephen
explains that these give further reference
to websites and sources and that
enjoyment the story will not be diminished
if these are considered after reading the
book. On the same page details of the
currency of the time is provided so the
reader can appreciate the levels of wages
in Nuneaton at that time.
Polly was a mother of five children and
she was pregnant at the time of her
murder. All of her five children survived to
adulthood despite the levels of poverty
and disease prevalent in Nuneaton at that
time. A General Board of Health Report by
George Thomas Clark highlighted the poor
living conditions in Nuneaton. Polly and
her family lived in a small house in one of
the courts off Abbey Street. There was
severe overcrowding, poor sanitation and
disease was rife. The descendants of
Polly’s children have been researched.
2,128 have been found and some of their
very interesting stories are told in this
book.

townspeople had little money to spend.
John Danks was affected by this to the
extent that he ceased to pay Polly the
maintenance for the child he had already
fathered and a second one was on the
way.
The story of Polly’s murder and the
conviction of her murderer is told in detail,
using maps, drawings and photographs of
the area and reports on the trial taken
from newspapers. Statements from local
residents and items of physical evidence
are described. Stephen commissioned
georeferenced versions of the trial maps
to be included in his book, giving the
reader a clearer explanation of the murder
scene, key sites where events took place
and movements of the parties concerned.
There is a very helpful illustration showing
the map used at the trial overlaid with the
layout of modern Nuneaton. Some
statements used at the trial described the
sounds heard by witnesses. Stephen
contacted the Archive Information Officer
at the National Meteorological Library
requesting detail of the weather on the
night of the murder in order to check the
feasibility of this evidence.
John Danks was convicted of the murder
of Polly Button at Warwick Crown Court
and hanged in front of Warwick gaol. The
fate of his body after the hanging is
described and reading the book tells all!
The Undoing of Polly Button is an
excellent read. It provides a detailed
description of a dreadful event and
contains an absolute wealth of the local
and social history of Nuneaton. Stephen
Moore has written a gripping story and a
thoroughly researched account of events.
This book is a goldmine of information and
will be a very valuable addition to the
bookshelves of those who love history and
detective stories.

In the early 19th century a large proportion
of the citizens of Nuneaton were ribbon
weavers. This local industry fell into
decline due to the introduction of the use
of machines to replace hand looms and
the removal on import controls on ribbon
from France. The reader is provided with
evidence of this from a number of
Government Reports containing a wide
range of statistics on employment, wages
and use of hand looms for weaving. The
failure of this local industry led to poverty
and this impacted on other workers and
businesses in Nuneaton. As a result the

Shirley Beaumont
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“They couldn’t read or write!"
Family historians see their Victorian
forebears in parish registers, census, and
not much else unless they cropped up in
the workhouse or courts. Many a
comment is passed that ancestors couldn’t
read or write – because they “made their
mark” in a marriage register.
Using solely these entries to assess
literacy gives a false impression. There is
evidence in marriage registers that some
incumbents would not let “ordinary” folk
anywhere near their registers – they would
sully them! Every entry is signed “by
mark”. Why otherwise would someone
who signed by mark as witness or
marriage partner, sign competently a short
time before or after in a neighbouring
church, or even the same church but with
a different minister? You may find an
early census entry showing “scholar” for
someone you thought was unable to write.
Families were keen for the census
enumerator to know their child was having
some form of schooling. Think about it wouldn’t writing their own name be part of
their basic learning?

The school at Kingsbury
Augustinian monks. This was followed by
some Grammar Schools created
specifically for the education, in Latin, of
sons of the aristocracy going in for holy
orders, etc. The universities of Oxford and
Cambridge were each founded by the
early thirtenth century.
In the sixteenth century, Edward VI
reorganised the existing Grammar
Schools and created a system of “free”
ones, open to all who could afford to
attend. This is the origin of KEGS in
Nuneaton and other King Edward VI
Grammar Schools around the country.

So how were our forebears educated?
Money and religion are key to education;
the money may not necessarily be from
the hands of the parents of the children.
Education often remained linked to
religious institutions into the nineteenth
century, although charity or endowed
schools and "free” grammar schools,
which were open to children of any
religious beliefs, became more common.
Reforms during the nineteenth century
widened education provision and
introduced varying levels of state funding.
Education became compulsory for children
aged 5 to 10 only in the 1880s. Since
then, various Education Acts have raised
the leaving age to 18 years.

After the Act of Uniformity in 1662,
nonconformist groups could organise their
own education and Colleges were
established for training ministers.
From the sixteenth century there were
also “dame schools” which varied greatly
from what some claim were little more
than “child day care” to those that
provided a degree of teaching of reading
and arithmetic, with household duties for
the girls (what else would a girl need to
know?!!). Although termed “dame” not all
were run by local widows. Commonly,
parents paid a small fee and often these
schools were within the home of the
person running it. Alongside these were
occasional school, some boarding, run by
clergy. They were all based on parents
making a payment for the education.

Before the early 1800s, schools were few
and frequently run by the established
Church with religious teaching to the fore.
The first known school was in Canterbury
in the sixth century established by
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State funding was introduced during the
nineteenth century and was variously
based on attendances, achievements and
inspections or a combination of these.
There were frequent issues over lack of
money for building maintenance and such.
(Nothing much changes!) As funding from
the national purse changed, some local
schools closed.

There were local schools established with
endowments from landed gentry, wealthy
merchants and similar. Some employed a
“master” or “mistress”. Many of these
schools continued into the late 1800s until
absorbed by other systems, or closed as
children went to other schools provided
free.
In 1808 the British and Foreign School
Society for the Education of the
Labouring and Manufacturing Classes
of Society of Every Religious
Persuasion was founded. The aim was to
provide education for the poor of any
religious persuasion. The schools were
often called the “British School” to
distinguish from the “National School” of
the Church of England.
In 1811 the National Society (more
correctly the National Society for
Promoting the Education of the Poor in
the Principles of the Established
Church in England and Wales) was
founded with the aim of establishing a
Church of England “National” school in
every parish. The local societies
established would often resist attempts to
introduce secular education. In Coventry,
for example, the introduction of Board
schools seems to have promoted
competition between schools with a flurry
of expansion of National Schools.

The school at Hartshill

It was at the beginning of the twentieth
century that education came within the
remit of county councils and Education
Departments came into being.
In the early nineteenth century, the
common method of teaching, especially in
church schools, was monitorial. Older
children were monitors who assisted a
single schoolmaster or schoolmistress.
J.W. Docking in Victorian Schools and
Scholars (which deals largely with
Coventry schools) quotes a report of 1846
by Her Majesty’s Inspectors about
Midlands schools “With very few
exceptions, the children are taught by one
another.” And another report of 1861
records that only seventeen trained
teachers were employed in church schools
in all the counties of Gloucester, Hereford,
Monmouth, Oxford, Warwick & Worcester
– less than three in each county!

The older SPCK (Society for Promoting
Christian Knowledge) also promoted
Christian education and supported the
building of schools. The organisation still
exists. The SPCK is reputed to have
introduced teacher training.
It was as a result of the Act of 1870 that
local School Boards could be established.
These “Board Schools” could be for a
town, an area, or a collection of villages;
each area determined if it should form a
Board and each Board decided if the
education was free or otherwise. Board
Schools received national funding and
also could receive funding from the local
rates.

Docking does not mince his words about
the quality of teaching in the records
studied for Coventry. “The calibre of local
Victorian head teachers (known as the
“masters” or “mistresses”) appears to have
varied from the corrupt and complaining to
the diligent and dedicated. Generally the
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Bedworth Girls School
qualifications and experience of head
teachers improved during the century…”
North Warwickshire schools would not be
much different.

the terms of establishment for many
endowed schools.
Stir into the above the Sunday Schools
movement (whether Church of England or
Nonconformist) which promoted the ability
to read in order to study the bible and few
children went without any education at all.
The Industrial Revolution provided work
opportunity for children who may well have
only received teaching at Sunday School
or at a village school, when not working as
bird scarers, or gleaners on local farms;
this was prior to primary education being
made compulsory in the 1880s.

In north Warwickshire, members now
working on pamphlets for the “parish
series” are discovering early schools. In
small and isolated Seckington, a
schoolroom was provided by the local
landowner, Sir Robert Burdett, in the mid1850s. It was specially built and is still
standing – it did not have a house for the
master or mistress. In Willey, a
photograph of the Village Hall “smacked”
of Victorian school – high windows to let in
maximum light but too high for children to
look out. Log books are deposited from
1899, but in the 1860s and 70s, there are
mentions of “schoolmistress” in
directories. In Wishaw, there was an
endowed school, with house for the
master or mistress, founded in 1710,
again the local landowner, Lady Mary
Hacket, provided this and supported the
free education of six poor children, while
other families had to pay their way. Charity
Commission reports of the 1830s set out

Reconsider your forebears, their situation,
where they lived, what appeared on
censuses and what opportunities they may
have had for learning. Perhaps they could
read and maybe also write their own
names after all.
Sources:
Victorian Schools and Scholars, J W
Docking, Coventry Branch of the Historical
Association, 1967.
Wikipedia has details of each of the
Education Acts
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A new research tool from TheGenealogist
Introducing Map Explorer - Trace
Your Ancestors' Properties Through
Time
The powerful Map Explorer has been
developed to view these georeferenced
historic maps laid on top of modern
background maps including those from
Ordnance Survey and Bing Street maps,
as well as a satellite view, letting you see
where your ancestor's house is today.
 Map Explorer displays maps for
different historical periods up to the
modern day
 Maps are fully searchable by
county, parish, street and even
postcode
 Zoom in to show the individual
properties as they were at the time
 Use the transparency slider to
reveal a modern street map
underneath
 Change the modern base map
displayed to more clearly
understand what the area looks
like today
 Georeferenced pins link to the
records for each property
 Display county or parish
boundaries
 To complement the launch of the
new Map Explorer, we have also
released historic Ordnance Survey
maps covering England, Scotland









and Wales between the 1890s and
1960s. These have been
georeferenced, allowing you to see
how the landscape changed over
time.
The maps have been divided up
into 3 layers that can be viewed on
top of each other like sheets of
paper - you can then change the
transparency of a layer to view the
layers below.
The Base Layer - This is the
modern layer, which can be used
to select a modern OS Map, Open
Street Map or a Bing Satellite
Image.
The Historic Layer - The historic
layer can be used to select a range
of OS maps from the 1890s to the
1960s.
Record Set Layer - This layer
provides access to map record
sets such as the Lloyd George
Domesday, or the soon to be
launched Georeferenced Tithe
Maps. Keep an eye out as further
record sets will be added to this
layer in the future. This layer also
has the ability to show "Pins",
these are map markers that link
directly to the records so you can
see who was living in a particular
property.

See more at thegenealogist.co.uk

See Around Britain - a 21st century Doomsday Survey - Can you Help?
Seearoundbritain is
organising a Doomsday
Survey of a variety of
venues for its
groundbreaking photo
travel app, which gives
visitors an advance look
inside public venues,
such as historic houses
and museums.
See Around Britain is fully
multilingual (over 60
languages can be used)
and uses GPS and a

comprehensive use of
photos to show how to
find a venue and discover
its attractions and
facilities inside, to enable
the user to check out if it
is suitable for their
interests or needs,
including families with
young children, older
citizens, or individuals
with a wide range of
impairments.
It covers a vast range of
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venues and public places
used in everyday life such
as post offices or local
shops, and transport
provision, and a huge
number of heritage sites,
including parish
churches, gardens,
nature reserves and
historic houses.
See Around Britain is a
registered disabled-run
UK charity, (No. 116
2172) , which began with
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over 500,000 photos
taken with no public
funding by its founder
trustee, Marg McNiel, an
Irish citizen (his unusual
first male name is Norse)
who has spent a lifetime
in community and
heritage education,
travelling throughout
Europe and the British
Isles. Born with a mobility
impairment and now an
ME sufferer, he has
joined forces with fellow
trustees Vin West MBE
and Trevor Palmer BEM
to make the app available
to be downloaded free
from the Apple and
Android Stores. All 3
trustees are pensioners.
“The 21st-Century
Domesday Survey will

take it to the next level to
increase its coverage
further and invite online
volunteers of all ages and
interests using their
smartphones or cameras
to visit every kind of
venue in their local area
and village, to add to our
website,” Marg explains.
“The venue owners that
they visit will get an
awareness of the varied
needs of disabled people,
and how to best meet
them.”
The Survey also has
Online volunteering
opportunities in writing
venue descriptions for the
large backlog of photos
waiting to be uploaded,
social media to raise its
profile, and admin and

editorial support.
Volunteers can join and
get online tutorials, and
also submit their Survey
photos and videos, at the
bottom of the website
About Us page at
https://seearoundbritain.c
om/about-us
Please let us know if you
would like to find out
more by contacting the
charity on
support@seearoundbritai
n.com
The See Around Britain
team

Strathclyde University free online course in family History
The next free online course in family history at Strathclyde University starts on 28th October.
The website
is https://www.strath.ac.uk/studywithus/strathclydeonlinelearning/freeonlinecourses/

Several members have been on this course and found it to be very useful

Membership matters.
Many thanks to all the people who have renewed their membership. The membership
renewal date is 31st and anyone who has not renewed by December will deleted from our
database. If you do forget (yes, these things happen in our very busy lives!) then you can
join again in January and I will give you a new membership number.
Members surname interests are listed on our website and this list is in the process of being
updated. It is a very long list so this takes time! Also the list of member contact details on
the members only page has temporarily been turned off. If you wish to contact another
member about a surname interest please get in touch with me. I hope this is helpful.

Shirley Beaumont shirley.nuneatonfhs@gmail.com
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War memorial

Medieval stained glass of a Monk
playing an organ

Memorial window for William Stratford Dugdale who died 9th May
1882 from injuries sustained in the Baddesley Pit explosion
W S Dugdale's monument 1882

The eastern aspect of Merevale church
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